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Labour  sought  advice  on  second  gift 

Formula  One 


SEBGiOMOBAgS  REUTERS 


new  donation 

By  Andrew  Pierce  and  Philip  Webster 


BERN1E  ECCLESTONE  was 
proposing  a  second  big  dona- 
tion  to  the  Labour  Party  on  top 
of  die  £1  million  he  gave  in 
January,  it  emerged  last  night 
Neither  Tony  Blair  nor  oth¬ 
er  Labour  leaders  have  made 
any  public  mention  of  a  sec¬ 
ond  gift1  during  the  turmoil  of 
the  past  few  days  r—  although 
the  party  raised  it  with  the 
standards  watchdog  Sir  Pat¬ 
rick  Neill  last  week. 

In  a  letter  to  Sir  Patrick  last 
Friday,  Labour's  general  sec¬ 
retary.  Tom  Sawyer,  asked  for 
guidance  on  the  £1  million 
received  from  the  Formula 
One  supremo  and  then  added 
that  Mr  Ecdestone  had  “since 
the  election  offend  a  further 
donation”.  Mr  Sawyer  wrote 
that  Labour  had  “thus  far” 
refused  to  accept  it  "but  we 
wish  to  be  advised  whether - 
this  is  a  position  which  we 
need  to  maintain”  .  •;.;  • 

Sir  Patrick’S  reply  spoke  of  . 
the  need  for-:^ ^"transparency 
and  openness”,'  and  Purged 
Labour  .to.  return  .the  first 
El  mflljon  —  which  it  isdoing. 
“As  to  the  .soxxid  proposed 
donation,  you  tell  me  until 
now  you.  have  refused  to 
accept  it  You  wish  to  be 
advised  whether  that  is  _  a 
position  you  need  to  maintain. 
My  advice  is  thatit  is." 

The  contents  of  Sir  Patrick’s 
letter  have  sot  been  published 
before,  and  the  disclosure  of 
die  second  possible  donation 
is  certain  to  fuel  charges  from 
the  Tories  of  a  “cover-up" 
Members  of  the  Public  Stan¬ 
dards  Committee  have  pri¬ 
vately  voiced  unhappiness 
that  the  full  contents  of  the 
letters  have  not  been  pub¬ 


Woodward’s 
surprise,  exit 

Louise  Woodward  made  a 
surprise  dash  from  her  hotel 
in  Boston  yesterday  and  was 
taken  by  ferry  across  the 
Charles  river  to  an  unknown 
destination. 

The  British  au  pair,  who 
was  freed  on  Monday,  had 
been  myder  virtual  siege  by 
the  media  but  has  gfverrno 
interviews. 

Weary  judge,  page  8 

Pension  fears 

Pension  binds  for  millions  of 
local  authority  workers  are  at 
risk  because  thousands  of  staff 
have  had  generous  early  retire¬ 
ment  deals-. v — Page  8 
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Ecdestone  second  gift 
offered  after  election 

lished,  but  the  decision  is  one 
for  Labour  since  it  wrote  to  Sir 
Patrick  in  confidence:  - 
Senior  Labour  sources  have 
confirmed  to  The  Times. the 
references  to  the  second  dona¬ 
tion  in  Mr  Sawyers  fourpage 
letter.  That  said:  *This  ap¬ 
proach  distinguishes  between . 
a  preelection  donation  which, 
of  .course,  was  not  a  factor  in 
the  Governments  decision  (to 
exclude  Formula  One). -which 
urns  taken  exclusively  in  the 
national  interest  as  tiie  Gov¬ 
ernment  judged,  and  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  post-election  donations 
where  an  appearance  of  con¬ 
flict  of  interest  might  be 
thought  to  arise."  ' 

Labour  sources  were  unable 
to  say  when  Mr  Ecdestone 
made  the  second  offer.  But  h 
was  dearly  a  deeply  sensitive 
issue,  given  last  weeks  ded- 
sian  to  exempt  Formula  One 
from  a  proposed  ban  on 
tobacco  advertising  and  Mr 
Blair's  meeting  with  Mr 
Ecdestone  at  Downing  Street 
at  October  16. 


Labour  briefings  since  last 
week  have  talked  of  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  “further  donations”, 
but  have  at  no  time  suggested 
that  Mr  Ecdestone  had  al¬ 
ready  made  a  specific  offer. 

Mr  Blair  will  now  be  under 
intense  pressure  to  say  when 
the  second  affo' was  made  and 
why  there  has  beat  no  men¬ 
tion  of  it  until  now. 

Even  before  the  disdosure 
of  the  second  donation,  the 
Prime  Minister  was  being 
accused  in  the  Commons  of 
presiding  over  a  Government 
'  in  chaos  and  turmoil.  Of  Mr 
Ecclestone’s  -  E3  million,  he 
insisted:  There  was  never  any 
favour  sought  or  given.” 

But  he  was  stung  by  the  MP 
Martin  BeD  who  wanted  him 
that  the  perception  of  wrong¬ 
doing  could  be  as  damaging  to 
public  confidence-  as  the 
wrongdoing  itself.  Comparing 
Tory  pre-election .  “sleaze" 
charges  with  the  labour  con¬ 
troversy,  he  asked^-fclave  we 
slaiiLone  dragorroniy  so  have 
another  take  its  place  with  a  | 
red  rose  in  its  mouth?"  . 

There  was  also  fresh  doubt 
over  the  tobacco  policy  last 
night  after  Mr  Blair  indicated 
his  willingness  to  meet  leaders 
of  other  sports  keen  to  win  the 
same  concessions  as  those 
granted  to  motor  racing. 

He  also  confirmed  that  Sir 
Patricks  committee  would  in¬ 
vestigate  party  funding  and 
consider  whrther  donations 
and  spending  should  be  limit¬ 
ed.  He  said  that  political 
parties  could  be  required  to 
compete  on  equal  terms. 

Vernon  Bogdanor,  page  20 
Letters,  page  21 


Ronnie  Biggs,  who  sobbed  with  delight  at  the  Brazilian  court’s  decision  and  sent  a  message  of  thanks  to  die  British  people  for  their  support 

Court  says  Biggs  is  free  to  stay  in  Rio 


BY  Stewart  T^ndler  . 

CRIME  CORRESPONDENT  . 

RONNIE  BIGGS,  the  great 
train  robber,  will  see  out  his 
days  in  the  safety  and  warmth 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  after  Brazil 
yesterday  turned  down  Brit¬ 
ain's  application  to  bring  him 
back  to  finish  his  30-year 
prison  sentence. 

The  Brazilian  Supreme 
Court  ruled  unanimously  that 
Biggs  cannot  be  sent  home, 
despite  a  new  extradition  trea¬ 
ty  which  came  into  force  this 
summer.  The  court  derided 
that  Biggs  could  stay  because 
the  treaty  does  not  take  prece¬ 
dence  over  Brazil’s  statute  of 
limitations  which  discounts 
crimes  committed  more  than 
20  years  ago. 

Last  night  a  Home  Office 


spokesman  said:  “Clearly  we 
are  disappointed  but  the  final 
decision  was  always  with  the 
Brazilianauthoriries  and  there 
is  never  any  guarantee  of 
success."  The  spokesman  said 
the  Home  Office  would  not 
make  a  further  attempt  to 
extradite  Biggs. 

Last  night  Jane  Wearing. 
Biggs's  solicitor,  said:  “I  am 
absolutely  ecstatic  for  Ronnie. 
This  is  the  most  marvellous 
news  for  him.  He  rang  me  as 
soot  as  he  knew  and  he  was 
sobbing  with  delight  and  emo¬ 
tion.  He  is  so  grateful  to  the 
British  people  for  all  their 
support.” 

Malcolm  Fewtrell.  the  88- 
year-old  former  head  of  Buck¬ 
inghamshire  C1D.  who  was 
involved  in  the  arrest  of  Biggs, 
said:  “1  am  not  a  bit  surprised 


The  original  Britisb 
police  wanted  poster 

at  this  decision.  Quite  honest¬ 
ly,  J  cannot  see  the  point  of 
bringing  him  back,  with  the 
prisons  so  overcrowded.  Bra¬ 
zil  have  had  Biggs  for  27  years. 


him  as  far  as  1 


Biggs,  now  68,  has  been  a 
fugitive  since  he  escaped  from 
Wandsworth  prison  in  July 
1965  after  being  jailed  for  his 
role  in  die  £2.6  million  cash 
robbery  from  a  mail  train  in 
Buckinghamshire.  At  the  lime 
it  was  Britain's  biggest  rob¬ 
bery  and  Biggs  served  a  mere 
14  months. 

Convicted  in  1994,  Biggs 
climbed  over  the  prison  wall 
using  a  rope  ladder  and  then 
dropped  on  to  the  roof  of  a 
waiting  van  in  July  1965.  He 
fled  to  Australia  after  a 
£40.000  facelift  and  lived  there 
with  his  family. 

When  he  was  tracked  down 
in  1970  he  fled  to  Brazil. 
However,  attempts  by  the 
Flying  Squad  to  bring  him 


bade  to  Britain  failed  when  the 
Brazilians  were  told  that  his 
girlfriend  was  pregnant: 
under  local  law  he  was  pro¬ 
tected  as  the  father  until  the 
child  was  an  adult. 

In  1981  he  was  kidnapped  in 
Rio  by  a  gang  of  adventurers 
and  smuggled  to  Barbados  by 
boat  Their  aim  was  to  bring 
him  back  to  Britain.  Hie 
Barbados  High  Court  decided 
the  rules  governing  extradi¬ 
tion  to  Britain  had  not  been 
properly  put  before  the  is¬ 
land's  parliament  and  Biggs 
returned  io  Rio. 

In  I97S  Biggs  made  a  record. 
No  One  is  Innocent,  with  the 
punk  band  the  Sex  Pistols.  He 
also  raised  money  by  selling 
T-shirts  depicting  himself  and 
by  exploiting  his  notoriety  to 
entertain  Japanese  tourists. 


Thousands  of  prisoners  to  be 
tagged  and  released  early 


By  Frances  Gibb  and  Richard  Ford 


THE  Home  Secretary  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  yesteniay 
read  the  last  rites  wer  the 
Conservative  “prison  works" 
policy  that  has  seen  the  jail 
population  rise  to  record 
levels. 

Three  thousand  prisoners 
are  to  be  freed  early  cat 
electronic  tags,  and -judges 
and  magistrates  are  to  be 
encouraged  to  make  greoter 
useof  tagging  and  community 
punishment  for  non-violent 
offenders  after  Lord  Bingham 
of  Gomhfll.  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  said  that  the  trend  to 
favour  custody  was  a  “real 

source  of  concern". 

Jack  Straw  will  announce 
his  most  controversial  initia¬ 
tive  next  week  when  he  gives 
details  of  his  plans  to  tag 
thousands  of  prisoners  and 
release  them  for  the  last  three 
months  of  their  sentences.  And 
yesterday  b®  paved  the  way 
when  he  told  ’a  probation 
conference  in  London:  “Tag¬ 


ging  may  provide  a  pathway 
for  offenders  leaving  the  order 
of  prison  to  the  potential 
disorder  outside 

“There  is  no  argument  that 
it  has  within  it  the  scope  for 
further  significant  develop¬ 
ment  It  is  now  dear  that 
sentencers  do  see  electronic 
monitoring  as  a  viable  alter¬ 
native  to  custody  in  many 
cases." 

The  measure  allowing  for 
the  early  release  of  prisoners 
who  have  been  assessed  by  the 
Parole  Board  and  deemed  no 
threat  to  the  public  is  expected 
to  become  law  next  year. 

The  move  reflects  concern  in 
the  prison  service  and  at  the 
Treasury  about  the  size  of  the 
prison  population,  which  has 
risen  by  12  per  cent  in  the  past 
five  years  to  63^71. 

Similar  concerns  were  ex¬ 
pressed  by  die  Lord  Chief 
Justice  at  die.  same  probation 
conference. 

In  what  was  seen  as  a  direct 


attack  on  the  former  Conser¬ 
vative  Home  Secretary  Midt¬ 
ael  Howard  and  his  repeated 
assertion  that  “prison  works". 
Lord  Bingham  said  that  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  rise  in 
prison  numbers  was  caused 
by  “the  vocal  expression  of 
opinion  by  influential  public 
figures  that  custody  is  an 
effective  penafty". 

•  The  dear  inference  from 
that,  he  said,  must  be  that 
where  judges  and  magistrates 
faced  a  difficult  drake  be¬ 
tween  custody  and  community 
penalties,  they  chose  custody. 
And  if  that  were  so,  he 
regarded  the  trend  as  a  real 
source  of  concern. 

Lord  Bingham  emphasised 
that  he  was  not  talking  about 
serious  crimes  where  “no  one 
doubts  for  an  instant  that 
sometimes  very  king  sentences 
are  called  for",  but  the  “mid¬ 
dling  dass  of  case"  where  it 
was  far  from  dear  that  custo¬ 
dy  was  more  effective  than  a 


community  penalty.  But  he 
added  that  if  prison  were  to  be 
a  last  resort,  oommunituy 
penalties  musr  be  demanding 
and  well-designed.  “I  think 
that  this  is  a  problem  of  public 
perception  which  should  be 
vigorously  addressed." 

Mr  Straw,  too,  tacked  the 
“image"  problem,  telling  the 
conference  that  he  was  consid¬ 
ering  changing  the  names  of 
the  various  penalties  Jo  make 
it  dearer  that  the  offender  was 
being  punished. 

“Community  service"  gave 
the  impression,  he  said,  of 
voluntary  service  rather  than 
of  hours  of  physical  work. 
“Combination  orders"  which 
link  community  service  and  a 
probation  order  meant  noth¬ 
ing  to  most  people  and  even 
“probation"  was  confusing. 
One  possibility  was  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  term  “corrections” 
He  also  told  probation  officers 
to  stop  referring  to  offenders 
as  “clients". 
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Green  light 
for  housing 
in  green  belt 

The  Government  has  enraged 
environmental  groups  by  an¬ 
nouncing  that  it  intends  to  go 
ahead  with  building  12  mil¬ 
lion  new  homes  on  farm  land 
and  in  the  green  belt. 

The  groups  wanted  60  to  75 
per  of  the  4.4  million  new 
homes  scheduled  for  the  next 
20  years  io  be  on  abandoned 
urban  land.  But  the  Housing 
Minister  said  he  would  keep 
to  the  target  of  50  per  cent  on 
previously  developed 
land — - Page  4 
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Brothers  missing  in  3,000-mile  rowing  race 


BY  Damian  Whitworth 

A  SEARCH  was  under  way 
last  night  for ..  two  British 
brothers  ririssmg  in  treacher¬ 
ous  seas  in  mid- Atlantic.  The 
pair,  competing  in  a  home¬ 
made  boat  in  the  longest 
rowing  race  ever  held,  from 
Teneree  to  Barbados,  have 
lost  contact  with  organisers. 

Routine  signals  from 
Edward  and  Matthew  Bore- 
ham,  31  and  28  respectively, 
from  Sunbury,  southwest 
XqndQn,_  ceased  last  Friday 
when  they  were  about  a  third 
bf  tiie  way  through  the  3B00- 


miie  test.  Rescuers  have  gone 
to  die  points  from  where  the 
emergency  beacon  was  signal¬ 
ling,  but  no  trace  of  the  24ft 
boat  has  been  found.  Organi¬ 
sers  of  the  Port  St  Charles 
Barbados  Atlantic  Rowing 
Race  hope  that  the  men  re¬ 
leased  die  beacon  themselves, 
but  it  is  possible  that  it  was 
released  automatically. 

The  organisers,  Sir  Chay 
Blyth’s  The  Challenge  Busi¬ 
ness.  said  that  the  escorting 
safety  . vessel  had  sailed  to  the 
point  where  the  emergency 
beacon  signals  had  come 
from,  but  there  was  no  sign  of 


the  boat  The  vessel  was 
standing  by  last  night 

All  ships  in  the  area  have 
been  asked  to  watch  out  and  a 
search  plane  from  Lisbon  is 
expected  in  the  area.  Conrad 
had  been  lost  with  half  a  dozen 
boats  during  heavy  conditions 
on  Friday,  with  waves  up  to 
25ft  high,-  but  automatic  sig¬ 
nalling  from  the  other  five 
boats  had  resumed. 

One  of  the  boafs  sponsors, 
Nauticalia,  a  local  boating 
business,  said  That  the  wea¬ 
ther  had  been  fouL  Lynn 
Lewis,  managing  director  of 
the  company,  said:  “They  have 


been  rowing  in  25mph  winds 
and  Hugh  conditions.  It  is 
quite  likely  that  their  emer¬ 
gency  signalling  beacon  has 
been  washed  away  and  started 
sending  messages  as  a  result 
of  being  submerged.  We  hope 
that  they  are  rowing  steadily 
on.  blissfully  unaware  that 
they  are  the  focus  of  a  search." 

However  he  said  also  that 
the  brothers’ experience  before 
the  race  had  been  limited  to 
rowing  on  the  rwn-tidal  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Thames,  At  tiieir 
last  known  position  they  still 
had  two  months  of  rawing 
ahead  of  .  them. 


The  Boreham  brothers 
in  their  boat 
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Golden 

memories 


Elizabeth  Longford . 

on  the  wedding;  ; 

C  We  inside  the  Abbey; 
saw  that  Princess  '  . 
Eizabeth  looked.;, 
marvellously  cahri}  .. 


Philip  Howard 

in  the  crowds: 
CWe  camped  out  ail  night 
on  the  Mai!  under 
air-raid  precaution 
blankets  3 


Marguerite  Patten 

on  cooking: 

C  Steps  were  taken  to 
increase  meat  supplies. 
The  first  was  to  provide 
horsemeat  The  second 
to  sell  whalemeat? 


Stephen  Anderton 

on  gardening: 
6  Plants  were  so  scarce 
that  the  Chelsea  Flower 
Show  catalogue  listed 
three  pages  of  brass 
band  concerts  3 


DONT  MISS  SATURDAY’S 
GOLDEN  WEDDING  COMMEMORATIVE  ISSUE 


A  time  for  giving,  and  for  walking  on  eggs 


As  Tony  Blair  has  ex¬ 
plained.  "the  Giving 
Age"  began  on  May  1. 
Yesterday  Opposition  MPs 
wondered  why  for  Bemie 
Ecdestane,  the  Giving  Age 
began  rather  earlier.  '  .  - 
.  Mr  Blair,  for  whom"  the 
Giving  Back  age  begins,  had 
to  reply. 

It  was  Mr  Blair’s  'most 
difficult  Commons  half-hour 
since  he  became  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  Watching  hub!  at  the 
dispatch  box  one  was  put  in 
mirid  of  C.S.  Forester's  de¬ 
scription  of  a  First  World  War 
cruiser  —  “an  eggshell  armed 
with  sledge-hammers,  de¬ 
signed  to  give  punishment, 
not.tpreceive  it". 

The  Rl  Hot  Eggshell  en¬ 
tered  the  chamber  looking 
distinctly  fragile.  But  his  nest 


was  well-supported  from  be¬ 
hind.  Government  back¬ 
benchers  were  there  in  force, 
primed  by  their  whips  with 
hdpfol  questions  fin  same 
cases  written  out}  designed  to 
■  getprime  ministers  off  hoofcsL. 

The  first  questioner.  Peter 
Luff  (C.  Mid  Worcestershire) 
went  for  the  kill.  Which 
minister  took,  the  decision  to 
exempt  Formula  1  from  a 
tobacco  advertising  ban?  y 

The  eggshell  looked  anff 
sounded  a  little  shaky,  but 
sprang  up.  He  would  set  out 
the  position,  he  said,  "with 
enthusiasm  and  with  relish". 
This  was  a  fib,  but  who  ever 
got  to  be  Prime  Minister  by 
replying:  “Pm  on  dodgy 
ground,  here"? 

Blair  did  set  out  the  pos¬ 
ition  —  with  grit  If  not  with 


relish— and  sat  dowH  shaken  , 
but  in  one  piece.  Lawrie  Quin 
(Lab.  Scarborough  &  Whitby) 
then  rushed  in  with  What  was  ’• 
intended  as  emergency  cush- ; 
inning  for  die  beleaguered1 


This  took  file  fcmn  of  arr. 
invitation  to  attack  the  Tories 
on  foreign  funding. 

Unfortunately.  Mr  Quin 
seemed  to  be  reading  his  : 
question  and,  worse  still,  to 
lose  his  place  half  .way 
through.  Only  a'  volley  ,  of 
Tory  .  jeers  'allowed' him  to 
regain  it 

Now  William  Hague  rose. 


:  .He  too  was  vulnerable  —  for  ■ 
'the  .  Giving  Age,  with  Mr 
Ecclestone,  has  showered  its 
largesse  on  Tory  and  Labour, 
alike,  fit  some  ways,  this  was  ‘ 
:a  battle  between  two  eggs.-'  /. 

.Hague i  asked  about 
tiards  arursnooker.  Designed 
" to  embarrass  the  Labour  egg 
'  wbfi&  guarding  the  Tory  nest 
from' reprisals.  HagueViiv 
situation  was  that,  like  motor 
•racing,,  intematimal  bilBards 
and  snooker  desemxffere/np- 
Vtidn  from  the  advertising  ban. 

'  We'were  invited. to  wonder 
.  why  iiiese  sports  had  been 
treated  less  favourably. 


shell  went  into  rather  wobbly 
orbit,  taking  us  on  an  im¬ 
promptu  tour  of  motor  racing 
in  Australia,  Canada,  Portu¬ 
gal.  Germany,  Italy,  France 
.  anywhere  but  the  Labour 
Party's  accounts.  ;  .  — 

Hague  came  bade,  on  a if 
giing  and  cricket  Anything 
but  file  Toiy  Party's  accounts. 
;*rm  not  accusing  the  Labour 
.Party  of  being  paid  to  break 
their  promises,"  he  added. 
"They  break  than  for  free." 

Those  who  doubt  Hague's 
skills  should  consider  how 
canny  that  was.  He  stayed  his 
hand  from  the  obvious  shell- 
smasher  because  he  had  an- 

trapatedthe  comeback. 

•  Tony  Blair  was  left  with  a 
fistful  of  prepared  ripostes 
concerning  the  Conservative 


record  which,  because 
Hague's  line  of  inquiry  did 
not  invite  them,  sounded 
blustering  and  defensive. 

For  almost  the  first  time  in 
this  Parliament  Blair's  tactic 
of  sidestepping  questions  and 
hitting  the  Tory  record  in¬ 
stead,  began  to  sound  a  bit 
desperate. 

At  the  end,  Blair  crowed 
■that  Hague  had  missed  a 
penalty  kick-A  penalty,  how¬ 
ever.  comes  after  a  find.  And 
who  had  left  file  open  goal? 

Blair’s  implied  message 
was:  "You  Tories  are  just  as 
bad".  But  every  MP  knows 
that. 

SubliminaUy,  it  invited  the 
thought  "You  Labour  are  no 
better.  This  palpably  dis¬ 
mayed  the  government 
backbenches. 


Dissidents  claim  IRA  unit 
has  split  over 


By  Martin  Fletcher 
CHIEF  IRELAND 
CORRESPONDENT 

FRESH  evidence  of  infighting 
within  the  IRA  emerged  yes¬ 
terday  when  dissidents  claim¬ 
ed  the  bulk  of  an  IRA 
"battalion"  had  resigned  and 
joined  those  challenging  the 
peace  strategy  of  Gerry  Ad¬ 
ams  and  his  fellow  leadens. 

Sinn  Fein  insisted  claims  of 
a  significant  rift  in  its  military 
wing  were  "nonsense"  and 
accused  the  perpetrators  of 
trying  to  start  a  "fire  that  will 
destroy  the  peace  process”. 
Hie  denial  was  issued  by 
Gerry  Kelly,  a  convicted  IRA 
terrorist,  to  give  it  extra 
credibility. 

Security  sources  had  no 
evidence  to  corroborate  the 
dissidents'  claims.  They  said 
there  was  anger  among  IRA 
hardliners  at  Sinn  Fein's  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Stormont 
peace  talks,  but  believed  the 
dissidents  were  greatly  exag¬ 
gerating  it  "to  try  and  get  a 
bandwagon  rolling". 

A  spokesman  for  the  rebels 
telephoned  the  Irish  Times  to 
claim  35  members  of  the  1st 
“battalion"  of  file  South  Ar¬ 
magh  brigade  had  rejected  a 
last-ditch  plea  by  the  IRA 
leadership  and  quit  in  support 
of  the  quartermaster-general 
recently  deposed  for  opposing 


CWSPW  ROOWELL 


A  wreath  laid  by  IRA  members  from  South  Armagh  at  a  republican  monument  in  Co  Louth  on  Sunday 


Sinn  Fein’S  participation  in 
the  peace  talks. 

If  true,  this  would  be  a 
devastating  blow-  for  the  re¬ 
publican  leadership.  South 
Armagh  is  file  heartland  of 
the  IRA  and  the  local  unit  is 
one  of  its  deadliest 

One  security  official  con¬ 
fessed  that  “no-one  really 
knows  what’s  going  on  down 
there".  Another  said  of  the 
claims:  “What's  quite  dear  is 


that  there's  rather  a  large  level 
of  dissatisfaction  with  where 
file  leadership  is  going.  What*s 
not  dear  is  whether  that's 
leading  to  a  total  split" 

South  Armagh,  bounded  on 
two  sides  by  file  Irish  Repub¬ 
lic.  has  long  been  an  IRA 
stronghold  where  British 
troops  have  to  be  ferried  about 
in  -helicopters.  It  was -where 
the  Canary  Wharf  bomb  was 
planned  and  where  Stephen 


Restorick.  the  last  British  sol¬ 
dier  killed  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land,  was  shot  in  the  back  at  a 
checkpoint  The  IRA’s  chief  of 
staff  lives  there. 

One  security  source  called 
South  Armagh'S  IRA  men 
“the  clever  guys"  shrewd 
veterans  far  removed  from  the 
“cowboys”  of  Belfast  Another 
said  they  had  -  never  folly 
backed  the  last  ceasefire. 

The  quartermaster  was  one 


of  at  least  six  senior  officials 
who  stood  down  after  a 
stormy  IRA  summit  last 
month,  and  last  week  a  dozen 
long-serving  Sinn  Fein  activ¬ 
ists  in  County  Louth  resigned. 
Security  officials  say  there  is 
no  sign  yet  of  the  ceasefire 
breaking  down,' and  see  no 
evidence  that  file  rebels  intend 
to  form  a  new  group  or  join  a 
rival  anti-ceasefire  organis¬ 
ation  like  file  Continuity  IRA. 
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Has  choosing  a  PC 
become  too  complicated? 
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Call  Maple...  Well  make  it  Simple 


So  you  and  a  million  others  are  going  to  invest  in  a  PC  or  two  this  season.  Whac  spedfcxrion  do  you  need?  What  software  do  you  want  for  yourself? 
What  software  do  you  warn  for  the  family  ?  Do  you  buy  from  a  shop  or  showroom,  or  buy  direct  from  the  likes  of  Maple  the  buikj  to  order  manufatorv 
and  save  an  average  of  around  20%  of  mail  paces.  Can  you  buy  it  absolutely  interest  free?,  even  send  it  back  within  2 1  days  if  you  don't  Eke  id  Then 
wtar  quality  of  technical  support  and  service  will  you  ged  Maple  have  the  answers  (the  honest  answers).  So  please  don't  go  anywhere  und  you  afl  us! 
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Blair  failed  to  declare 
free  Silverstone  tickets 


By  Andrew  Pierce 
POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

TONY  BLAIR  has  failed  to 
declare  that  he  received  free 
tickets  to  last  year's  British 
Grand  Prix  from  a  leading 
figure  in  Formula  One  racing. 

The  Prime  Minister  and  his 
wife;  Cherie,  were  guests  at 
SDverstone  of  Max  Mosley, 
the  president  of  the  Federation 
Internationale  de  Automobile 
(F1AJ,  who  is  at  the  centre  of 
the  controversy  over  the  tobac¬ 
co  advertising  ban. 

Senior  party  sources  lost 
night  denied  that  there  was 
any  obligation  on  Mr  Blair  to 
register  the  interests  because 
he  had  gone  m  his  capacity  as 
Leader  of  the  Opposition. 

MPs  are  obliged  to  register 
gifts,  benefits  and  hospitality 
that  they  or  their  wives  have 
received  from  a  British  source 
"which  in  any  way  relates  to 
membership  of  the  House". 
Gifts  are  exempt  from  regis¬ 
tration  if  less  than  E125  in 
value.  Other  benefits,  such  as 
free  tickets,  are  exempt  if  less 


Blair:  reprimanded  in 
past  for  omissions 

than  £215  in  value.  Mr  Mos¬ 
ley.  along  with  Bemie 
Ecdestane,  lobbied  the  Prime 
Minister  at  Downing  Street 
last  month  to  exclude  Formula 
One  from  the  tobacco  sponsor¬ 
ship  ban.  It  was  at  the  grand 
prix  circuit  that  Mr  Blair  met 
Mr  Ecclestone,  who  paid 
£1  million  into  Labour  Party 


coffers  in  January.  Mr  Mosley 
is  in  Labour's  1.000  dub, 
whose  members  give  £1,000  a 
year  to  the  party. 

The  decision  tty  Mr  Blair 
not  to  declare  the  hospitality  in 
the  Register  of  MPS*  interests 
is  in  contrast  to  Geoffrey 
Robinson,  the  Paymaster  Gen¬ 
eral,  who  loaned  the  Rime 
Minister  his  Tuscan  villa  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  holiday. 

Mr  Robinson  accepted  an 
invitation  to  attend  (he  grand' 
prix.  from  Philip  Morris,  the 
cigarette  manufacturers, 
along  with  members  of  his 
family.  He  was  unable  to 
make  it  but  his  family  went 
instead. 

Mr  Robinson  took  no 
chances  in  the  register  ami 
wrote:  “Members  of  my  fam¬ 
ily  attended  the  1996  Grand 
Pm  at  Silverstone  as  guests  of 
Philip  Morris:" 

The  Tories  Will  seta  on  the 
latest  omission  to  try  to  further 
embarrass  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  Mr  Blair  has  been  repri¬ 
manded  in  the  past  for 
omissions  from  the  register. 


Speedy  change  in  law  on 
political  funding  likely 


By  Valerie  Elliott,  Whitehall  editor 


NEW  rules  on  party  political 
funding  are  likely  to  be  in 
place  before  the  next  election. 

The  speedy  introduction  of 
new  laws  to  cover  party  polit¬ 
ical  funding  was  made  dear 
yesterday  when  Tony  Blab- 
asked  fora  report  by  July  from 
Sir  Patrick  Neill,  QC,  the  new 
public  standards  watchdog.  A 
change  m  the  law  could  be 
introduced  in  the  next  Queen's 
Speech. 

Sir  Patrick  is  to  start  work 
immediately  on  a  discussion 
paper  which  wiD  be  published 
before  Christinas.  He  formal¬ 
ly  received  his  terms  of  refer¬ 
ence  from  the  Prime  Minister 
yesterday  to  “review  issues  in 
relation  to  the  fonding  of 
political  parties  and  to  make 
recommendations  as  to  any 
changes  in  the  present 
arrangements”. 

The  wide-ranging  brief  will 
allow  him  to  look  ar  the 


possibility  of  increasing  state 
funding,  introducing  limits  on 
donations  from  individuals 
and  companies,  the  need  for 
parties  to  publish  their  ao- 
enunts,  the  funding  arrange¬ 
ments  for  Opposition  parties, 
new  speeding  limits  on  elec¬ 
tions.  and  the  need  for  gifts 
from  individuals  to  be 
published. 

In  an  interview  with  The 
Times  Sir  Patrick  insisted  he 
had  “an  open  mind"  on  the 
whole  area  but  ventured:  "I 
still  have  quite  an  inclination 
to  think  that  it  is  rather  good 
that  political  parties  raise  Their 
own  money.  It  serves  as  a 
democratic  control  allowing 
them  to  be  in  touch  with  their 
own  supporters." 

If  parlies  receive  public 
funding,  he  said  there  might 
well  develop  "a  gap  between 
the  leadership  and  the  party's 
rank  and  file.  I  think  it  is  very 


healthy  for  a  party  to  have 
their  foot  soldiers  to  ddiver 
leaftets."  He  believes,  how¬ 
ever.  that  h  was  anomalous 
that  a  Parliamentary  candi¬ 
date  was  subject  to  strict  limits 
on  election  spending,  and  yet 
national  parties  had  a  free  rein 
on  spending. 


IN  BRIEF 


EU  meat 
exports 
threat 

The  European  Commis¬ 
sion  yesterday  dismissed 
British  assurances  over 
meat  controls  and 
stepped  op  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  failing  to  ensure 
there  were  no  illegal  beef 
exports.  The  move 
amounted  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  fating  told  to  intens¬ 
ify  veterinary  inspections 
at  meat  plants. 

Jack  Cunningham. 
Minister  of  Agriculture, 
admitted  that  a  shortage 
of  vets  was  hampering 
Britain's  ability  to  comply 
fully  with  EU  regulations. 

Arms  sale  plea 

The  Government  will  an¬ 
nounce  today  that  Britain 
is  to  launch  a  new 
Europe-wide  code  of  con¬ 
duct  oh  arms  sales  in  an 
attempt  to  prevent  its  poli¬ 
cy  on  "ethical"  weapons 
exports  being  undercut  fay 
rivals.  The  code  is  aimed 
mainly  at  France.  Ger¬ 
many  Itaty  and  Sweden. 

Germ  warfare 

Germ  warfare  tests  car¬ 
ried  out  in  southwest 
England  in  (he  1960s 'and 
1970s  were  harmless. 
John  Reid,  the  Armed 
Forces  Minister,  told  the 
Commons  yesterday.  Dr 
Reid  said  he  had  .  been 
advised  that  the  tests  at 
Portion  Down  had  in¬ 
volved  "dummy  bacteria". 

BBC ‘advert’ 

The  BBC  is  to  be  reported 
to  the  Culture  Secretary 
by  the  Commercial  Radio 
Companies  Association, 
which  says  that  a  new  ten- 
minute  promotional  film 
for  Radio  1  is  dearly  an 
advert.  Two  months  ago, 
another  film  using  the 
song  Perfect  Day  caused 
controversy. 

Twins  die 

Both  Siamese  twins  died 
when  an  attempt  was 
made  this  week  to  sepa¬ 
rate  them  in  a  14-hour 
operation  at  Great  Or¬ 
mond  Steel  HospitaLTbe 
girls,  who  shared  a  Oper¬ 
and  were  joined  at -the 
intestines  and  pelvis,  had 
been  born  to  unnamed 
English  parents. 

Health  move 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  6 
meet  Tessa  JoweO,  the 
Public  Health  Minister, 
to  discuss  his  recommen¬ 
dation  that  complemen¬ 
tary  therapies  such  as 
acupuncture  and ^ osteopa¬ 
thy  should  be  more  freety 
available  on  the  NHS.  He 
said  last  month:  "I  am  not 
alone  in  this  belief." 

Top  cartoonists 

Peter  Brookes,  cartoonist ; 
of  The  Times,  was  run¬ 
ner-up  to  Steve  Bell,  of 
The  Guardian  in  the  pol¬ 
itical  cartoonist  of  the 
year  category  of  the  Car¬ 
toon  Art  Trust  Awards 
last  night  The  rimes's 
Jonathan  Pugh  was  run¬ 
ner-up  in  the  pocket  car¬ 
toon  category  to  Nick 
Newman  of  The  Sunday 
Times. 


Renewing  your  home  insurance 
in  November  or  December 
and  want  to  save  monev  ? 


If  you  are  50  or  over  call  free  ! 

0800  414  525 
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A  vicar  who  entered  the  Church 


after  trying  sex*  music  and 
Buddhism  is  Times  Preacher  of 
the  Year.  Ruth  Gledhffl  listened 


roller  is  top  preacher 


MICHAEL  POWELL 


Rg2(ian  who  admits 
)£f! JJ?  sex.  drugs  and 

day  wan  the  Preacher  of  the 
•ear  Award. 

The  Rev  Paul  Walker,  34, 
was  the  last  of  five  preachers 
to  deliver  a  sermon  in  the  90- 
minute  final  at  Durham  Ca¬ 
thedral.  Mr  Walker,  who  is 
pnest-in-charge  of  a  newly- 
founded  congregation  that 
meets  in  a  school  at  Moorside. 
Sunderland,  described  an 
encounter  with  a  tramp  at 
Victoria  station. 

After  trying  to  avoid  the 
tramp,  he  ended  up  handing 
over  his  own  can  of  beer  and 
the  cigarette  he  was  smoking. 
Sjand  was  then  taken  aback  to 
!®nd  himself  engaged  in  a 
philosophical  debate  about 
prayer  and  God. 

The  five  sermons  were  all 
considered  exceptionally 
strong  by  the  panel  of  eight 
judges,  chaired  by  the  broad¬ 
caster  Joan  BakewelL  At  the 
end  of  the  service,  Mr  Walker 
came  out  the  winner  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote. 

All  the  preachers  had  been 
asked  to  speak  about  holiness. 
Ms  BakeweU  said:  “Paul  ad¬ 
dressed  the  subject  very  clear¬ 
ly.  His  sermon  was  original, 
appealing  and  new.  There  was 
a  general  sense  of  warmth 
throughout  die  congregation 
when  he  had  finished,  and  a 
sense  that  people  had  been  a 


tittle  more  energised  in  their 
■  Christian  life.  He  spoke  very 
much  from  the  heart  and  ( 
think  we  all  felt  very  moved 
We  were  made  to  smile  and 
made  to  think.” 

Mr  Walker,  who  is  married 
to  a  book  editor  and  has  two 
daughters,  said:  “Ihis  has  just 
not  sunk  in.  I  feel  tike  a  Spice 
Girl  now*  He  said  that  he 
had  a  “horrible  feding”  at  13 
that  he  would  one  day  be  a 
clergyman  bat  did  nor  re¬ 
spond  immediately. 

“Through  my  teenage  years. 
!  was  looking  for  something.  I 
tried  everything  —  sex,  drugs, 
rock'n'roll  —  I-  even  tried 
Buddhism.  But  1  found  myself 
one  day  reading  the  Bible; 
something  1  had  never  done 
before.  I  found  the  figure  of 
Jesus  remarkably  appealing.” 

Mr  Walker,  a  regular  con¬ 
tributor  to  Radio  2*s  Pause  For 
Thought,  described  in  his 
sermon  he  how  he  was  de¬ 
layed  ax  Victoria  “due  to  trains 
on  the  line  or  something".  “I 
nipped  across  to  an  off-licence 
and  bought  myself  a  can  of 
beer,  came  bade  and  lit  a 
cigarette.  You  can  see  what 
an  example  of  holiness  I 
was!” 

He  went  on  to  say  that 
"Holy  is  an  adjective  that 
describes  the  very  nature  of 
God  The  more  present 
God  is,  the  more  holy  ihe  place 
of  his  presence.”  There  were, 
for  many  people,  places,  pic- 


Tbe  Rev  Paul  Walker  at  Durham  Cathedral  yesterday.  The  judges  said:  “He  spoke  from  the  heart  and  we  were  made  to  smile  and  think” 


lures  and  pieces  of  music  that 
were  more  than  the  sum  of 
their  parts.  “They  seem  to 
point  us  beyond  ourselves  to 
something  more.  We  search  to 
understand  this." 

But  God  also  made  de¬ 
mands:  “Holiness  would  be  a 


Palace  ‘thief  claims 


By  Richard  Owen  and  Stewart  Tendler 


THE  Italian  burglar  who  says 
he  stole  javels  and  papers 
from  the  Prince  of  Wales  has. 
provided  photographs  of  the 
missing  gems,  his  lawyer  said 

yesterday.T  _■  • 

Alessandro  Garassxoi,  rep- ; 
resenting  Renata  Rinino,  35. 
is  in  jail  for  burglaries  in 
|e  Savona  area  of  fee  Italian 
5 viera,  said  his  client  wanted 
personally  to  return  the  jewels 
and  letters  from  Camilla 
Parker  Bowles  to  the  Prince, 
because  he  wants  to  meet  him. 
He  said  Rinino  also  wanted  an 
assurance  from  both  the  Brit¬ 
ish  and  Italian  authorities  that 
he  would  not  be  punished  for 
die  break-in  at  St  James's 
Palace  in  February  1994. 

But  yesterday  sources  dose 
to  the  Yard  questioned  details 
said  to  have  been  given  by 
Rinino  about  the  break-in  and 
what  he  stole.  Police  in  Savona 
said  he  was  “well  known  for 
his  tendency  to  claim  improb¬ 


able  criminal  feats".  Signin' 
Garasani.  speaking  ata  press 
-conference  at  the  resort  of 
Loano.  said  Rinino  fold  him 
about thehurglaiy  in  I995..He 
said  he  was  sceptical  and  ad- 
.  vised  him  in  any  case  to  wait 
until  three  years  had  passed 
before  saying  anything. 

The  lawyer,  who  is  also  a 
senior  focal  politidan.  said  he 
became  convinced  the  daim 
was  true  and  wrote  to  the 
British  Embassy  in  June  pro¬ 
viding  a  list  of  the  stolen 
goods.  Healsoendosed  photo¬ 
graphs  provided  by  Rinino  of 
some  of  the  items. 

Signor  Garassini  said  fee 
stolen  jewels  induded  five 
tiepins,  a  stainless  steel  and 
gold  wristwatch.  five  pairs  of 
cufflinks,  inducting  a  Fabergfe 
set  owned  by  Tsar  Nicholas  II. 
six  gold  buttons,  two  Cartier 
silver  boxes,  and  a  gold  pocket 
watch  and  chain.  He  said  the 
British  authorities  had  shown 


Alessandro  Garassini,  left,  and  Renato  Rinino 


intense  interest  According  to 
Italian  press  reports.  Signor 
Garassini  also  sent  the  embas¬ 
sy  photographs  of  the  letters 
from  Mrs  Parker  Bowies. 
Yesterday  he  declined  to  com¬ 
ment  on  this.  71  don’t  know 
about  tiie  letters,  and  I  don’t 
want  to  know",  he  said. 

Friends  to  whom  Rinino 
boasted  of  the  royal  theft  this 
summer  have  told  fl  Secolo 
XIX  newspaper  that  he  told 
them  if  the  prince  granted  him 
“a  royal  pardon"  he  would 
give  both  fee  jewels  and  letters 
back.  The  newspaper  quoted 
Rinino  as  saying:  “I  could 
make  a  fortune  out  of  my 
account  of  the  meeting,  and 
then  open  a  pizzeria.  I  want  to 
give  up  crone  and  lead  a 
honest  life." 

Amirdlng  to  II  Secolo. 
Rinino  said  he  was  walking 
past  St  James*  Palace  one 
evening  when  he  noticed  un¬ 
usual  activity  near  what 
struck  him  as  "a  splendid 
house"  It  emerged  that  a  hang 
glider  had  landed  in  St 
James  ^  Park. 

Taking  advantage  of  the 
confusion,  Rinino  entered  the 
palace  grounds  through  the 
main  gate  and  went  round  to 
the  back,  which  was  covered 
in  scaffolding.  He  climbed  to 
the  first  floor,  got  in  through  a 
window,  and  rifled  a  box  of 
jewellery,  sniffing  items  into  a 
child's  rucksack.  He  also  al¬ 
legedly  took  four  shirts  and 
letters  from  a  desk. 

In  fact,  die  burglary  hap¬ 
pened  on  February  24,  1994. 
and  the  hang  glider  landed  in 
the  gardens  of  Buckingham 
Palace  cm  February  5. 
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SOME  Oxford  University  stu¬ 
dents  spend  £800  a  week  ™ 

■  drugs,  an  undergraduate 
jailed  ,  for  supplying  cocaine. 
Ecstasy  and  cannabis  said 

-  yesterday.  , 

Darnel  Legg,  sentenced  m 
three  years’  imprisonment  m 
.  May  for  drug'pushfo&  said  ■ 
B  feat  sales  of  between  £15  ana 
E8CX)  contributed  to  his  weekly 
takings  of  £3.000  from  fellow 
B  Students.  Police  described 
Legg.  20.  as  "one  of  fee  main 
supply  routes  ftT, 

■  students”  at  his  tnal  at  Oxford 

Crown  Court  .  . 

In  an  interview  in  Otfwd 

\t-r  Student  newspaper  publwh«» 

W  yesterday,  legg 

■  drugs  “scenes”  at  the  umver 
sity.  fee  “surprismspy 
general  rirde  the  coraine 
clique".  “There  is  no  aichetyp- 

ol  •druggie’,  thQ' comem  afl 

shapes  and  sizes,”  said  Legs* 


former  philosophy  and  theol¬ 
ogy  student  at  Exeto-  College, 
who  has  been  expelled  from 
fee  unversity. 

“Some  are  rich,  smne  are 
poor.  Some  work  hard,  others 
don't-  The  drde  is  surprising¬ 
ly  small  arid  most  bump  into 
each  other. once  in'  a  while. 
They  take  drugs  for  fun  and 
could  tardy  be  said  to  have  a 
problem.  The  cocaine  clique 
are  separate,  usually  richer, 
and  mix  in  different  aides.” 

He  added:  “In  the  second 
year.  I  got  through  £40,000 
and  about  ESXKX3  of  feat  was 

profit  It  built  up  gradually.  I 
would  never  have  dared  to  do 
what  I  was  doing  by  the  end.  I 
was  making  a  weekly  eight- 
hour  round  trip  to  London 
wife  over 1  £1.000  of  cash  to 
spend.  The  cocaine  and  most 
of  the  Es  were  ddrvrred  to  my 
door."  Legg.  a  former  pupil  of 


King's  College  in  Taunton, 

Somerset,  was  arrested  in 

March  in  the  roan  in  St 
John’s  College  of  Benedict 
Gilman,  a  mathematics 
student 

Police  found  cocaine.  Ecsta¬ 
sy,  and  cannabis  worth  £2.400 
in  the  room.  Gilman,  a  QCTs 
son  from  Chislehurst  south¬ 
east  London,  received  200 
hours’  community  service 
after  admitting  possession. 

Legg  said  he  was  learning 
things  in  prison  that  he  would 
never  have  learnt  at  Oxford 
and  said  feat  he  had  no 
regrets.  “I  flunk  fee  only  way 
to  get  drugs  legalised  is  for  as 
many  people  as  possible  to 
break  fee  law  until  society 
accepts  it  as  normal,"  he  said. 

A  survey  of  250  Oxford 
undergraduates  earlier  this 
year  disclosed  that  41  per  cent 
had  tried  drugs. 


pretty  mie  thing  if  it  were 
nothing  more  than  a  vaguely 
warm  feding  —  1  mean,  if  you 
want  to  feel  warm,  go  and 
have  a  sauna.”  Holiness  was 
to  some  a  pearl  of  great  price 
that  made  them  give  up  their 
search  for  wealth  and  human 


or  sexual  kjve  and  to  seek  God 
in  a  life  of  cantemplarian. 

The  Preacher  of  fee  Year 
Award,  organised  by  fee  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Preachers,  is  sponsored 
by  The  Times.  The  other 
finalists  were  the  Rev  Sally 
Chapman,  team  vicar  of  Short 


Heath,  West  Midlands:  fee 
Rev  Neville  Manning.  Rector 
of  Demon.  Sussex;  Gill  Green, 
a  Church  or  England  reader  of 
Ousden.  Suffolk:  and  the  Rev 
Michael  Parker.  Rector  of  St 
John  and  St  Leonard.  Bedford. 
□  The  30  shortlisted  sermons 


are  published  in  The  Times 
Best  Sermons  for  /99S,  which 
like  The  Times  Book  of  Pray¬ 
ers.  a  collection  written  by 
Times  readers,  is  published 
this  month  by  Cassell  at  £9.99. 
Each  available  at  a  £2  dis¬ 
count  by  calling  0990  134459. 
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The  wily 
fox  that  j 
went  for  | 
early  bath  j 

By  Michael  Hornsby  ( 


A  FOX  that  ran  into  a 
family's  bouse  used  all  Us 
cunning  yesterday  when  it 
was  trapped  in  bathroom. 

“I!  kept  grabbing  fee 
window  latch  wife  its 
mouth  and  holding  on  to 
the  door  handle  with  its 
teeth,  frying  to  get  out” 
Philip  Murray,  who 
called  the  police  to  remove 
fee  intruder,  said.  “It  also 
ripped  tiles  off  fee  wall 
and  tore  down  curtains." 

The  fox  ran  into  the 
bouse  at  Swindon.  Wilt¬ 
shire;  after  Mr  Murray 
encountered  it  in  his 
garden-  When  h  went  into 
fee  bathroom,  he  locked  ft 
in.  “It  was  quite  frighten¬ 
ing"  he  said.  “I  was 
worried  ft  might  attack  my 
children  when  they  came 
home,  but  (be  police  were 
superb  and  caught  ft  with 
a  hook." 

Two  police  dog-han¬ 
dlers  responded  to  his 
emergency  calL  and  the 
RSPCA  arranged  for  a  vet 
to  call.  Mr  Murray,  a 
supervisor  wife  a  cleaning 
company,  said:  "He  inject¬ 
ed  the  fox  wife  a  sedative 
and  took  it  away.  Ir  was  I 
riddled  with  parasites  and  j 
had  lost  its  fur." 

Britain's  urban  foxes  — 
estimated  at  34,000  out  of 
a  national  population  of 
240,000  —  dale  from  fee 
the  spread  of  suburbia  In 
fee  1920s  and  1930s. 
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Half  of  all  new  homes  to  be  built  in  green  belt 


Minister  says  that  pressure  from 
environmental  groups  for  urban 
renewal  is  unrealistic,  report 

Nick  Nuttall  and  Rachel  Kelly 


COUNTRYSIDE  UNDER  PRESSURE 


THE  Government  is  to  go 
ahead  with  building  12  mil¬ 
lion  homes  on  farm  land  and 
in  the  green  belt. 

Green  groups  had  been 
pressing  ministers  to  ensure 
that  up  ro  75  per  of  the 
4.4  million  homes  due  to  be 
built  in  the  next  20  years 
would  be  on  derelict  and 
abandoned  urban  land. 

But  yesterday  Richard 
Cabom.  the  Planning  Minis¬ 
ter.  dashed  their  hopes,  insist¬ 
ing  that  he  would  keep  to  the 
last  Government's  target  that 
50  per  cent  of  the  housing 
would  be  on  previously  devel¬ 
oped  land. 

The  target  is  lower  than  the 
60  per  cent  figure  suggested 
in  a  Green  Paper  on  housing 
development  last  year.  But 
after  consultation  the  Tories 
decided  to  opt  for  the  50  per 
cent  target,  according  to  a 
spokesman  at  the  Environ¬ 
ment  Department- 

Yesterday  Mr  Cabom  told 
the  House  of  Commons  that 
the  higher  targets,  although 
desirable,  were  not  realistic. 
“The  target  for  using  previ¬ 
ously  developed  land  remains 
at  50  per  cent.  While  it  is  true 
that  the  previous  Govern¬ 
ment  proposed  a  target  of  60 
per  cent,  we  have  not  changed 
die  target.  I  set  it  at  50  per 
cent,  ff  we  can  achieve  that 
and  over  I  would  welcome 
that." 

ft  means  that  an  area  of 
countryside  larger  than 
London  will  be  lost  to  dev¬ 
elopment.  according  to  the 
Council  for  the  Protection  of 
Rural  England. 

Mr  Ca  bom's  comments 
sparked  anger  among  green 


campaigners  and  opposition 
MPs,  with  accusations  that 
the  Government  is  anti- 
countTyside. 

The  counties  where  most  of 
the  homes  will  be  built  on 
green-belt  land  are  mainly  in 
the  the  South,  South  East  and 
South  West  Today  water 
companies  will  give  warning 
that  counties  in  parts  of  the 
South  can  no  longer  sustain 
housing  development  because 
of  a  shortage  of  water 
supplies. 

Simon  Festing,  housing 
campaigner  for  Friends  of  the 
Earth,  said:  “Labour’s  ap¬ 
proach  on  housing  spells 
disaster  for  the  countryside. 
To  reject  the  commons ense 
alternative  of  urban  regenera¬ 
tion  through  more  housing  is 
folly  ar  such  an  early  stage  in 
the  debate.  Now  we  face  ever- 
increasing  urban  sprawl." 

Tony  Burton  of  the  Council 
for  die  Protection  of  Rural 
England  said  that  building 
mare  homes  in  the  country¬ 
side  than  was  needed  would 
also  increase  commuting, 
leading  to  increased  emis¬ 
sions  of  carbon  dioxide.  This 
would  make  it  harder  for  the 
Government  to  meet  its  ambi¬ 
tious  target  of  cutting  green¬ 
house  gases  by  20  per  cent  by 
2010. 

“It  also  flies  in  the  face  of  all 
the  research  which  shows 
that  local  authorities  have 
barely  begun  to  look  at  the 
capacity  of  their  urban  ar¬ 
eas,"  he  said. 

Tim  Yea  the  Conservative 
spokesman  on  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  former  Environ¬ 
ment  Minister,  said:  “We  are 
gobbling  up  land  much  too 
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Kent  takes 
brunt  with 
116,000  houses 

By  Rachel  Kelly,  property  correspondent  ; 
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quickly.  The  only  way  to  slow 
it  down  is  to  move  the  target 
up  to  60  per  cent  and  in  the 
medium  term  to  75  per  cent  I 
am  confident  that  that  figure 
is  perfectly  attainable  with  a 
change  in  policies  on  land 
use.” 

He  said  that  there  were 
already  signs  that  the  Gov¬ 


ernment  was  prepared  to 
sacrifice  the  green  belt  to 
development. 

A  spokesman  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  die  Environment 
said:  “The  Government  rec¬ 
ognises  that  there  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  concern  about  the  green 
belt  But  green  belts  have 
doubled  in  area  duing  the 


past  20  years,  whereas  the 
amount  of  land  in  urban  use 
has  gone  up  by  just  over  10 
per  cent  during  the  same 
period." 

The  plan  to  get  60  per  cent 
of  the  new  housing  into  inner 
city  sites  was  proposed  by 
John  Grimmer,  the  former 
Environment  Secretary,  at 


the  launch  last  year  of  the 
Government's  Green  Paper 
Household  Growth :  Where 
shall  we  Live? 

The  UK  Round  Table  on 
Sustainable  Development; 
which  advises  government 
later  proposed  a  more  ambi¬ 
tious  target  of  75  per  cent  for 
urban  regeneration] 


THE  Garden  of  England 
may  become  Britain's  big¬ 
gest  building  site  with .  at 
least  116,000  homes  expected 
to  be  built  in  Kent  by20H,  an 
analysis  of  county  councils’ 
plans  reveals: 

The  second  worst  affected 
county  is  Essex,  where 
106.000  new  houses  will  be 
boflt,  foHowed  by  Devon, 
where  99,000  homes  are 
planned.  The  counties  that 
will  escape  the  bulk  of  new 
housebuilding  indude  Dur¬ 
ham,  'where  only  22,400 
homes  are  expected,  and 
Cambria,  with  27.500  new 
homes  expected  by  2006. 

In  general  the  survey 
found  that  the  greatest  pres¬ 
sure  for  homes  wfll  be  on  the 
Sooth  East,  South  West,  East 
Midlands  and  Easton  re¬ 
gions,  with  die  North  under 
die  leak  pressure. 

Clive  Aslet,  editor  of  Coun¬ 
try  Life,  which  published  the 
survey  today,  said:  These 
figures  are  a  uniformly  dis¬ 
mal  tally.  Anyone  who  keeps 
their  eyes  open,  travelling 
round  die  shire  counties,  will 
realise  the  damage  that  has 
already  been  wrought  in 
recent  decades.  These  plans 
show  the  blueprint  for  dev¬ 
elopment  in  the  future. 

Enough  is  enough." 

The  survey  highlights  the 
pressure  on  green  belt  land 
and  Areas  of  Outstanding 
Natural  Beauty.  Govern¬ 
ment  figures  show  that  there 
will  be  4.4  million  new 
households  by  2016  because 


of  the  growing  number,  of 
single  people,  the  divorced, . 
and-  elderly.  The  councils1 
structure  plans  give  develop¬ 
ers  an  idea  of  where  plan¬ 
ning  permission,  is  likely  to 
be  granted. 

Green  heft  land  is  threat¬ 
ened  in  Hertfordshire,  vil¬ 
lages  on  the  Chittern  Downs 
in  Buckinghamshire  may  be 
lost  in  urban  sprawl  hous¬ 
ing  is  atpccted  tomattipfy 
near  Stansted  airport  in 
Essex,  and  there  are  fears  for 
green  belt  fond  in  North¬ 
umberland- 

New  houses  for  commut¬ 
ers  are  planned  in  Durham, 
new  towns  are  planned  for 
East  Sussex,  and  Devon 
villages  may  become  large 
towns,  the  survey  warns. 

The  Painsvrick  Valley  in 
Gloucestershire  is  under 
threat  from  Stroud-  District  - 
Council,  which  proposes  to 
build  1.500  new  bouses.  The 
valley-  is  an  Area  of  Out¬ 
standing  Natural  Beauty 
immortalised  by  Laurie  Lee, 
and  villages  such  as  Dursley, 
Cam.  and  Painswtdc  are 
expected  to  bear  the  brant  of 
Gloucestershire  County 
Council's  structure  plan. 

There  are  plans  to  develop 
green  belt  land  surrounding 
Slough,  where  40,000  hect¬ 
ares  are  to  be  released  for 
L000  new  homes.  Several 
Berkshire  greenfield  sales 
have  been  earmarked,  in¬ 
cluding  Sanddford,  near 
Newbury,  where  1.250  dwefi- 
bqp  are  expected  by  2006. 
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IT’S  YOUR  FINAL  CHANCE  TO  ORDER 
A  HALF  PRICE  KITCHEN  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS 


Taste  and  elegance  have  just  become  much  more  affordable. 

In  the  Magnet  Half  Price  Autumn  Sale  all  cabinets  in  50  kitchen  and  bedroom  ranges 
are  reduced  in  price,  most  by  50%.  There  are  also  stunning  offers  on 
a-—  and  Whirlpool  appliances.  So,  whatever  your  taste,  you'll  find  all  the 
choice  you  want  at  your  local  Magnet  showroom.  Why  not  call  in  today! 


AN  ANIMAL  rights  activist 
who  waged  a  one-man  terror 
campaign  against  high  street 
shops  causing  millions  of 
pounds  worth  of  damage  was 
yesterday  convicted  of  a  series 
of  firebomb  attacks. 

Barry  Horne,  who  is  unem¬ 
ployed,  was  unanimously  con¬ 
victed  of  arson  attacks  on 
shops  on  foe  Isle  of  Wight  and 
of  planting  incendiary  devices 
in  the  Broad  mead  Shopping 
Centre  in  the  heart  of  Bristol 
between  1984  and  1985. 

The  jury  also  brought  in 
unanimous  guilty  verdicts  on 
five  counts  of  attempted  arson 
and  being  reckless  as  to  wheth¬ 
er  life  was  endangered. 

Judge  Simon  DarwaH- 
Smith  adjourned  the  case  for 
pre-sentence  reports  until  Fri¬ 
day  December  5. 

As  he  left  the  dock  Horae, 
extended  his  right  arm  in  a  fist 
salute  to  a  handful  of  friends 
in  the  public  gallery. 

Home  chose  not  to  give 
evidence  on  his  own  behalf 
and  no  witnesses  were  called 
for  foe  defence,  but  it  was 
submitted  for  him  that  be  had 
not  been  reckless  and  that  he 


had  not  intended  to  harm 
anyone.  Devices  found  in  his 
possession  were  timed  to  go  off 
after  midnight,  when  shops 
would  be  empty. 

Ian  CHen,  QC.  prosecuting, 
told  the  jury  (hat  the  Isle  of 
Wight  -Fire  Services  were 
stretched  to  the  limit  on  foe 
rright  of  August  23, 1994,  .when 
shops  were  hit  in  Ryde  and 
Newport  on  the  Isle  of  Wight 
by  firebomb  attacks.  The  Fire 
Service  had  to  call  for  rein¬ 
forcements  from  mainland 
Hampshire.  Dozens  of  people 
had  to  be  evacuated  from 
nearby  premises  but  no-one 
was  injured. 

He -maintained  the  attacks 
were  an  art  of  “political  terror¬ 
ism"  in  support  of  animal 
rights. 

The  jury  heard  that  the 
worst-hit  premises  was  Boots, 
in  Newport  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  in  a  £2.8  million  blaze. 

fire  investigators  recovered 
several  firebombs  which  had 
failed  to  detonate.  These  were 
similar  in  construction  to  ones 
found  when  officers  of  the 
Sooth  East  Regional  Crime 
Squad  arrested  Home  after  a 


Home:  left  incendiaries  ; 

month-long  surveillance 
operation. 

.  Four  cigarette-packet  explo-* 
sive  devices  were  concealed’ 
inside  his  jacket  and  a  police 
raid  of  his  Birmingham  flat*, 
revealed  a  further  six  of  the 
same  type.  .  « 

After  conviction  the  jury, 
was  -told  that  Home,  45,  had 
previously  been  before  toft 
courts  for  his  animal  rights' 
activities. 

In  September  1988  at  lan-. 
caster  Crown  Court  he  was, 
given  a  six-month  suspended,  . 
sentence  and  ordered  to  pay: 
£750  fines  and  costs  for.  at-.* 
tempting,  to  steal  a  dolphin  ' 
from  Marineland  centre  aC 
Morecambe. 

And  in  November  1991  he 
was  given  a-  three-year  sett- 
tence  for  possessing  an  incen-. 
diary  device  —  a  plastic  bottle 
with  flammable  liquid  and  a 
tuner. 

At  Oxford  Crown  Court  in* 
February  1995  he  was  ordered, 
to  do  80  hours  of  community 
service  for  having  taken  part 
in  violent  disorder  ata  scientif¬ 
ic  conference  in  Oxford  in.’ 
September  1993.  V. 
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Country  house’s  price 
doubles  to  £12  million 


Free  Dishwasher 
ADG7I0  worth  £599.99  (RRP) 
when  job  fpoul  £  1500 

or  more  excluding  installation. 

Ask  in  more  for  detail*. 


^|IFF  and  Whirlpool  Choose  from  the  wide  range  of  top  brand 
appliance*  kr  evoking,  rtfrigmlkm  and  humdiy.  Designs  and  lechzuAacy 
10  nnnpleatent  kitchen*  of  all  nvles.  fro®  contemporary  minim  steel  to  traditional 
coloured  appliances.  Many  at  special  promotional  prices.  Ask  in  store  foe  details. 


Magnet 

Food  for  thought 


Thete's  »e  tench  to  choose  frwn  K  Magnet  ladwkng  «n  iamjductery  offaraaOdoaJpor  options.  For  soar  nearest  sLumtwau  call  SCQQ I  '”0800 1^21^2 

Opening  bom  Mam%  ujSwarrkr&OO-^OO  farvwljo  open  mad  liOOaaTtarida;  ind  1W  an  Scndiy  Check  each  bnach  be  cktsds 

DtwauaCi  arc  ofT  prices  rittrepd  bmmn  -fell  Aagnx  sad  MA  Scpunbrr  E99T 


By  Rachel  Kelly 

A  GRADE  21  fisted  house 
on  the  Thames  was  sold 
yesterday  for  £12  million, 
almost  double .  its  asking 
price,  a  City  bind  manager. 
The  selling  agents  believe 
foe  sale  Is  foe  Largest  price 
paid  for  a  country  house 
this  year. 

Cnlham  Court  is  a  late 
18th-century  Georgian 
bouse  in  Berkshire  with  689 
acres  running  down  to  the 
Thames,  owned  by  a  family 
trust  of  foe  Kerens  family, 
who  made  their  money  in 
banking.  Its  sale  to  Marfyn 
Arbib,  chairman  of  Perpet¬ 
ual  Fund  Management 
Group,  bears  witness  to  the 
strength  of  the  market  for 
prime  country  houses  to  (be 
west  of  London. 

The  house  was  original^ 
priced  at  €6 £  million  by 
Knight  Frank  in  August  to 
reflect  foe  rarity  of  a  boose 
with  so  much  land  near 


Culham  Coart  estate  is  on  the  Thames  near  Henley 


Hcntey.  Interest  from  po¬ 
tential  buyers  was  im¬ 
mediate.  the  house  was 
sold  to  Mr  Arbib  after 
strong  competition  from 
one  other  unnamed  buyer. 
The.  sale  was  agreed  after 
what  foe  agents  describe  as 
“intense  negotiation". 

Rupert  BradstodL  from 
foe  buying  agents  Property 
Vision,  estimates  that  prices 


of  country  estates  have  risen 
by  30  per  cent  this  year. 
There  Is  special  demand  for . 
estates  to  the.  west  of 
London  because  of  access  to 
Heathrow. 

.  Mr  Arbib,  58*  started 
Perpetual  in  J973  in  Hentey 
and  has  built  a  .  business 
managing  funds  worth  over 
£&!  button  without  uproot¬ 
ing  to  London. 
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Mrs  Maine  with  Emma.  Alice  and  Thomas.  She  used  tp  gaage  their  moods  by  the  topics  on  their  faces 


By  Paul  Whittaker 

AFTER  31  years  in  a  dknt 
world,  tbe  first  sounds  Staie 
Maine  heard  were  not  exact¬ 
ly  mask  to  her  earsL 
“What  a  racket,  there’s  no 
character  to  it  at  aR"  the  3S- 
y ear-old  mother-of-three 
said  after  a  pioneering  co¬ 
chlea  implant  operation  to 
restore  her  bearing  gave  her 
her  first  experience  of 
music  in. the  form  of  the 
Spice  Girts  album  owned  by 
her  daughter  Emma.  But 


adds  spice  to  life 


hearing  her  children’s 
voices  for  die  first  time 
evoked  a  1  flood  of  new 
emotions.  Mrs  Maine  previ¬ 
ously  had  to  study  the  faces 
of  Emma,  &  Ihomas,  6,  and 
Alice,  2,  to  .interpret  their 
moods.  “It’s  absolutely  bril¬ 
liant  and  1  can  now  teB 


when  my.  AMrw  are 
laughing  or  crying  without 
looking  at  flidr  faces  first 
My  daughter  Emma  is  con¬ 
stantly  making  different 
noises  and  watching  me  far 
a  reaction.” 

Mrs  Maine,  from  Bishop 
Auckland,  Durham,  is  the 


first  person  in  the  world  to 
be  fitted  with  the  new  type  of 
implant  The  device — which 
took  a  French  company  IS 
months  to  mafci»  and 
£16,000  to  develop  —  is  tbe 
size 'of  two  50p  pieces  pat 
together.  It  contains  three 

da  ifal  Uiwmlalp  Hu- 

bearing  nerve  and  feed 
sounds  to  die  brain.  Sur¬ 
geons  inserted  it  behind  her 
left  ear  in  a  four-hour  NHS 
operation  at  North  Riding 
Infirmary  in  Middles¬ 
brough. 


i  •  BvttWLWtaJumort''- 

I  .  * 

»  JUNIOR  school  head- 
rcher  accused  of  assaulting 
Gen-year-old  pupil  who  was 
disrupting  a  lesson  went  on 
trial  yesterday./ 

•  Ian  Blakeley,  47,  denies 
causing  actual  bodily  harm  to 
die  boy  during  an  art  class  at 
Crosland  Moor  Junior  School 
fait  year.  He  daims  that  the 
boy  had  been  showing  off  and 
he  was  simply  pushing  his 
head  back  towards  the  work 
be  was  supposed  to  be  doing. 

Yesterday  at  Bradford 
Crown  Court.  Sean  Moms, 
for  tbe  prosecution,  said  that  a 
doctor  had  examined  die  boy^s 
diet*  the  day  after  the  inci¬ 
dent  and  found  it  to  be 
Reddened  and  swollen. 

^  •  Mr  Morris  tokJ  the  jury  that 
jrthe  bey, -from  Huddersfield, 
West -Yorkshire,  was  known 
for  his  disruptive  behaviour. 
On  December  16  Mr  Blakeley, 
who  bad  been  head  since  1993, 
took  the  dass  to  oover  for  die 
usual  teacher. 

Mr  Morris  said:  “The  boy 
was  playing  ,  up  as  he  was 
wont  to  do.  He  was  told  to 
behave  but  he  carried  on.  Mr 
Blakeley  lost  his  temper  and 
strode  towards  the 'boy.  got 
hold  of  him.  either  by  his 
jumper  or  with  his  hand 
under  his  chin,  and  slapped 
him  with  the.  other  hand.  The 


Ian  Blakdey  and  his  wife  Hazel  at  court  yesterday 


boy  said  dial  he  slapped  him 
across  bis  face  with  the  open. 
_palm  of  his  ftand  and  called 
hima  squirt" 

The  bey  tdd  hfc  father  when 
be  went  home  and  his  parent 
called  in  the  police- Three  days 
kter  Mr  Blakeley  was  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Huddersfield  police 
officers.  He  told  diem  the  boy 
was  “sniggering  and  making 
noises". 

Mr  Morris  said:  “Hesaid  he 
went  over  to  shout  at  him.  He 
said,  T  don’t  normally  shout 
but  I  did  it  defiberatriy  to 
shock  him.  I  got  hold  of  his 
face  because  he  was  deliber¬ 
ately  looking  away  from  me.  1 
pushed  his  race  to  direct  him 
towards  his  work  and  said. 


This  is  why  you  come  to 
school’. 

“It  was  not  my  intention  to 
slap  him,  I  was  trying  to  direct 
him  towards  the  task  he  was 
meant  to  be  doing.  I  did 
nothing  to  hurt  him.  He  cried 
and  sulked  and  1  told  him  to 
get  on  with  his  work.  He  later 
produced  some  very  good 
work."  •  • 

Giving  evidence  an  a  closed- 
cirarit  television  link,  die  bey 
admitted  he  was  regularly  in 
trouble  and  that  his  father  had 
been  called  to  see  staff  on  at 
least  five  occasions  about  bis 
behaviour. 

He  said  he  was  talking  to  a 
girt  classmate  when  Mr 
Blakeley  attacked  him.  “He 


had  not  spoken  to  me  before, 
he  just  went  for  me."  he  said. 
He  said  the  teacher  seized  him 
by  the  neck,  forcing  his  face  up 
and  dim  slapped  him  hard 
across  foe  left  cheek.  “My 
neck  was  stinging  all  day  and 
the  next,  and  my  cheek  was 
sort" 

Cross-examined  by  Jona¬ 
than  Rose,  counsel  for  Mr 
Blakeley,  the  boy  admitted 
that  he  was  in  trouble  most 
days.  He  denied  that  he  had 
been  showing  off,  or  lying 
when  he  said  that  the  teacher 
had  hit  him  hard. 

An  11-year-old  girl  from  die 
same  class  said  she  had  seen 
Mr  Blakeley  take  the  bay  by 
tbe  jumper  after  several  class¬ 
mates  baH  complained  about 
tbe  boy  putting  diem  off  their 
work.  She  said  she  saw  the 
teacher  hit  the  boy  across  die 
faoe.  “I  was  shocked,  die  rest 
of  the  dass  went  quiet  I  didn’t 
think  Mr  Blakeley  would  do 
something  like  that"  she  said. 
Cross-examined  she  agreed 

that  ft  was  not  a  hard  blow.  Tt 
was  a  kind  of  push,"  she  said. 

Another  classmate,  who 
was  aged  10  at  the  tune,  said  in 
a  video  interview  with  police: 
“1  didn’t  think  Mr  Blakeley  hit 
him  hard  and  1  started  to 
laugh-  1  didn’t  even  think  he 
had  hit  him.  I  heard  no  sound 
and  I  didn't  see  the  boy  ay." 

The  trial  continues. 


Sacked  smoker 
loses  his  case 


Gardener’s  home 
claim  thrown  out 


By  Simon  oe  Bruxelles 


Bv  Joanna  Bale 


A  MAN  who  was  sacked  for 
smoking  in  his  car  nrtne 

■  company  car  park  yesterday 
lost  his  claim  for  -  unfair 

f^Sustrial  tribunal  Ttfed 
.  that  tbe  man's  employer  naa 
foe  right  to  dismiss  him  for 
.  breaking  a  strict  nchsmokmg 
rule.  Craig  BoweryL  ^  a 
farkfift  thick  driver  employed 
by  Anchor  Foods,  was  sadked 
“  in  June  after  be  was  spotted 
smoldng  in  his  y  jM 
managS  at  <»mpwy's 

■  butter  factory  m  Swindon. 

Wiltshire.  _  ,  v  ^ 
Aramda  SaJidfcri,  of 
e  anfosnwking  Jobby  ^ASH, 

.  -n£  tribunal  in  Bnsfofwas 
fold  that  the- firm  bannedjg 
.  430  employees  from  smokmg 
T"  reasons  ana 

Sdered  them  ** 

site  during  workmg^J— 

Mr  Bowery  a  fathexof  twtv 


who  had  worked  at  foe  rite  for 
four  years.  Gold  foe  tribunal: 
“The  policy  was  totally  ig- 


.there,  smoke..  I  thought  IWouId 
get  a  verbal  warning  but  not 
be  sacked.  After  afl;-I  was 
some  considerable  distance 
frfoh  wherfc  food  is  produced.” 

Cofin  Sara,  foe  tribunal 
chairman,  found  that  Anchor 
Foods  was  justified  in  sacking 
Mr  Bowery.  Tt  was  made 
dear  that  smoking  would  riot 
be  tolerated,"  he  said. 

;  ’  After  the  case  Mr  Bowery 
said:  “Companies  should  Set 
aside-ra  room  for  peopfe-like 
us.”  Marion e  Nicholson,  of 


foe-.-Freedom.^for  Rights  to 
Enjoy  Smoking  Tobacco  (For¬ 
est),  said  fast  ,  nighb  “This  is 
outrageous.  Smokers  have 
rights,  -tod,-  fold  companies 
need  to  accommodate  them." 

Martin  Lorigan,  for  Anchor 
Foods,  said  the  ruling  vindi¬ 
cated'  thEj  compahy’5  bam 

“What  is  more  important, 
hygiene  or  allowing  employ¬ 
ees  to  smoke  in  theft-  cars?” 


!  A  GARDENER  who  worked 
for  sewn  years  without’ pay 
for  a  wealthy  widow,  who 
promised  him  he  would  in¬ 
herit  her  bouse,  hot  '  then 
secretly  changed  her  mind, 
lost  his  riatm  at  the  High 
Court  yesterday. 

Robert  Ihyfor  was  eaped- 
lag  to  inherit .  Gertrude 
Parker’s  £250,000  bungalow 
and  its  half  acre  garden  in 
Crowthorne,  Berkshire, 
where  he  had  worked  far  21 
years.  He  now  faces  legal 
costs  of  up  to  £75,000.  . 

Judge  Weeks  ruled  that 
there  was  no  law  forcing 
anyone  tp  keep  a  promise. 
Although  Mrs  Parker  had 
promised  Mr  Taylor  in  1988 
and  1991  tint  she  would  be 
making  a  wQl  in  his  favour, 
be  sakh  “There  fa  a  difference 

between  saying  yon  wiliinake 
a.  wiD  and  saying  yon  wiB  not 
irvoke  ft.  There  was  nothing 
unfair,  unjust  or  morally 
objectionable  to  Mrs 
Parker's  change  of  her  wiB  in 
1995."  In  that  wffl  Mrs 
Parker,  who  died  the  foSow- 


iag  year  aged  86,  left  the  bulk 
of  her  estate  to  Margaret 
Bosber,  one  of  her  cams, 
and  £1,000  to  MrTaykw,  who 
acted  as  a  carer  in  the  last 
years  of  her  fife. 

The  judge  said  Mrs  Parker 
befieved  that  Mrs  Bosherwas 
“more  likely  to  carry  out  her 
wishes"  and  live  in  tin:  bouse 
rather  tiran  seH  it  to  develop¬ 
ers.  "What  could  be  criticised 
was  not  idling  Mr  Taylor  at 
the  time  when  he  was  work¬ 
ing  without  pay  on  tbe  under-, 
standing  that  he  was  to 
inherit  the  home.” 

But  he  said  that  this  “cer¬ 
tainly  did  noC  entitle"  Mr 
Taylor  to  the  house. 

After  the  bearing  Mr 
Taylor,  57,  from  Cambcrky. 
Sarny,  said  that  the  costs 
would  "deaa  me  out”,  add¬ 
ing:  “She  basically  used  me- 
She  was  frightened  that  if  I 
stopped  going  there  ■  she 
would  have  to  go  into  cane." 

Mr  Taylor  said  after  the 
judgment  that  Mrs  Bosber 
had  said  she  would  make  him 
an  offer. 


on  your  overdraft 


Caution:  Go  overdrawn  on  many  bank  accounts  and  you'll  be  charged  S 
a  hefty  monthly  usage  fee.  But  not  with  an  Abbey  National  Bank  Account.  | 
An  approved  overdraft  from  Abbey  National  carries  no  monthly  fee,  | 
no  arrangement  fee  and  even  has  an  attractive  rate.  In  fact,  as  you  can  see 

& 

•  r\ 

from  the  table  below,  you  could  save  an  incredible  £96  a  year  in  monthly  & 
fees  alone  if  you  were  to  switch  from  another  bank  we  could  mention. 


Abbey  National 
Barclays 
Lloyds 
Nat  West 


Approved  monthly 
overdraft  fee 


None 

£5 

£8 

£5 

£6 


Cost  of  approved 
overdraft  usage  fee 
over  a  year 


None 

£60 

£96 

£60 

£72 


Source:  The  Research  Department  Ltd.  Ail  financial  information  is  checked  for  accuracy  on  a  weekly  basis. 

And  it  doesn't  stop  there.  The  Abbey  National  Bank  Account  offers 
everything  else  you  would  expect  from  a  bank  account  and.  If  you're 
switching  from  another  bank,  we'll  give  you  a  four  month  interest  free 
overdraft  so  there's  no  danger  of  upsetting  your  cash-flow. 

Interested?  Then  you'll  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  can  apply  for  an 
Abbey  National  Bank  Account  over  the  phone  and  receive  a  decision  there 
and  then.  So  to  apply,  pick  up  the  phone,  call  Abbey  National  Direct  on 
0500  200  500  and  quote  reference  A564A.  Or  pop  into  your  local  branch. 


0500  200  500 


Banking 


www.abbeynational.co.uk 


f-£-  Sto*, 


Because  life's  complicated  enough. 


■‘T  >-  ‘ 


Telephone  Hoes  open  Monday  t0  Friday  9boi  ig  Spin  and  Saturday  9am  to  1pm.  lo  assist  vs  10  Improving  our  service,  we  may  record  or  monitor  telephone  calls. 
Comparisons  based  on  interest  bearing  current  accoonts.  Rates  may  vary.  Overdrafts  ate  only  available  to  Abbey  National  Bank  Account  holders,  subject  to 
states  and  not  available  to  persons  under  is  years,  written  quotations  are  available  on  request.  After  the  Initial  interest  (fee  period,  interest  will  be  payafcfe 
at  the  standard  variable  rale,  correnUy  31.9W  APE  on  authorised  overdrafts  (13.9*  APR  ellettfve  horn  30.11.97).  APR  Is  variable.  Overdrafts  are  repayable 
at  any  time  in  accordance  with  out  personal  bdQkiBg  terms  and  conditions.  Barclays  authorised  overdraft  rare  iB.eifa  APR,  Uoyds  i9.8fc  APR,  Naiwect  17.8%  arr 
TSB  18.8%  APR.  Abbey  National  and  the  Umbrella  Cpuple  symbol  are  trademarks  of  Abbey  national  pic.  Abbey  Mouse,  Baker  Street,  london  NWl  6X1* 
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Currys 

WHITE 

CHRISTMAS 


FRIDGE  FREEZERS  * 

SAVE  I  e130 


* 


OPTION* 


* 


*-  * 


* 


SAVE 


* 


ON  ALL  PRODUCTS 
OVER  i  100 

DISHWASHERS.  * 

SAVE  £130**. 


S3  cult  Fridge 
Freezer 
■4deu.ft.Mag*- 

■  2  fdly  ndJustaW* 
wherada. 

■  Freezer  basket 

Model  N1T6. 

W*f£329J9. 

In-store 

VOUCHER  PRICE 


y“ 


80 


i! 


-1; 


Ir.ll  .  . 

.-yc* .  vr  j'.«c  «r*f 
;  L  •  "*  .V 


f189» 


FXTRA  VOUCHER 


O^A  HUGE  RANGE  OF  LAUNDRY,  REFRIGERATION 

&  DISHWASHING  APPLIANCES 


8*j &?*&»***■ 

ffeYv 

v- ' 

-«$».  <*'  *  .  '*• 

>;  *V  ‘*  »  .•  ’ 


y'V 


.  ‘  •**- =• "  -  f,V  * 

“L- 


»<'  ' 


K 


ggsaSTTaP®*85 

assr1,  Bail  ofita 

■  MONTHS  M1BOBT  FW  OHIO** 


HOOVER  wwh» ‘software' 


4propammes. 
MxM  D7G10. 
WM  £399.99. 


Model  DS17- 
WeCQWU 


*,  ^WASHING  MACHINES  ^ 


SAVE  0  el  20 


ZANUSSl  MdMLi wdaj  fw« 

■  Autodafrort  ^^B 

zszks,.  ESL$|» 

Vtel  £429-99.  imonHSKTEBSTH**  omen* 


rag 


■wwfaleipln  speed.  BWB  s*±’Ta 
■  Half  load  option.  BM  *JAft 

Model  R1282.  Brill  f  VMqq 

W»  £51939.  tmMSifSr* 

10  MOUTHS  BflCTEST  fflgOPTnMC 

AEG  800  Spfct  AutOKMfanr _ 

Model  50400.  *^2“ 

■“S'  ™£®J8 

FWEE  OPTION* _ 

HOTPOINT  1200  Spin -AqUMjJ 

■Mnmldlt  ■■■  SALE  PtOU 

Model  WM64.  BW  J%Q 

Win  £52939-  |l|lil]|iL/?lM 

10  month:  HISMCTbbw 

MOST  HH  OPTIOW 


ARISTON 

12  place  settings.  BPM 
Model  LS603.  Ulllll  lift 

Price  Excluding  9LUf/IH| 

Traded  07939.  —I—  *■»■»*■ 

G  MONTHS  M1EHEST  FRE  OPTIONT 


AEG  Ml-Stai  XltoPwadr 


wy?' : 


BOSCH 

1DJ9  CU-ft. 

Fridge  Freezer 

■  Duel  compression. 

■  AdjustobW  shelves. 

■  Automatic  defrost 

■  4-ster  freezer  rating. 
Model  KG3772- 

Was  £52939. 

In-store  Prk*  £479.99. 

6  MONTHS  INTEREST 


EXTRA  VOUCHER 

CrTS 


EXTRA  VOUCHER 


MBEnnK 

OPTION* 


EXTRA  VOUCHER 


HOTPOI  NT  iooospfciiiweM*_ 

Antoradiar  KfH 

mtobubble  display.  PFKI  M  in 
Model  WM71.  H  iUH  «W 

W»  £55939.  nmi  l  ld« 

n  months  wtctest  rag  oynoer 


130^, _ 

WASHER  &  TUMBLE  DRYERS .  ^ 

SAVE  To  el  60*; 


.i 


ZANUSSl  coo  spin 


LVE 

TAL  OF  1 


AEG  IMP  Spin  ■QtoUnanf  Nnoiwdter 
Model72e0a  HB  SAI^WKE 
Was  £69939.  PWI  Pflfl 

Srssr  BUoSite 


■SUpvnbmnWmWM  fftfl 

Model  WDJ1294.  BilH  <H 

W«s  K7939.  il  l  i 

nWOWlBWIMIBTfWdHIWf  _ 

WHITE  KNIGHT  ^ 

inblbrnMa  Dryer  MB 

■  Final  rooltss(i*fe.|W|B  .  IV| 

■  2  haat  mttingi.  EM  f  IZzfQQ 

Model  41L  ■■*** 

Was  £16939.  _ 


HOTPOINT  IIHiHanMo  Dry-r 
■  hrena  action.  ■■  SRW9NKE 
■VMhasekKkjdvLBigB  4AA 

sa& 

6  MONTHS  MimEST  uPTWN~ _ 


ZANUSSl  ia.-awM.fty. 

■  hwse action.  BHB 

■  tndudfStfcntkft.  KB  Iflf 

Model  IDS  4.  Pill  flMJ 
WkS  £24939-  M^B 

G  MONTHS  INIHItST  Rlffl  OPTION 


’t;  U  '>  >'•  ’ 


ZANUSSl  73 CuJt.  Rx»tt-Fr— 


EXTRA  VOUCHER 


BE® 


• 


fridges 

SAVE  e60 

:lfdl»7ilTTr 


* 


•  Issladcnspers- 

■  3  fully  adjusttbl* 
wdrando. 

■  Dairy  compartment 
Model  1586. 

Was  £199  XL 
tn-storePJie*  .£149-99. 


petawS  mMm 

wraKTHH  omoN* 


WHITE 

KNIGHT 


HOTPOINT  Miyiajg fgffgg" 

The.  a  PoaUde  in  Pnbt 

linen arMcofly  Rltl  nflOQ 

WM61  Wa»  £40939.  BM 
10  MOmHS  MmEHEST  FNBE  OTOOir 


HOOVER  1200  spin 

Auhtwasber  B7W  SMcnx 
AvjMfaia  m Mayor  Ml 
Whita. Model 40123  B.lllflQnfl 
Wo  M2999. 

io  months  wnaiEsr  bb®  o*nc» 


WHIRLPOOLwoosom^ 


Wnatfewnperanae 
amaot.  Modd 
4WM371.WB  £36999 
(  MONTHS  BfTSESTHa 


7lb  Tumble  Dryer 

■  2  tieat  settings.  unnrmniirE 

■  Fatal  cool  tumble.  VOUOffRPWCE 

■  Compact  size.  ^kf\ 

SSffia  £9399 

Instore  Wee  £10939. 


WHITE  KNIGHT _ 

IT&BaverM  Action  B^B  '*KX 

MMd®*  Bw  Mm 

wai  £19939.  KB  *  l™3^ 


CANDY  *-7  olR.  Afdge  _ 

■  A^ustabta  BM| 

thermostat.  PJ1  Jin 

■full width  Ol  rttWiu 

atadotopac  |Bi  irWJJ 

Modal  GT402S.  Was  OOS39. 


WHIRLPOOL  W  sj a* 


4  ■:!  .  "  t.Li  J'v*. 


{139m 


60 


EXTRA  VOUCHER 


HOTPOINT  toco  sofa  ft»  uw 

amawadw  BBT.IB  SALenmE 

a  Hall  load  option.  BHVB  ^4Q 
a Economy  "ash.  R.|l|  «  |"fM 
Vtode!  WM52R  IU M  fa# 

JVas  £39939.  C  MOKHS  MOST  FREE  cmOT 


£ 


SAVE 

80 


£100 


HOTPoiOTjay-ja-s 

AoOiWeinAAr  MM  V|A 
VlMta  linen  or  UlU  (3=1349 

mraiT  Modd  vwn  Hiiiii  jjf  3? 

UW  09939.  nMONIHS 


HOTPOINT 

1000  Spin  -Aquarius' 

Autowasher 

■  Awa  Hattie  hi  Polar  White. 

Linen  or  Mercury. 

■  Aquarius  Wash  System  Plus. 

■  Intelligent  care 

OIHRYS  PRICE 

■  30  degrees 

silk  wash.  «Tt 

Model  WM62.  _  CMUaA 

Was  £448.99.  fjlljW 


* 


w*  * 


*  * 


FREEZERS  •  *  if 

SAVE  r100  .  '•  •! 


HOOVER 

1100  Spin  *Soft  Wave1  Wteher  Dryer 

■  Ecological  wash  system. 

■  Available  in  White  or  hwry, 
■Creasaguard  action.  SALE  rtiKJh 

'M~  {389s9 


{^ir^^essssxt? 


CAN  DV  4.1  cuA  Upright  I 

■  4-star  freezer  rating. 

■  Fait  freeze  fadfity. 

Model  CV12QS.  . 

was  £25939.  iMtora  Price  £17939. 


NOVA  SCOTIA  i» cbA 


■  Compact  stee. 

■  Adjustable  - 
tiiemwsot. 


vxl 

<rM*  T! 

£ft)0 

>ff.!  A^j.-  7 


trade-in 


WHIRLPOOL 


Model  AFG072. 
Price  Eadudlng 
TredtHn  £27939. 


VOUCHBt  PRICE 

fl  59.99 


OLUX  sjcaJtupripei 


Only  Currys  bring  you  all  this 


**■—*  DUMaaa 

•1. 


*  -  HI  v-  .  xo: 


With  Currys  Premier 
Advantage  Account 
you  can  take 
advantage  rrf  any 
Ci  edit  offer  in-store. 
Ask  lor  details. 


Rapmrs  7  days  a  weak 
Carrie  day  wherever 
possible). 


For  most  large  Hems 
tf  you  phone  before 
10am  Monday  to 
Friday  and  .  Dm 
within  10  miles  of 
a  Currys  store. 


BnuumoM 

On  all  freestanding 

gas  and  dearie 
eoaicen  by  CORGI 
mastered  anghtoen 
(eadudes  Northern 
Ireland  end  selected 
Scottish  smres). 


Currys 


IBRITAIN'S  BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL  STORES 


WATCH  OUT  FOR  OUR  VOUCHER  SPECIALS! 

:S553£5T 


- TPCPAY  NQVpi 
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wneeimgma 
tasty  dish  to  set 
before  a  queen 


\  ByDanielMcGriwv 

■V  riE  roast  beef  and  vegetables 
looked  appetising  enough  in 
the  tm  foil  dish,  but  Queen 
Elizabeth  the  Queen  Mother 
graciously  declined  a  meals- 
on-wheels  delivery  yesterday 
because  of  a  prior  lunch  date. 

The  appearance  erf  the  deliv¬ 
ery.  van  outside  her  London 
residence  had  tourists  and 
passers-by  wondering  at  the 
Royal  Family's  financial  stale. 
They  were  more  bewildered 
whan  die  Queen  Mother  could 
be  seen  lifting  the  lid  and 
nodding  with  approval  at  the 
apple  pie  and  custard  on  offer 
for  dessert  Had  it  not  been 
a  date  with  the  Canadian 
.  Jgh  Commissioner,  she  told 
Hfer  doorstep  delivery  men,  she 
would  have  welcomed  their 
delivery. 

Organisers  of  the  second 
annual  Meals  on  Wheels  Day 
knew  that  the  guaranteed  way 
to  .assure  publicity  was  to 
deliver  their  most  popular 
menu  to  the  nation’s  most 


Lunch  is  served:  the  most 
popular  meal  on  wheels 

celebrated  pensioner,  asrhey 
campaigned  for  more  govern¬ 
ment  funding  and  national 
guidelines  on  what  councils 
should  provide. 

They  had  not  checked  the 
Clarence  House  diary  before 
picking  the  dam.  A  spokesman 
for  the  Queen  Mother  said: 
"She  would  have  happily  eat¬ 
en  the  meal  but  she  had  this 
longstanding  engagement 
Even  so,  she  was  insistent  that 
the  van  should  be  seen  at 
Clarence  House  as  she  sup¬ 


ports  the  scheme."  The  royal 
verdict  was  thatthe  menu  was 
cansi&cably  more  appetising 
than  die  suet  dumplings  and 
rice  pudding  she  ladled  out 
when  delivering  meals  on 
wheds  during  the  Blitz. 

Roger  Denton,  chairman  of 
the  Advisory  Board  for  Social 
Services  Catering,  said:  *lr 
brought  back  memories  for 
her.  During  dte  war  she  had  to 
serve-  rice  pudding  for  almost 
every  meal  for  children 
because  it  contained  milk  and 
calcium.  They  hated  it.  She 
was  pleased  to  see  we  have 
-moved  on  since  then." 

Ministers,  MPs  and  local 
dignitaries,  spent  much  of 
yesterday  preparing  and  de¬ 
livering  meals  as  part  of  the 
campaign.  More  than  half  of 
each  year’s  26.  million  mwfc 
are  still  delivered  by  the 
Women’s  Royal  Voluntary 
Service,  of  which  the  97-year- 
old  Queen  Mother  is  presi¬ 
dent.  Age  Concern  and  Help 
the  Aged  are  among  other 
charities  who  help.  Roast  beef 


Royal  delivery:  the  Queen  Mother  and  Roger  Denton,  right,  with  meals-on-wheels  providers  Patricia  Cooke  and  Ahmed  Ailachi 


and  apple  pie  remain  the 
overwhelming  favourites. 

Mr  Demon  said:  "It  is  a 
disgrace  that  pensioners  get 
the  same  money  wherever 
they  live,  and  yet  in  some 
counties  they  get  deliveries 
every  day  and  in  others  oily 
two.  Some  pay  70p  for  a  fine 
meal,  others  pay  £2  for  often 


Gala  concert  in  aid  of  charities 
becomes  memorial  to  Princess 


ByAian  Hamilton 

THE  Queen  last  night  lock  the 
place  of  die  late  Diana.  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales,  at  a  concert  in 
LOTidon  which  was  planned  as 
:  Tala  but  became  a  memorial. 
*A  near-capadty  audience  of 
3.000  filled  the  Festival  Hall 
to  hear  a  programme  of  Mo¬ 
zart  which  is  expected  to  raise 
£75,000  for  Great  Ormond 
Street  Hospital  for  Children 
and  the  175th  anniversary 
appeal  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Music.  It  is  the  first  time 
since  the  Princess's  death  that 
ihe  Queen  has  takmher  place. 

When  die  concert  was 
plapned  earlier  this  year,  the 
Princess  accepted  an  in  vita-, 
tint  to.be  gpest  of  bonoorat 

jJwia*bes^ 


Ahotfine  has  been  set  up  to  cope  with  the  number  of 
people  wanting  to  raise  money  for  the  Diana.  Princess  of 
Wales  Memorial  Fund,  organisers  said  yesterday. 
Michad  Gibbins,  a  fund  trustee,  said:  "We  have  been 
.Impressed  by  the  number  of  people  who  have  a 
:  genuine  Interest  in  nosing  money  for  the  fund  throng 
commercial  ventures.’*  He  hoped  the  hoffine  would 
encourage  enterprise  by  providing  dear  guidelines  for 

obtaining  npprtwrd  Vahncfmm  ftf  fnwd.  The  hotline 
number  is  0S39  000  500. 


tal^ptagdjEpt  and,  made  irfc- 
quent  private  visits  there.  She 
had  also  been  president  of  the 


Royal  Academy  of  Music  since 
1985.  but  gave  up  the  post, 
along  with  about  100  chanties.  - 
upon  her  divorce  in  1996. 

After  the  Princess’s  death  in 
-August,  the  aeganisers  decid¬ 
ed  that  the  event  'should  be- 
cranaea  memorial,  tot d  asked 
the  Queen-^p  fake  Tier  place. 

seen- 

.the,'  fime^'as^: a_  gesture,  erf 
reconciliation  to  the  Princess. 
The  Queen  in  fact  outranked 


the  Princess  in  both  charities. . 
being  patron  of  both  the 
hospital  and  the  academy. 

Last  night's  programme, 
performed  by  the  Royal  Acad¬ 
emy  Sinfonia  with  Sir  Colin 
Davis  as  conductor,  was  al¬ 
tered  to  reflect  the  changed 
nature  of, the  occasion.  A. 
;  Mozart  violin  concerto  and  tile 
Symphony  No  ^ 36  •  were. 
dropped  in  favour  of  his 
requiem.  One  of  (he  soloists 
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boring,  cold  food.  Many  coun¬ 
cils  offer  daily  choices,  ethnic 
varieties,  and’ the  best  provide 
two  meals  a  day.  but  there  is 
no  agreed  programme." 

The  service  began  in  1943  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  where 
many*  evacuees  from  the 
London  Blitz  were  living.  The 
WRVS  was  asked  to  help 


when  a  chronic  flu  epidemic 
left  many  of  the  evacuees 
unable  to  leave  their  homes  to 
reach  food  stations.  Volun¬ 
teers  delivered  ration  packs 
and  bowls  of  thin  stew. 

By  1948.  the  National  Assis¬ 
tance  Act  provided  for  govern¬ 
ment  grants  to  local  auth¬ 
orities  who  wanted  to  offer 


meals  on  wheels.  WRVS  vol¬ 
unteers  delivered  many  in 
prams.  In  1957.  a  Private 
Member’s  Bill  to  force  all 
councils  to  provide  meals  was 
thrown  out.  but  in  1962  the 
Commons  agreed  that  local 
authorities  should  offer  grants 
to  voluntary  organisations 
providing  meals  on  wheels. 


and  where  possible  offer  their 
own  service. 

Mr  Denton  said:  "The  Care 
in  the  Community  Aci  makes 
provision  that  services,  in 
particular  meals,  should  be 
provided  to  keep  people  in 
their  own  homes,  what  it 
doesn’t  stipulate  is  what 
should  be  provided.” 


was  Lynne  Dawson,  who  sang 
part  of  the  Verdi  Requiem  at 
the  Princess’s  funeral. 

When  the  Queen  arrived 
she  was  met  by  Sir  Brian  Hill, 
chairman  of  the  hospital,  and 
Guy  Whalky,  chairman  of  the 
Royal  Academy.  She  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  posy  by  Sarah 
Mowat  15.  front  Enfield, 
northwest  London,  whose  ex¬ 
perience  straddles  both  chari¬ 
ties.  Having  been  treated  at 
Great  Ormond  Street  for  sev¬ 
en  years,  she:  now  plays  viola 
in  the  academy’s  junior 
orchestra. 

Hospital  officials  admit  that 
the  Princess’s  death  has  been  a 
big  blow.  "She  was  a  great 
asset  as  a  fundraiser,  and  a 
great  boost  to  morale  with  her 
'  frequent  visits,"  a  spokeswom¬ 
an  said;  No  derision  had  yet 
been  made  an  who  should 
replace  her.  Nor  has  the  Royal 
Academy  yet  found  a  new 
■  president. 
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number  of  early 


retirements  at 


cost  to  taxpayer 


of  £35,000,  reports 


Valerie  Elliott 


PENSION  funds  for.  millions 
of  local  authority  workers  are 
being  put  at  risk  because 
thousands  of  white-collar  staff 
—  mainly  senior  grades  — 
have  taken  advantage  of  gen¬ 
erous  early  retirement 
packages. 

Only  21  per  cent  of  countii 
workers  retire  at  die  age  of  65 
with  up  to  70  per  cent  in  some 
authorities  rearing  early  on 
health  grounds,  according  to 
an  Audit  Commission  report 
published  today. 

Last  year  the  average  age 
was  54  with  32.000  out  of 
42,000  retirements  taken  early 
at  an  average  cost  to  the 
taxpayer  of  £35,000.  The  cost 
of  a  senior  official  red  ring 
early  can  be  as  much  as 
£300,000.  Early  retirements 
over  the  past  six  years  have 
left  councils  facing  a  pension 
bill  of  £5.7  billion. 

When  Employees  in  private 
companies  take  early  retire¬ 
ment  their  pension  entitle¬ 
ments  are  reduced.  Bur  in 
local  government  an  official 
who  retires  early  suffers  no 
reduction  in  his  pension,  in¬ 
deed  councils  make  top-up 
payments.  In  most  cases  the 
pension  is  boosted  by  pay¬ 
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The  report  uncovers  levels  of  early  retirement  in  local  government  well  above  private  industry 


ments  to  cover  the  years  an 
official  would  have  worked  if 
he  had  stayed  on  until  normal 
retirement  age 
The  Audit  Commission  says 
that  the  viability  of  the  local 
government  pension  scheme 
is  under  threat  unless  drastic 
action  is  taken.  It  recommends 
tighter  checks  on  early  retire¬ 
ment  taken  on  health  grounds, 
including  an  independent 
medical  assessment  Councils 
should  make  spot  checks  on 
the  health  of  staff  who  have 


taken  early  retirement  to  see  if 
they  are  well  enough  to  return 
to  work. 

Councillors  should  ensure 
they  are  involved  in  decisions 
on  early  reriranent  and  know 
the  full  costs  of  pension  jack- 
ages.  Senior  officials  should  be 
made  more  accountable  for 
decisions  they  take  on  grant¬ 
ing  early  retirements. 

The  commission  dearly  be¬ 
lieves  the  discretion  of  officials 
to  offer  early  retirement  pack¬ 
ages  is  bong  abused.  The 


reporr  states:  “In  recent  years 
some  councils  have  used  the 
scheme  to  meet  objectives 
other  than  those  for  which  it  is 
originally  devised.  The  use  of 
early  retirement  has  drifted 
from  bong  exceptional  to  be¬ 
coming  expected." 

The  report  highlights  a 
system  of  “bumped"  redun¬ 
dancy  schemes  in  which 
highly  paid  senior  officers  are 
moved  to  lower-grade  posts 
before  early  retirement.  That 
lower  post  is  made  redundant 


but  a  new  senior  officer  is 
recruited  for  the  higher  grade. 

figures  show  that  the 
highest  paid  20  per  cent  of 
people  leaving  early  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  incurring  over 
40  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  early 
retirement 

Without  proper  scrutiny,  the 
commission  says  that  councils 
are  vulnerable  to  allegations 
of  doing  deals  “behind  closed 
doors". 

The  commission  report  also 
shows  that  the  number  of 


posts  by  the  local  authorities 
they  haw  just  left. 

In  Edinburgh,  Andrew 
Gold,  formerly  head  of  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  City  CounriTs 
property  sendees  depart¬ 
ment,  took  eaxty  rettremeni 
from  his  ei,00Q.  post  m 
March  with 'an  enhanced 
pension.  He  was  immediate¬ 
ly  rdiired  by  the  council  as  a 
consultant  on  the  planned 
£24  mittian  refurbishment 
of  Usher  Hafl.  one  of  the 
city’s  main  music  venues,  at 
a  rate  of  £200  a  day.  One  of 
hfa  main  tasks  in  hit  council 
job  had  been  overseeing  the 
llsber  Hall  project  John 


white-collar  staff  bas  in¬ 
creased  by  15  per  cent  in  the 
past  five  years  even  though 
overall  staff  numbers  have 
fallen  as  authorities  contract 
out  their  manual  work. 

Few  businesses  could  afford 
to  provide  such  generous  early 
retirement  tends,  the  report 
says.  “Average  ill-health  re¬ 
tirement  at  39  per  cent,  let 
alone  almost  70  per  cent  in 
some  cases  is  difficult  to 
defend." 

Auditors  acknowledge  that 


Council  when  it  merged 
with  Edinburgh  District 
Countii  earlier  this  year.  He 
was  then  appointed  to  a  job 
in  the  property  services  de¬ 
partment  of  the  new  unitary 
authority.  C3ty  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  CooontiL 
Daphne  Slade;  a  Conser-' 
vative  coantillor,v  .  stud: 
There  is  no  way  this  can  be 
the  best  way  to  spend  coun¬ 
cil  taxpayers’  money." 

in  Islington.  North 
London.  Conservative  oppo¬ 
sition  councillors  said  that 
early  retirement  had  fre¬ 
quently  been  used  as  a 
itimik  of  easing  out  contro- 


in  Gwent 
the  .Greater  Gwent  Pension 
Fund  which  represents  five 
councils,  said  be  knew  of 
several  former  officers  who 
had  been  r&empAoycd  by 
local  authorities  in  consulta¬ 
tive  roles.  “It  can  make  a  bit 
of  a  mockery  of  the  system 
sometimes,"  he  said. 

Mr  Nash  said:  The  coun¬ 
cils  I  represent  will  each 
budget  between  £500,000 
and  £!  million  for  pension 
costs  incurred  through  early 
retirement  in  1998-9.  That  is 
money  that  should  be  being 
spent  on  schools  and  social  { 
services.” 


they  have  heard  “anecdotal" 
stories  that  some  officials  have 
taken  early  retirement  on 
health  grounds  and  then  gone 
on  to  set  up  consultancy 
businesses  or  other  work,  but 
they  do  not  have  proof.  The 
commission,  however,  is  to 
send  auditors  to  check  the 
accounts  of  400  local  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  canting  year  and 
hope  to  identify  any  such 
cases. 

The  commission  believes 
that  local  authorities  should 


seta  target  of  just  25  per  cent 
for  retirements  on  poor  health 
grounds.  The  report.  Retiring 
Nature,  says:  “To  continue  the 
present  level  of  early  retire¬ 
ment  may  well  put  impossible 
pressures  on  pensions  hinds.” 

Sir Jeremy  Beecham.  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Local  Government 
Association,  said  that  local 
authorities  were  already  tight¬ 
ening  rules  for  pension 
schemes  and  making  savings. 

Leading  artide,  page  21 
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THE  judge  who  Set  Louise 
Woodward  free  has  asked  the 
public  to  leave  him  alone,- 
saying  that  he  would  not  talk, 
about  the  case  “evm  on  his 
deathbed”. 

Speaking  to  The  Times  yes¬ 
terday,  Judge  Hiller  Beilin 
Zobel  betrayed  the  obvious 
fatigue  of  aman  whose  lifehas 
been  held  :  hostage  by  the 
Woodward  case  for  nearly  a 
month.  • 

Dressed  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  ! 
with  his  trademark  bow  tie 
slackly  fastened,  Judge  Zobel  - 
65,  was  a  shadow  of  his  usual 
jauntyself  as  he  sat  hunched 
m  his  office  armchair.  After', 
greeting  me,  he  said:  “TO  talk, 
to  you  about 'Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes.  Ill  talk  to  you  about 
history.  TU  talk  to  you  about 
tite  Boston  Massacre,  but  I  . 
can’t  talk  to  you  about  the 
Woodward  case.  Ir  is  now  out 
of  my  hands.  The  case  no 
longer  bas  anything  to  do. with 
me.. IPs  now  a  part  of  the 
appellate  procedure. 

Tins  has  been  a  long  case," 
he  said,  his  voice  brittle  with 
exhaustion.  “But  it  has  left 
Judge  Zobel*s  court  for  good. 
My  mother  said  “never  say 
never1,  but  even  on  my  death¬ 
bed  I  would  never  talk  about 
the  case." 

He  sounded  relieved.  The 
attention  he  has  received  this 
week  has  been  relentless.  He 
has  had  to  change  his  tele¬ 
phone  number.  Where  once  he 
rode  home  on  the  subway 
every  evening,  he  now  drives 
home  with  a  bodyguard.  He 
has  been  threatened,  an  offi¬ 
cial  in  his  office  revealed. 

A  woman  who  works  w hh 
him  at  the  Middlesex  County 
Superior  Court  told  me  that 
Judge  Zobel  is  “totally  debOi- 


Zobek  now  has  to  drive 
home  with,  bodyguard  .: 

taied  and  drained  by  thetrial’V 
She  said:  “He  has  fort  Chat 
panache.  He’S  lost  the  naifr 
chief  and  the  showmanship. 
He  is  now  looking  old  and 
acting  old.  HeneedsahoDday. 
He  needs  to  spend  a  few  weeks 
just  tending  to  his  garden.*  (I 
. .  Acourt  derk  reveafeclEcw^ 
ever.  "His  calendar  is  foil  for 
Christmas,  He'S  not  going 
anywhere.” 

□  Thomas  Redly,  the  District 
Attorney  of  Middlesex  Coun¬ 
ty,  is  expected  to  apply  today 
for  a  “stay  order”-  against 
Judge  Zobel’s  decision  to  free 
Mis  s  Wood  ward .  If  successful 
his'  application  could  send 
Miss  woodward  back  to  pris¬ 
on  while  her  appeal  is  consid¬ 
ered.  In  private,  however, 
state  prosecutors  concede  that 
the  application  has  little 
chance  of  success. 

□  In  a  signed  letter  published 
yesterday,  47  doctors,  all -spe¬ 
cialists  m  the  treatment  of 
child  abuse,  dismissed  the 
medical  witnesses  who' testi¬ 
fied  for  the  ,'  d^nce  as 
“unreliable”.  . 
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Judge  jailed  for  third 
drink-driving  offence 


A  FORMER  county  court 
judge  was  jailed  for  28  days 
yesterday  after  ad  mining  his 
third  drink-driving  offence  in 
12  years. 

Angus  MacArthur.  who  re¬ 
signed  from  the  bench  earlier 
this  week,  was  described  in 
court  as  "a  broken  man"  who 
admitted  to  being  an  alcoholic. 
When  he  was  arrested  at 
930am  on  October  15  after  a 
collision  wirh  a  woman  motor¬ 
ist,  police  breathalysed  him 
and  found  he  was  more  than 
twice  the  legal  limit 

MacArthur.  55.  is  believed 
to  be  only  the  second  judge  to 
be  imprisoned  in  Britain  in  the 
modem  era.  Drink-drive  cam¬ 
paigners  yesterday  criticised 
as  too  lenient  his  jail  term  and 
a  £2.000  fine  and  ten-year 
driving  ban. 

Maria  Cape,  secretary  of  the 
Campaign  Against  Drink- 
Driving.  said  the  sentence  was 
nothing.  "Judges  should  be 
whiter  "than  white.  It's  a  scan¬ 
dal  and  a  disgrace  that  he  has 
been  allowed  to  continue  for  so 
many  years." 

The  court  at  Peterborugh 
was  told  how  MacArthur  re¬ 
garded  his  judicial  position  as 


‘Broken  man9  starts  his  sentence  as 
campaigners  claim  28-day  term  is 
too  lenient,  reports  Daniel  McGroiy 


a  "lonely  existence"  and  how. 
since  bis  divorce  in  1991.  he 
had  lived  alone  in  a  rented  flat 
in  Stamford.  Lincolnshire. 

After  his  previous  convic¬ 
tion  in  1993.  he  was  warned  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  that  it 
was  his  final  chance. 

MacArthur,  who  normaify 
presided  over  civil  disputes  at 
Peterborough  County  Court, 
had  been  on  medical  leave 
since  October  14,  the  eve  of  his 
arrest. 

A  statement  from  the  Lard 
Chancellor.  Lord  Irvine  of 
Lairg,  said  MacArthur  was 
suffering  from  alcohol  depen¬ 
dence  and  depression. 

Ronald  Bartie.  the  stipendi¬ 
ary  magistrate,  told  MacAr¬ 
thur:  “There  is  no  more 
painful  task  dian  for  one 
member  of  the  judiciary  to 
pass  sentence  on  another. 

"But  I  have  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  law  must  be  even- 


handed.  Those  of  us  who  sit  in 
judgment  on  others  do  have  a 
substantial  responsibility  to 
scrupulously  obey  die  law 
ourselves." 

He  said  that  he  had  taken 
into  account  MacAnhur's  per¬ 
sonal  circumstances,  his  poor 
health  and  excellent  references 
about  his  abilities  as  a  judge. 
Mr  Bartie  added:  "But  this  is 
your  third  conviction  for  an 
offence  which  all  too  often 
results  in  injury  or  even  death 
to  other  road  users." 

Sylvia  Cundell,  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution.  said  MacArthur  had 
drunk  a  substantial  amount  of 
whisky  the  previous  evening. 
On  his  way  to  Peterborough  a 
car  in  front  stopped  suddenly 
and  MacArthur's  foot  slipped 
on  a  pedal,  sending  his  vehicle 
into  another. 

As  he  stopped  to  comfort  the 
woman  driver,  police  smelr 
alcohol  on  his  breath  and 


tested  him.  He  had  SI  milli¬ 
grams  in  100  millilitres.  Hie 
legal  limit  is  35mg- 

The  court  was  raid  of  fits  rwu  ’ 
previous  convictions.  In  1984 
he  was  fined  E3UU  Tor  being 
drunk  in  charge  of  his  car. 
Four  years  ago  he  was  fined 
£3.000  and  banned  from  driv¬ 
ing  for  two  years  after  he 
admitted  being  more  than  two 
and  a  half  times  aver  the  legal 
limit. 

The  hearing  was  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  a  man  who  alleged  that 
MacArthur  had  been  drunk 
when  he  sentenced  him  to  a 
jail  sentence.  The  man,  Gor¬ 
don  Foster.  67.  also  shouted 
insults  at  MacArthur. 

MacArthur  began  his  sen¬ 
tence  last  night  in  Bedford  jail 
where  he  is  understood  to 
have  been  put  in  the  segrega¬ 
tion  unit  for  his  own  protec¬ 
tion.  It  is  expected  he  will 
move  to  an  open  jail. 

The  only  other  judge  impris¬ 
oned  in  recent  times  was  John 
Reeder.  QC.  a  crown  court 
recorder  in  his  late  40s,  of 
Maldon.  Essex.  He  served  30 
days  in  jail  this  spring  for 
driving  while  five  times  over 
the  alcohol  limit. 
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Angus  MacArthur,  a  lonely  alcoholic  vyho  was  suffering  from  depression 


Man  finds 
a  deadly 
welcome 
at  home 

.  By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 

A  BUSINESSMAN'S  bouse 
move  ended  quickly  when  he 
discovered  three  deadly  visi¬ 
tors  were  there  ahead  of  him. 
Ben  Hayes  opened  the  lid  of 
a  hajiana  box. left  in  his  new 
home,  and  found  liinwrif 
looking  at  three  venomous 
Huntsman  spiders  from  cen¬ 
tral  America. 

Even  worse,  the  largest  of 
the  creatures  sensed  danger 
and  fled  into  a  hole  in  die. 
kitchen  walL  Yesterday  Mr 
Hayes,  34,  was  staying  else¬ 
where.  and  South  Wales 
police  were  guarding,  the 
£55.000  home  In  Barry,  wait¬ 
ing  .  for  an  aB-dear  from 
environmental  health  offi¬ 
cers  who .  fumigated  .  the 
property.  ” 

It  is  believed  the  last  owner 
may  have  .  unwittingly 
brought  the  spiders,  home 
after  a  trip  to  Puerto  Rico.. 
Mr  Hayes.  34  a  builders' 
merchant,  said;  "I'm  scared 
stftF  of  spiders.  The  two  red 
spots  on  their  backs  seemed 
to  say  danger."  .  _ 

An  expert  in  exotic  animak 
identified  the  visitors,  whose 
bite  could  be  total  to  children.! 
elderly  people  and  the  infirm. 
One  of  the  smaller  spiders 
has  since  died,  and  the  other, 
is  now  with  a  collector.  .. 
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Winter 
sadness 
led  to 
suicide 

A  woman  killed  herself 
because  she  could  not  bear  . 
the  thought  of  another 
British  winter,  an  inquest 
in  Berkshire  was  told.  Ja¬ 
net  Thomas.  44.  was  found 
hanging  from  die  banisters 
of  her  home  in  Newbury 
on  November  S  by  •  her 
husband  David  who  had 
gone  to  collect  a  prescrip¬ 
tion  for  his  wife's  seasonal 
affective  disorder,  trig¬ 
gered  by  lack  of  sunlight. 
Verdict:  suidde. 

Nuclear  leak 

Contractors  staged  a  one- 
day  strike  after  a  radioac¬ 
tive  leak  at  the  Sellafiejd 
nudear  power  plant  in 
Cumbria.  British  Nudear 
Fuels  said  the  discharge  of 
ruthenium  did  not  breach 
legal  limits.  It  has 
launched  an  inquiry. 

Bones  of  past 

A  near-perfect  skeleton  of  a 
rat-sized  mammal,  the 
Zhangehcrtherium  -  quin- 
quecuspidens,  which  died, 
more  than  140  million  • 
years  ago.  was  found  in 
Liaoning  province,  north-' 
east  China,  the  sdence. 
joumal  Nature  reported.  . 

Playerhit 

Leicester  City  player  Mark 
Robins.  27.  was  punchedin 
the  face  by  Paul  Sisson.  34. 
of  Duffieid.  Derbyshire, 
after  moving  in  with  his, 
former  wife.  Magistrates 
fined  Sisson  £500  arid 
ordered  him  to  pay  Robins 
£100  compensation. 

Tunnel  delays 

Le  Shuttle  services  through 
the  Channel  Tunnel  were 
disrupted  when  one  of  the 
two  tunnels  was  closed  due  ~ 
to  signalling  problems: 
Passengers  were  delayed 
for  up  to  three  hours  as 
trains  were  forced  to  use 
one  track. ; 

Big  claret  sold 

A.  magnum  of  Chdteau- 
Margaux  1900.  has  been 
sold  for.  £11.000  at  ' 
Sotheby's  in  London.  Sere¬ 
na  Sutcliffe,  head  of  the 
firinV  Trine  department 
said  it  was  “one  of  the  most 
scented,  die  most  magical 
of  all  the  £eat  1900s".  ■ . 

Victory  siat  *.*;* 

An  oak  chair  which;  waiff 
one  of  five  carved  ,  iron*™ 
wood  Iran  Nelsons 
ship.  HMS  Victoiy,  WF&2, 
found  at  a  house 
land  during  a  routine' 
ation  by  a  .  fu“i”' — — 
specialist  from  Phil  _ 
is  expected  to  fetch  £50^0063^ 
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Rail  firms 
face  fines 
after  train 
inquiries 
failure 

By  Llv  Jenkins 

*  TRAIN  companies  are  to  face 
fines  for  giving  passengers 
wrong  information  about  tick¬ 
et  prices  and  train  times  after 
a  survey  showed  that  they 
were  systematically  failing 
with  even  the  amplest 
inquiries. 

John  Swift,  the  rail  regula¬ 
tor,  said  there  needed  to  be  a 
"quantum  leap"  in  the  quality 
of  information  given  to  pas¬ 
sengers.  One  in  ten  inquiries 
made  at  stations  and  over  the 
telephone  by  an  anonymous 
team  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year  resulted  in 
inaccurate  information.  That 
rose  to  two  in  ten  when  the 
W  inquiry  concerned  baying  tick- 
-  to  in  advance. 

One  third  of  inquiries  about 
Sunday  travel  were  answered 
incorrectly  and  one  in  five 
disabled  passengers  were  giv¬ 
en  the  wrong  information 
about  provisions  to  meet  their 
special  needs.  However,  even 
when  tiie  information  given 
was  wrong,  passengers  were 
as  likely  to  be  undercharged 
as  overcharged. 

"When  you  look  at  the  level 
of  failure,  it  is  simply  not 
acceptable,"  Mr  Swift  said. 
"There  is  no  percentage  which 
is  ultimately  acceptable  unfess 
it  is  100  per  cent" 

He  added  that  he  would  be 
introducing  enforceable  stan¬ 
dards.  backed  up  by  a  scale  of 
financial  penalties,  to  ensure 
that  train  companies  gave 
accurate  information  about 
services  and  ticket  prices,  as 
£  well  as  publishing  accurate 
F  league  tables. 

The  travel  agency  group  AT 
Mays  bad  stopped  selling 
train  tickets  because  the  pric¬ 
ing  structures  were  too  com¬ 
plex.  “It  needs  to  be  ampler," 
Mr  Swift  said.  The  survey 
was  based  on  3.7Q5  inquiries 
at  933  staffed  stations  and  894 
telephone  inquiries. 

□  Hundreds  of  commuters 
were  trapped  inside  Rochdale 
railway  station  in  Greater 
Manchester  for  two  hours  on 
Monday  because  the  .  doors 
had  been  left  locked  from,  the 
previous  night  Then,  .after 
North  Western  Trains  provid¬ 
ed  the  wrong  key  and  the  fire 
service  was  called  to  force 
open  the  doors,  an  official 
'  Twith  the  correct  key. 
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Gold  in  them  thar  hittc-  Jeremy  Metcalf,  with  a  core  sample  from  the  secret  site  near  Crediton.  is  “hoping  for  a  bonanza".  The  gold-rich  rock  may  be  45  kilometres  long 


PROSPECTORS  heading  for  the 
Devon  hills  in  search  of  gold  were 
yesterday  advised  to  pack  a  magni¬ 
fying  glass  with  the  pick  and  shovd. 
What  promises  to  be  Britain's  larg¬ 
est  gold  strike  is  expected  to  produce 
tiny  nuggets. 

The  mining  company  whose  find 
has  made  Devonshire  a  little  more 
glorious  revealed  more  details  of  the 
goldfield  codenarned  Watford  Gap 
Minmet  struck  pay  din  with  its  first 
bare  at  a  secret  location  near  the 
market  town  of  Crediton.  south 
Devon. 

John  Wilson,  the  project's  opera¬ 
tions  director.  said:  "I  am  absolutely 
amazed.  I  have  never  seen  a  result 
like  this  in  such  a  short  space  of 
time.  The  first  hole  we  put  in,  it  was 
there." 

. .  Minmet,  an  Irish-based  company 
..which  has  mining  interests  in  Boliv¬ 
ia,  Russia  and  Portugal,  explored  an 
area  known  as  the  Crediton  Trough 
after  . surveys  by  the  British  Geologi¬ 
cal  Survey,  it  negotiated  exclusive 
rightswilh  the  Crown  Commission¬ 
ers  and  spent  £200.000 drilling  a  test 


But  prospectors  are  told  that  tiny  nuggets  mean  traditional 
panning  methods  wont  wash,  reports  Simon  de  Bruxelles 


bore  800  metres  deep.  Traces  of  grid 

were  found  at  35  metres. 

Jeremy  Metcalf,  the  company’s 
diairman,  said  yesterday:  "It  would 
be  fair  to  say  that  we  are  very  excited 
about  this.  We  certainly  would  not 
be  holding  a  press  conference  if  we 
didn't  believe  that  the  project  would 
yield  considerable  returns.  There  is 
gold  there,  the  question  is  haw 
much.  But  as  chairman  I  am  hoping 
for  a  bonanza." 

But  before  a  West  Country  gold 
rush  starts,  he  gave  a  warning  that 
tiie  deposits,  classified  as  free  gold 
because  they  are  not  mixed  with 
other  minerals,  are  so  small  that 
they  would  .never  be  foond.  in  tiie 
tradrtionahmanner.  -• 

He  said:  “Deposits  found  so  far 
are  pure  but  measure  less  titan  a 
millimetre.  Any  prospector  would 


soon  get  frustrated."  The  band  of 
gold-bearing  rock  is  potentially  eight 
kilometres  wide  and  45  kilometres 
long,  stretching  from  the  Exe  Valley 
north  of  Exeter  to  Hatherleigh  in 
west  Devon.  The  precise  location  of 
the  test  bore  is  a  closely  guarded 
secret  to  protect  landowners  from 
freelance  prospectors. 

Richard  Scrivener  of  the  British 
Geological  Survey  told  the  press 
conference  in  Exeter  “To  strike  gold 
and  get  lucky  like  this  is  quite 
unique.  This  has  to  be  taken  serious¬ 
ly  and  we  are  greatly  encouraged. 

“As  to  the  quality  of  the  gold,  the 
indications  so  far  are  that  individual 
grains  are  relatively  pure.  We  will 
carry  out  more  drilling.’ 

Dr  Scrivener  said  that  the  deposits 
were  found  in  a  boundary  layer 
between  strata  of  volcanic  rode. 


Geologists  had  yet  to  establish 
whether  any  more  would  be  found 
and  if  so  how  much. 

News  of  the  discovery  brings  hope 
to  miners  in  the  South  West  at  a  time 
when  Cornwall's  last  tin  mine  faces 
closure.  Mr  Metcalf  said  that  the 
“vast  pool"  of  miners  in  the  region 
could  prove  invaluable. 

But  as  the  gold  deposits  were 
found  relatively  dose  to  the  surface, 
environmentalists  fear  the  company 
may  want  to  extract  it  by  opencast  or 
drift  mining.  This  would  mean 
fewer  employees  and  could  have 
serious  environmental  conse¬ 
quences. 

In  a  region  known  for  its  environ¬ 
ment  campaigns  and  just  months 
after  treeprotesters  campaigning 
against  the  A30  bypass  were  evicted, 
it  is  likely  the  company  will  encoun¬ 


ter  opposition.  The  company  said  it 
was  loo  early  to  know  how  they 
would  extract  the  gold.  “We  are  not 
talking  about  panhandling,  but  not 
necessarily  opencast."  Mr  Metcalf 
said.  “There  will  always  be  the  ‘not 
in  my  backyard'  lobby  and  we 
respect  their  views.  But  I  cannot 
accept  there  will  be  a  massive 
environmental  impact." 

Minmet  has  earmarked  £200.000- 
£300,000  for  further  exploration.  It 
is  also  prospecting  for  gold  in 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland.  Mr 
Metcalf  said  that  the  company  had 
private  contracts  with  less  than  a 
dozen  landowners  in  the  Crediton 
Trough,  who  would  earn  royalties  if 
gold  was  found  on  their  land.  Mr 
Metcalf  said:  “In  this  life,  nobody 
does  anything  for  free." 

Gold  has  been  found  in  the  South 
West  for  centuries  and  exploration  is 
also  under  way  in  Northern  Ireland 
and  Scotland.  The  biggest  gold  find 
in  the  South  West  was-  a  nugget 
weighing  56  grammes  from  the 
Camon  Valley,  near  Truro.  It  is  now 
in  the  Royal  Cornwall  Museum. 


Music  puts 
wine 
buyers 
under  the 
influence 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

A  JAUNTY  accordion  tone 
inspires  supermarket  shop¬ 
pers  to  buy  French  _  wine, 
while  bkrkcDer  music  has 
them  reaching  for  German 
wine,  psychologists  at 
Leicester  University  have 

discovered. 

Customers  did  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  their  choice 
was  influenced  by  the  music 
being  played  but  the  results 
show  dearly  that  H  was,  says  a 
t*am  ltd  by  Adrian  North. 
French  wines  normally  out¬ 
sold  German  ones,  but  the 
order  was  reversed  when 
German  tunes  were  played. 

The  team,  from  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  Musk  Research  Group, 
set  up  tbe  experiment  in  the 
Asda  store  in  Oadby.  Leices¬ 
tershire.  Four  French  and 
four  German  wines,  matched 
for  price  in  (he  £3-£5  range, 
and  for  sweetness  or  dryness, 
were  displayed  in  the  drinks 
section.  Their  positions  on 
(he  shelves  were  swopped 
half  way  through  the  two- 
week  test 

A  tape  deck  on  the  top  shelf 
played  either  Parisian  accor¬ 
dion  music  or  bierkeiler 
pieces  on  alternate  days.  A 
total  of  82  shoppers  bought 
wines  from  the  display  and 
were  asked  to  respond  to  a 
questionnaire  without  being 
told  the  purpose  of  the  experi¬ 
ment  Just  over  half  did. 

The  results,  report  theteam 
in  Nature,  show  that  musical 
“fit"  has  a  profound  effect  on 
product  choice.  When  French 
music  was  played.  French 
wine  outsold  German  in  the 
ratio  of  33  to  one.  When 
German  music  was  played 
the  positions  were  reversed 
and  German  wines  outsold 
French  by  2.75  to  one. 

The  switch  was  so  dear-cut 
that  the  odds  against  it  aris¬ 
ing  by  chance  are  a  thousand 
to  one.  Yet  only  six  of  the 
respondents  answered  yes 
when  asked  whether  the  type 
of  musk  playing  had  influ¬ 
enced  their  choice. 

Previous  work  by  other 
researchers  has  shown  that 
classical  music  makes  people 
spend  more  on  a  bottle  of 
wine  than  does  pop  music 

Leading  article,  page  21 
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Vodafone  shops  make  choosing  the 
right  mobile  phone  easy. 
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Son-up  businesses  with  a  projected  turnover  of  up  10  £100.000  pa  will  benefit  from  18  months'  free  banking,  providing  that  the  proprietor  or  at  feast  one  of  the 
partners  or  directors  personally  bank  with  Midland.  Otherwise  the  business  will  benefit  from  12  months'  free  banking.  Free  hanking  means  that  no  standard  transaction 
charges  wiB  be  made.  Midland  Bank  pk  reserves  the  right  not  to  open  an  account.  Mem btr  HSBC  Group 


0800  10  11  12 
the  word  js  o  vodafone 


We  heard  you  wanted .. 


18  months  free  banking 
for  new  businesses. 


Realising  that  a  “constant  stream  of  bank  charges"  is  far  from  welcome. 
Midland  gives  Its  new  business  customers  18  months  free  banking.  There  are 
no  transaction  charges  for  cheques  you  write  or  for  the  payments  you  make 
into  your  account  and  no  charges  for  any  direct  debits  or  standing  orders  - 
even  if  you’re  overdrawn. 

Your  success  is  as  important  to  Midland  as  it  is  to  you,  so  youTi  'have  a 
dedicated  business  banker  to  guide  and  support  you  whenever  you  need  it 
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12  POLITICS  AND  GOVERNMENT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997 


Blair’s  link  with  Lib  Dems  will  determine  electoral  reform 


ELECTORAL  reform  for  the 
Commons  is  the  biggest  uncer¬ 
tainty  in  Labour's  constitutional 
plans.  All  autumn  there  has  been 
sparring  between  Labour  and  the 
Liberal  Democrats  over  the  terms 
of  reference  of  the  promised 
commission  on  the  issue.  While 
nothing  has  been  finally  settled, 
the  deadlock  at  last  seems  to  have 
been  broken.  So  the  commission 
is  very  likely  to  be  set  up  by  the 
end  of  the  month:  probably,  as 
expected,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Lord  Jenkins  of  HillheadL 
Behind  the  arcane  arguments 
over  electoral  systems  lie  ques¬ 
tions  of  party  and  personal  advan¬ 


tage.  A  joint  Labour  and  Lib  Dem 
committee  agreed  before  the  elec¬ 
tion  that  a  commission  should 
report  within  a  year  of  being  set 

up  on  a  proportional  alternative  to 
the  prst-past-thfrpost  system.  This 
choice  would  be  put  to  voters  in  a 
referendum  before  the  next  elec¬ 
tion.  Tony  Blair  is  wary  of  a  full- 
scale  proportional  system  because 
it  would  threaten  the  current 
constituency  link  and  would 
strengthen  the  position  of  third 
parties  in  what  would  probably  be 
permanent  coalitions. 

Peter  Manddson  and  Peter 
Ha  in,  the  eager-beaver  minister 
from  the  valleys,  have  been  argu- 


on  politics 

mg  the  merits  of  the  alternative 
vote  (AV).  Tins  would  preserve 
single-member  constituencies  but 
allow  people  to  list  candidates  in 
order  of  preference.  These  prefer¬ 
ences  would  be  redistributed  until 
someone  gets  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  The  Lab  Dems  and 
Labour  electoral  reformers  like 
Robin  Cook,  have  pointed  out  that 
AV  is  not  a  proportional  system. 

Paddy  Ashdown  is  flexible  on 
the  balance  of  the  final  proposal. 


Peers  join  forces 
to  defend  £35m 
Oxbridge  subsidy 


but  firm  that  it  must  be  based  on 
the  principle  of  proportionality. 
Hence;  there  could  bea  mixture  of 
systems,  as  is  suggested  for  the 
Scottish  parliament.  The  terms  of 
reference  of  the  commission  are 
likely  to  refer  to  producing  a 
proposal  that  is  “broadly  propor¬ 
tional".  This  deliberate  ambiguity 
could  be  favourably  interpreted 
by  both  the  supporters  of  AV  and 
those  wanting  a  more  purely 
proportional  system.  AV  would  be 
on  the  agenda,  as  would  the  single 
transferable  vote  and  the  addi¬ 
tional  member  system,  ft  should 
be  possible  for  die  commission  to 
produce  a  mixed  solution. 

TONY  WHITE  ~~ 


The  debate  has  been  stirred  by 
estimates  of  what  would  happen 
under  AV.  A  few  weeks  ago. 
Democratic  Audit  published  a 
report  by  Patrick  Dunleavy.  Hel¬ 
en  Margetts  and  Stuart  Weir 
based  on  ICM  surveys  of  how 
people  might  have  voted  under 
alternative  systems.  This  shows 
that  the  outcome  would  have  been 
even  less  proportional  under  AV. 
Labour  would  have  gained  436 
seats;  against  the  419  it  actually 
won  on  May  J.  The  Tories  would 
have  won  just  110  seats,  compared 
with  165,  while  (he  Lib  Dem  total 
would  have  risen  from  46  to  84. 
Labour  would  have  won  between 


By  James  Landale,  political  reporter 


THE  Government  faced  sus¬ 
tained  criticism  from  leading 
peers  yesterday  over  its  plans 
to  review  the  special  05  mil¬ 
lion  public  subsidy  granted 
to  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
universities. 

Peers  from  all  sides  of 
British  academia  said  that  any 
cuts  would  lead  to  the  closure 
of  colleges  and  would  severely 
damage  the  universities  as 
leading  centres  of  educational 
excellence. 

Each  college  receives  an 
extra  £2,000  per  undergradu¬ 
ate  to  support  the  system 
under  which  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  are  divided  into 
semi-autonomous  communi¬ 
ties.  This  allows  students  and 
lecturers  to  live  and  work 
together,  making  it  easier  for 
undergradutates  to  receive  in¬ 
dividual  attention. 

Lord  BelofF,  a  fellow  of  All 
Souls  College.  Oxford,  who 
called  the  debate  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  said  the  collegiate 
system  was  an  "extraordinari¬ 
ly  efficient”  way  of  teaching 
that  was  less  expensive  than 
other  leading  universities 
around  the  world.  "We  seem 
to  be  able  to  do  on  less  what 
Harvard.  Yale  or  Princeton  do 
so  admirably  for  more,"  he 
said. 

Lord  Plant  of  Highfidd.  a 
Labour  peer  who  is  master  of 
St  Catherine’s  College,  Ox¬ 


ford.  said  that  Oxford's  re¬ 
search  excellence  would  be 
harmed  by  any  funding  cuts 
and  its  consequent  threat  to 
(he  collegiate  system.  He 
added  that  any  cuts  would 
make  Oxford  more  exclusive. 
"This  policy  would  be  little 
short  of  destructive  in  terms  of 
access.  Any  alternative  to  the 
existing  system  is  going  to 
make  Oxford  more  socially 
exclusive." 

in  his  maiden  speech.  Lord 
Baker  of  Dorking,  a  former 
Tory  Education  Secretary, 
said  the  funding  cuts  were 
being  demanded  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  but  if  the  money  saved, 
worth  only  035  per  cent  oF  the 
entire  £10  billion  education 
budget,  were  spread  among 
Britain’s  IS!  main  educational 
establishments,  they  would 
each  receive  just  £193,000.  “It 
would  be  better  to  leave  well 
alone.  You  do  not  improve  the 
worst  by  hitting  the  best" 

Lord  Dahrendorf.  the  for¬ 
mer  warden  of  St  Anthony’s 
College.  Oxford,  admitted  that 
Oxford  and  Cambridge^  ex¬ 
cellence  was  expensive.  But  he 
added;  “I  do  not  find  it  difficult 
to  make  the  case  for  public 
support  of  excellence.  A  civi¬ 
lised  country  should  be  proud 
to  have  such  institutions  and 
to  do  everything  to  keep  them 
going." 

Lord  Jenkins  of  Hlllhead. 


the  Chancellor  of  Oxford 
University  and  leader  of  the 
Liberal  Democrat  peers,  said 
the  collegiate  system  cost  the 
Treasury  only  £19  million, 
which  was  a  wholly  justified 
national  investment  “For 
God’s  sake,  don't  let  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  this  new  Government 
be  marred  by  inflicting  grave 
damage  on  the  two  institu¬ 
tions  which  have  given  Britain 
a  great  part  of  its  educational 
fame  and  respect  around  the 
world." 

Baroness  Blackstane,  the 
Education  Minister,  insisted 
that  the  Government  was 
committed  to  safeguarding  the 
futures  of  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge.  But  she  said  peers 
should  not  forget  they  were 
not  the  only  centres  of  academ¬ 
ic  excellence. 

She  said  that  the  matter  was 
being  considered  by  the  High¬ 
er  Education  Funding  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  she  would  not  make 
presumptions  about  its  advice, 
which  was  due  in  the  next  few 
weeks.  But  she  said  that  the 
Government  should  have  “a 
proper  concern  about  value 
for  money"  and  that  there  was 
a  proper  balance  to  be  struck. 
“Other  universities  achieve 
excellent  ratings  in  teaching 
and  research  assessments. . 
Some  have  small  tutorial 
groups  too  without  college 
fees." 


300  and  340  seat*  under  more 
proportional  systems. 

The  constitutional  reform 
group  Charter.  88"  is  this  week 
bringing  out  an  analysis  hostile  . 
to  AV.  It  points  out  on  the  .basis  of 
the  British  Election.  Study  that  not 
only  is  AV  not  proportional  but  in 
some  cases  it  is  less  proportional  - 
than  first-past-the-post.  Moreover, 

“while  AV  would  have  benefited 
Labour  in.  1997,  it  would  have 
penalised  Labour  at  every  other 
election  in  die  1980s  and  1990s. 
This  suggests  that  Labour  stratev 
gists  who  champion  AV  for  party 
advantage  are  playing  a  danger¬ 
ous  game.’* 


The  key  i»  Mr  Blair’s  altitude. 
At  present,  he  is  unsure  about 
how  dose  he  wants  to  get  to 
the  Ub  Dems.  He  likes  Mr 
Ashdown  and  his  dose  allies,  but 
often  regards  local  lib  Deros  as 
too  like  -old  Labour  for 
comfortJDoes  he  wan t~  them  as 
.  independent,  but  friendly,  part¬ 
ners  in  multiparty  politics  or  does 
he  want  to  subsume  them  in  an 
.  all-embracing  new  Labour  hege¬ 
mony?  That  strategic  choke  about 
relations  with  the  Lib  Dems  will 
determine  the  choice  of  electoral 
systems. 

Peter  Riddell 


Rail  chiefs  set 
out  plan  to  cut 


By  Arthur  Leathley,  transport  correspondent 


ire  Short,  International  Development  Secretary,  edebratingthe  Commons’  dedsi 
to  use  only  Fairtrade  coffee,  which  ensures  a  fair  deal  for  Third  World  fanners 


RAILWAY  chiefs  have  told  the 
Government  they  can  help  it 
to  curb  car  use  by  doubling  the 
number  of  passenger  journeys 
.  made  each  year.  They-predict 
that  tfiey  will  attract  ten 
million  people  who  at  present 
nevertravel  by  train: 

John  Prescott  -the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  has  received  a 
confidential :  document  from 
Railtradc  detailing:  a  multi¬ 
billion-pound  package  of  im¬ 
provements  intended  to  revol¬ 
utionise  train  travel  over*  the 
next  15  years.  The  company 
says  that  the  scheme  will  help 
to  cut  congestion  and  poliu- 
.  tion,  aims  that  are  central  to 
the  Governments  plans  to 
improve  Britain’s  transport 
system. 

The  Railtradc  scheme  in¬ 
dudes  building  new  stations 
at  airports,  reopening  disused 
lines  and  creating  an  orbital, 
London  railway  that  will  en¬ 
able  through  trains  to  bypass 
the  busiest  stations. 

However,  the  22-page  docu¬ 
ment,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  obtained  by  The  Times* 
warns  ministers  thar  plans  to 
alter  people’s  travel  habits  will 
not  work  unless  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Cakes  bold  action  to  deter 
unnecessary .  motoring.  Rail- 
track  lists  a  range  of  actions 
.  that  could  be  taken  to  deter 
motorists,  including  higher 
.fuel  taxes  in-  place  of  rther 
present  road  rand  licence^, 
road  tolls  to  discourage  motor¬ 
ists  from  driving  into  city 
centres  -and  new  taxes  on 


public  sector  and  company 
car-park  spaces. 

Rafltrack  says  that  its  pro¬ 
posals  to  double  the  number  of 
passenger  journeys,  from  30 
billion  to  60  billian  a  year,  can 
be  achieved  in  15  years  but 
could  be  done  sooner  if  minis¬ 
ters  allow  the  rail  ■  industry 
freedom  to  invest  and  do  not 
impose  tougher  regulation. 
The  company,  which  owns 
and  maintains  track  and  sig¬ 
nalling  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try,  makes  dear  that  it  and 
other  rail  companies  can  in¬ 
vest  large  amounts  of  money 
only  if  tiiey  feel  that  their 
investments  are  secure  and 
that  potential  profits  are  not 
riimimsheri  by  over-zealous 
regulation.  The  proposals  in¬ 
clude  the  buflding  of  stations 
at  Luton,  East  Midlands  add 
Heathrow  airports  told...  the 
developing  of  parkway  na¬ 
tions  at  Hadley.  Wood,  near 
tiie  M25  in  Hertfordshire; 
Doncaster.  Peterborough  and 
nonfirWatford.  , 

\  Arpre&nL.only  qne  in  ihree 
people  catch&-3- train  in  any 
one  year  but  Rafltrack  believes 
that  it  can  increase  that  figure 
of  18  million  to  28  ntiUfon  ty 
improvements  to  enable  fester 
and  '  more  reliable  services. 
Most  delays  and  cancellations 
have  in  tiie  past  been  ,  blamed 
on  substandard  tracks  and 
signalling  problems  and  oper¬ 
ators  see.  Rafltrack  as  the 
crucial  link  in  bringing  about 
a  rail  service  fit  liar  the  next 
century.  j 
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When  you're  owned  by  your  customers,  you  look  at  things  in  a  different  way 


Try  home  insurance 
that  could  give 

you  up  to  20%  OFF 
or  more... 


...plus  a  newforold 
replacement 
service  that  delivers 
to  your  door 


.  . .  .We’Jl^ive-yon  15%  off  your  premium 
when  you  afar  out  building?  and 
..  .  concerns  cover  together.  Plus  a.  timber 

•  J0%if^  ••  haven’t  claimed  pn  your 
existing  policy  in  the.  Iasi  year. 

And  you  could  easily  qualify  for 
■  further  discounts,  because -we  also 
-  give  generous  allowances-  for  good  ' 
.  Security  and -voluntary  excesses. 


We  don't- cur  corners  on  service 


either..  Not  only  air  your  possessions 
covered,  on  a  rurw-for-old  basis,  in 
threase  of  electrical  goods  and  many 
.other  items,  well  have  brand  new 
replacements  delivered  to  your  door! 

.  And  if  you  have  a  break-in.  a 
bant  pipe  or  some  other  disaster,  our 
24  hoar  helpline  will  get  qualified 
repairers  to  call  -  whatever  the  rime- 
ot  die  day  or  night. 

Give  us  a  call  right  now  and  see 
how  much  you  could  save. 
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Baby’ grows 


into  PR  disaster 


THE  launch  of  what  was 
buled  as  the  most  revolution¬ 
ary  small  car  since  the  Mini 
yesterday  turned  into  a  jnuJti- 
milUon-pound  public  relations 
disaster  for  Mercedes-Benz. 

The  German  manufacturer 
was  forced  to  halt  assembly 
lines  producing  its  “Baby 
Benz”,  A-class  model  for  a 
fundamental  redesign  to. quell 
safety  doubts  after  die  car 
rolled  over  in  tests. 

Deliveries  have  been  sus¬ 
pended  for  12  'weeks  while 
extensive  modifications  ate 
carried  out  and  3.000  cars 
delivered  in  Europe  have  been 
recalled  for  chassis  and  sus¬ 
pension  alterations. 

Mercedes  executives  admit¬ 
ted  yesterday  that  the  delays 
would  cost  more  than  £100 
million.  But  Mercedes  faces  a 
higher  price  in  lost  credibility, 
after  the  enormous  hype  sur¬ 
rounding  this  radical  addition 
to  the  range  was  exploded  by  a 
simple  and  well-known  safety 
test  carried  out  by  a  small 
Swedish  magazine. 

Mercedes  spent  £870  mil¬ 
lion  and  five  years  developing 
the  A-class.  Engineers  put  the 
car  through  more  than  three 
million  miles  of  testing  on  five 
continents  —  yet  .it  was  found 
to  be  potentially  dangerous 
within  days  of  launch. 

The  so-called  “moose-avoid- 


Moose  test  puts 
elite  cannaker 


in  a  spin, 
write  Kevin 
Eason  and 


Roger  Boyes 


anoe  tesr  in  Sweden  simulates 
a  dramatic  swerve  when  driv¬ 
ers  try  to  avoid  a  moose 
sprinting  across  an  icy  road. 
The  test  is  largely  restricted  to 
Sweden  but  is  well  known 
throughout  title  motor  indus¬ 
try.  so  ii  seems  astonishing 
Mercedes  should  have  over¬ 
looked  it. 

Robert  Collin,  a  motoring 
magazine  road  tester,  put  the 
A-dass  through  ns  moose- 
avoiding  slalom,  rolling  it 
over  at  just  37_5mph.  slightly 
injuring  three  passengers.  He 
said  yesterday  the  cars,  insta¬ 
bility  was  obvious. 

The  results  were  devastat¬ 
ing  for  Mercedes,  which  had 
already  logged  -40,000  inqui¬ 
ries  for  the  £14,000  car  in 
Britain  alone.  The  A-class  is 
due  on  sale  here  in  June. 


Mercedes’s  first  response 
two  weeks  ago  was  to  fit  a 
sophisticated  electronic  stabil¬ 
ity  programme  —  or  ESP  — 
whose  sensors  can  read  the 
rotational  speed  and  forces 
through  each  wheel  to  apply . 
brakes  or  kill  engine  speed  to 
prevent  dramatic  swerves. 

Yesterday,  however,  the 
company  was  forced  to  admit 
defeat  and  start  again,  a 
crushing  blow  to  the  pride  of 
the  world’s  oldest  carmaker. 
Mercedes  will  '  now  fit 
stabilisers  on  front  and  rear 
axles,  lower  the  body  and  fit 
wider  tyres;  in  other  words, 
redesign  the  chassis  system. 

Jurgen  Schrempp,  chair- 
man  of  Daimler-Benz,  said: 
“That  the  A-class  has  shown  a 
weakness  in  extreme  test  situ¬ 
ations  is  something  nobody 
regrets  more  than  we  do.  Our 
engineers  have  devoted  all 
their  energy  to  the  search  for 
the  optimal  solution  and  we 
have  found  ft.” 

.  The  A-class  was  completely 
new.  sharing  only  three  minor 
components  with  other 
Mercedes  models.  The  design 
was  also  radical,  a  short 
length  but  tail  body  style  by 
Steye  Mattm,  a  30-year-old 
Briton  who  joined  Mercedes 
ten  years  ago. 

German  hearts  were 
warmed  a  little  yesterday  by 
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Jurgen  Schrempp,  below,  Daimler-Benz  chairman,  at  the  opening  of  the  production  plant  for  the  “Baby  Benz",  found  wanting  in  safety  tests 


the  rumour  thai  Volkswagen 
was  considering  putting  in  a 
bid  for  Rolls-Royce.  Here  at 
last  was  something  positive  in 
a  disastrous  week  for  the 
proud  German  motorist;  a 
week  when  the  withdrawal  of 
the  A-class  car  was  com¬ 
pounded  by  the  public  humili¬ 
ation  of  Michael  Schumacher, 
the  Formula  One  driver. 

Advertisements  placed  in 
180  newspapers  yesterday 
tried  to  reassure  customers. 
“We  want  to  end  the  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  safety  of  the  A- 


dass.  Forever."  the  copy  read. 
The  unhappy  Baby  Benz  has 
become  an  embarrassment 
not  only’  to  Daimler  but  to  the 
whole  German  motor  indus¬ 
try.  In  August  at  the  Frankfurt 
Motor  Show  Helmut  Kohl,  the 
Chancellor  —  who  somehow 
managed  to  squeeze  into  a 
Baby  Benz  for  the  photogra¬ 
phers  —  held  up  the  coantryy 
carmakers  as  proof  that  his 
cautious  economic  reforms 
were  working. 

□  Press  fauare:  Germany's 
motoring  press  came  under 


fire  yesterday  for  failing  to 
detect  the  safety  flaw  in  the 
Mercedes-Benz  A-class  car 
that  was  later  discovered  by 
Swedish  journalists. 

“Most  of  the  German  jour¬ 
nalists  were  wearing  rose- 
coloured  spectacles  when  they 
tested  this  car,"  said  Peter 
Schmidt,  a  journalist  for  Auto¬ 
motive  Industry  Data  in 
London.  “Journalists  at  maga¬ 
zines  and  newspapers  are 
spoilt  rotten  by  the  car  manu¬ 
facturers  and  it  is  obvious 
why."  (Reuters) 


Economics  take  lead  as  Trench 
Commonwealth9  switches  focus 


Lapland  gene 
boosts  virility 


Bombers  in  Argentina 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


Embarrassed  Italian  authorities 
yesterday  withdrew  their  newly 
minted  1,000  Era  coin  after  it  was 
pointed -out  (hat.it  depicts  a -pro- 
1990.  map.  of  Europe,  which  tss 
dudes  tile  eastern  half  of ,a  unified:  i 
Germany  (Richard  Owen  writes);  - 
The  Italian  Mint  had  issued 
100.000  new  coins  in  preparation 
for  joining  the  single  currency. 


THE  loose  affiliation  of  49  states 
and  regions  bound  together  by  the 
Frenchlanguage,  La  Francophbnie. 
will  begin  its  seventh  summit  to¬ 
morrow  in  Vietnam,  a  country 
where  fewer  than  0.1  per  cent  of  the 
people  speak  French.  -  - ' 

If  die  Vietnamese  hosts  of  the 
event  find  their  French  a  Irttlerusty 
43  years  after  the  country  ceased  to 
be  a  French  colony,  they  will  not  be 
alanCL among  the  other  countries' 
attending  the  summit  are  such  un¬ 
likely  francophone  stores  as  Roma¬ 
nia,  Bulgaria,  Moldova  and  Egypt 
Poland  and  Albania  are  also 
preparing  to  sign  up.  Even  Nigeria, 


after  ordering  that  .  French  must  be 
taught  in  all  schools,  may  soon  be 
welcomed  into  the  French  version 
of  the  Commonwealth,  having  been 
suspended  from  the  British  one. 

La  Francophonie  was  founded  in 
1986  by  President  Mitterrand  to 
defend  French  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage.  but  the  French-speakers’ 
dub.  its  rules  of  admittance,' aims 
and  aspirations  have  all  changed 
mariadlyfthra^nt. years. 

The  group  describes  ftsdf  riinply  • 
as  “the  community  of  countries 
which  have  the  French  language  in 
common",  but  increasingly  the  ac¬ 
cent  of  the  association  is  on  econom¬ 


ic  and  political  links,  rather  than  on 
culture  and  language. 

That  shift,  and  France’s  increas¬ 
ing  ambitions  for  the  organisation, 
wffl  come  into  focus  this  week  when 
Boutros  Boutros  Ghaii.  the  former 
Secretary-General  of  the  United 
Nations  and  a  long-time  ally  of 
France,  is  expected  to  become  the 
group's  firsr  Secretary-General  and 
the,  diplomatic  face  of  La  Franco- 
phanie,  with  his  own  staff  and 
headquarters  in  Paris. 

.  The  election  of  Dr  Boutros  Ghaii. 
ousted  from  his  UN  post  by  the  US, 
will  sold  a  message  to  the  Wash¬ 
ington  that  needs  no  translating. 


Stockholm:  The  Sami  men  of 
Lapland  owe  their  great  viril¬ 
ity  not  to  their  madhvaimted 
powdered  reindeer  born  but 
to  a  genetic  mutation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  physiological  study 
pnblisbed  yesterday. 

Researchers  at  Finland's 
Abo  University  have  discov¬ 
ered  a  genetic  mutation  espe¬ 
cially  common  in  Sami  men 
that  speeds  up  production  of 
testosterone,  the  male  sex 
hormone,  which  can  boost 
sexual  energy.  - 
-  The  study  found  40  per  cent 
of  Sami  men  had  the  gene 
mutation  compared  with  20 
per  cent  of  men  in  Sweden 
and  15  per  cent  in  men  from 
southern  Europe.  (Reuters) 


target  British  envoy 


By  Gabriella  Gaminj,  south  America  correspondent 


POLICE  detonated  two  explosive 
devices  found  outride  a  hotel  where 
William  Marsden.  the  British  Am¬ 
bassador  to  Argentina,  was  a  guest 
in  the  northwestern  city  of  Cordo¬ 
ba.  Two  grenades  at  an  English- 
language  school  were  also 
deactivated. 

The  Argentine  Foreign  Ministry 
issued  a  statement  condemning 
Tuesday’s  acts,  saying  that  it  would 
.reinforce  security  for  British  diplo¬ 
mats.  Right-wing  groups  made  up 
of  former  military  officers  and 
Falklands  campaign  veterans  — 
who  oppose  the  efforts  of  President 
Menem 's  Government  to  improve 


relations  with  Britain  —  are  be¬ 
lieved  responsible. 

Jos£  Casnetleda,  Cordoba's  chief 
of  police,  said:  "The  bombs  placed 
outside  the  hotel  and  the  two 
grenades  thrown  at  the  English 
school  were  military  regulation 
weapons.” 

Staff  at  the  Cesar  Park  Hotel  said 
that  they  had  received  several 
threatening  calls  for  haring  the 
British  Ambassador  as  a  guest 
Hours  later  the  bombs  had  been 
thrown  from  a  passing  car  at  the 
hotel  entrance. 

President  Menem  has  been  in¬ 
vited  to  visit  Britain  next  year. 
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UN  travel  ban  adds  to  pressure  on 


TC-s:  = 


From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  VORK.  AND 

Michael  Theodoulo  ii 

IN  NICOSIA 
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THE  United  Nations  Security 
Council  agreed  yesterday  to  a 
symbolic  tightening  of  sanc¬ 
tions  on  Iraq  by  imposing  a 
travel  ban  on  Iraqi  officials 
who  seldom  leave  the  country. 

The  resolution,  approved 
unanimously  by  all  IS  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council,  con¬ 
demned  Baghdad's  decision  to 
bar  Americans  from  acting  as 
UN  weapons  inspectors  and 
gave  a  warning  of  "further 
measures"  if  its  policy  was  not 
reversed,  but  stopped  short  of 
making  any  clear  threat  of 
military  action. 

Iraq  responded  by  declaring 
that  it  would  expel  US  arms 
inspectors  in  retaliation.  Pres¬ 
ident  Saddam  Hussein  was 
due  to  chair  a  meeting  of  the 
ruling  Revolutionary  Com¬ 
mand  Council  this  morning  to 
decide  when  the  six  Americans 
still  in  Iraq  would  be  expelled, 
a  move  bound  to  intensify  the 
confrontation. 

The  unanimous  vote  was 
hailed  by  British  and  Ameri¬ 
can  diplomats  as  a  signal  of 
renewed  unity  in  the  Security 
Council  after  months  of  divi¬ 
sion  over  its  handling  of  Iraq. 

“The  old  coalition  is  back." 
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An  American  F/AJ8  fighter  preparing  for  take-off  from  the  deck  of  the  USS  Nimitz  aircraft  carrier  to  patrol  a  no^Qy  zoneoverlraq-Tbe  ship  is  said  to  be  on a  high  state  of  readiness  tor  acuuu 


said  Bill  Richardson,  the  US 
Ambassador  at  the  UN. 
“There  is  unanimity  in  a  very 
strong  sense  that  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  is  not  going 
to  tolerate  continued  actions 
by  the  Iraqis." 

The  resolution  did  mark  a 
limited  diplomatic  victory  for 
the  two  Gulf  War  allies 
because  it  tightened  sanctions, 
albeit  modestly,  when  other 
Security  Council  members 


had  begun  to  seek  a  relaxation 
of  the  embargo  placed  on  Iraq 
after  its  1990  invasion  of 
Kuwait. 

But  Britain  and  the  US. 
being  strong  opposition  to 
military  action  within  the 
council,  failed  to  incorporate  a 
threat  of  “serious  conse¬ 
quences"  —  even  though  a 
council  statement  had  used 
those  words  two  weeks  ago. 

The  two  countries  sought  a 


travel  ban  on  particular  indi¬ 
viduals  because  of  growing 
concern  in  the  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  about  the  effect  of  UN 
sanctions  on  the  Iraqi  people. 
The  ban  will  aflat  Iraqi 
officials  and  military  officers 
responsible  for  blocking  UN 
inspectors.  Iraqi,  envoys  cm 
“bona  fide  assignments”  will 
be  exempt,  but  the  travel 
sanctions  might  be  interpreted 
to  cover  parliamentarians 


who  voted  to  obstruct  UN 
inspections. 

In  the  renewal  erf rhetorieby 
Baghdad,  Muhammad  aK 
Sahaf.  the  Foreign  Minister, 
extended  a  threat  to  shoot 
down  U2  spy  planes  to  indude 
American  warplanes  enforc¬ 
ing  no-fly  zones  over  northern 
and  southern  Iraq,  claiming 
that  the  number  of  overflights 
had  recently  increased. 

“Whenever  we  see  fit  to 


shoot  thorn,  we  ■  .will  shoot 
them.” he  said.  ' 

Iraqi  opposition  groupswd- 
comed  the  travel  baru  but  S^d 
that  iqnrt  from  increasing  the 
regime’s  sense  erf  ikdation.its 
impact  would  belargely  sym¬ 
bolic  "These  guys  draft  travel 
much  and  if  they  need  to,  they 

said^^^nan  forteft^i 
National  Congress. 

Diplomats  saw  three  main 
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factors  encouraging  Saddam 
to  maintain  his  .  challenge  to 
the' UN.  He  believes  he  has 
little  to  lose  because  the  US 
has  mate  dear  that  even  if  he 
complies  'with  the  disarma¬ 
ment  programme,  it  will  do  its 
utmost  to  maintain  sanctums 
white  he  ism  power,  they  said. 
Second.  Americahmilitaiy  ac¬ 
tion  could  jeopardise  the  very 
thing  that  the  US  is  trying  to 
preserve:  the  continued  moni¬ 


toring  of  Saddam’s  weapons 
programmes-  “The  UN  would 
want  to  withdraw  ail  its  in¬ 
spectors  before  air  or  missile 
strikes,"  an  Arab  diplomat 
said. 

Saddam  would  also  be  em¬ 
boldened  by  Washington's  ob¬ 
vious  difficulty  ih  mustering 
support  among  its  allies  for 
tough  action. 
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Saddam’s  palaces 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


Pentagon  has  a  long  fist 
of  potential  Iraqi  targets  for 
military strikes  should  it  be 
derided  to  use  force  against 
President  Saddam  Hussein 
over  the  obstruction  ef  Ameri¬ 
can  United  Nations- weapons ' 
inspectors. 

However,  token  attacks  on 
ait^eifiehoera^lnstaUaiiCRis 
or  command  and  control  faefl- 
ities  are  imlikety  to  cause  the 
Iraqi  leader  tost  sleep ■, in 
whichever  ofhtsnumypresi- 
dentud  palaces  he  is  residing. 

Military  actioa  wffl  be  seen 
as  a  last  resort  that  wffl  need 
to.  demonstrate  to  Saddam, 
Hie  -  international  comm  tin- . 
ity"S  ahflfly  American  s : 
thS£case  — rAr  SzifiE  Jwfw&it 
really  hurts.  7' 

Over  Six-and-H^tetlf  years, 

the  UN  armsmspectors  have 
been  blocked  from  entering 
up  to  100  sites,  according  to 
one  UN  officwL  Tbey  include 
key  buildings  where  “special" 
Republican  Guards  Units  are 
suspected  of  concealing  in¬ 
criminating  documents,  wea¬ 
pons  parts  and  biological 
warfare  agents.  ; 

However,  these  bmk&ngs 
are  usually  contained  inside 
theperimettr  of  a  presidential 
palace,  which  the  Iraqis  will 
not  let  inspectors  enter  for 
natkmaf  security  reasons.  - 

Presidential  palaces  are  un¬ 
likely  to  be.on  the  Pentagon 


target  list  because  American 
intelligence  services  cannot  be 
sure  which  might  be  conceal¬ 
ing  oudaT  elements  of  Sari- 
dan’s  secret  programme  to 
develop  weapons  of  mass 
-destruction.  There  would  also 
be  a  risk  of  civilian  casualties. 

Photographs  by  American 
saddlites  atid  U2  spy  ptenes 
have  revealed  that  Saddam 
has  rebeflC  iriJrny  of  his  miH- 

tary  assembly  finite  damaged 
during  the  Guff  War.  ’Tbey 
indude  one;  ntissSe  plant 
which  amid  be  targeted  by 
Tomahawk  cruise'  missiles  or 
lascttgukied  bombs.' 

-  However.  ■*  UN  officials 
pointed  out -that- Iraq- was 
allowed  ‘  to  continxie  buildrag 
'  mi^les  WiA  -:a range  of  no 
mote  than -about  90  miles; 
There  is  no  sign  of  a  Scud 
urtenAafiatocange  missile 
faeflfty  bring  rebuilt.  - 
The  main  concern  now  is 
focused  on  chenrical  and  bio¬ 
logical research;  In  June  last 
year,  the  UN  inspectors  de¬ 
stroyed  a  biological  weapons 
phot  producing  anthrax  and 
botulism  at  Hucam. . 

If  a  snn2ar  factory could  be 
identified  by  ateBilc  or  U2, 
and  UN  inspectors  are  pre¬ 
vented  from  entering,  this 
might  be  a  more  appropriate 
target  for  a  military  strike 
than  a  radar  facility  that  emi 
be  rebuilt  in  a  few  weeks. 
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By  Christopher  Thomas,  south  asia  . 

CORRESPONDENT,  AND  IanBrODIE  IN  WASHINGTON 


POUR  Americans  and  a  Paki¬ 
stani  were  shot  dead  yester-. 
day.  probably  by  Islamic 
extremists,  in  a  reprisal  attack 
in  the  centre  of  Karachi  —  a 
violent  port  city  with  a  sinister 
political  and  religious  under¬ 
world.  The  Pakistani  Govern¬ 
ment  has  ordered  an  inquiry, 
but  there  is  little  chance  of 
catching  the  killers. 

The  Americans — foreigners 
are  always  at  risk  of  unpro¬ 
voked  attacks  in  Pakistan’s 
most  lawless  city  —  were 
singled  out  as  the  car  in  which 
they  were  travelling  passed, 
over  a  bridge  in  heavy  morn¬ 
ing  traffic.  The  gunmen  used 
Kalashnikovs,  which  are  free¬ 
ly  available  at  knockdown 
prices  throughout  the  country, 
and  escaped  in  the  confusion. 

The  murders  were  probably 
designed  lo  avenge  the  guilty 
verdict  passed  by  an  American 
court  on  Mir  AimaJ  Kasi,  a 
Pakistani  national  accused  of 


Jailing  two  CIA  employees  out¬ 
side  the  agency's  headquarters 
in  Langley,  near  Washington, 
mare  than  four  years  ago.  He 
could  face  the  death  penally 
for  the  murders,  caused  when 
he  sprayed  bullets  from  an 
assault  rifle  into  rush-hour 
traffic  wailing  to  turn  into  the 
agency's  headquarters.  The 
action  made  him  a  hero 
among  many  Islamic  zealots 
in  Pakistan. 

The  Karachi  shootings 
came  as  legal-aid  lawyers  in 
America  were  pleading  with  a 
jury  to  spare  Kasi's  fife  and 
sentence  him  instead  to  life  in 
prison  without  parole.  The 
defence  produced  family 
members,  teachers,  friends 
and  former  employers  to  show 
that  Kasi  had  lived  a  quiet, 
non-violent  life  before  the 
killings,  but  had  been  subject 
to  seizures  in  childhood  and 
suffered  brain  damage  that 
altered  his  personality. 
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The  car.  with  the  bodies  of  its  Pakistani  driver  and  four  American  passengers,  after  the  shooting  on  a  crowded  Karachi  street  yesterday 


When  he  was  captured  in 
Pakistan  in  June,  Kasi  told  the 
FBI  that  he  shot  the  CIA 
employees  to  protest  at  Ameri¬ 
can  policies  towards  Muslims 
in  the  Middle  Cast  including 
the  bombing  of  Iraq  during 
the  Gulf  War. 

For  Kasi  to  receive  the  death 
penalty  under  Virginia  law, 
the  prosecution  must  convince 
tiie  six  men  and  six  women  on 
the  jury  that  he  still  poses  a 
danger  to  society  or  that  his 
crime  Was  particularly  “vDe, 
meaning  he  used  more  force 


than  necessary  to  kill  and  that 
his  motive  involved  mental 
depravity  beyond  even  first- 
degree  murder". 

The  prosecution  said  the 
“vile"  standard  did  apply. 
The}'  recounted  how  Kasi  shot 
Frank  Darling,  a  CIA  analyst, 
first  in  the  back  and  then 
returned  to  shoot  him  in  the 
head  at  dose  range.  His  wife. 
Judy,  watched  helplessly  in 
the  passenger  sear  beside  him. 

All  five  victims  of  yester¬ 
days  Karachi  attack  were 
employees  of  Union  Texas,  the 


US  oil  company.  They  were  on 
their  way  to  work,  a  journey  of 
only  a  few  minutes,  and  died 
instantly.  The  Americans  were 
auditors  who  had  only  just  ar¬ 
rived  in  Pakistan. 

The  attack  was  similar  to 
the  killing  of  two  American 
government  employees  in  Ka¬ 
rachi  in  1995.  also  targeted  as 
they  drove  to  work.  Ho  one 
has  been  arrested  for  those 
killings,  probably  a  reprisal 
for  the  deportation  to  America 
of  Rarazi  Yousef,  accused  of 
masterminding  the  bombing 


of  the  New  York  World  Trade 
Centre. 

A  witness  said  that  the 
killers  had  on  khaki  jackets 
and  the  traditional  baggy 
shirts  and  trousers  worn  by 
most  Pakistanis.  They  stepped 
out  of  their  vehicle,  sprayed 
bullets  into  the  victims  at 
point-blank  Tange,  checked 
the  bodies  closely  to  ensure 
they  were  dead,  and  then 
drove  off.  The  stolen  vehicle 
was  abandoned  in  the  city. 

The  US  State  Department 
gave  a  warning  on  Tuesday 


that  Americans  could  be  tar¬ 
gets  after  the  verdict  Mike 
McCurry.  President  Clinton's 
spokesman,  said  there  was  no 
immediate  direct  evidence  to 
link  die  latest  murders  with 
the  Kasi  conviction,  but  offici¬ 
als  were  watching  for  any 
connection  that  developed. 

Condemning  the  attack  as 
barbarous  and  outrageous, 
Mr  McCuny  said  it  would  not 
affect  Mr  Clinton's  visit  to 
Pakistan  next  year,  or  that  of 
Madeleine  Albright,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  due  soon. 


Cheque 
‘proves 
Clinton 
lied  on 
oath9 


.  From  Ian  Brodie 

IN  WASHINGTON 

A  MYSTERIOUS  cheque 

proves  that  President  Clinton 
is  a  liar,  according  to  a 
convicted  Whitewater  crimi¬ 
nal  yesterday. 

A  lawyer  for  the  President 
ridiculed  the  allegation  by  Jim 
McDougaJ,  a  former  partner 
of  Mr  Clinton  and  his  wife. 
Hillary,  in  their  failed 
Whitewater  land  speculation. 

McDougal,  who  is  serving 
three  years  in  jail  on  18 
charges,  accused  Mr  Clinton 
in  a  telephone  call  io  the 
Associated  Press,  an  Ameri¬ 
can  news  agency.  His  denun¬ 
ciation  was  provoked  by  the 
discovery  last  week  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  long-missing  docu¬ 
ments  in  the  boot  of  a  car  that 
had  been  abandoned  ten  years 
ago  in  a  Little  Rock  garage. 

The  documents  related  to 
McDougal's  bankrupt  Madi¬ 
son  Guaranty  Savings  and 
Loan  Association.  One  of  them 
appeared  to  be  a  cheque  made 
out  to  Mr  Clinton  in  1982  for 
$27,600.  McDougal  claimed 
this  was  a  loan  to  Mr  Clinton, 
but  Mr  Clinton  has  testified 
under  oath  that  he  never 
obtained  such  a  loan. 

On  Tuesday,  the  President 
and  Vice-President  Al  Gore 
were  interviewed  by  officials 
investigating  election  cam¬ 
paign  fundraising,  the  White 
House  said  yesterday. 


i  Blacks  force  Christie’s  to  drop 
1  ! :  ld  slavery  posters  from  US  sale 
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From  James  .Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 

AMBUSHED. -by  irate  listen¬ 
ers  to  a  popular  black  radio 
talk-show,  Christie’s;.  New 
York,  bas  had  to  withdraw 
from  auction  three  lots  of 
American  Civil  War  posters 
advertising  “likely  negroes” 
for  sale  and  offering  rewards 
for  runaway  slaves. 

The  items,  expected  to  fetch 
$700  to$l,000  (£400  to  £590)a 
lot  at  last  night's  safe,  indud- 
ed  a  “warded”  poster  an¬ 
nouncing  a  reward  for  “A 
Negro  Man  John"  with  a 
“remarkable  fine  set  of  teeth" 
and  a  receipt  for  tiie  purchase 
of  “a  mulatto  boy  named  Joe". 

Another  poster  advertised  a 
“Chancery  Sale  of  8  Likely 
Negroes,  Consisting  of  3  like¬ 
ly  girls,  from  12  to  14  years  of 
age;  1  lrkdy  boy  about  16  years 
old;  1  stout  likely  man.  about 
25  years  old;  and  3  likely 
young  boys" 

Dozens  of  outraged  listen¬ 
ers  telephoned  Christie’s  to 
complain  after  a  commentary 


Ciwriew^  Sale 
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One  of  the  stave ^posters 
'  removed from  auction 

about  the  sale  was  broadcast 
an  the  Dallas-based  Tom 
Joyner  Show. 

-  The  talk-show  is  syndicated 
nationally  and  has  a  total 
audience  of  about  three  mil¬ 
lion.  but  it  is  not  heard  in  New 
York  and  Christie’s  staff  did. 
not  know  what  had  hit  them. 
The  unidentified  seller  imm¬ 
ediately  withdrew  the  three 
lots  from  the  auction  and 


promised  to  give  them  to  a 
museum  devoted  to  “African- 
American  history”. 

David  Paterson,  a  local 
state  senator  who  helped  to 
launch  the  campaign  after 
receiving  complaints  from 
black  artists  in  New  York, 
criticised  Christie’s  for  “arro¬ 
gance"  and  said  that  be  want¬ 
ed  a  comprehensive  ban  on 
the  sale  of  slavery  memorabil¬ 
ia.  Tkvis  Smiley,  the  black 
televirion  presenter  who  gave 
the  commentary  on  the  Tom 
Joyner  Show,  contrasted 
Christie's  willingness  to  sell 
such  items  with  its  reluctance 
to  auction  paraphernalia  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Holocaust 

Christie’s  denied  there  was 
any  double  standard.  “What 
we  do  not  sell  is  property  that 
glorifies  any  era,"  Vredy 
Lytstnan,  for  the  firm,,  said. 
“We  would  not  sell  anything 
that  glorifies  Nazism  or  that 
glorifies  slavery.  These  three 
lots  were  part  of  a  coDedaon  of 
documents  on  the  American 
Civil  War.  That  war  was 
fought  to  abolish  slavery."  - 
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MEP  exposed  in 
travel  scam  on 
jet  to  nowhere 


MEMBERS  of  the  European 
Parliament  are  enriching 
;  Bwmselves  with  padded  ex- 
'  Jaenses,  according  to  an  inves¬ 
tigation  by  German  television 
1  which  sent  a  camera  team  on 
die  trail  of  politicians. 

Stem  Television's  disclo- 
,  sures  will  not  astonish  observ- 
;  ers  of  the  Strasbourg 
assembly,  who  have  long  be¬ 
lieved  the  626  MEPS  maximise 
their  income  from  the  £35  mil¬ 
lion  annual  budget  for  travel 
and  subsistence.  But  the  re¬ 
port  comes  at  an  embarrass¬ 
ing  moment,  barely  a 
.  fortnight  after  tougher  "moni¬ 
toring  was  supposed  to  have 
.come  in  force.  The  main  target 
'  of  the  accusations  are  MEPs 
from  Mediterranean  states 
"  but  those  from  all  countries 
are  implicated  in  some  form  of 
fraud. 

'  ■  The  camera  team  followed 
Nelio  Mendonca,  a  Portu- 
1  guese  deputy,  walking  in 
Brussels  during  the  same 
weekend  that  he  claimed  to  be 
at  home  in  Madeira.  He  had 
,  claimed  £1 ,600  for  the  air  fare. 
'Stem  presented  the  informa- 
'■  non  to  lose  Maria  Gil  Robles. 

'  president  of  the  European 
'  Parliament,  who  has  taken  no 
disciplinary  action. 

Senhor  Mendonca  said  he 
'  had  not  flown  home  as  he  was 
y  taken  ill  “at  the  last  moment” 
.'.and  had  repaid  the  expenses. 

Claudia  Roth.  European 
deputy  for  the  Greens,  said: 
“There  are  colleagues  with 
apartments  in  Brussels.  In 
hmany  cases  they  do  not  By 

'.I  H 


Gil  Robles:  given  data 
on  TV  investigation 


Investigation  of 
expenses  fraud 
is  embarrassing 
the  EU,  report 
Roger  Boyes 
and  Charles 
Bremner 


home  to  Portugal  and  else¬ 
where  and  do  not  return  on 
Monday.  They  simply  claim 
expenses  for  phantom  trips.” 

Until  November  I.  Euro¬ 
pean  deputies  were  able  to 
claim  travel  expenses  for  com¬ 
mittee  meetings  in  Strasbourg 
or  Brussels  without  present¬ 
ing  documentary  proof.  Se¬ 
nhor  Mendonca  could  have 
genuinely  travelled  home  on  a 
cheap  fare  of  £500  and  still 
made  a  handsome  profit  The 
system  simply  invites  fraud,” 
Frau  Roth  says. 

Under  the  new  rules,  depu¬ 
ties  will  have  to  present  board¬ 
ing  passes  or  a  copy  of  train 
tickets.  If  they  say  they  trav¬ 
elled  by  car.  however,  they 
merely  have  to  make  a  person¬ 
al  statement  to  that  effect 

Frau  Roth  says  she  knows  of 
a  Greek  colleague  who  flies  on 
a  cheap  fare  hum  Brussels  to 
Athens  for  £137  and  claims  car 


WHAT  AN 
MEP  EARNS 


Monthly  salary. 

Italy - - 

France . 

Austria . - . (up  to) 

The  Netherlands _ _ 

Germany . . 

Britain . - . . 

Belgium . . . . 

Irish  Republic.. . . 

Luxembourg - : . 

Denmark . . 


Finland . 

Sweden. _ 

Portugal..... 

Spain . . 

Greece _ 


-■(up  to) 


£5.517 

£4.211 

£4,095 

£4,089 

£4.077 

£3,724 

£3.527 

£2.696 

£2,674 

£2,661 

£2,409 

£2^63 

£1,985 

£1,820 

£1.752 


□  Sauza  Goman  Bundestag  s&Bstux 


mileage  of  more  than  £1,620 
(based  on  a  rate  of  50p  a 
kilometre  for  the  first  400km, 
and  25p  for  every  subsequent 
km).  The  Lisbon-Bmssds 
route  is  even  more  profitable. 

The  travel  scam  has  bred  its 
own  strange  culture.  North 
Italian  deputies  have  bought 
houses  in  Sicily  on  the  basis  of 
car  mileage  refunds  from 
Strasbourg.  Nor  are  German 
deputies  exempt  All  German 
deputies  travel  free  on  Ger¬ 
man  as  well  as  Belgian  rail¬ 
ways.  If  they  travel  to  their 
constituencies  by  train,  and 
say  they  drive  by  car.  they 
make  useful  pocket  money. 

Travel  expenses  are  only 
part  of  the  honey  pot  General 
expenses  for  a  German  deputy 
amount  to  CZ200a  month  and 
are  supposed  to  cover,  for 
example,  all  telephone  calls 
made  outside  their  offices. 
This  sum  does  not  have  to  be 
accounted  for. 

The  secretarial  and  staff 
allowance  amounts  to  £6,42 0a 
month.  “This  is  a  murky 
chapter."  says  Frau  Roth. 
"Some  people  are  employing 
half  their  families.” 

The  most  simple  fiddle  re-  I 
mains  the  attendance  allow¬ 
ance  of  about  £150  a  day  for 
hotel  costs.  Deputies  often 
sleep  in  their  offices  and 
pocket  the  money.  Many  insist 
on  keeping  the  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  plenary  session  —  which 
frequently  lasts  no  more  than 
an  hour  —  in  order  to  get  the 
attendance  fee  for  that  day. 
The  UV  documentary  77te  Big 
Story  filmed  MEPs  signing 
the  Friday  register  and  leav¬ 
ing  immediately  for  the 
airport. 

Few  MEPs  will  discuss  their 
personal  claims,  but  some 
members  are  believed  to  milk 
up  to  E200.000  a  year  out  of 
the  system. 

David  Martin,  a  Labour 
MEP  who  is  chairing  a  com- . 
mittee  that  is  drawing  up 
reforms  on  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances.  said  yesterday  that  only 
“5  or  10  per  cent"  were 
misusing  the  system. 

Parliament  leaders  say  it 
cannot  be  fully  reformed  until 
the  EU  gives  deputies  equal 
pay.  At  present  they  are  paid 
by  their  home  parliaments  at 
the  rate  for  domestic  MPs. 
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Silvia  Metis,  28,  hugs  her  five-year-old  son,  Luca,  yesterday,  nine  months  after  she  was  abducted  from  her  car  and  held  fora$l  million  ransom 

Kidnap  mother’s  long  ordeal  ends 


From  Richard  Owen 
IN  ROME 

A  WOMAN  kidnapped  by  Sardinian 
bandits  nine  months  ago  was  yester¬ 
day  tearfully  reunited  with  her  small 
son  after  making  a  dramatic  escape 
from  her  captors.  But  Italian  newspa¬ 
pers  cast  doubt  on  her  version  of 
events,  speculating  that  her  family 
may  have  paid  a  ransom  despite 
official  denials. 

However,  a  second  kidnapping  case 
had  a  tragic  ending  when  Donato 
Cefola,  16.  abducted  earlier  this  week 
in  Potenza,  southern  Italy,  was  found 
dead  in  a  ditch  in  a  village  three  miles 
from  his  home.  In  an  unusual  twist, 
the  kidnappers,  two  men  and  two 
women,  gave  themselves  up  to  police, 
saying  a  gun  had  gone  off  by  mistake. 
Cefola  disappeared  while  on  his  way 
to  school,  and  the  kidnappers  left  a 
ransom  note  on  the  windscreen  of  his 
father's  car. 

Silvia  Metis,  28.  was  snatched  on 
February  19  by  hooded  members  of 


the  feared  “Anonima  Sequestri”  gang 
while  parking  her  car  outside  her 
bouse  at  Tortoli,  on  Sardinia's  east 
coast  Her  son.  Luca,  was  left  sleeping 
in  the  back.  Although  kidnappings  are 
common  in  Sardinia,  the  case  became 
a  cause  c ilebre  in  the  media,  and 
police  mobilised  hundreds  of  officers 
to  comb  the  area.  Yesterday  Signora 


“They  treated  me  well  enough-  but  I 
was  always  a  prisoner, “  she  said.  “It 
was  a  nightmare.”  Asked  to  describe 
her  kidnappers,  she  replied:  “They 
were  people  like  me,  they  were  not 
animals  —  but  they  committed  a 
bestial  crime." 

Signora  Metis  said  that  in  an 
unguarded  moment  she  bad  been  left 


C  It  was  a  nightmare.  They  were  people  like 
me,  they  were  not  animals  —  but 
they  committed  a  bestial  crime  3 


Metis  wept  as  she  embraced  Luca. 
who  tokl  hen  “Mamma,  1  am  five 
now."  Signora  Metis  said:  “it  was  my 
religious  faith  and  my  love  for  my  son 
which  saved  me”  She  described  being 
moved  six  times  during  her  ordeal 
because  the  kidnappers  were  aware  of 
the  intensive  police  hunt  and  public 
outrage 


on  her  own  and  she  had  made  a  run 
for  it  She  found  herself  on  a  country 
road  in  the  mountains  near  the  town 
of  Nuoro  and  stopped  a  police  patrol 
car  with  the  words  T  am  Silvia  Metis, 
-please  take  me  to  my  son."  In  Nuoro, 
which  nestles  beneath  the  spectacular 
peak  of  Mount  Ortobene  in  central 
Sardinia,  thousands  poured  onto  the 


streets  cheering  as  the  news  of  Signora 
Metis’s  release  spread.  She  later 
appeared  on  die  town  hall's  balcony, 
receivingan  ecstatic  welcome 
Her  father,  a  wealthy  engineer, 
denied  that  he  or  any  other  member  of 
the  family  bad  paid  the  $1  million 
(£588,0001  ransom  demanded  by  the 
kidnappers  to  secure  her  release. 
Under  Italian  law,  the  bank  accounts 
of  kidnap  victims  and  their  relatives 
are  frozen,  a  move  designed  to 
discourage  the  payment  of  ransoms 
and  so  persuade  bandits  that  kidnap¬ 
ping  is  fruitless.  But  ransoms  are  stfll 
handed  over  and,  during  the  Metis 
case,  there  have  been  repeated  de¬ 
mands  for  the  law  to  be  changed  so 
families  can  end  their  torment  by 
paying  up  if  they  wish. 

last  month  police  bungled  an  at- 
tempt  to  confront,  the  kidnappers  of. 
Giuseppe  Soffantini,  a  leading  textile 
manufacturer.  An  officer  was  killed  in 
d '  shootout  when  the  kidnappers 
realised  the  “ransom  handover”  was  a 
trap.  The  victim  has  not  been  found. 
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for  succession 


to  ailing  Arafat 


YASSfR  ARAFAT,  the  veteran 
Palestinian  leader,  has  an 
unnamed  degenerative  dis¬ 
ease  and  the  manoeuvres  in 
what  could  be  a  bloody  strug¬ 
gle  to  succeed  him  have  be¬ 
gun,  according  to  well-placed 
Western  and  Middle  Eastern 
sources. 

Doctors  and  diplomats  who 
have  seen  the  68-year-old  for¬ 
mer  guerrilla  leader  in  recent 
weeks  have  noticed  a  trem¬ 
bling  of  his  hands,  legs  and 
bottom  lip  —  identified  as 
possible  early  signs  of  Parkin¬ 
son's  disease,  which  eventual¬ 
ly  would  incapacitate  him. 

It  was  confirmed  yesterday 
that,  despite  attempts  bv  aides 
to  cover  up  his  health  prob¬ 
lems  and  blame  them  on  Is¬ 
raeli  propaganda,  Mr  Arafat 
has  collapsed  twice  recently. 


FRom  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


The  first  .time  was  during  an 
Arab  foreign  ministers'  meet¬ 
ing  in  Cairo  in  late  September. 
An  official  present  said  that 
his  lips  turned  blue  and  his 
eyes  rolled  before  a  doctor 
revived  him. 

The  second  occasion  was 
late  last  month  when  Mr 
Arafat,  who  is  leader  of  the 
Palestine  liberation  Organis¬ 
ation  and  the  Palestinian  Au¬ 
thority.  which  administers 
parr  of  the  West  Bank  and  the 
Gaza  Strip,  collapsed  in  the 
West  Bank  dty  of  Ram  all  ah 
and  had  to  be  .  taken  to 
hospital. 

Although  Mr  Arafat  has 
informed  dose  aides  recently 
that  he  does  not  believe  he  wijj 
reach  his  70th  birthday,  he  has 
done  nothing  about  arranging 
a  successor.  Palestinian  offiri- 


Death-bed  plea  for 
‘Palestine’  partition 


By  Michael  Binyon,  diplomatic  editor 


SIR  ISAIAH  BERLIN,  the 
distinguished  Oxford  philoso¬ 
pher,  issued  a  statement,  re¬ 
leased  on  the  day  of  his  death, 
urging  the  partition  of  "PaJes- 
rine"  between  Jpws  and  Pales¬ 
tinians  and  the  creation  of  a 
Muslim  quarter  in  Jerusalem 
guaranteed  by  the  United 
Nations. 

In  a  rare  political  comment, 
the  lifelong  supporter  of  Israel 
authorised  the  statement  this 
month  which  is  a  strong 
implicit  criticism  of  the  poli¬ 
cies  of  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
the  Israeli  Prime  Minister, 
who  begins  official  talks  in 
Britain  rod ay. 

Sir  Isaiah  said  it  was  plain 
that,  since  both  sides  claimed 
the  total  possession  of  Pales¬ 
tine,  neither  claim  could  be 
accepted  without  a  grave  in¬ 
justice.  The  only  correct  sol¬ 
ution  was  therefore  a  compro¬ 
mise.  with  the  countiy 
partitioned  along  the  lines  of 
the  Oslo  agreement, 

“Ideally,  what  we  arecaUing 
for  is  a  relationship  of  good, 
neighbours,  but  given  the 


number  of  bigoted,  terrorist 
chauvinists  on  both  sides,  this 
is  impracticable,”  he  said.  The 
solution  was  “reluctant  tolera¬ 
tion"  for  fear  of  the  alternative, 
a  savage  war. 

In  the  statement,  released 
on  November  5,  he  said  Jeru¬ 
salem  should  remain  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  rsraeL  with  the  Muslim 
holy  places  being  extra-territo¬ 
rial  to  a  Muslim  authority. 
The  Arab  quarter  should  be 
guaranteed  by  the  UN,  by 
force  if  necessary. 

Mr  Netanyahu  today  faces  a 
barrage  of  protests  by  Jewish 
peace  activists  and  tough  talk 
from  the  Government  In 
meetings  today  with  Tony 
Blair  and.  Robin  Cook,  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  the  Israeli 
Prime  Minister  will  be  told 
that  Britain  is  gravely  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  deadlock  in 
the  Middle  East  peace  pro¬ 
cess.  He  will  be  urged  to 
implement  in  full  the  Oslo 
interim  agreement  withdraw 
Israeli  troops  from  the  West 
Bank  and  halt  the  building  of 
all  new  settlements. 


ais  claim  tliat  his  health  has 
been  affected  by  his  plane 
crash  in  1992  in  the  Libyan 
desert,  which  necessitated  sur¬ 
gery  to  remove  blood  dots 
from  his  brain.  Doctors  said 
privately  at  the  time  that  he 
would  have  problems  with  his 
central  nervous  sysiem. 

Quoting  sources  in  Mr 
Arafat's  Fatah  faction  of  the 
PLO,  the  respected  Arabic 
paper  Al-Hayat  reported  this 
week  that  Colonel  fibril 
Rajoub.  44.  head  of  Mr  Ara- 
fars  preventive  security  appa¬ 
ratus  in  the  West  Bank, 
planned  to  assume  control  of 
Palestinian  Authority  areas  if 
Mr  Arafat  died  or  became 
incapacitated. 

The  paper  d  aimed  that  Col¬ 
onel  Rajoub  was  forming  pol¬ 
itical  alliances  and  providing 
weapons  to  supporters  in  an- 
tidpation  of  a  fight  with  his 
rivals.  Al-Hayat  said  a  “battle 
for  succession"  had  begun 
which  could  “explode  within 
months  and  even  rake  the 
form  of  assassination". 

‘  Muhammad  Dahian,  Colo¬ 
nel  Raj  cub’s  younger  counter¬ 
part  in  the  Gaza  Strip,  was 
reported  to  be  making  similar 
moves.  Other  security  chiefs, 
such  as  Mussa  Arafat,  chief  of 
military  intelligence,  Saeb 
Ajez.  the  national  security 
chief,  and  Ghari  Jabali,  the 
police  chief,  are  all  jockeying 
for  influence. 

Al-Hayat  stud  that  Colonel 
Rajoub.  regarded  as  the  more 
ruthless  of  the  two  preventive 
security  chiefs,  had  found  an 
ally  in  Ghassan  Shakaa,  the 
Mayor  of  Nablus  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  PLO's  executive 
council.  It  reported  that  an 
arms  shipment  valued  at 
$40000  (£25,000)  recently  was 
intercepted  en  route  to 
Ramaiiah.  where  it  was  to 
have  been  distributed  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Rajoub’s  supporters. 

Colonel  Rajoub.  a  former 
leader  of  the  Palestinian 
intifada,  was  reported  by  Al- 
Hayat  to  have  fewer  enemies 
to  deal  with  than  Mr  Dahian. 
It  daimed  that  last  month  he 
made  a  visit  to  Washington, 
arranged  by  the  Clinton  Ad¬ 
ministration,  to  “sound  out", 
his  position. 
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Poll  likely 
to  extend 
Moi’s  rule 


Nairobi:  Kenyans  are  to  go  to 
the  polls  on  December  29  in  a 
general  election  widely  expect¬ 
ed  to  return  President  Moi  id 
power  (David  Oit  writes). 

President  Mai.  74.  and  his 
Kanu  party  won  a  dear  vic¬ 
tory  m  1992  and  analysts  say 
that  there  is  little  to  mop  them 
repeating  their  success  next 
month.  The  President  has 
been  in  power  For  19  years  and 
shows  little  sign  of  slowing 
down.  A  conservative  with 
strongly  autocratic  tendencies, 
he  tours  the  country  tirelessly, 
lecturing  his  countrymen  and 
admonishing  his  rivals. 


Visas  for  Kenya 


Survivors  from  the  sinking  of  the  Britannic  in  November  1916.  Of  1.100  on  board,  28  were  drowned 


Divers  tackle  mystery  of  Titanic’s  sister 


Nairobi:  Britons  visiting  Ke¬ 
nya  will  need  visas  from 
Saturday,  the  Foreign  Minis¬ 
try  said.  A  single-entry  visa 
will  cost  $60  (£36),  a  multiple- 
entry,  one-year  visa  $160,  and 
a  multiple-entry’,  two-year  visa 
$200.  The  Kenyan  decision 
follows  a  British  move  in 
March  last  year  to  insist  on 
visas  for  Kenyans.  (AFP) 


From  John  Carr 

IN  ATHENS 


DIVERS  this  week  hope  <0  shed  light  on 
the  fate  of  the  luxury  liner  Britannic. 
sunk  by  a  mysterious  explosion  near  the 
Greek  island  of  Rea  in  L916  while  on  its 
way  to  pick  up  British  war  casualties 
from  the  Middle  East 

Of  more  than  U00  people  on  board,  28 
dial,  sucked  under  by  the  ship’s  propel¬ 
lers  as  it  went  down. 

A  sister  ship  to  the  Titanic  and  about  a 
tenth  larger,  the  Britannic  lies  on  its 
starboard  side  nearly  400ft  down  in  the 
Rea  channel.  As  one  of  the  world's 
biggest  wrecks,  the  largely  intact  hull 
and  superstructure  have  been  explored 


by  such  marine  luminaries  as  the  late 
Jacques-Yves  Cousteau,  who  discovered 
it  20  years  ago,  and  Robert  Ballard,  who 
discovered  the  wreck  of  the  Titanic. 
Despite  those  efforts,  why  the  Britannic 
sank  a  mere  57  minutes  after  the  blast 
ripped  a  gash  in  its  bow,  and  what 
caused  the  explosion,  remain  unan¬ 
swered  questions. 

Nineteen  divers  working  on  “Project 
Britannic  97”  said  they  had  taken  video 
footage  of  metal  fragments  found  on  and 
near  the  wreck  to  test  the  prevailing 
theory  that  the  ship  hit  a  mine  or  was 
torpedoed.  The  team,  which  indudes 
one  Briton,  has  been  diving  at  the  site  for 
several  weeks. 

On  November  21.  the  day  of  the 


sinking.  Britain  had  been  in  the  process 
of  increasing  its  military  presence  in  the 
Middle  East  for  more  than  a  year. 
British  forces  were  finding  it  difficult  to 
dislodge  the  Turks  from  Palestine  and 
had  last  two  battles  in  Gaza.  Mounting 
casualties  drove  the  Government  to 
requisition  the  Britannic  after  its  maid¬ 
en  commercial  voyage  and  turn  it  into  a 
hospital  ship. 

It  never  completed  its  first  voyage  in 
its  new  capacity  —  to  collect  wounded 
soldiers  on  the  island  of  Lesbos,  and  take 
them  to  Southampton.  Survivors 
described  later  how  Captain  Charles 
Bartlett,  the  master,  nosed  the  liner  at 
full  speed  towards  Kea  in  a  vain  attempt 
to  run  it  aground  and  save  lives. 

IMPERIAL  WAR  MUSEUM 


Sex  gang  swoop 


Prague:  Czech  police  arrested 
and  charged  an  unammed  41- 
year-old  British  man  in  con¬ 
nection  with  heading  the 
Czech  branch  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  paedophile  network. 
Five  men  were  taken  into 
custody  after  police  raided  a 
flat  in  central  Prague  and 
found  five  young  boys  who 
had  been  drugged. 


Le  Pen  victory 

Paris:  A  French  court  award¬ 
ed  40,000  francs  (£4.(00)  to 
Jean-Marie  Le  Pen,  the  far- 
right  leader,  ruling  he  had  not 
made  anti-Semitic  slurs  attrib¬ 
uted  to  him  in  a  recent  book. 
Le  Roman  eTun  President 
quoted  him  as  saying  Presi¬ 
dent  Chirac  was  in  the  pay  of 
Jewish  groups.  (Reuters) 


Group  at  a  loss 


■-  ?*-■■  £'■  *-•'  C/A; 


The  Britannic,  a  tenth  larger  than  its  more  famous  sister  ship  the  Titanic,  sank  in  a  mere  57  minutes 


Oslo:  The  Losers’  Rights 
Union,  founded  by  Norwe¬ 
gians  who  feel  they  just  cannot 
win.  is  on  die  verge  of  econom¬ 
ic  failure.  Ole  Odegaard,  the 
genera]  secretary,  said  the 
group  needs  200,000  kroner 
(£16300)  or  it  would  close  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  (APj 
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Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 

reports  on 
child  battering, 
whooping 
cough,  angina, 
hormone 
treatment  and 
herpes 


Signs  of 
abuse 
doctors 
watch  for 


Like  everyone  else  in 
Britain,  doctors  have 
been  discussing  the 
Louise  Woodward 
case.  Those  who  have  had 
experience,  however  brief,  of 
paediatrics,  casualty  or  gener¬ 
al  practice  have  dealt  with 
many  cases  such  as  that  of 

Matthew  Eappen.  _ 

and  they  know  that 
rhere  is  a  pattern  to 
baby  battering. 

They  also  know 
that,  however  it 
happened.  Mat¬ 
thew  was  injured 
not  once  but  on  at 
least  three  separate 
occasions  (al¬ 
though  the  prose¬ 
cution  did  nor 
suggest  Miss 
Woodward  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the 
earlier  injuries). 

Leading  paediatri¬ 
cians  fear  that  the  outcome  of 
this  case,  and  the  attendant 
emotion  and  excitement,  will 
trivialise  the  horror  of  child 
battering,  and  may  have  tend¬ 
ed  to  obsoire  the  hallmarks  of 
this  offence,  which  every  doc¬ 
tor  should  be  looking  for. 

It  was  implied  by  the  de¬ 
fence  team  at  the  trial  that  the 
previously  excellent  character 
of  Miss  Woodward  would 


Repeated 
injury  is 
highly 
suggestive 
of  abuse  or 
inadequate 
supervision 


make  it  unlikely  that  she  had 
damaged  Matthew.  Some 
baby  batterers  do  have  an 
antisocial  personality  —  previ¬ 
ously  known  as  psychopathic 
—  and  as  such  They  would 
have  shown  persistent  signs, 
from  an  early  age.  of  being 
impulsive,  irresponsible,  un- 
able  to  control  their 
urges  and  emo¬ 
tions  and  unable  to 
bear  being  thwart¬ 
ed,  even  by  a  child 
who  defied  them  by 
constantly  crying, 
but  this  applies  to 
only  a  proportion 
of  the  cases.  These 
people  would  also 
be  emotionally 
blunted,  free  of 
anxiety  and  re¬ 
morse.  but  not  nec¬ 
essarily  socially 
unappealing.  As 
"  the  judge  said 

when  passing  sentence  in  Lou¬ 
ise  Woodward’s  case,  this 
might  have  been  a  temporary 
lapse  in  part  due  to  her 
inexperience. 

Merck's  Manual  is  the  stan¬ 
dard  textbook  on  medicine 
which  is  never  out  of  reach  of 
American  hospital  doctors  and 
general  practitioners.  It  lists 
five  features  thai  are  charac¬ 
teristic  of  baby  battering: 


Inoculation 


that  can 
fail  the  young 

ZACHARY  HAUGHTON 

of 


Zachary  Haughton,  aged  two:  his  mother  recognised  the  symptoms  of  whooping  cough  after  doctors  had  misdiagnosed  the  illness 


whooping  COUgh, 
by  doctors  but  eventually 
recognised  by  his  mother.  The 
doctors  had  discounted  whooping 
cough  because  Zachary — who 
is  now  two — had  been  immunised. 

Zachary's  mother,  Emma,  has 
written  an  account  of  die  troubles 

her  son  has  had  since  the 

summer  after  being  infected  by  his 
dder  brother,  who  had  lesser 
symptoms  and  had  caught  the 
virus  at  school  - 

Contrary  to  popular  belief, 
neither  an  actual  attack  nor  the 
injections  give  guaranteed 
immunity  tor  life.  But  any 
subsequent  infection,  if  one 

occurs,  tends  to  be  less  severe  —  so 

much  so  that,  as  the  Haughton 
fomify  have  discovered,  they  often 
go  undiagnosed. 

The  incubation  period  for 
whooping  cough  is  usually  about  a 
fortnight,  but  varies  from  sever! 
to  14  days.  The  infection  starts  like 
a  common  cold  with  a  runny 
nose,  weeping  eyes  and  a  hacking 
cough.  Later,  the  patient  is 
racked  by  paroxysms  of  coughing, 
which  are  frequently  followed 
by  a  gasping,  in-drawing  of  breath. 
As  in  Zachary’s  case,  vomiting 
is  a  feature.  It  often  follows 
coughing  but  may  be 
independent  of  lL  Convalescence 
takes  a  month  or  two.  but  the 
classic  cough  may  last  for  many 
months. 

Inoculated  children  are  rarely 
severely  affected  by  whooping 
cough,  whereas  in  the  past, 
before  the  possibility  of 

immunisation,  it  was  a 

frightening  and  sometimes  fatal 
disease  for  children  aged 
under  two. 


There  is  a  reluctance  on  the 
parr  of  the  carer  to  give  a 
history  of  the  injuiy. 

There  is  an  inconsistent 
history  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
injury  and  of  the  incident  that 
necessitated  the  child's  admis¬ 
sion  to  hospital.  The  story  of 
how  the  injury  was  caused  is 
at  variance  with  the  apparent 
stage  of  recovery  from  die 
injury. 

There  is  a  history  of  an 
injury  that  is  incompatible 
with  the  developmental  capa¬ 
bilities  of  tiie  child.  That  is  to 
say  that  the  child  ts  sometimes 
alleged  to  have  hurt  itself  in  a 
way  that  would  be  impossible 
given  its  physical  develop¬ 
ment. 

There  is  an  inappropriate 
response  by  the  carer  to  the 
severity  of  the  injury. 

There  are  delays  in  the 


reporting,  and  therefore  the 
diagnosis,  of  the  injury. 

In  cases  of  child  battering 
there  are  characteristically 
bony  injuries  that  are  in 
various  stages  of  healing.  X~ 
rays  of  Matthew  when  finally 
admitted  as  an  emergency 
showed  that  he  Had  had  an 
earlier  fracture  of  the  wrist 
Later  tests  demonstrated  that 
he  had  also  suffered  a  previ¬ 
ous  fracture  of  the  skull  that 
predated  his  final  collapse  but 
was  likely  to  have  been  caused- 
after  his  wrist  fracture.  In  the 
judge’s  view,  it  was  Ms  final 
injury  that  exacerbated  earlier 
damage  to  his  brain  and 
caused  his  death. 

The  accepted  (pinion  is  that 
repeated  injury  is  highly  sug¬ 
gestive  of  abuse  or  inadequate 
supervision.  If  Miss  Wood¬ 
ward  was,  as  the  court  decid¬ 


ed.  responsible  for  Matthew's 
final  injury,  it  is  possible  that 
any  account  of  it  that  may  be 
sold  to  a  newspaper  will  be 
based  on  a  very  foully  memo¬ 
ry,  and  therefore  worthless. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  Miss 
Woodward  is  necessarily  ly¬ 
ing,  for  the  mind  has  curious 
ways  of  subconsciously  delet¬ 
ing  from  the  memory  events 
that  are  too  distressing  to 
contemplate. 


Ti 


|  his  attribute  accounts 
for  a  proportion  of 
those  people  who  are 
known  to  have  be¬ 
haved  badly,  unwisely  or 
criminally  and  who  are  there¬ 
after  able  to  rewrite  history 
without  in  their  view,  being  in 
any  way  dishonest 
The  accused  in  these  in¬ 
stances  are  likely  to  be  suffer¬ 


ing  from  an  hysterical  loss  of 
memory,  a  fugue,  in  which 
there  is  a  subconscious  desire 
to  forget  die  whole  episode,  a 
process  which  gives  them  the 
conviction  that  they  are  inno¬ 
cent.  This  psychological  de¬ 
vice,  entirely  subconscious, 
absolves  them  from  the  prima¬ 
ry  guilt  of  having  committed 
the  offence,  and  has  the  sec¬ 
ondary  advantage  that  it  helps 
them  to  refute  any  charges 
that  might  have  brought  with 
them  the  threat  of  retribution. 

Louise  Woodward  has  been 
found  guilty  of  manslaughter, 
and  her  evidence,  such  as  it 
was.  has  been  rejected  by  the 
jury  and  the  judge,  but  it 
shouldn’t,  therefore  be  as¬ 
sumed  that  she  is  deliberately 
lying.  It  could  be  that  she  has  a 
genuine  belief  in  her  own 
innocence. 
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HRT  reduces 
heart  disease 

THE  Imperial  Cancer  Re-, 
search  Fund's  analysis  of  51 
research  projects  throughout 
the  world  has  shown  that 
taking  hormone  replacement 
therapy  (HRT)  gives  dear 
advantages  in  reducing  death 
from  cardiovascular  disease 
and  osteoporosis. 

The  research  confirms  that 
HRT  (toes  to  a  small  extent 
increase  the  risk  of  breast 
cancer,  but  that  this  disap¬ 
pears  within  five  years  of 
discontinuing  treatment. 

The  risk  of  breast  cancer 
increases  progressively  with 
the  length  of  time  HRT  is 
taken.  The  rate  in  non-users  of 
HRT  is  45  per  L000  women, 
increasing  to  47, 51  and  57  per 
1.000  after  5.  10  or  15  years 
respectively  of  HRT  use. 

As  tiie  use  of  HRT  becomes 
more  acceptable,  so  does  the 
clamour  against  the  use  of 
those  drugs  that  are  made 
from  the  urine  of  pregnant 
mares  —  Premarin,  Prempak- 
C,  Premique  and  Premique 
Cycle.  An  appreciable  num- 


Horses  need  not  suffer 

ber  of  the  thousand^  of  foals 
that  are  the  by-product  of 
hormone  manufacture  are 
slaughtered  at  the  age  of  four 
months. 

These  four  HRT  prepara¬ 
tions  are  die  only  ones  that 
involve  the  fanning  of  mares 
in  stalls,  and  later  the  death  of 
some  of  their  foals.  Other 
HRT  preparations  can  be 
taken  with  an  easy  conscience 
by  animal-lovers. . 


Fresh  hope  for 
angina  sufferers 

I 


Yn  told  that  I  underrated 
the  misfortunes  that  re¬ 
cently  befell  Britain's  am¬ 
bassadorial  team  in  Brussels. 
The  series  of  mishaps  culmi¬ 
nated  with  Lady  Goulden, 
wife  of  the  representative  to 
Nato.  needing  urgent  coro¬ 
nary  bypass  surgery  after 
being  afflicted  by  unstable* 
angina.  As  recently  as  three 
years  ago,  some  doctors  were 
unaware  that  there  were  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  angina. 

Patients  who  have  stable.  . 
exercise-related  angina  should 
be  investigated,  but  they  are 
likely  to  avoid  serious  trouble 
for  many  years.  Unstable  an¬ 
gina  may  represent  a  much 
greater  threat  to  health,  and 
even  survival.  It  is  diagnosed 
when  patients  complain  of  a 
chest  pain  that  comes  on  at 
rest  or  after  minimal  activity. 

Unstable  angina  may  be 
caused  by  a  progressive  nar¬ 
rowing  off  the  coronary  arter¬ 
ies.  or  by  rupture  of  one  of  tiie 
atheromatous  plaques,  the 
lumps  of  fatty  material  that 
stick  to  the  inside  of  the  artery 
walL  A  rupture  of  an  athero¬ 
matous  plaque  accounts  for 
50  to  to  60  per  cent  of  the 
patients  with  unstable  angina  ■ 
admitted  to  hosphaL  It  is  an 
ominous  form  of  angina.  with 
5  per  cent  of  its  victims  dying 
within  a  week  of  the  attack, 
and  12  per  cent  within  six 
months. 

The  sudden  onset  of  unsta¬ 
ble  angina  may  be  the  first 
indication  that  a  patient  has 
coronary  arterial  disease,  or  it 
may  represent  a  worsening  in 
the  condition  in  people  who 
are  already  known  to  have 
straightforward  angina,  or 
who  have  had  a  previous  heart 
attack.  As  many  people  are 
admitted  to  hospital  with 
severe  unstable  angina  as  are 
admitted  with  a  coronary 


thrombosis.  Among  the  doc¬ 
tors  who  have  been  investigat¬ 
ing  angina  in  all  its  forms  are 
Professor  Derek  Yefim  of 
University  College.  London 
and  Dr  Kim  Fox  of  die  Royal 
Bromptan  Hospital.  London. 
They  have  shown  that  heart 
attadc.  patients  who  have  re¬ 
current  minor  bouts  of  angina 
as  a  result  of  a  narrowed 
artery  fere  better  than  those 
whose  attack,  follows  the  sud¬ 
den  fragmentation  of  a  plaque 
without  any  previous  history 
of  angina. 

This  protective  phenome¬ 
non  is  called  ischaemic  pre¬ 
conditioning.  During  the 
process  die  heart  becomes 
accustomed  to  being  deprived 
of  an  adequate  Wood  supply 
and  adjusts  to  it  with  tiie 
development  of  secondary 
smaller  arteries,  which  form  a 
natural  bypass.  When  the 
heart  attack  strikes  there  is 
less  damage  to  the  heart 
muscle,  and  less  likelihood 
that  essential  organs  are 
starved  of  oxygenated  blood. 

he  good  news  an¬ 
nounced  by  Professor 
YeUon  and  Dr  Fax  at  a 
recent^  cardiologists*  confer¬ 
ence  in  America  is  that  if 
angina  is  created  with  a  potas¬ 
sium  channel  opener,  the  tab¬ 
lets  not  only  relieve  the  pain 
but  artificially  produce 
ischaemic  preconditioning. 

Ikord  nicorandiljs  the  only 
potassium  channel  opener  li¬ 
censed  for  the  treatment  of 
angina  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  It  works  by  dilating 
large  and  small  coronary  ar¬ 
teries,  and  by  reducing  the 
heart’s  workload. 

The  hope  is  that  if  it  is  used 
to  treat  people  with  stable 
angina,  they  will  be  protected 
should  the  unstable  condition  - 
ever  supervene. 


Herpes  cases  on  increase 


TODAY'S  lovers  reassure 
themselves  that  although  geni¬ 
tal  herpes  was  a  worry  in  the 
Seventies  and  Eighties,  the 
danger  has  now  passed.  How 
wrong  they  are. 

Although  herpes  no  longer 
engenders  the  fear  it  once  did. 
U  is  not  only  still  around,  but  h 
is  more  prevalent  than  ever. 
Both  the  New  England  Jour¬ 
nal  _  of  Medicine  and  the 
British  Medical  Journal  have 
recently,  reported  on  its 
incidence. 

The  number  of  younger 
people  who  have  been  infected 
with  herpes  in  the  six  years  to 
1094  was  30  per  cent  higher 
than  it  was  between  1976  and 
1980.  Fortunately,  treatment  is . 
available  for  acute  attacks  of 
genital  herpes  or  when  neces¬ 


sary  to  keep  the  skin  pristine. 
and1  the  virus  confined  to  the 
central  nervous  system. 

In  some  cases,  particularly 
in  women,  acute  attacks  can 
be  disabling,  but  in  most 
people  the  recurrent  bouts 
rum  out  to  be  no  more  titan  an 
itchy,  tender  nuisance. 

The  anxiety  that  used  to  be 
fob  when  pregnant  woman 
developed  herpes  is  thoughtto 
be  excessive  unless  she  is 
having  a  severe  attack  at  the 
time  of  delivery. 

Five  200mg  tablets  per  day 
for  five  days  of  Zovirax 
Acidovir,  or  one  tablet  twice  a 
day  of  Valtrex  Valaridovir  for 
five  to  ten  days  can  vanquish 
an  acme  attack,  or  in  smaller 
doses  to  •  prevent  tiff 
recurrence. 


ARTS 


Dead  man 
working:  Tim 
Robbins  on  his 
new  film. 
Nothing  to  Lose. 
Pages  34-37 


The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England 

OPEN  EVENING 

5.00  -  8.00  p.m.  Tuesday  9  December  1997 

FoSowlng  the  very  successful  open  evening  held  at  The 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  in  December  1996, 
we  are  again  offering  members  of  the  public  an  opportunity 
to  visfl  the  Coflege  on  Tuesday  9  December  1997. 

The  College  will  be  open  from  5.00  pm.  After  being 
welcomed  by  the  President  Sir  Rodney  Sweetnam,  at 
6JM  pm,  a  lecture  wB  be  given  by  Mr  Bffl  Heerfd,  senior 
Vico  President,  entitled 

What  makes  a  good  sungeeri? 

Lessons  from  the  past  and  hopes  for  the  future. 
At  7.00  pm  you  wflffwve  the  opportunity  to  see  parts  of 
the  College  and  team  of  its  role  in  surgical  training. 


am|  perhaps  try,. -simulator  demonstrations  of 
laparoscopic  (keyhole)  surgery  and  visit  the  Hunterian 
Museum  and  the  library.  Refreshments  wifi  be  served 
from  7.00  pm  arid  the.evening  will  end  at  8.00  pm. 
Admission  will  be  by  ticket  only  (£10  per  pereon 
indude  muflai  wine  .and  mmee  ptes*.  You  are  advised  to 


to  The  Royal  Oofiegs  of  Surgeons  of  England)  to 
the  Department  of  External  Affairs 
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ice  of 


fashion  fame 


Its  reputation  as  a  hothouse  for  fashion  talent  is 
unnvalled.  But  now  something  disturbing  is 
happening  at  St  Martins.  Jason  Cowley  reports. 

Tr-6  guttering  rewards:  all  gemer-  going  on  at  the  flags 

general  St  Martins  ate  a  kind  of  punitive  hysteria.  British  creative  educatii 
of  Art  and  Central  St  Martins  is  the  One  student  offers  t! 
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The  fashion  faculty  of 
Central  St  Martins 

College  of  Art  and 

Design  occupies  a 

prime  location  on  Charing 

Cross  Road,  but  you  can  easily 
miss  it  amid  the  book 

superstores,  crawl  of  traffic 
and  autumn  crowds.  It  looks 
more  like  a  dilapidated  office 
block  than  home  to  arguably 
the  world’s  most  famous  fash¬ 
ion  college,  and  it  is  little  better 
inside:  the  lift-shaft  is  broken, 
walls  are  crumbling,  and  lec¬ 
ture  rooms  have  a  shabby 
desolation.  Everything  is 
covered  by  a  thin  film  of  dust 
Yet  from  this  squalid  envi¬ 
ronment  have  emerged  some 
of  the  world’s  most  influential 
designers,  style 
commentators  and 
fashion  stylise.  For¬ 
mer  students  in¬ 
clude  Alexander 
McQueen.  John 
Galliano,  head  de¬ 
signers  respectively 
of  the  French 
houses  Givenchy 
and  Dion  and 
among  recent  grad¬ 
uates  are  Antonio 
Berardi.  Hussein 
Chalayan,  Suzanne 
Clements,  Inatio 
Ribeiro  —  who  to¬ 
gether  form  the  de¬ 
sign  duo  Clements  C 

Ribeiro  —  and  Stel¬ 
la  McCartney,  head  designer 
atChloe. 

The  writer  Drusilla  Beyfus 
is  on  the  teaching  staff,  and 
Raul  Smith  and  Katharine 
Hamnett  are  guest  lecturers. 
Overseeing  everything  is  Wen¬ 
dy  Dagworthy. -recently  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  style  magazine 
ID's  list  of  the  most  influential 
people  in  British  fashion.  She 
had  her  own  cult  label  in  the 
19?0s  and  early  1980s,  and  has 
been  director  of  the  BA  fashion 
course  since  1988l 
"St  Martins  is  the  best  its 
reputation  for  excellence  is 
unrivalled  in  Europe."  says 
Katie  Grand,  fashion  editor  of 
Dosed  and  Confused  maga¬ 
zine  and  a  former  student  “Its 
success  has  less  to  do  with  the 
teaching  staff,  who  can  leave 
you  to  your  own  devices,  than 
with  the  kind  of  people  who  go 
there;  they  are  uniquely  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  career  in  fashion. 
They  know  that  a  degree  from 
St  Martins  can  be  a  passport 
to  international  renown." 

There  are  few  industries 
more  competitive  than  fash¬ 
ion.  The  endless  search  for 
originality,  the  egotism,  the 
creative  rivalry,  the  hard  focus 
on  the  body,  the  prevailing 
nastiness,  the  adulation  and 


glittering  rewards:  all  gener¬ 
ate  a  kind  of  punitive  hysteria. 
Centrai  St  Martins  is  the 
fashion  business  in  microcosm 
—  a  volatile  place,  where, 
concedes  Jane  Rapley.  Dean  of 
Fashion,  the  "strange  chemis¬ 
try"  among  the  d  ass  of  '97  has 

created  an  atmosphere  unusu¬ 
al  even  in  an  instituion  as 
creatively  fraught  as  this  one. 

As  Matthew  Williamson,  a 
recent  star  of  London  Fashion 
Week  and  a  St  Martins  gradu¬ 
ate  in  1994,  puts  it  “It’s  so 
competitive,  it  really  is  a  case 
of  sink  or  swim.  Everyone 
wants  to  be  a  star,  to  have  their 
own  line,  collections  and  cat¬ 
walk  shows.  The  high  profile 
of  the  school  and  its  star 
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Central  St  Martins:  salon  volatile 

r  names  amplifies  expectation.”  j 
On  a  slow  afternoon  the 
i  students  slouch  around  tables  .  c 
1  in  tite  refectory,  smoking  and  r 
s  drinking  coffee.  Most  resem-  t! 
Me  extras  from  the  set  of,  say,  t 

-  Mod  Max  or  Robocop:  grari-  j 

-  ty-defying  hairstyles,  pierced  “ 
:  noses,  exotic  clothes.  They  a 
1  seem  relaxed  enough,  but  e 

*  talking  to  them,  you  begin  to  e 
realise  that  something  is  serf-  ti 
ously  wrong;  that  recent  v 
i  events  at  the  school  have  left  a 
diem  confused  and  uneasy. 


For  in  the. past  year, 
one  student  set  herself 
alight  and  suffered 
appalling  injuries, 
another  nearly  starved  himself 
to  death,  while  a  third  has  left 
the  school  and  is  thought  to  be 
living  as  a  virtual  recluse  in  a 
London  suburb.  All  three  were 
second-year  students  in  their 
early  twenties.  A  fourth  stu¬ 
dent,  in  her  early  thirties,  had 
a  heart  attack  arid  had  to  leave 
the  college. 

Fashion  schools  are  notori¬ 
ously  peopled  with  selfcon¬ 
sciously  neurotic  outsiders; 
but  the  current  atmosphere  of 
self  harm  and  alienation  at  the 
school  is  something  altogether 
more  disturbing.  So,  what  is 
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going  on  at  the  flagship  of 
British  creative  education? 

One  student  offers  this  in¬ 
sight:  “St  Martins  is  one  of  the 
most  unpleasant  places  lve 
been  in.  There  is  terrible 
rivalry,  really  cutthroat. 
Things  were  so  bad  in  the  run¬ 
up  to  tite  press  show  in 
Graduate  Fashion  Week  this 
summer  that  some  teachers 
considered  hiring  body¬ 
guards,  because  they’d  re¬ 
ceived  death  threats  from 
students  whose  work  was  not 
chosen.” 

The  question  of  selection  for 
the  press  show  is  an  open 
wound  that  continues  to  fester. 
Until  this  summer  all  students 
had  the  opportunity  to  show 
their  collections  to 
fashion  journalists, 
buyers  from  the  big 
stores  and  talent 
scouts  from  the 
leading  fashion 
houses  at  a  special 
press  show  organ- 
.  ised  by  the  college 
as  part  of  Graduate 
Fashion  Week.  But 
an  inexorable  rise  in 
student  numbers 
(since  1989  the  fig¬ 
ure  has  more  than 
trebled,  to  480)  and 
a  wish  to  streamline 
the  press  show  led 
e  the  school  to  intro¬ 

duce  an  unpopular 
policy  of  selection. 

As  a  result  more  than  half 
of  all  final  year  students 
missed  out  from  showcasing 
their  work  in  the  press  show; 
they  were  left  to  display  their 
portfolios  at  the  low-profile 
"static"  exhibition  that  runs 
alongside  the  main  press 
event  Anxiety  at  being  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  press  show  is 
thought  to  have  contrib-rrid  >» 
what  even  Jane  Rapley  agrees 
are  feelings  of  hysteria. 

“The  real  problem,"  says 
one  male  student  “was  we 
were  told  about  this  change  of 
polity  in  tile  middle  of  our 
course;  we  had  joined  the 
college  thinking  everyone  was 
guaranteed  a  press  show." 

Yet  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cants  continues  to  rise:  At  St 
Martins,  which  has  four 
London  sites,  students  can 
study  anything  from  graphics 
and  fine  art  to  theatre  design 
and  sculpture.  The  fashion 
school  has  six  distinct  degree 
courses:  fashion  design  (utens- 
wear  or  women's  wear):  de¬ 
sign  whh  marketing;  fashion 
textiles,  and  fashion  journal¬ 
ism.  communications  and  pro¬ 
motion.  There  are  six 
applicants  for  every  place; 
almost  a  third  of  all  under- 
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graduates  are  from  overseas. 
Ms  Rapley  concedes  that  some 
do  have  difficulty  adjusting  to 
the  intense  competition. 

Abigail  Rayner,  who  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1996  and  works  as  a 
freelance  writer,  says:  “Whatl 
remember  most  was  the  rival¬ 
ry  and  hatred  among  the 
students.  It  was  not  uncom¬ 
mon  to.  steal  each  other's 
collections  on  the  eve  of  the 
main  graduate  shows,  and 
dump  them  in  the  bins  on 
Charing  Cross  Road." 

Jane  Rapley  talks  to  me 
candidly  of  the  “volatility  of 
the  past  12  months",  and  of  the 
"strange  chemistry"  that  exist¬ 
ed  among  the  graduates  of 
1997.  The  decision  to  introduce 
selection  at  the  press  show  was 
unpopular,  but  necessary  — 
the  event  was  becoming  too 
unwieldy  and  not  every  stu¬ 
dent’s  work  was  suited  to  a 
catwalk  performance. 

“And  if  the  students  had 
bothered  to  read  the  prospec¬ 
tus,  they  would  have  seen  that 
they  had  no  automatic  right  to 
be  in  the  fashion  show:  it  is  not 
formally  part  of  the  assess¬ 
ment  process." 

She  denies  that  staff  re¬ 
quired  bodyguards  because  of 
death  threats;  but  “as  with  all 
these  things,  there  is  a  grain  of 
truth  in  them;  security  was 
bolstered  for  the  show  but  for 
reasons  unconnected  (with  the 
dispute!"  She  says:  “I  suspect 
that  a  Jot  of  the  hysteria  is 
coming  from  a  handful  of 
students  who  weren’t  selected 
for  the  show.  What  has  to  be 
remembered  about  St  Martins 
is  that  its  pre-eminence  creates 
its  own  pressure.  Fashion 
attracts  a  competitive  animal, 
and  many  students,  excited  by 
the  media  coverage  surround¬ 
ing  the  likes  of  McQueen  and 
Galliano,  aspire  10  succeed  at 
the  glamour  end  of  it 

‘  A  11  this  creates  a 
/m  highly  charged  en- 
/■A  vironment  We  are 

X  .m.  aware  that,  in 
some  years,  this  can  get  dan¬ 
gerously  destructive.  My  staff 
are  very  conscious  of  the  need 
to  defuse  tensions.”  Each  stu¬ 
dent  has  a  personal  tutor,  and 
a  network  of  support,  from 
counsellors  to  legal  advice,  is 
available.  “Our  students  are 
young  adults,  responsible  for 
their  personal  lives.  If  they 
don’t  want  to  share  their 
problems  with  us,  we  can’t 
force  them." 

She  denies  any  causal  link 
between  the  suicide  attempts 
and  the  school,  and  points  out 
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Famous'  names  from  the 
fashion  faculty  of  Central  St 
Martins  Collect  of  Art  and 
Design.  Clockwise  from  top 
left,  joint  Galliano,  Stella 
McCartney,  Inane*  Ribeiro 
and  Suzanne. Clements. 
Matthew  Williamsim. 

Above  them,  two  of  the 
outlandish  designs  by 
students  at  lire  school, 
shown  daring  this  year  s 
l.ondon  fashion  Week 


that  the  woman  who  had  a 
heart  attack  had  a  histoiy  of 
heart  disease  before  entering 
the  school.  “1  am  aware  of  only 
one  genuine  suidde  attempt, 
the  girl  who  set  herself  on 
fire,"  Ms  Rapley  says.  “She 
will  come  back  when  she  is 
ready.  There  may  have  been 
others  I  don’t  know  about" 

What  about  the  boy  who 
stopped  eating?  “Yes,  another 
student  did  fed  very  pressured 
and  was  having  severe  prob¬ 
lems;  he  is  an  overseas  student 
and  was  struggling  to  adjust  to 
life  in  London.  He  had  a  kind 
of  breakdown.  He  is  back  with 
us  now  and  is  getting  on  well. 
As  for  the  third  studmt  —  l 
think  T  know  who  you  mean  — 
well,  he  is  a  special  case. 

“Students  carry  baggage 
from  their  post,  they  have 
personal  problems  unconnect¬ 
ed  with  St  Martins.  Many 
come  from  disparate  back¬ 
grounds  and  may  not  have  the 
support  of  a  stable  family." 

As  few  the  unfortunate  stu¬ 
dents’  peers,  they  are  entering 
their  crucial  final  year,  which 
holds  the  key  to  all  their  hopes 
and  boundless  ambition. 
“This  is  an  anxious  time.”  says 
Ms  Rapley.  “We  do  not  set  out 
to  be  destructive.  Striving  for 
excellence  is  built  into  our 
students,  and  generates  its 
own  tensions.  But  once  they 
get  back  into  their  work, 
everything  should  be  back  to 
norma]  by  Christmas." 
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ENCHANTED  FRAGRANCE 


ARPEGE  BY  LANVIN. 


* 
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Arpege  ty  Lanrin  is  a  fragrant  concerto  of  flowers.  Fruits  and  foliage. 
This  Christmas,  Lanvin  have  introduced  Sortilege  (above),  a  special 
edition  of  Arpege  15ml  perfume-filled  glass  sphere,  adorned  with  a 
delicate  golden  corolla,  excftisvely  available  from  Harnods  for  £190. 


clv^lti'0  J-riV/fl 


Would  you 
pay  to  clean 
up  politics? 

Vernon  Bogdanor  argues  for 


state  funding  of  parties 


The  Labour  Party's  deci¬ 
sion  to  return  the 
LI  million  donation  to 
Bemie  Ecclestone,  president  of 
the  Formula  One  Association, 
raises  yet  again  the  question  of 
how  our  political  parties 
should  be  funded.  The  ideal 
would  be  financing  entirely 
through  membership  subscr¬ 
iptions  and  small  donations, 
but  this  is  rarely  achieved  in 
modem  democracies. 

.  On  the  Continent,  the  State 
generally  aids  political  parties 
in  proportion  to  votes  won  or 
seats  gained.  In  North  Ameri¬ 
ca.  state  aid  is  triggered 
through  the  decisions  of  indi¬ 
viduals.  whose  donations  to 
candidates  and  parties  qualify' 
for  tax  relief  or  tax  credits. 
Ronald  Reagan's  libertarian 
principles  did  not  prevent  him 
from  aocepting  public  funding 
for  his  presidential  campaigns 
in  1980  and  1984. 

In  Britain,  by  contrast, 
much  of  The  funding  of  the  two 
major  parties  derives  from 
companies  and  trade  unions. 
A  good  deaf  of  this  is  provided 
without  securing  the  consent 
of  those  whose  money  it  is.  In 
1901  Pensions  Investment  Re¬ 
search  Consultants  surveyed 
35  companies  which  made 
political  contributions.  Only 
three  had  consulted  their 
shareholders. 

About  20  per  cent  of  trade 
unionists  usually  "contract 
out"  of  the  political  levy.  Yet,  in 
1992,  for  example,  around  53 
per  cent  of  trade  unionists 
voted  for  parties  other  titan 
Labour.  There  is,  therefore, 
good  reason  to  believe  that 
many  non-Labour  trade 
unionists  unwittingly  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  political  fund, 
whether  through  inertia  or 
ignorance. 

The  connection  between  pol¬ 
itical  donations  and  honours  is 
a  further  unsavoury  feature  of 
the  current  system.  Some  6  per 
cent  of  companies  make  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  Conservative  Par¬ 
ty.  yet,  during  the  years  of 
Conservative  Government, 
from  1979  to  1997.  50  per  cent 
of  knighthoods  and  peerages 
went  to  directors  of  companies 
making  such  donations.  It  is 
not  easy  to  explain  this  corre¬ 
lation.  Perhaps  company  do¬ 
nations  have  become  the  rich 
man's  political  levy,  with  the 
individual  trafficking  in  hon¬ 
ours  which  characterised  the 
Lloyd  George  regime  having 
been  overtaken  by  a  system  of 
bulk  purchase. 

Too  high  a  proportion  of 
political  funding  is  tarnished, 
coming  from  sources  which 
serve  sectional  interests. 
■Moreover,  the  power  of  these 
interests  is  in  conflict  with  the 
fundamental  democratic  prin¬ 
ciple  of  “one  person,  one  vote". 

Under  both  John  Smith  and 
Tony  Blair,  Labour  has  sought 
to  become  fess  reliant  on  the 
unions.  “Nobody."  Mr  Blair 
declared  in  1995.  “seriously 
believes  that  the  business  of 
rhe  Labour  Part)-  is  to  be  the 
political  arm  of  the  trade 
union  movement.”  In  1974,  the 
unions  contributed  no  less 
than  92  per  cent  of  the  party's 
central  income:  by  1U95,  how¬ 
ever,  the  unions  for  the  first 
rime  contributed  less  than  half 
nf  Its  income. The  consequence 
has  been  greater  reliance  on 
rich  donors  and  on  companies. 
Without  stare  aid  that  is 
inevitable. 

The  fundamental  argument 
against  state  aid  is  that  polit¬ 


ical  parties  are  voluntary  org¬ 
anisations.  Yet  the  State  al¬ 
ready  subsidises  the  political 
process  in  a  number  of  ways. 
Public  meeting  rooms  are 
provided  free  to  election  candi¬ 
dates,  and  election  addresses 
are  delivered  free.  Gifts  to 
parties  are  exempt  from  inher¬ 
itance  tax  and  bequests  of  up 
to  £1,000  are  exempt  from 
capital  transfer  tax.  More 
important,  broadcasters  are 
required  to  provide  party  polit¬ 
ical  broadcasts,  whose  annual 
value  is  about  £3  million  for 
each  party,  and  party  election 
broadcasts,  whose  value  is 
around  £10  million  for  each 
party. 

Since  1937  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  has  been  paid  a 
salary  out  of  public  funds, 
and,  since  1975.  state  aid  has 
been  given  to  the  Opposition 
parties.  Although  such  pay¬ 
ments  have  been  restrictra  to 
the  parties  in  Parliament,  they 
free  party  funds  to  be  spent 
outside  Parliament 

Thus,  we  already  have  an  ad 
hoc  and  unacknowledged  sys¬ 
tem  of  state  aid.  To  provide  aid 
for  the  parties  outside  Parlia¬ 
ment  would  introduce  no  new 
principle  into  our  democracy: 
it  would  merely  extend  the 
operation  of  a  principle  tiiat 
has  already  been  accepted. 

A  further  objection  to  public 
funding  is  tiiat  the  State 
should' not  be  called  upon  to 
assist  parties  in  financial  diffi¬ 
culties.  State  aid.  it  is  suggest¬ 
ed.  would  discourage  partici¬ 
pation.  making  the  parties 
over-reliant  on  public  funds 
and  more  remote  from  their 
members  and  supporters. 

Yet  state  aid  can  be  made 
conditional  upon  some 
visible  index  of  public 
support  such  as  party  mem¬ 
bership.  In  my  book.  Power 
and  rhe  People,  I  outlined  a 
scheme  by  which  party  mem¬ 
bership  subscriptions  could 
“trigger"  state  aid.  For  each 
£10  raised,  for  example,  the 
State  could  make  a  matching 
payment  of  £10-  If  a  ceiling  of 
aid  were  calculated  so  that  to 
achieve  a  maximum,  each 
party  would  have  to  secure 
membership  subscriptions 
from  one  in  twelve  of  those 
who  had  voted  for  it  in  the 
previous  general  election,  the 
total  cost  to  the  Exchequer 
would  be  less  than  E30  million 
a  year. 

The  issue  of  state  funding  is 
one  not  of  choice  versus  com¬ 
pulsion.  but  of  institutional 
versus  public  funding.  With 
public  funding,  the  parties 
would  be  less  reliant  on  insti¬ 
tutional  finance.  Companies 
making  political  donations 
could  be  required,  like  trade 
unions,  to  establish  a  separate 
political  fund,  after  a  postal 
vote  every  ten  years  by  share¬ 
holders.  Collective  sharehold¬ 
ers  such  as  pension  funds 
should  be  required  to  contract 
out.  as  should  individuals 
without  a  United  Kingdom 
address.  Other  individual 
shareholders  should  be  given 
the  option  of  contracting  out. 

With  public  binding,  the 
special  interests  would  be 
weakened  and  the  general 
interest  strengthened.  The  cost 
involved  would  be  a  small 
price  to  pay  for  strengthening 
our  democratic  system. 

The  author  is  Professor 
nf  Government  at  Oxford 
University. 


UNSTABLE  GERMAN  PROJECT  IN  NEED  OF  A  RE-THINK  . .  . 


Principle  v  pragmatism 


The  interaction  between  three 
leading  politicians.  Tony 
Blair.  Gordon  Brown  and 
William  Hague,  may  decide 
whether  Britain  ever  enters  the  single 
currency.  Each  has  a  different  point 
of  view.  Mr  Blair  is  a  pragmatic 
single-currency  supporter,  in  favour 
of  the  euro  in  principle,  but  unwilling 
to  risk  his  party's  political  future,  and 
content  with  postponing  the  decision 
until  after  the  next  election. 

“Our  own  position  will  be  judged 
on  a  hard-headed  assessment  of  the 
economic  benefits,"  is  what  he  says. 
In  fact,  his  decision  will  be  more 
political  than  economic.  Mr  Blair  is 
an  intuitive  politician  of  the  first 
rank,  but  he  will  not  find  it  easy  to 
fed  his  way  through  this  issue. 

Gordon  Brown  is  a  genuine  enthu¬ 
siast  Whether  or  not  he  recently  tried 
to  bounce  the  Prime  Minister  into  an 
early  referendum,  he  hopes  to  use  the 
process  of  preparation  to  build  a 
psychological  momentum  towards 
British  entry.  He  speaks  of  “the 
practical  steps  Government  and  in¬ 
dustry  will  need  to  take  before  a 
decision  to  join  the  single  currency". 
He  dees  not  speak,  as  Mr  Blair 
might,  of  a  decision  “whether”  to  join 
the  single  currency.  For  him,  the 
decision  has  already  been  made;  for 
Tony  Blair,  it  has  not. 

The  decision  has  been  made  in  the 
opposite  sense  by  William  Hague. 
His  policy  is  to  oppose  British  entry 
in  this  Parliament  or  the  next.  He  will 
fight  the  next  election,  and.  if  neces¬ 
sary.  tiie  referendum,  under  the 
banner  of  “no  entry".  On  Monday 
Mr  Brown  and  Mr  Hague  spoke  to 
the  CB1.  Where  Brown  concentrated 
on  the  preparations,  and  based  his 
case  for  British  entry  mainly  on  the 
secondary  issue  of  transaction  cpsts. 
Hague  discussed  the  central  econom¬ 
ic  issues.  If  this  was  a  debate,  Hague 
won  it. 

The  well  financed  pro-entry  lobby 
speaks  of  economic  convergence  as 
though  it  were  a  onoe-for-all  state  of 
grace  which,  when  achieved,  will  be 
permanent.  Mr  Hague  was  more 
realistic  “The  British  and  German 
business  cydes  are.  if  anything, 
diverging  .  .. .  Sustained  convergence 
is  not  some  theoretical  concept  that 
only  economic  professionals  need 
worry  about.  It  goes  to  the  heart  of 
whether  a  single  currency  can  work." 
Those  of  us.  such  as  Martin  Taylor  of 
Barclays  Bank,  who  are  "EMU- 
sceptic",  have  repeatedly  raised  the 
convergence  issue  without  getting 
any  convincing  answer  William 


In  the  intellectual  debate  over  the 
euro,  Blair  comes  a  poor  third 


Hague  is  righl  to  demand  one. 

He  also  raised  the  issue,  which 
may  intellectually  be  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  the  relationship  between 
exchange  rates  and  employment. 
This  is  a  central  theme  of  Maynard 
Keynes’s  best-known  book.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Theory  of  Employment,  Interest 
and  Money,  1936.  Mr  Hague  made 
Keynes's  point  that  exchange-rate 
adjustments  and  wage  costs  can 
beatme  policy  alternatives.  If  you 
cannot  devalue,  you  may  have  to 
force  wages  down.  Keynes  himself 
thought  tiiat  only  a  fasdst  state  could 
do  that. 

“Wages,"  Mr  _ 

Hague  said,  “haw 
not  fallai  since  the  T “T77Z  J 

Great  Depression.  11/  7/i 

Before  the  CBI  rTr  m 

shakes  hands  with  LJ 

the  TUC  an  a  single  iVuCO" 

currency,  you 
should  fix  them  in  — — 

the  eye  and  •  ask  * 

them  if  they  are  prepared  to  tell  their 
members  that  they  might  have  to 
accept  a  pay  cut"  Keynes  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  “the  maintenance  of  a 
stable  general  level  of  money-wages 
is  ...  tiie  roost  advisable  policy  . . . 
provided  that  equilibrium  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  can  be  secured  by 
means  of  fluctuating  exchanges". 
The  italics  are  mine.  The  single 
currency  is  a  system  of  disequilibri¬ 
um  for  Europe,  because  it  makes  this 
adjustment  impossible. 

Mr  Hague  also  questioned  wheth¬ 
er  one  can  combine  a  single  Euro¬ 
pean  currency  with  separate  national 
budgets.  "Your  companies  would 
have  to  pay  higher  taxes  so  that 
poorer  countries  can  be  protected 
from  the  effects  of  a  single  currency." 
In  this  speech  he  has  challenged  the 
Government  on  its  chosen  ground. 
He  is  not  yet  arguing  the  constitution¬ 
al  case,  which  tiie  Prime  Minister  so 
foolishly  pretends  does  nor  exist;  he  is 
arguing  the  economic  case,  which  the 
Prime  Minister  says  will  be  decisive. 

There  are  gaps  between  the  three 
men’s  intellectual  grasp  of  the  sub¬ 
ject.  If  this  week’s  CBI  speeches  on 
the  single  currency  had  to  be  put 
before  academic  examiners.  Tony 
Blair's  would  get  an  athlete's  third, 
“iU  thought-out.  under-researched, 
superficial  and  failing  to  identify  the 


Rees~Mogg 


main  issues":  Gordon  Brown's  would 
get  a  second,  “ unoriginal,  missing  the 
main  issues,  but  showing  signs  of 
work  on  secondary  issues  without 
having  any  real  sense  of  relevance"; 
William  Hague’s  would  get  a  first, 
“identifies  the  main  issues,  defines 
the  questions  which  need  to  be 
resolved,  shows  substantial  under¬ 
standing  of  economic  theory,  well 
focused”. 

Of  course,  elitists  will  say  that  this 
intellectual  argument  does  not  mat¬ 
ter,  because  the  people  are  too  stupid 
to  decide  their  own  future.  Herr 
Bemd  Pischetsrieder.  the  chairman 
*  •  of  BMW,-  told  tiie 
CBI:  "You  •  can't 
’  . -  ■  have  a  public  opiiF- 

IV7777  ion  poll  on  whether 

1ST  *  monetary  union  is 

XAfifTfT  good  or  bad."  He  is 

mistaken.  The  Brit- 
Ou  ish  people  have  a 

—  long  history  of  get¬ 

ting  things  right 
popular  judgment  is  often  sounder  as 
well  as  stronger  than  that  of  tiie  elite. 
The  Government  cannot  assume  that 
people  will  be  too  thick  to  notice  if 
ministers  continue  to  produce  feeble 
answers  to  William  Hague’s  good 
questions.  The  general  public  know 
that  this  is  an  issue  of  national 
survival,  even  if  ministers  do  not 

Mr  Hague’s  political  decisiveness 
is  encouraging.  When  Margaret 
Thatcher  became  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  she  had  to  face  tiie  fact 
that  she  was  in  a  minority  in  her  own 
Shadow  Cabinet  It  was  not  until 
198 1,  when  she  had  been  leader  for  six 
years,  that  she  achieved  a  marginally 
Thatcherite  Cabinet;  even  then  she 
still  had  "Wets"  in  key  ministries.  Mr 
Hague  saw  the  failure  of  John 
Major’s  European  compromise,  and 
has  immediately  moved  to  a  coherent 
EMU-sceptic  policy.  The  Conserva¬ 
tive  opposition  to  his  policy  survives 
only  outside  the  Shadow  Cabinet:  if 
consists  largely  of  retired  former 
ministers  from  earlier  periods. 
Hague’s  has  been  the  toughest  and 
quickest  reconstruction  of  the  Tory 
party  since  1940,  and  he  has  largely 
united  tiie  party  behind  it. 

Quite  a  number  of  redundant 
elders  of  the  party  naturally  resent  so 
rapid  a  termination  of  their  political 
careers.  Yet  tiie  policy  itself  is  popular 


Lobbyists  for  the  euro  daim 
that  British  entry  is  inevita¬ 
ble,  that  the  euro  will  be  a 
success,  and  that  the  only 
pity  is  tiiat  we  shall  not  be  joining  at 
the  beginning.  This  argument  of 
historical  inevitability  is  always  a 
bad  one,  and  in  this  case  it  is 
particularly  weak.  No  doubt  Britain 
may  decide  to  join  if  the  economic 
climate  of  the  next  five  years  proves 
unexpectedly  benign  and  stable.  Yet 
no  one  knows  what  the  British 
economy  will  be  like  between  now 
and  2002;  I  rather  expect  it  will  go 
through  one  of  Tim  Congdon'S  “sour 
spots".  It  is  presumptuous  to  forecast 
the  outcome  of  a  possible  referendum 
in  2302,  but  we  can  already  see  how 
the  battle  is  shaping. - 
Economic  and  monetary  union  is 
an  issue  on  which  marry  people  .  as 
well  as  Gordon  Brown,  hold  passion¬ 
ate  views.  That  is  reasonable  enough. 
It  affects  our  whole  national  future, 
jobs,  wages,  taxes  and.  above  all.  the 
independence  of  Britain. 

There  is  a  parallel  with  the  politics 
of  1940.  Then,  as  Andrew  Robots  has 
written,  the  old  Chamber! ainite  loyal¬ 
ists  resented  Winston  Churchill 
because  he  had  replaced  their  man.  It 
was  the  people  who  believed  in  him. 
When  the  independence  of  Britain  is 
at  stake,  it  is  the  people  we  should 
trust  So  far  as  I  can  see.  William 
Hague  does  trust  them,  and  I  believe 
they  will  come  to  trust  him. 


Berlin  wall 

THEY  were  colossi  in  British  academia  and  both  were  internationally 
renowned  for  their  scholarship.  But  while  A.L  Rowse.  who  died  last 
month,  received  virtually  no  official  recognition  for  his  work.  Sir  Isaiah 
Berlin  departed  last  week  laden  with  honours.  Observers  have  liked  to 
blame  the  humiliation  on  Bowse's  irritability  when  compared  with  Sir 
Isaiah's  warmth.  But  now  l  have  leami  the  real  reason:  the  Tudor 
historian  fell  foul  of  the  Maecenas  men,  a  secretive  and  influential 
committee  which  advises  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  about  which  men  of 
letters  should  receive  a  gong. 

The  group,  named  after  C 
Cilnius  "Maecenas,  the  Roman 
patron  of  Virgil  and  Horace, 
included  none  other  than  Sir 
Isaiah,  who  for  decades  conducted 
a  feud  with  Rowse.  The  trigger  is 
long  forgotten,  but  essentially  it 
was  a  personality  dash. 

It  prevented  Rowse  from  bang 
appointed  anything  until  he  was  Romans  at  thought 

virtually  on  his  deathbed,  aged  93 

—  and  that  a  “mere"  Companion  •  NOW  we  have  discovered  that 
of  Honour.  By  contrast,  the  Latvj-  Labour  is  as  crooked  as  the  Tories, 
an-bom  philosopher  was  appoint-  ministers  are  growing  nervous.  A 
ed  CBE  in  1946,  knighted  in  1957  charity  auction  at  the  VISA  on 
and  admitted  to  the  Order  of  Merit  Tuesday  (chaired,  yet  again,  by 
in  1971,  which  led  to  him  becoming  Lord  Archer  of  Weston-super- 
its  senior  nort-royal  Maecenas's  Mare \  for  Mencap  was  attended 
generosity  ensured  that  two  mil-  by  Paul  Boateng,  the  Health 
lennia  later  we  can  still  enjoy  the  Minister.  Prise  lot:  a  day  at 
best  classical  writers.  It  is  a  pity.  Silverstone  to  watch  Formula  One 
but  also  rather  inevitable,  that  his  as  guest  of  Ferrari  ( raising  £6 000). 
name  has  become  linked  to  in  tel-  “f  don't  think  in  the  present 
lectual  rivalry.  arcumsta/ices  it  would  be  wise  for 
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me  ro  bid,"  suggested  Mr  Boateng. 
The  kid  should  go  far. 

Peer  pressure 

TRUANCY  news.  The  speakers' 
list  in  the  Upper  House  ends  with  a 
rather  surly  note  which  “once 
again"  reminds  peers  that  they 
should  not  sneak  out  of  debates  in 
which  they  have  spoken.  “A  lord 
who  leaves  early  cannot  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  answered  by  the  Minis¬ 
ter."  it  huffs.  I  hope  this  is  nor 
inspired  by  the  venerable  Lord 
S carman,  who  last  week  scuttled 
away  from  a  debate  pleading 
“pressing  business".  Quite  how  he 
was  pressed,  conducting  what 
business,  he  failed  to  explain. 

•  Bruised  egos.  Chris  de  Burgh, 
an  Irish  entertainer,  is  claiming 
that  he  mas  to  team  up  with  Elton 


John  for  his  song.  Candle  in  the 
Wind.  “ Our  managements  spoke." 
he  says.  “ But  it  would  have  turned 
into  a  competition,  and  that  would 
have  been  a  mistake."  Who  for ? 

Money  talks 

HOW  well  aid  money  is  spent 
George  Foulkes.  having  dolled  out 
£41  million  to  Montserrat  has  dis¬ 
covered  chat  some  of  the  money  is 
ending  up  in  the  big  pockets  of  a 
London  PR  outfit  Profile  Corpo¬ 
rate  Communications  has  been 
helping  the  Montserrat  Govern¬ 
ment  to  lobby  for  more  dosh. 

“We  keep  our  eye  on  what  is 
going  chi  at  Westminster  for  them." 
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says  a  PR  flunky.  Profile  groomed 
the  Chief  Minister,  David  Brandt 
when  he  came  begging  and  is  still 
lobbying  for  more  help.  Ministers 
at  International  Development  are 
losing  sympathy:  “It  is  a  bit  much. 
We  can  think  of  better  things  to 
spend  the  money  on." 

•  BRAVE  behaviour.  Bob  Mar¬ 
shal  l-Andrews.  the  Labour  MP. 
has  bombarded  Peter  ''Dome 
Head "  Mandelson.  with  " unhelp¬ 
ful "  written  questions  about  the 
Millennium  Experience.  MA  says 
Mandelson’s  answers  are  “ totally 
inadequate",  remarking:  “ While  I 
may  not  be  a  very  good  QC.  /  know 
when  a  question  has  not  been  an¬ 
swered."  He  has  now  tabled  a 
Commons  motion,  demanding  de¬ 
tails  of  the  accounts.  Several  new 
MPs  have  made  their  first  rebel¬ 
lious  foray  by  signing  the  motion. 
Good  luck:  Peter  makes  a  good, 
friend  but  a  dangerous  enemy. 


Uneasy  Ryder 

THE  fulsome  charms  of  Winona 
Ryder  have  worn  off  on  her  pro¬ 
ducers.  Ms  Ryder,  star  of  minor 
Hicks  like  The  Crucible,  had  been 
lined  up  to  play  Veronica  Guerin, 
the  Irish  journalist  murdered  after’ 
she  probed  a  little  too  deeply  into 
the  murky  underbelly  oF  Dublin. 
No  more.  Since  the  reporter's 


Loser:  Winona 


death,  the  film  wBl  address  Veroni¬ 
ca  Guerin's  life  in  earthier  style. 
And  producers  are  worried  about 
the  actress^,  a,  “range".  Peter 
Newxnan.  executive.,  producer,  is. 
subdued:  “The  script  rewrites  were 
not  in  keeping  with  Ryder’s  version . 
of  the  role."  - 

Jasper  Gerard 


in  the  party,  and  appeals  to  a  section 
of  die  electorate  which  did  not  vote 
Conservative  at  the  general  election. 
Those  who  do  not  want  to  join  the 
single  currency  now  have  a  leader 
they  can  follow  with  confidence. 
Weak  and  inarticulate  leaders  are  not 
mlich  use:  on  tiie  European  issue, 
Hague  is  articulate  and  strong. 

The  Labour  Party  may  seem-to  be 
united,  but  Tony  Blair  may  find -his 
Cabinet  hand  to  hold  together.  The 
relationship  between  a  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  and  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequo- 
is  usually  rather  tense,  unless  the 
Chancellor  is  weak  and  subordinate. 
Gordon  Brown  is  not  that  For  him 
the  European  issue  is  an  emotional 
one,  but  it  is  a  pragmatic  one  for  the 
Prime  Minister.  From  now  on  every 
euro  policy  will  have  to  be  negotiated 
between  -  Browns  principle  and 
•  BlaiTs  pragmatism:  :the  two.  men  ■ 
are  temperamentally  far  apart, 
and  Gordon  Brown  sees  Toity  Blair 
as  his  successful  but  rather 
undeserving  rival  for  Downing 
.  StreeL 


M^gnus  Lmklater 
on  the  dilemma  of 
our  museums 

Autumn  in  Venice,  and  it  is  still 
shuffling  room  only  to  St 
Marks  Cathedral-  The  rac¬ 
ists  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
gazing  at  the  mosaics,  and  those 
astonishing  gilded  domes,  before 
swilling  out  again  into  the  sunngnt. 
Nearly  five  rafllian  tourists  come  here 

every  year,  and  most  of  them,  at  sots® 

point,  step  inside  this  “treasure  heap 
of  gold",  as  Ruskin  called  it  They  do 
so  for  free. 

A  gondola  ride  away,  up  the  Grand 

Canal,  the  Aocadetnia,  one  of  the 
world’s  great  galleries,  bristling  with 
Titians.  Bellinis,  and  Tintorettos, 
ranks  almost  as  high  on  the  essential 
list  It  draws,  however,  fewer  than 
400,000  people,  8  per  cent  of  the 
annual  total;  if  charges  an  entrance 
fee  —  just  12.000  lire,  or  about  £4. 
Enough,  however,  to  persuade  the 
•  casual  tourist  to  glide  on  past 
That  in  crude  terms,  is  tiie 
dilemma  faring  museums  in  Britain 
as  they  contemplate  the  near-inevita¬ 
bility  of  introducing  entry  fees. 
Charging,  it  seems,  does  put  people 
off.  Why  does  Glasgow's  Krivingrowe 
Museum  (free  —  more  than  one 
million  visitors  a  year)  attract  nearly 
twice  as  many  people  as  the  rather 
more  famous  Prado  in  Madrid  (fewer 
than  600,000)?  Why  have  annual 
visitor  numbers  at  the  British  Muse¬ 
um  (still  free)  grown  from  3.8  to  6.8 
million  in  ten  years,  while  the 
Natural  History  Museum  is  down 
from  3.2  miDion  id  IB?  Statistics  such 
as  these  fly  in  tiie  face  of  a  survey  this 
week  from  Glasgow  Caledonian 
University  and  the  Central  Office  of 


price  was  not  a  serious  factor  in 
putting  off  prospective  visitors. 

The  report  came  amid  much  hand- 
wringing1  from  tiie  museum  world, 
meeting  in  London  on  Tuesday.  Hie 
Government  has  shifted  its  position, 
with  tiie  Arts  Minister  Mark  Fisher 
badting  away  from- the  principle  of 
free  admission,  and  urging  museums 
to  behave  like  Marks  &  Spencer  or 
Harvey  Nichols.  Some  directors, 
such  as  Alan  Borg  of  the  Victoria  and 
Albert  have  positively  embraced  the 
idea  of  charging,  suggesting  that  free 
entry  amountsio  providing  a  subsidy 
for  the  middle  classes.  But  most  still 
•shrink  from  iL- ' 

■*;  They  do  so  for  reasons  that  arepart 
emotional,  part  commercial.  The 
emotional  argument  goes  bade  to  tiie 
origins  of  museums  themselves, 
those  Victorian  engines  of  soda! 
improvement,  whose  doors  were 
open  to  all  and  which  welcomed 
everyone  from  tiie  expert  researcher 
to  “the  curious  and  those  seeking 
shelter  from  the  rain".  Imposing 
charges  is  bound  toputoff  those  least 
able  to  afford  them. 

The  commercial  argument  is  one 
tiiat  has  to  be  confronted  by  any 
museum  with  dedining  resources 
and  a  grant  which  has  been  cut  in 
read  terms  by  as  much  as  20  per  cent 
in  less  than  four  years.  Next  January 
the  Royal  Museum  in  Edinburgh  wfli 
impose  a  £3  adult  charge  for  the  first 
time  in  its  history.  Its  director,  Mark 
Jones,  knows  that  attendance  will 
decline  initially  by  between  20  and  30 
per  cent.  Some  people  will  simply 
stop  coming. 

But  he  knows,  too,  that  this  win 
impose  certain  changes  —  and  they 
may  not  necessarily  be  for  the  worse. 
Used  intelligently,  the  income  from 
admission  charges  can  help  to  im¬ 
prove  tiie  way  a  museum  presents 
itself  to  tiie  world.  The  Royal  Muse¬ 
um  in  Edinburgh  will  net  an  addi¬ 
tional  £700,000  a  year,  and,  mare 
importantly,  will  be  able  to  reclaim 
more  than  £1  million  in  VAT.  This 
will  help  to  faring  exhibits  out  of  stock 
and  improve  access  for  the  young 
through  greater  use  of  interactive 
technology  —  the  modem  version  of 
those  push-button  steam  engines  in 
tire  Science  Museum. 


Heavily  discounted  annual 
tickets  can  encourage  regu¬ 
lar  visits.  One  detailed  sur¬ 
vey  in  Ireland  suggests  that  as  many 
as  a  third  of  all  visitors  to  national 
museums  never  even  look  at  an 
exhibit  They  use  them  as  rendez¬ 
vous.. to  shelter’ from  tire,  weather  or 
as  a  convenient  cafe.  Charging  fees,  it 
concluded,  would  encourage  “quali¬ 
ty"  visits, .  -  with  more  people 
spending  time  actually  looking  at  the 
displays. 

There  are  encouraging  trends.  At 
one  extreme,  tiie  Louvre  in  Paris, 
with  its  massivE  refurbishment,  has 
greatly  increased  its  attendance  fig¬ 
ures.  At  tiie  other,  visitor  numbers  at 
the  Museum  of  Flight  in  Scotland 
slumped  from  40,000  lb  28JXX)  after 
introducing  charges,  then  climbed  to 
50,000  because  of  a  complete  over¬ 
haul  by  an  energetic  new  director. 
The  truth  about  the  Accademia  in 
Venice  may  be  less  about  ticket 
charges  than  its  forbidding  exterior, 
the  dim  way  it  displays  its  treasures, 
perhaps  even  its  daunting  Tome. 

No  one  doubts  tiiat  something 
precious  is  lost  when  a  great  museum 

tells  the  world  it  is  no  longer  open  to 
ail  and  free  at  the  point  of  access.  Mr 

Fisher's  injunction  that  museums 
should  be  more  like  Marks  &  Spencer 
miss^  the  fundamental  point  that 
they  are  cultural  assets,  not  grocer’s 
shops.  But  if  theSrate  is  now  to  back 
away  from  support,  it  need  not  be  tire 
end  trf  civilisation  as  we  know  it  The 
future  fw  museums  may  be  harsher, 
more  materialistic,  and  certainly 
more  expensive.  But  it  need  not 
necessarily  be  worse!  ) 
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TARGET  IRAQ’S  ARSENAL 


Saddam  keeps  killer  chemicals  because  be 


wants  to  use  them 
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^  United 
Z  *?  111051  serious  since  it  was 
sSm°H„c°f  -K,?wait  >  1991-  President 

Sadtfam  Hussem  is  not  just  testing  the  bars 

°1  2SKP*1, windows  ^ this  time^hl is  trying 

^  l?e  freedom 

JVE  freedon  to  rebuild  his  chemical. 
tuotogja1  and  nuclear  capability,  weaponry 
forbidden  to  Iraq  both  under  miemaiiS 
Jf w  and,  explicitly,  under  the  terms  of  the 
scanty  Council  ceasefire  resolution.  His 
challenge  is  to  the  Security  Council’s  auth¬ 
ority  to  ensure  that  he  does  not  do  so 
.  Saddam  acted  at  the  first  sign  of  disunity 
m  the  council.  Iraq  has  persistently  ob¬ 
structed  the  vital  work  of  Unscom.  the  UN 
inspectorate  charged  with  destroying  Iraq’s 
illegal  arsenals  and  preventing  it  from 
rebuilding  them.  This  time;  Saddam  has 
halted  its  work  altogether,  by  preventing 
American  members  of  the  UN  tP«n  from 
conducting  inspections  and  threatening  to 
bar  them  from  the  country.  There  could  be 
no  dearer,  or  more  important,  violation  of 
the  1991  ceasefire  resolutions  —  and  no 
dearer  threat  to  peace. 

Every  member  of  the  council  has  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  gravity  of  this  challenge;  all 
including  Russia,  China  and  Ranee,  say 
that  on  this  issue,  there  can  be  no 
compromise.  None  can  be  in  doubt  about  the 
urgency  of  resuming  Unscam’s  work.  They 
know  i  from  Unscom’S  Australian  head, 
Richard  Butier,  that  since  Iraq  blocked  die 
inspectors,  h  has  hidden  or  moved  equip¬ 
ment  and  incriminating  evidence  —  indud- 
ing  two  fermenters  capable  of  producing  a 
biological  weapon  within  a  week. 

Yet  disunity  persists  and  even  deepens. 
The  Security  Council  cannot  agree  to  find 
Iraq  in  “material  breach”  of  its  obligations 
under  the'  ceasefire  because  that  would 
automatically  lay  Iraq  open  to  military 
action.  The  latest  resolution  on  the  council 
table  does  not  even  repeat  die  wanting  of 
“serious  consequences”  it  issued  last  month 
when  this  confrontation  began. 

Preserving  council  unity,  as  America  and 
Britain  have  sought  to  do,  is  important;  but 
not  at  the  price  of  paralysis.  Hie  means 
matter  less  than,  the  end,  which  is  and 


always  has  been  to  deprive  a  regime,  which 
holds  international  law  in  contempt,  of  the 
capacity  to  menace  peace  and  security. 
Saddam’s  latest  act  of  defiance  underlines 
his  determination  to  retain  it 

Sane  of  the  post-GuIf  - assumptions  of 
Western  polity  need  to  be  rethought. 
Governments  which  argued  that  Saddam's 
main  aim,  beyond  staying  in  power,  was  to 
obtain  the  lifting  of  international  sanctions 
and  resume  exports  of  Iraqi  oil  have- been 
proved  wrong.  Saddam  has  known  since 
3991  that  whatever  Washington’s  pref¬ 
erences.  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
keep  UN  sanctions  in  place  once  Unscom 
was  able  to  certify  that  Iraq’s  outlawed 
weapons  had  been  destroyed  and  that  the 
UN  had  in  place  effective  monitoring 
systems  against  their  future  production.  By 
obstructing  Unscam’S  work,  he  has  already 
forfeited  more  than  $100  billion  in  oil  sales. 
By  stopping  it,  he  has  made  certain  that  the 
sanctions  will  continue.  The  only  logical 
condusioh  is  that  die  inspectors  were  getting 
dose  to  what  he  most  wanted  to  hide.  And  if 
his  priority  is  protecting  these  military 
secrets,  that  can  only  be  because  be  has  not 
abandoned  his  aggressive  ambitions. 

Both  America  and  Britain  would  prefer 
not  to  resort  to  military  nrtfrwi,  particularly 
when  this  has  the  backing  neither  of  France 
or  Russia,  nor  of  important  allies  in  the 
Middle  East  But  all  that  the  past  fortnight’s 
diplomacy  has  constructed  is  a  grandstand 
for  Iraq  to  trumpet  that  it  retains  the  power 
to  hold  the  world  to  ransom. 

Military  strikes  will  not  topple  Saddam, 
who  will  milk  them  for  propaganda.  But  if 
they  destroyed  even  part  of  his  store  of  VX 
nerve  agents,  of  the  hundreds  of  tons  of 
precursor  agents  that  remain  unaccounted 
for  and  of  military  and  intelligence  installa¬ 
tions  that  he  has  prevented  Unscom  from 
scouring,  military  action  would  do  same  of 
Unscam'S  work  for  it  Saddam  can  be  left 
with  only  two  choices:  to  co-operate  with  the 
UN  in  foe  destruction  of  his  illegal  weapons 
capability,  or  see  it  disabled  by  other  means. 
Military  strikes  with  that  purpose  in  mind 
would  not  be  token  gestures;  they  should 
not  in  advance,  he  dismissed  as  ineffective. 


LOCAL  SCANDAL 


Take  early  retirement  and  defraud  the  taxpayer 


life  is  so  stressful  in  local  government  these 
days.  Erst  you  have  the  trouble  of  persuad¬ 
ing  your  GP  to  sign  you  off  for  early’ 
retirement  on  the  ground  of  21-health.  Then, 
having  won  a  full  pension  for  the  medical 
condition  erf  merely  being  in  your  50s,  you 
have  the  strain  of  teappyling  for  a  con¬ 
sultancy  with  your  old  employer.  Finally, 
there  is  the  pain  of  watching  younger 
employees  paying  more  into  foe  pension 
fund  or  of  seeing  schools,  roads  and  libraries 
deteriorate  for  lack  of  cash. 

This  is  no  joke.  A  report  on  early 
retirement  in  local  government  published  by 
the  Audit  Commission  today  uncovers  a 
scandal  that  deserves  to  lei  loose  a  taxpayer  - 
revolt  Over  just  five  years,  the  cost  of 
allowing  workers  to  retire  early  amounts  to 
a  staggering  £5.7  billion,  enough  to  dear  the 
capital  repairs  backlog  of  every  school  in 
England  and  Wales  and  mend  all  the  roads 
that  are  maintained  by  local  authorities. 

Only  21  per  cent  of  local  government 
workers  now  retire  at  60,  the  official  age.  In 
some  councils,  the  figure  is  less  than  10  per 
cent  Of  those  who  retire  early,  over  half  do 
so  for  reasons  of  UHiealth.  Yet  people  are 
living  longer,  healthier  lives.  And  the 
variation  between  councils  confirms  that 
sickness  must  be  little  more  than  an  excuse. 
In  some  authorities,  around  70  per  cent  of 
retirements  are  ostensibly  on  health 
grounds;  in  others,  the  figure  is  less  than  20 
per  cent  in  line  with  the  private  sector. 

Fbr  a  small  short-term  gain,  local  authori- . 
ties  are  condemning  themselves  to  serious 
long-term  pain.  The  volume  erf  early  retire¬ 
ment,  says  the  Audit  Commission.  “Mils  into 
question  the  long-term  sustainability”  of  foe 
fryaj  government  pension  fund.  Authorities 
“are  mortgaging  foe  future”.  A  scheme  that 
was  designed  on  the  assumption  that 
employees  would  work  for  40  years  and 


retire  for  20  is  now  facing  a  ratio  of  nearer 
3030,  “placing  great  strain  on  funds”. 

.  How  has  this  been  allowed,  to  happen? 
Councils  started  to  use  early  retirement  as  a 
way  of  thinning  staff  without  encountering 
union  resistance.  Overall  employment  has 
fallen  by  8  per  cent  over  the  past  decade.  But 
early  retirement  has  become  to  be  seen  as  an 
expectation  rather  than  an  exception.  The 
number  of  non-manual  jobs  has  actually 
risen  by  around  15  per  cent,  yet  it  is  among 
these  Tfoitecollar  staff  that  most  of  the  early 
retiremoit  has  been  seen. 

What  makes  it  worse  is  that  authorities  do 
not  penalise  their  staff  for  retiring  early, 
quite  tite  reverse.  Most  private  sector  com¬ 
panies  pay  their  early  retiring  employees 
smaller  pensions  to  reflect  the  cost  of  paying 
out  for  more  years.  But  local  councils  pay 
just  as  much  as  they  would  have  done  at  60 
and,  what  is  more,  foey  increase  the  number 
of  years  on  which  foe  employees’  pension  is 
technically  based.  This  hugely  compounds 
the  expense.  If  a  private  company  were  to 
allow  such  inroads  to  be  made  into  its 
pension  fond,  particularly  on  spurious 
medical  grounds,  the  directors  would  be 
sacked.  There  is  no  excuse  for  such  negligent 
stewardship.  The  scandal  is  all  the  more 
serious  when  public  money  is  involved. 

Something  has  to  be  done  to  change  the 
culture.  Early  retirement  should  be  seen  as  a 
last  not  a  first  resort  If  council  workers 
find  their  jobs  -stressful,  they  should  be  given 
less  stressful  work,  not  put  out  to  grass. 
Where  it  cannot  be  avoided,  councillors 
should  insist  an  bang  involved  in  foe 
decision.  Already  authorities  are  going  to 
have  to  divert  money  from  public  services  to 
make  up  the  shortfall  in forir  pension  funds. 
Voters  ought  to  take  a  dim  view  of  the  story 
so  far.  Councilors  who  ignore  this  report 
deserve  wholesale  gectian  from  office. 


MUSICAL  WINE  BARS 


Drink  to  the  girl  at  the  checkout  counter  only  with  thine  ears 


As  our  Science  Editor  reports  today, 
shoppers  in  supermarkets  sexn  to  be 
influenced  in  their  choice  of  wmes  by  foe 
music  played  in  the  aisles.  RoDickmg 
German  BierkeUer  music  overcomes  native 
British  resistance  to  unpronoim^able  for- 
agn  names  such  as  liebfraumflch.  Sales  of 
German  wines  soar  and  crates  of  Blue  Nun 

hit  foe  troDeys  fester  than  from  any  ferny 
new  advertising  campaign.  When  foe  trol- 

.  . . .  _  _  nf  nlatntrvp  Parisian 


new  advertising  campaign.  When  me  troh 
levs  clatter  to  foe  sound  of  plaintive  Parisian 
Sordion  music,  foe  tunes  sung  by  Maunce 
rhwalier  and  Edith  Piaf.  empty  are  the  _ 


accordion  musit,  cue  mw*  -  • 

Chevalier  and  Edith  Kaf,  mp if  ** 
shelves  of  ftench  chateau  Jfus  mdjhat 
The  music  research  group  of  tlM  psychology 
department  at  Lekesttr  University  am- 
chides  that  national  music  triggers 
“superordinate  knowledge  structmes'’. 

V^ere  goes  the  next  step  for  the-subhm- 
faal  salesmen  and  .  his  programming  of 
mual  Airlines  already  play  insipid  tunes  al 
tending  and  takeoff  to  reassure  pasren^s 
flSttflwy  are  safe  in  a  femiharmcom.  Ufis 
Sav  Muzak  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of  dose 
S>nmHy  to  strangers  without  talking. 
Speeds  already  brand,  products 
SSStTwith  tunes.  Camma:  Burana; 


signals  pungent  after-shave.  Air  an  a  G 
String  sounds  a  popular  cigar. 

But  if  music  can  influence  the  choice  of 
shoppers  as  precisely  as  this  new  research 
suggests,  supermarkets  are  going  to  become 
variety  halls.  The  Beach  Beys  can  steer  the 
punters  to  Californian  wines,  Rolf  Harris 
with  didgeridoo  and  wobble-board  wfll 
market  Australian  ebardonnay,  and  Boris 
Christoff,  the  basso  profundissimo,  will 
promote  the  Bulgarian  brand  of  Bull’s  Blood 
with  foe  darkest  aria  from  Boris  Godunov. 

There  is  no  reason  why  fins  subliminal 
product  promotion  should  stop  at  wine,  even 
though  wine  and  music  are  traditional  com¬ 
panions.  Verdi  shall  puff  pasta.  Chopin's 
Dog  Valse,  representing  George  Sand's  dog 
running  round  and  round  after  its  own  tail, 
might  do  wonders  for  the  pet  food  shelves. 
And  How  Much  Is  Thai  Doggy  In  The 
Window#  might  do  better  stflL  The  Anvil 
Chorus  for  something  in  do-it-yourself?  The 
theme  of  EastEnders  for  soap  powders. 

But  the  proof  of  the  musical  bargain  will 
be  in  the  drinking.  It  may  take  more  than 
Rule  Britannia  or  The  Dream  of  Gerontius 
to  fill  trolleys  with  English  wine. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Dilemmas  faced 
in  party  funding 


From  Mr  Smart  Barrow 


Yours  faithfully, 

STUART  BARROW 
(Senior  Research  Economist}, 
Adam  Smith  Institute, 

23  Great  Smite  Street  SW1. 
November  12. 


From  Mr  Andrew  Turner 


Sir,  The  Labour  Party's  embarrass¬ 
ment  over  Bemie  Ecclestone’s  £1  mil- 
Bon  (reports.  November  8, 11. 12)  is  no 
argument  for  funding  of  political 
parties  by  the  taxpayer.  Some  dona¬ 
tions  may.  of  course,  dry  up  2  they  are 
shown  not  to  buy  influence.  Far  more 
will  cease  if  giving  carries  with  it 
public  imputation  of  corrupt  intent 

The  public  naming  of  donors  to 
political  parties  does  not  ensure  their 
even-handed  treatment  by  decision¬ 
makers.  More  likely  they  will  bend 
over  backwards  to  be  shown  to  be  fair. 
The  use  of  a  blind  trust  ensuring  that 
ministers  never  know  who  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  cause  or  why.  provides  a 
vehicle  for  continued  giving  to  sup¬ 
port  policies  with  which  one  agrees  — 
but  not  to  purchase  changes  which 
one  craves. 

A  single  blind  trust  with  trustees 
nominated  by  all  parties,  could  chan¬ 
nel  funds  to  the  parties  of  the  donors' 
choice  while  protecting  party  leaders 
from  knowledge  which  might  afreet 
their  decisions. 


Yours  faithfully, 

ANDREW  TURNER, 

Isle  of  Wight  Conservative 
Association, 

58  The  Mall.  Carisbrooke  Road, 
Newport  Isle  of  Wight. 
November  12 


From  Mr  John  E.  Strafford 


Sir.  Your  leading  article  of  November 
11.  "Party  prix”,  is  right  to  point  out 
that  “the  difference  between  £5.000 
and  £8-10  million  is  critical”  In  my 
evidence  to  the  Home  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  an  the  funding  of  political 
parties  in  1993  I  stated  that  there  is 
dearly  a  level  at  which  financial 
support  for  a  political  party  becomes 
influential.  A  limit  should  be  set  (say 
£100.000)  and  should  not  be  allowed 
to  be  exceeded. 

To  offset  the  possible  loss  of  income 
to  the  parties,  tax  relief  on  member¬ 
ship  subscriptions  should  be  intro¬ 
duced.  Relief  set  at,  say,  £30  would 
encourage  members  to  increase  their 
subscriptions;  in  tee  case  of  the 
Labour  and  Conservative  Parties  each 
could  increase  their  income  by  £5 
million  i*er  annum  if  their  average 
subscription  amounted  to  the  £30  on 
which  relief  was  given. 

A  necessary  condition  would  be  that 
the  parties  were  democratically  ac¬ 
countable  to  their  members,  so  that 
the  members  could  ensure  tear  mon¬ 
eys  raised  were  properly  spent. 

A  side  effect  would  be  that  the 
parties  would  put  mare  emphasis  on 
increasing  their  membership.  That 
must  be  good  for  democracy. 


Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  E.  STRAFFORD 
(Chairman.  Campaign  for 
Conservative  Party  Democracy}, 
Ferama, 

Fulmer  Road, 

Gerrards  Cross,  Buckinghamshire. 
November  11. 


Choc  horror 


From  Dr  Oliver  Impey 

Sir.  As  ft  was  an  Englishman.  Sir 
Hans  Sloane  (1660-1753),  who  in¬ 
vented  and  named  milk  chocolate, 
surely  we  should  continue  to  call  it 
that  (letters,  November  3,  7. 11)?  (See 
Arthur  MacGregor  (ed.).  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  Collector,  Scientist,  Anti¬ 
quary;  Founding  Father  of  the  British 
Museum.  British  Museum  Press, 
1994,  pp.  IS.  16.) 


Yours  faithfully. 

OLIVER  IMPEY. . 
Department  of  Eastern  Art. 
Ashmolean  Museum.  Oxford. 
November  11. 


1  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Aid  as  a  means  to  eliminate  poverty  Better  for  the  law 


Sir,  As  you  rightly  suggest  today  in 
your  leading  article,  "A  price  on 
politics”,  calls  for  state-funded  pol¬ 
itical  parties  are  misguided.  Countries 
such  as  Italy,  where  public  money  has 

been  used  to  fund  parties,  are  not 
exactly  obvious  examples  erf  corrup¬ 
tion-free  political  systems. 

Indeed,  an  Italian  referendum 
ditched  the  funding  system  in  1993.  A 
subsequent  attempt  to  bring  back 
funding  in  the  form  of  a  voluntary 
contribution  from  an  individual’s 
taxes  to  a  central  fund  has  so  far 
failed:  people  simply  will  not  fiind  a 
party  with  which  they  disagree.  Nor 
should  they  have  to. 

One  of  the  systems  suggested  is 
based  cm  representation  in  Parlia¬ 
ment:  x  amount  of  cash  for  x  number 
of  MPs.  So  Sinn  Fein  would  enjoy  my 
financial  support,  despite  the  moral 
abhorrence  m  which  I  hold  their  links 
with  the  Provisional  IRA.  Equally,  if 
funding  is  extended  to  local  elections, 
is  it  fair  that  ethnic  minorities  be 
forced  to  pay  for  the  campaigns  of  the 
BNP,  which  has  proved  itself  capable 
of  taking  council  seats? 

Opening  up  the  donations  lists  is 
tee  only  answer.  So  long  as  donations 
are  declared,  I  can  decide  whether 
businessmen  are  buying  favours  for 
tee  future,  or  simply  supporting  the 
present  policies  of  teat  party.  I  can 
then  vote  accordingly. 

The  electorate  has  shown  itself 
capable  of  deriding  when  sleaze  is  too 
much.  It  should  be  trusted  to  do  so  in 
future. 


From  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for 
International  Development 


Sir.  Your  leading  article  of  November 
6,  on  the  international  development 
White  Paper  Eliminating  World  Pov¬ 
erty.  suggests  you  have  failed  to 
understand  that  the  development 
agenda  has  moved  on  since  tee  old 
ideologies  teat  took  hold  in  the  1980s. 

All  serious  people  agree  that  the 
“Trickle-down"  theory  of  economic 
growth  did  not  deliver  equitable  or 
sustains  He  economic  growth-  Even 
the  International  Monetary  Fund 
.  recognises  this:  its  Managing  Direc¬ 
tor’s  recent  speech  in  Hong  Kong 
(report.  Business,  September  22)  dem¬ 
onstrated  his  commitment  to  “high- 
quality  growth  that  results  in  ... 
greater  equality  of  economic  opportu¬ 
nity".  Economic  growth  that  benefits 
the  poor  is  the  only  way  to  achieve 
long-lasting  sustainable  growth  and 
to  achieve  our  aims  of  eradicating 
poverty. 

Your  scepticism  about  achieving  the 
international  development  targets  id¬ 
entified  in  the  White  Paper  is  also 
misplaced.  They  come  from  the  great 
UN  conferences  of  recent  years  and 
are  considered  achievable  by  the 
OECD. 

You  are  right  to  point  out  that  aid 
alone  cannot  achieve  the  development 
taigeis.  But  teat  is  precisely  why 
Eliminating  World  Poverty  is  not  just 
a  “White  Paper  on  aid”  as  you  suggest 
but  embraces  all  government  policies 
which  impact  on  developing  coun¬ 
tries,  including  trade,  agriculture  and 
investment.  Our  aim  is  to  mobilise 
political  will  by  setting  out  a  dear  and 
achievable  strategy. 


incomes  if  the  rate  of  population 
growth  outstrips  the  rate  of  overall 
income  growth. 

In  tee  years  shortly  after  indepen¬ 
dence.  Kenya  managed  to  achieve  the 
very  respectable  rate  in  overall  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  of  over  7  per  cent  per 
annum  and  received  foreign  aid  of  £14 
per  head  per  annum,  the  highest  rate 
in  tee  world.  The  result  was  a  popula¬ 
tion  explosion  with  population  growth 
reaching  rates  that  the  statisticians 
had  thought  impossible.  Something 
similar  happened  in  the  ivory  Coast. 

World  income  growth  without 
curbs  on  population  growth  will  never 
solve  the  problem  of  world  poverty. 


Yours  faithfully, 

O.  S.  KNOWLES 

(Acting  ftenmanent  Secretary. 

Ministry  of  Finance.  Kenya.  196b). 

9  Britwell  Road.  Watiington.  Oxford. 
November  6. 


From  Mrs  Julia  Hausermann 


Yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  FOULKES, 
Department  for  International 

Development. 

94  Victoria  Street.  SW1. 
November  10. 


From  Mr  O.  S.  Knowles 


Sir.  Your  leading  artide  today  quite 
rightly  points  out  that  foreign  aid  can 
be  only  a  marginal  factor  in  relieving 
world  poverty,  and  that  raising  over¬ 
all  income  through  rapid  growth  in¬ 
creases  the  chokes  available  to  every¬ 
body. 

However,  increasing  overall  in¬ 
come  will  nor  increase  per  capita 


Yours  sincerely. 

JULIA  HAUSERMANN  (President), 
The  International  Movement 
of  Rights  and  Humanity. 

65a  S  win  ton  Street.  WC1. 

November  6. 


Crime  and  repentance 

From  Mr  M.E.E.  Wood 


Lotteiy  and  charity 


Sir.  I  was  impressed  by  a  report  on 
BBC2  last  Saturday  concerning  the 
workings  of  South  Africa’s  Truth  and 
Reconciliation  Commission,  high¬ 
lighting  a  procedure  from  which  our 
own  justice  system  might  well  benefit 

It  was  a  painful  and  cathartic  con¬ 
frontation  between  terrorists  and  a 
husband  whose  wife  thty  had  ruth¬ 
lessly  gunned  down  during  a  church 
service  which  got  my  attention.  Re¬ 
pentance  was  expressed  and  forgive¬ 
ness  offered  in  3  most  moving  way. 

If  a  similar  procedure  was  adopted 
by  British  courts  for  certain  offences, 
such  as  mugging,  burglaries  and  the 
like,  would  this  not  serve  to  bring 
home  to  young  criminals  in  particular 
tee  devastating  effect  of  their  actions, 
as  well  as  helping  to  decrease  some  of 
tee  pressures  caused  by  the  overpopu¬ 
lation  of  our  prisons? 


From  the  Director  of  Defeating 
Deafness 


Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAEL  WOOD 
(Director), 

ROPE 

(Relief  for  Oppressed 
People  Everywhere). 

12  Church  Street. 
Rickmanswarth.  Hertfordshire. 
November  3. 


Sir.  Miss  Claire  Ward,  MP  (letter. 
November  II).  describes  as  “dis¬ 
ingenuous"  statements  tear  charities 
wfll  be  deprived  of  up  to  £100  million 
per  year  if  rapid-draw  lotteries  such  a 
Pronto?  are  banned. 

1  would  suggest  teat  it  is  Miss  Ward 
who  is  being  less  than  transparent  on 
this  issue,  given  her  statement  that, 
whilst  Pronto!  will  give  “only  20  per 
cent”  to  charities  tee  National  Lottery 
pays  out  “twice  as  much  to  good 
causes  and  in  tax".  This  40  per  rent 
actually  breaks  down  as  follows  —  12 
per  cent  to  tee  Government  in  lottery 
duty  and  28  per  cent  to  tee  Distribu¬ 
tion  Fund.  Given  teat  the  Distribution 
Fund  moneys  are  split  equally  be¬ 
tween  five  funds  —  sports,  arts, 
heritage,  millennium  and  tee  char¬ 
ities  board  —  charities  of  the  son  to  be 
supported  by  Pronto!  are  receiving  a 
mere  5.6p  from  every  £1  National 
Lottery  ticket  sold  —  less  than  half  the 
duty  being  collected  by  government. 


Yours  faithfully. 

VIVIENNE  MICHAEL 
Director.  Defeating  Deafness. 
330-332  Gray's  Inn  Road,  WCI. 
November  13. 


Meningococcal  vaccine 

From  Dr  Clive  Studd 


Harrods  personnel 


From  Mr  Mark  dements 


Sir.  The  recent  tragic  deaths  of  three 
undergraduates  from  meningococcal 
septicaemia  [report.  November  4; 
further  report,  later  editions.  Novem¬ 
ber  12]  highlight  tee  trend  of  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  of  deaths  from  this  dis- 


The  Chief  Medical  Officer,  writing 
to  all  doctors  in  CMO's  Update  16, 
talks  of  raising  “awareness  of  tee 
signs  and  symptoms  of  meningococ¬ 
cal  infection",  although  he  offers  no 
immediate  prospectof  a  change  in  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  policy  on  active 
immunisation  of  freshers. 

My  experience  of  such  life-threaten¬ 
ing  cases  in  adults  during  the  last  16 
years  as  a  director  of  intensive  care  is 
that  until  three  years  ago  these  cases 
were  incredibly  uncommon.  In  the 
last  three  years  the  incidence  has  rock¬ 
eted  and  three  quarters  have  been  of 
the  group  C. 

Meningococcal  vaccines  for  group 
C  are  readily  available  and  are  rou¬ 
tinely  offered  to  travellers  to  certain 
countries  such  as  Gabon  and  Senegal. 
These  vaccines  offer  90  per  cent  pro¬ 
tection  of  two  to  three  years. 

I  suspect  foe  risk  of  acquiring  men¬ 
ingococcal  infection  in  tee  UK  is  now 
not  significantly  lower  than  travelling 
abroad.  Therefore  could  I  suggest  that 
in  the  absence  of  an  appropriate  na¬ 
tional  polity  undergraduates  request 
immunisation  from  their  GP.  if  neces¬ 
sary  on  the  pretext  that  they  have  fu¬ 
ture  exotic  travel  plans. 


Sir,  I  wonder  whether  either  Sir  Gor¬ 
don  Downey  or  members  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standards  and  Privi¬ 
leges  (report,  November  5)  saw  your 
report  (November  4)  relating  to  racial 
discrimination  at  Harrods. 

Ian  Lamb,  chairman  of  the  indus¬ 
trial  tribunal  hearing  the  case,  com¬ 
mented  that: 

There  was  an  act  of  blatant  racial 
discrimination  by  a  very  senior  personnel 
officer.  There  was  lying  and  deed)  on  the 
part  of  Hamids  personnel  to  conceal  the 
act  There  was  dishonest  testimony  by  Har¬ 
rods  personnel. 


Yours  faithfully. 
MARK  CLEMENTS. 
The  Beetling  Mill. 
Stormontfidd.  Perth. 
November  5. 


One  of  those  jobs 

From  Mr  Ernie  Preston 


Sir,  Yesterday,  having  intended  for 
some  time  to  get  around  to  doing  it 
one  day,  I  dismantled  and  removed 
the  blackout  blinds  from  tee  windows 
of  my  house. 


Yours  faithfully, 

E.  PRESTON, 

21  Park  Grove. 

Knaresbomugh.  North  Yorkshire. 
November  11. 


Yours  faithfully. 

CLIVE  STUDD 
(Director  of  Intensive  Care, 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary). 

Hie  Manor  House; 
Oifton-on-Teme.  Worcestershire. 
November  7. 
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to  keep  its  wig  on? 

From  hf  is  Honour  George  Dobry.  QC 


Sir.  Your  leading  artide  wrongly 
states  teat  Clare  Snort  “has  invented  a 
whole  new  series  of  universal  'human 
rights'  “ 

In  fact  the  White  Paper  on  dev¬ 
elopment  properly  reflects  tee  obliga¬ 
tions  of  states,  including  the  UK. 
under  tee  Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights  and  subsequent  inter¬ 
national  law.  The  declaration  was 
adopted  by  the  UN  General  Assembly 
in  1948,  and  was  given  the  force  of  law 
in  two  international  covenants. 

Each  of  tee  particular  human  rights 
which  you  refer  to  as  “invented”  —  on 
living  conditions,  soda!  security,  con¬ 
ditions  of  work  and  family  life  —  are 
protected  by  tee  International  Cov¬ 
enant  on  Economic.  Sodal  and  Cul¬ 
tural  Rights,  to  which  the  UK  and  a 
further  135  states  are  party. 

Far  from  "muddling  goals  with 
rights”,  tee  Secretary  of  State  has 
taken  a  brave  step  towards  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  tee  UK’s  international 
legal  obligations.  She  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated.  Securing  the  enjoyment  by 
people  living  in  poverty  of  their 
fundamental  human  rights  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  elimination  of  poverty. 


Sir,  I  spent  a  memorable  day  yes¬ 
terday  in  Luxembourg  watching  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  tee  Court  of  First  Instance- 
and  in  the  Court  of  Justice  —  a 
gratifying  experience.  Judges  of  so 
many  nationalities  seemed  so  much 
like  British  judges,  avocats  like  Brit¬ 
ish  barristers,  courts  like  modem 
British  courts.  I  observed  their  dress 
with  interest  —  black  gowns,  some 
with  gold  tassels:  in  one  court  there 
was  an  English  barrister  in  a  wig.  It 
looked  unnecessary  and  incongruous. 

In  1946. 1  exchanged  my  Polish  Air 
Force  uniform  for  a  wjg  and  gown.  I 
did  not  want  to  be  a  lawyer  all  that 
much,  but  tee  wig  and  tee  stage  effect 
of  English  courts  had  an  irresistible 
attraction.  Recently,  I  helped  to  bring 
over  here  many  Polish  lawyers  who 
admire  English  courts.  They  are  dif¬ 
ferent;  J  don’t  think  they  care  about 
horsehair. 

The  Lord  Chancellor’s  well  bal¬ 
anced  view  about  costume  (report  and 
artide,  November  7)  deserves  sup¬ 
port.  It  is  not  trivial,  it  is  about  the 
choice  between  living  in  tee  past  and 
in  today's  Europe. 


Yours  sincerely, 

GEORGE  DOBRY  (Chairman. 
British  (Cambridge  University) 
English  Law  Centre, 

Warsaw  University.  1992-96). 

4  Breams  Building,  EC4. 
November  7. 


From  Mr  L  L  Blake 


Sir.  It  is  typical  of  new  Labour  that 
Lord  Irvine  of  Lairg  should  wish  to 
exchange  the  glories  of  English  ju- 
didal  garb  for  tee  undertakers'  night¬ 
shirts  worn  by  tee  Italian  judidaiy. 
More  ominous,  however,  is  his  desire 
to  form  a  “Justice  Department",  thus 
ensuring  teal  English  judges,  who  are 
now  independent,  become  civil  ser¬ 
vants  like  their  continental  counter¬ 
parts. 

Are  we  bring  set  up  for  a  total 
European  takeover? 


Yours  truly, 

LL  BLAKE 

.271  Lonsdale  Read.  SW13. 

November  7. 


From  Mr  Den  is  Young 


Sir,  In  tee  same  way  that  justice  must 
not  only  be  done  but  must  also  be  seen 
to  be  done,  so  should  judges  not  only 
have  authority  but  also  be  seen  to 
have  ir. 

Many  years  ago.  when  I  was  a 
witness  in  a  criminal  trial.  I  thought 
how  upset  tee  defendant  might  have 
been  if  sent  down  by  a  judge  who. 
bare-headed,  was  almost  the  double  of 
Albert  Step  toe.  That  is  why  tee  Lord 
Chancellor  should  not  be  put  out  by  a 
tradition  teat,  in  his  opinion,  makes 
judges  look  "old-fashioned,  out  of 
touch  and  self-satisfied",  but  should 
instead,  as  they  say.  keep  his  wig  on. 


Yours  faithfully. ' 
DENIS  YOUNG. 

4  The  Vineyards.  Bath. 
November  7. 


From  Colonel  David  Whitaker 


Sir,  If  the  Lord  Chancellor  intends  to 
rename  his  department  tee  Justice 
Department  perhaps  he  will,  at  the 
same  time,  arrange  teat  tee  minister 
in  charge  of  it  is  an  elected  politician 
and  not,  as  is  longstanding  practice,  a 
barrister. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  could  continue 
as  Speaker  of  tee  House  of  Lords,  but 
the  public  would  surely  be  more  con¬ 
fident  that  changes  to  the  justice 
system  were  made  for  their  benefit 
rather  than  for  teat  of  the  legal 
profession. 


Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  WHITAKER, 

The  Dower  House. 

Chawtan,  nr  Alton.  Hampshire. 
November  7. 


Turkish  question 

From  Mr  Stewart  C.  Maugham 


Sir.  Clearly  if  Kemal  Ataturk  is  still, 
through  his  successors,  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  criticism  of  himself  (letter, 
November  10),  then  he  is  the  most 
influential  person  this  century  and  we 
should  let  him  have  tee  wretched 
Time  magazine  award. 


Yours  faithfully, 

STEWART  MAUGHAM. 
31  Holly  Park  Gardens,  N3. 
scmaugham@lineone.net 
November  10. 


Proceed  with  care 


From  Mrs  Sylvia  Ray 

Sir,  Words  of  wisdom  accompany 
food  as  well  as  flowers  (letter.  Novem¬ 
ber  11).  1  find  among  the  instructions 
on  a  Marks  &  Spencer  bread  and 
butter  pudding: 

Important.  Take  Care.  Product  will  be 
hot  after  heating. 


Yours  faithfully, 

SYLVIA  A.  H.  RAY, 

The  Rectory, 

Exford,  Mmehead,  Somerset 


From  Mr  Chris  Andiff 


Sir.  1  have  just  bought  a  tub  of  garlic 
in  our  local  supermarket  with  a 
picture  on  the  lid  of  a  solitary  clove  of 
garlic.  The  wording  underneath 
reads:  "Serving  suggestion". 


Yours  faithfully, 

C.J.  ANCLIFF. 

121  Chestnut  Grove.  SW12. 
November  12. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
November  12:  Tte  President  of  the 
Republic  of Yemen  visited  The  Queen 
this  morning. 

H3s  Excellency  Mr  Lmo-Siina 
Ekua  Avorno  was  received  in  audi¬ 
ence  by  Her  Majesty  and  presented 
die  Letters  of  Recall  of  his  predecessor 
and  his  own  Lenars  of  Credence  as 
Ambassador  Cram  the  Republic  of 
Equatorial  Guinea  to  the  Court  of  St 
James's. 

Madame  Maura  Abaga  Edu  was 
also  received  by  Tlie  Queen. 

Mr  Robertson  Young  (Deputy 
Untier-Sccraary  of  State  for  Foreign 
and  Commonwealth  Attain]  was 
present. 

The  Bishop  of  Winchester  (the 
Right  Reverend  Michael  Scon-Jaynd 
was  received  by  Her  Majesty, 

The  Queen.  Patron,  this  evening 
attended  a  Concert  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  Diana.  Princess  of  Wales, 
in  aid  of  the  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children.  Great  Ormond  Street  and 
the  Royal  Academy  o l  Music,  at  the 
Royal  Festival  Halt  London  SE1.  and 
was  received  by  the  Chief  Executive. 
South  Bank  Centre  (Mr  Nicholas 
Snowman},  the  Chairman,  the  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Sick  Children.  G  real 
Ormond  Sired  (Sir  Brian  Hill)  and 
the  Chairman.  Royal  Academy  of 
Music  (Mr  Guy  Whaiky). 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  Honorary 
Life  Member,  British  Sub-Aqua 
Guh.  this  morning  presented  the 
14%  Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Prize  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  President,  the 
English-Speaking  Union  of  the 
Commonwealth,  this  afternoon  pre¬ 
sented  the  IW  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
English  Language  Bcofc  Competition 
Awards  ana  the  English-Speaking 
Union  English  Language  Awards 
and  afterwards  chained  a  meeting  of 
the  English-Speaking  Union  Lan¬ 
guage  Committee  at  Buckingham 
raJaoe. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Patron. 
Institute  of  Management  this  eve¬ 
ning  ariended  the  1997  National  and 
Gold  Medal  Award  Dinner  at  the 
InterContinental  Hotel.  London  Wl. 
November  LI  The  Princess  Royal 
Patron,  the  Bask  Skills  Agency,  this 
muming  attended  the  Annual  On- 
former  at  Glaziers'  Hall  Montague 
Close.  London  Bridge.  London  SE1. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  President 
Save  the  Children  Fund,  this  after 
noon  attended  a  Reception  and 
Presentation  for  Trusts  and  Key 
Donors  at  the  South  African  High 
Commission.  South  Africa  House, 
Trafalgar  Square,  London  WC2_ 

The  Princess  Royal  Patron,  the 


National  Autistic  Society,  later  at¬ 
tended  a  seminar  on  "Jobs  far  People 
with  Autism  and  Asperger  Syn¬ 
drome'  at  Midland  Bank.  Poultry, 
London  EC2. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Chancellor, 
this  evening  attended  the  Foundation 
Day  Dinner  and  Honorary  Degree 
ceremony  at  the  University  of 
London.  Senate  House.  Mater  Street. 
London  WCl. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
November  I£  Queen  Elizabeth  The 
Queen  Mother  today  received  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Advisory  Body  for 
Sduisl  Services  Catering  to  mark 
“National  Mealson-Wheds  Day”. 

Her  Majesty  was  entertained  at 
Luncheon  by  the  Canadian  High 
Commissioner  (His  Excellency  Roy 
MacLaren)  at  3  Grosvenor  Square. 

Mrs  Michael  Gordon- Lemur*  and 
Sir  Alastair  Aird  were  in  attendance. 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
November  12:  The  Prince  of  Wales. 
Duke  of  Cornwall  this  morning  held 
a  meeting  of  The  Prince's  Council  at 
Buckingham  Gate.  London  SWl. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Chairman, 
the  Royal  Collection  Trust,  this 
afternoon  chaired  a  meeting  ai  St 
James's  Palace- 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  President,  the 
British  Horse  Society  Jubilee  Year, 
bier  attended  a  Reception  at  St 
James's  Palace  to  edebrute  the  Fifti¬ 
eth  Anniversary  of  the  Society, 

His  Royal  Highness.  President, 
The  Prince  of  Wales  Business  Leaders 
Forum,  this  evening  held  a  Dinner 
for  business  Leaders  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  international  organ¬ 
isations  at  St  James's  Palace. 

YORK  HOUSE 

November  12;  The  Duke  of  Kent, 
Patron,  Ski  Chib  of  Great  Britain, 
this  afternoon  presented  the  fay 
Medal  at  the  White  House.  Church 
Road.  London  SW19. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent.  President. 
NCH  Action  for  Children,  this  after¬ 
noon  visited  the  Longhill  Estate. 
Shannon  Road.  Hud  East  Riding  of 
Yorkshire. 

THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
November  12:  Princess  Alexandra, 
President,  this  morning  attended  the 
Town  and  Country  Conference  of  the 
Child retTs  Country  Holidays  Fund  at 
Westminster  Cathedra)  Hall, 
Ambrosden  Avenue.  Umdon  SWl. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Deputy 
Honorary  Colonel  of  the  Royal  Yeo¬ 
manry.  'this  afternoon  received 
Lieutenant  Colonel  David  Bene  upon 
relinquishing  command  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert 
SutdiHe  upon,  assuming  the 
appointment. 


Today’s  royal  engagements 


The  Queen  wifi  hold  an  investiture  at 
Buckingham  Palace  at  11.00  and  will 
give  a  luncheon  for  Mrs  Mary 
Robinson,  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Human  Rights, 
and  Mr  Robinson  at  1.15.  The  Queen 
and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  will 
attend  a  gala  reception  at  the  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum  at  630,  in  the 
presence  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  to 
mark  the  exhibition  Corf  and  Karin 
Larsson:  Creators  of  the  Swedish 
Style. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  patron  and 
twelfth  man.  will  present  the  Lord'S 
Taverners  Trophy  at  Buckingham 
Palace,  at  noon;  as  Chancellor,  Cam¬ 
bridge  University,  will  attend  the 
CBI*s  luncheon  for  the  Cambridge 
Foundation  at  the  Mandarin  Oriental 
Hyde  Pink  Hold  at  12.45;  and  as 
Colonel  wiO  preside  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Grenadier  Guards  Regimental 
Council.  Buckingham  Palace  at  4.00. 
Queen  Elizabeth  the  Queen  Mother 
will  visit  the  Royal  Star  and  Garter 
Home  at  Richmond.  Surrey  at  115. 
The  Prince  of  Wales,  as  president. 
The  Prince's  Trust,  will  present  the 
Prince'S  Trusi-Bro  Awards  at  St 
James*  Palace  at  130;  as  president. 
Royal  College  of  Music,  wfll  present 
the  annual  honorary  degrees  and 
awards  at  the  Royal  College  of  Music 
Prince  Outsort  Road.  London  SW7ar 
3.00:  and  will  attend  the  British 
Indian  Goklen  Jubilee  dinner,  to 
mark  50  years  of  India's  Indepen¬ 
dence.  at  Grosvenor  House  at  7.45. 
The  Duke  of  York  wOl  attend  a  dinner 
given  by  the  Army  Board  in  the  State 
Apartments.  Royal  Hospital  Chel¬ 
sea.  at  7.45. 


The  Princess  Royal,  president,  the 
Process  Royal  Trust  for  Carers,  will 
attend  the  Carers  Together  Day. 
Diamond  Centre.  Nesie  Phrfc  frth- 
lingbo rough,  Northamptonshire,  at 
1030:  will  open  the  new  Dav entry 
Internationa]  Rail  Freight  Terminal 
(Raiiport)  and  Eddie  Stobon  build¬ 
ing.  Davcntry.  at  1230;  and  as 
president.  Save  the  Children  Fund. 
will  give  a  private  appeal  dinner. 
Buckingham  Piilaoe.  at  730. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  chairman.  Nat¬ 
ional  Electronics  Council,  will  attend 
the  Mountbatten  Memorial  lecture. 
Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers. 
Savoy  Place,  at  1130. 

Princess  Alexandra  will  visit 
Ravenswood  village.  Crowthome, 
Berkshire  at  U.I5. 


Buckingham 
Palace  luncheon 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  gave  a  luncheon  party  at 
Buckingham  Palace  yesterday.  The 
guests  were: 

Baroness  Flarher  (Eli  Commission 
on  Racism).  Mrs  Tracy  Jones 
(inland  Revenue  Mobile  Unit 
rucinmer  Services,  CanUfT).  Mr 
Black  (athlete).  Mr 


Dinners 


Foundation  for  Science 
and  Technology 

Lord  Jenkin  of  Boding.  Chairman 
of  the  Council  of  the  Foundation 
for  Science  and  Technology,  pre¬ 
sided  at  a  lecture  and  dinner 
discussion  held  last  night  at  the 
Royal  Society.  Mr  Geoffrey  Hoon, 
MP.  Lord  Justice  Brooke  and 
Professor  Richard  Susskind  were 
the  speakers.  Among  others 
esent  were: 

u>td  and  Lady  Buneiwnrth.  Lord 
Craig  of  Ridley,  Lord  cue fatty. 
Baroness  David,  Baroness  Hihon  of 
EKeanfem.  Laid  Justice  Otton.  Lord 
lord  Taylor  of 


CHRIS  HARRS 


Maryfcboae  Cricket  Club 
Mr  Colin  Ingleby-Mackaizie. 
President  of  MCC,  was  in  the 
Chair  at  a  Chib  Dinner  held  in  the 
Committee  Dining  Room  at  Lord's 
last  night.  Mr  Mike  Gatting, 
former  captain  of  England  and 
Middlesex  CCC.  proposed  the 
least  to  “  Cricket",  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  responded. 

U diversity  of  Bristol 
Sir  Michael  Angus.  Leader  of  the 
Campaign  for  Resource  at  the 
University  of  Bristol,  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Sir  Jeremy  Morse,  Chan¬ 
cellor.  Mr  Moger  Woolley. 
Chairman  of  Council  and  Sir  John 
Kingman.  Vice  Chancellor,  pre¬ 
sided  last  night  at  a  dinner  for 
Patrons  and  friends  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  hd A  at  the  Institution  of  Civil 
Engineers,  London,  to  mark  the 
sixth  anniversary  of  the  launch  of 
(he  Campaign  for  Resource. 
Guests  included: 


Since  the  Campaign  for  Resource  was 
launched  an  Investment  exceeding 
£45  minion  has  been  raised  for  the 
University. 

The  Association  of  Corporate 

Treasurers 

The  President  of  the  Association  of 
Corporate  Treasurers.  Mr  Paul 
Spencer.  Group  Finance  Director, 
Royal  &  Sun  Alliance  Insurance 
Group,  was  the  host  at  the  Associ¬ 
ation's  Annual  Dinner  last  night, 
held  at  the  Grosvenor  House 
Hold.  Lord  Simpson  of  Dunkeld. 
Managing  Director.  The  General 
Electric  Company,  was  the  Guest 
Speaker.  Mr  Gareth  Jones.  Chair¬ 
man  of  The  Association  and 
Managing  Director.  Treasury  ft 
Wholesale  Banking  Abbey  Nat¬ 
ional  also  speke. 

Gcneral  Dental  Coonril . 

The  President.  Dr  Margaret  Sew¬ 
ard  and  members  of  the  General 
Dental  Council  held  a  Dinner  on 
November  II.  1997.  at  37  Wimpcde 
Street.  London.  The  principal 
guest  was  Mr  Alan  Milbum,  MP. 
Minister  for  Health. 

National  Liberal  Club 
Professor  Earl  Russell  FBA.  was  die 
guest  of  honour  and  speaker  ai  the 
annual  dinner  or  the  National 
Liberal  Club  held  last  night  at  the 
dub.  The  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
president,  was  in  the  diair.  Lord  Strd 
of  Aikwood  also  spoke.  Among  those 
present  were: 

Countess  Russell,  Baroness  Robson 
of  Kiddington,  Lady  Banks.  Lord 
Rochester.  Judge  and  Mis  John 
Baker  and  Mr  David  Hunter,  dub 
chairman. and  Mrs  Hunter. 

Canning  House 

Baroness  Hooper.  President  of  die 
Hispanic  and  Luso  Brazilian  Council, 
was  (he  host  at  dinner  bdd  last  night 
at  Canning  House  in  honour  of  the 
Heads  of  Mission  of  die  Latin 
American  and  Iberian  countries. 
Lord  Cfinlon- Davis.  Minister  for 
Trade,  was  tbe  guest  of  honour. 
London  Good enough  Trust 
for  Overseas  Graduates 
Mr  Julien  Wathcn.  Governor  of  the 
London  Goodenough  Trust  for  Over¬ 
seas  Graduates,  and  Major-General 
Timothy  Toync  Sewed  director,  re¬ 
ceived  the  guests  at  the  annual 
medical  faculty  dinner  held  last  night 
at  MecUenburgh  Square.  Dr 
Thomas  Stuttaiord  was  the  speaker. 

Service  dinner 

9tfifl2tik  Royal  Lancers 
Brigadier  H.W.K.  Pye.  Colonel  of  the 
9th/l2lh  Royal  Lancers  (Prince  of 
Wales  M  presided  at  the  annual 
officers’  dinner  held  last  nighr  at  the 
Cavalry  and  Guards  Club. 


Karen  Christian  and  Flight  Lieutenant  Euan  Duncan  were  among  the  whiners 
at  yesterday's  People  of  the  Year  awards  presented  at  a  luncheon  at  die  London 
Hilton  on  Park  Lane  yesterday.  Miss  Christian,  from  Southampton  ~~~~  ~ 
life  of  a  pensioner  who  phoned  her  by  mistake  after  collapsing  at  hi 
lieutenant  Duncan,  based  at  Cran well.  Lincolnshire,  rescued  a  d; 

suffered  a  severe  heart  attack  19,000ft  op  Mount  Everest 


Memorial 

services 


Dr  WiDnm  Ctile 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  die 
life  of  Dr  William  Cole  was  held 
yesterday  in  Southwark  Cathe¬ 
dral.  Canon  Roy  White.  Vice- 
Provost,  officiated,  assisted  by  the 
Rev  John  Robson,  Chaplain  of  The 
Queen's  Chapel  of  the  Savoy,  who 
led  the  prayers.  Edward  Gnnt  and 
Mr  Michael  Wakeham  read  the 
lessons.  Sir  David  Lutnsden  gave 
an  address. 

Mr  Charles  Cole,  grandson,  the 
chapel  choir  and  the  choir  of  St 
(Slave's  Grammar  School  Orping¬ 
ton.  Kent  look  part  in  the  service. 
Mr  Vincent  Hanna 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  and  work  of  Mr  Vincent 
Hanna,  broadcaster,  was  held 
yesterday  at  St  Bride’S.  Fleet  StreeL 
Canon  John  Oates  officiated,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Father  Michael  Seed. 
Ecumenical  Officer,  Westminster 
Cathedral  Lord  Fill,  father-in-law, 
read  the  lesson.  Dr  Mo  Mowlam. 
Secretary  of  State  for  Northern 
Ireland,  read  How  Many  Different 
Lengths  of  Time?  by  Brian  Patten, 
Miss  Jenny  Abramsky.  Director  of 
Continuous  News,  BBC,  read  from 
the  Collected  Poems  of  Louis 
McNeice  and  Miss  Sinead  Hanna, 
daughter,  read  from  a  sports 
column-  Mr  Andrew  Marr,  Editor 
of '  The  Independent,  gave  an 
address  and  Mr  Frank  Hanna, 
brother,  paid  tribute.  Miss  Emily 
Hanna,  daughter,  sang  during  the 
service. 

The  Secretary  of  State  lor  Soria! 
Security  and  Minister  for  Women 
attended.  Among  others  present 
were: 


colleagues. 


Anniversaries 

BLRXHS;  St  Augustine  of  Hippo, 
Tagaste.  Numidla  (modem  Tunisia). 
354;  Sir  John  Moore;  general  Glas¬ 
gow.  1761;  Robert  Louis  Stevenson, 
novelist.  Edinburgh.  1850. 

DEATHS:  Nell  Qwyn.  actress  and 
mistress  of  King  Charies  U.  London. 
1687;  William  Eoy.  printer.  York. 
HH9;  Gioacchino  Rossini  uxnptna. 
P«wsy.  Fraiwe.  1868.  CamiUe  Pissarro, 
painter.  Paris,  1903;  Vittorio  de  Ska. 
film  director.  Paris,  1974. 

The  telegraphic  service  between 
Lundoa  and  Paris  began  operating. 
185L 

General  Charles  de  Gaulle  was 
elected  President  of  tbe  French  Pro¬ 
visional  Government.  1945. 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 


Sunday  Times!,  Ur  Simon  Heffer 
(Dailv  Mall).  Mr  Peter  Minims 
Mr 


Mr  George  Robertson.  Secretary  of 
State  for  Defence,  was  tbe  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  by  Her  Mqjety's 
Government  yesterday  at  Lancaster 
House  in  honour  m  General  Ali 
Abdullah  Saleh.  President  of  Yowl 
RADAR 

Sir  faer  de  la  BiDfere  was  tbe  guest 
speaker  at  the  fajple  of  the  Year 
luncheon'  held  yesterday  at  the 
London  HDfcn  on  Park  Lane.  Lord 
Tbgeodhat  presided..  Mr  Bst 
Massie,  Director  of  RaDAR  gfae 
Royal  Anodation  for  Disability  and 
Rehabilitation)  attended.  The  win¬ 
ners  for  1997  are  -. 

Tbe  Australian  Defence  Tram,  the 
British  lions.  Miss  Karen  Christian. 
Flight  lieutenant  Euan  Duncan.  Mo 
Christine  Evans.  Mr  Anthony  Pia- 


Sir  Lincoln 
Hallman 

Requiem  Mass  in  memory  of  Sir 
Lincoln  HaHinan  will  be  bridal  tire 
dorch  of  St  Mary  of  the  Angels. 
Cardiff,  on  Saturday.  December  6. 
1997.  at  noon. 


Birthdays  today 

Sir  Ewart  Bell  dvfl  servant.  73;  the 
Mast  Rev  George  Carey.  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury.  62:  Sir  John  Cries, 
diplomat,  60:  Dr  PityHisEpp*  Rtikw 
of  tbe  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
100;  Miss  Whoopi  Goldberg,  actress. 
42:  Lord  Jacobs.  66c  the  Rev  Jfetrida 
Johns,  former  Headmistress.  St 
Marys  School.  Wantage.  64:  Mr 
Kenneth  Kemp,  former  chairman. 
Strath  and  Nephew,  76;  Baroness 
Lestor  of  Ecdes.  66:  Major-General 
J.D.  Lum.  80;  Mr  John  &  McGudoan 
chairman.  Ulster  Television.  SR  Dr 
Basil  Morscn.  dmkal  pathologist.  76: 
Adtffiral  Sr  WHMam  O’Brien.  81:  Miss 
Alexandra  Shiftman.  Editor.  British 
Vogue.  40;  Sir -Donald  Thompson, 
former  MP.  66;  Sir  Miles  Walker, 
former  Chief  Minister.  Isle  of  Man 
Government;  57. 


Meeting 


Rowland  HiD  Fund 
The  Lord  Mayor  opened  the  annual 
meeting  of  die  Rowland  HiD  Fund 
held  yestoday  at  the  Mansion 
House.  Sir  Rowland  Whitehead, 
chairman,  presided  and  presented 
the  annual  report  Sir  Michael 
Heron,  ChainiBra  of  thr  Post  Office, 
Mr  Alan  Johnson.  MP.  Mr  Richard 
Osmond  and  Mr  Geoff  CrwswriL 
trustee;  also  sprite. 


Reception 


Board  of  Deputies  of  British 
Jews 

Tbe  German  Ambassador  was  the 
guest  honour  at  a  reception  given 
by  tbe  Board  of  Deputies  of  British 
Jews  beU  yesterday  in  London. 
Professor  Eric  Moonman.  vicepresi¬ 
dent.  welcomed  the  guests.  Sir 
Sigmund  Sternberg  was  the  bast. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


MrR.SC  Brown 
and  Miss  LA.  Sandom 
The  engagement  Is  announced 
between  Richard,  younger  son  of 
Mr  TJ.de  C  Brown  and  the 

Mis  Brown,  of  Okdiampton.  and 
Lindsey,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr 

and  Itfre  Kent  Sandcan.  of 
Northwood.  Middlesex. 

Mr  J.C.S.  Che«v»1Vmdi 
and  Miss  MX.  Ward 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  youngest  son  of 
the  late  Mr  and  Mrs  Anthony 
Chenevix-Trench.  and  Lucy,  ynun~ 
ger  daughter  of  Mr  GeraM  Ward 
and  the  Hon  Lady  Morrison. 

Mr  P  J.  auriy 
and  Miss  JLS.  Bates 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul,  youngest  son  of  Dr 
and  Mrs  A.  Paul  C3uely,  of 
Cambertey.  Sumy,  and  Kay. 
dangbny  of  Mr  and  Mrs  WQbam 
J.G.  Bates,  of  Stone,  Staffardshire. 
Mr  HA.  Jacques 
and  Miss  S.C.  Jofly 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Mtebari  Jacques,  of 
Tunbridge  Weds,  and  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Peter 
Jolly,  of  Oxford. 

Mr  D.  Johnston 
and  Mist  J-M-Bkzard 
The  .engagement  is  announced 
between  Duncan,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  D.S.  Johnston,  oif 
Umberieigh.  Devon,  and  Joanna, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  R-C. 
BJezard.  of  Brockenhursi, 
Hampshire. 

Mr  BJVf.  LaRDcr 

and  Sesorifa  CM.  Afegria 

Chavez 

The  engagement  is  annnanred 
between  Benjamin,  son  of  Mrs 
Alexandra  Laidler.  of  Royal 
Circus.  Edinburgh,  and  Mr 
Marlin  Laidler,  of  Richmond. 
Surrey,  and  Carmen  Monica, 
daughter  of  Senora  Carmen 
Monica  Chavez  vda  Alegria.  of 
Vina  del  Mar,  Chile. 


Mr  J.P-A-KB**®  . 

and  Miss  J-H-CooUon  _ 

The  enBaflemeni  is  announced. 

Jerome,  younger  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  P.  Kitson.  of  Chflmaric  Manor 
Fhrm.  Wiltshire,  and  JoJid,  elder 
daughter  of  Dr  and  Mrs  BJ- 
Coulton,  of  Knowle. 

Warwickshire. 

Mr  D-B.  Leadsom 
and  Miss  AMA  Jennings 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Dominic,  youngest  son  at 
Mr  and  Mrs  Brian  Leadsom.  of 
Chobharo,  Surrey,  and  Alison, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Nevffle  Jennings,  of  Johannes¬ 
burg,  South  Africa. 

Mr  W.T.R.  Meacock 
and  Miss  C.M.  Kelley 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  WtHiara.  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Michael  Meacock.  of  Bishop’s 
Stortford,  Hertfordshire,  and 
Colleen,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Stephen  Kelley.  c£  Fanwood,  New 
Jersey.  USA. 

Mr  D-B.  Roberts 
and  Miss  H M.  Cassties 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Christopher  Roberts,  of 
Horndean.  Hampshire,  and 
Helen,  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mis  John  Casstter.  of  Pinner. 
Middlesex. 

Mr  J-R-  van  Heeckeren 
and  Miss  D.  Sorreff-Stransster 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jan.  eldest  son  of 
W.R.  Baron  van  Heeckeren  and 
Mrs  R-  Dive,  and  Dido,  daughter 
of  the  hue  Mr  N.  P.  Sonril-Stninssfer 
and  of  Mis  N_P.  Sorrefl-Straussler. 
Mr  J.W.  Woodtborpe 
and  Miss  CS.  Jackson 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  Woodthorpe,  of 
Wridingham,  Surrey,  and  Catha¬ 
rine.  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Michad  HeBings.  of  Rrigate, 
Surrey. 


High  Sheriffs 


Hie  following  have  been  nomi¬ 
nated  for  High  Sheriff: 

ENGLAND  [except  Cornwall,  Greater 
Manchester.  Merseyside  and  Lanc¬ 
ashire) 

Bedfordshire-.  GKO  Farr, 

KDfcjy.  Oakley.  T  F  Wells.  I 
Berkshire:  a  R  Wiseman.  Windsor:  M 
D  Todhunter.  wantage.  OxTozdsbire: 
H  LFuxley,  Newbury. 
BitcMngfuunsMrr.  B  R  Vemey,  Middle 
Clay  don.  Buckingham;  Sir  wmiam 
McAiptne,  Pawley,  near  Henley-oo- 
Thames;  M  H  T  Jourdan. .  tong 
Crendon.  Aylesbury. 

Cambridgeshire.  R  B  BunfonJ.ElyiWH 
Prohy.  Elton.  Peterborough;  A  .  F 
Pemberton.  Trumptngron. 

Cheshire :  MAT  Trevap-Bumston; 
Crewe  by  Pamela n.  Chester;  M  OA 
Clarke.  Mat  pas;  s  Chiniwr,  TOston. 
Malp&s. 

City  of  Brismt  EH Webber.  Bristol:  J 
Pool  Clifton;  C  St  J  Hartnell.  CtUoa. 
Cumbria:  s  p  Pease;  Kbkfcr  lonsdali 
Caralonft;  a  1  BullotiRh.  Wall  on. 
Brampton;  lady  HUhflela.  Auoleby. 
Derbyshire:  c  R  W  Turtomt, 
AttnelotuD  R  Penrose.  Bakew 
J  Bolssler.  Idrtdeehav.  Bel  per. 

Devore  Lady  Clinton.  Heanto 
Satctcvtlle,  near  Okehampum; 
Simon  J  Day.  Ivy-bridge;  M 
Kayner.  Asbarmbe  Tower,  nr 
Doner.  Commander  P  G  Gregwn. 
Concomte,  Do  reft  ester  AG  Yeaimaa 
Carte  Molten;  M  J  A  Bond.  Gorte  Cjottle.. 
Durham :  Sir  William  Gray.  Egdestoa 
Bamaiti  Castle;  F  NJchcrtsorcStester- 
i  e-street;  mb  EA  Smyth.  Hdghlngton. 
Darungun. 

East  aiding  of  Yortshire.  C  A  Mnxstrd. 
Brough;  A  L  Marr.  Bevertw  C  M 
Oughtred.  Loadesborotigb.  York. 

East  Sussex:  vtsajuntess  Brentford. 
WWhinw:  K  Millar,  wadbusc  w  F  de 
Sails.  WadhutsL 

Essex:  R  O  Newman.  Braintree  GRC 
Cure,  ongar;  J  G  S  CoodeAdams. 


mmim 


Gloucestershire;  w  J  Eykyn.  Duatls- 
bourne  Abbotts.  Ctrencestei;  M  W 
v ester.  AndcwersfanJ:  Major  J  V  Byre. 

WflBDo-uader-Edge 
Greater  London:  J  P  Gough,  London 
SWl;  R  J  L  Bramble.  London  SWl:  M  A 
Ashcroft.  London  swi. 

Hampshire:  J  J  L  C  Sheffield, 
Whltdiurcft:  VA  LPowelL  Hesdbouroe 
WtorthvrMalorJC  Graves.  Whltdtun*. 

^  S  W  B  Dereham, 

WDothope:  Mis  R  J  Dawes,  Malvern: 
Mrs  Hone.  Bosbtnv.  near  Ledhnry. 
Hertfordshire:  R  6  PleydeK- Be  merle. 
PeVro  Green.  Dear  Luton.  Bedford¬ 
shire:  H  M  Neal,  sarrau, 
Rlckmanswoith;  E  W  FWalker.  Sartdon 
Bury,  ntMrBuotingfonL 
Isle  Of  Wight:  d  c  BUes.  Northwood:  S  H 
G  Twtning.  st  Lawrence,  near Ventnon 
DrCNAMobbs. Newport. 

Kent.  J  P  Mentors.  Rye,  East  Sussex;  J  B 
s'uniey  Godroeisftam.  near  Canter¬ 
bury;  R  F  Loder-Symonds.  Womens- 
woul.  Caruerbuiy. 

Leicestershire:  i  M  McAipLne.  Pearling 
Ptova;  Mrs  A  G^worou.  Gaolby.  near  - 
BUksdon:  R  K weasel  DetftmJL 


Uacoinshlm  G  O  Hutchison.  Welby. 
Grantham:  F  J  F  M  Dyroote.  h arn- 
castie:  R  w  Parker.  Metfierlngbam. 
Lincoln. 

Norfolk  a  E  Buxton.  Norwich;  N  W  D 
Rosin-.  East  Lribiun.  Kings  Lynn;  R  w 
Jewson.  Bamham  Broom.  ■ 
Northamptonshire-.  Lady  Morton. 
Flore.  Northampton:  D  Reynolds. 
Weektqy.  Kettering;  A  G  Stoughtno- 
Harris.  Grendoo. 

Northumberland:  CAP  Baker- 
CresswrU,  Hamburgh;  MIS  E  M 
Falrbalm.  Halllngton,  NewcatiMjpon- 
Tyne;  s  c  Endrafty.  Hexham. 

North  Yorkshire.  Lady  C  Collin. 
Focklev.  Yorfc; '  a  V  Hudson. 
H^^^TogaretGCTtrrton. 

HoSaghamsUre:  Mrs  J  M  Farr. 
Eppetstone:  A  M  Nall,  Hodtenon:  Mrs 
BA Varo-Lune.  Canton  on  Trent,  near 
Newark. 

Oxfordshire:  ROrey.Sotherfleld  Greys: 

Rutland:  Mrs  L  C  Taylor.  bshwelL 
Oakham;  Mrs  W  M  L  Galdrtnft 
Preston,  oakhanu  Lien  tenant  colonel 
R  N  C  WnglraTwiiiB.  Oakham. 
siimpsMre:  J,  C  N  Bury.  Munstow. 
Craven  Arms;  J  R  B  Loregrore-Pietden. 
Pontesford.  Shrewsbury:  R  P  Corbett. 
Longnor.  Dorringjon- 
SamerstT.  Mis  M  E  B  Beckett. 
Cat  combe.  Mlnehead;  M  H  F  Motley, 
Prisron.  BattuT  a  H  Yandle,  Exetoridge. 
Dntwnon. 

sraua  yottsMos  Ma  k  E  toddle. 
Sheffield:  D  B  Shaw.  Sheffield,-  Colonel 
I G  Norton,  Sheffield. 

Staffordshire-  A  ER  Manners,  Bradley. 
saBorCC  DCD  Johnson.  Staftord;  D 
Elliot.  Newborough.  Burton  onTrent- 
SaffoOc.  p  v  Fisher.  Thettord.  Norfolk; 
Colonel  D  H  C  Gordon  Lennox,  Great 
Sarham.  Bury  St.  Edmunds;  J  Clement. 

Surrey:  R  H  s  S^wLlmpsOeld  Chart. 


oned.  P  R  Nutting.  Ewmirsc  M  G 
More-Molyneux,  -  Lose  ley  Park; 
GulldlaaL 

Tyne  and  Bhar.  t  S  Ward.  Whitburn. 
Sunderland;  M  Bud.  Gosforth. 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne:  J  T  Ward. 
Gosforth,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Warwickshire.  D  J  Barnes.  Claverdon: 
M  C  Fetherston-DlUce.  Cotehfll;  J  S 
Mammon,  Wappenbuty.  Leamington 
SP“- .  * 

WRIT  Midlands:  W  G  K  carter. 
Droltwteh.  Worcestershire;  K  $ 
Burman.  inkberrow.  near  Redditch. 
worcesrershires  J  F  wooirJdge. 
TetonhaU.  WOfeerbampioit. 
west  Sussex  BS  LTraflonL  Rudgwtck: 
MIS  J  Buckland,  lymlnsrer  RR  Eoder, 
Lower  Seeding.  Honfttam.  ' 

WtH  ronshlre:  j  J  E  Brennan.  Rawdon. 
Leeds  PAH  Hanley,  Leeds  F  R  Fenton. 

chi^gerttiarn;  R  N  utafton.  Aid  bourne. 

worastershfik  S  W  B  Dereham, 
Woo  [tmpC.  Herefordshire:  Mrs  S  1 
Dawes.  Bins  motion  court.'  near 
MalwrmMs  L  Hone.  Bosbury  House, 
near  Ledbury.  Herefordshire. 


BMDS:  0171  6806880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


I  board  a  voice  in  beam  pro¬ 
claim;  This  b  tbe  time  ot 
victory  Tor  our  God,  tbe  time 
of  bis  powwr  and  sover¬ 
eignty.  whan  hts  Christ 
comes  to  bis  rightful  rule'. 
Revelation  12  :  30 


BIRTHS 


ARMSTRONG  -  On  November 
I  Orb  at  Tbe  Portland 
Hospital,  to  Rzlsdna  (ad* 
ScoxaO  and  Michael,  a  son. 
Michael  Storm,  a  brother  fee 
Karina. 

BARTLETT  -  On  November  Sih 
1997,  (o  Susannah  (nde 
Maclean)  and  Robert,  a 
daughter,  Albany  Malsle 
M  and  evil  la,  a  sister  for 
Cnodann  (Kitty). 

BSRTUZZt-GLOVER  -  On  9th 
November,  to  Deborah  I'orfe 
Beztossi-ABanda)  and  John, 
a  son.  Roderick  John,  a 
brother  Ice-  George. 

BONONB  -  On  November  6th  at 
Tbe  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Glola  (nde  Rossi)  and 
Andrea,  a  son.  Carlo 
AbMBdm 

GARTNER  •  Sea  Gouaw. 

GOMMO  -  KIran  Code  Cartuar) 
and  Richard  are  overjoyed, 
proud  and  stunned  to 
announce  tbe  birth  Of 
Dominic  Richard  Michael, 
Sebastian  toehold  Jonathan 
and  India  AUce  Rebecca  on 
Saturday  Bth  November 
1997.  Thanks  to  all  at  the 
Johh  Eadetlffe.  (World's 
population  of  Gommos 
Increases  by  75%). 

HBBRV  -  Irina  Gaea  Alexeeva) 
and  Martin  announce  the 
birth  of  tbekr  son  Alexander 
Fyodr  on  13th  October  «  5* 
Mary's  Hospital.  First 
grandchild  to  Olga  and 
Anatolic  and  sixth  to  Tom 
and  jUfean.  Wtfcowe  to  this 
world  tittle  angoL 

JOHNSON  •  On  November 

l  Oth,  to  Julia  (nee 
Wedgwood)  and  Mck,  *  *«v 
Daniel  lavnaca, 

KMDQtSLEY  -  On  November 
12th.  to  Ana  be  J  (nee 
Worrell)  and  Barnabas,  a 
son,  tenetmtlfcin  pBUgll. 

LLOYD  -  On  November  3rd 
1997,  to  Joanna  (nde 
Freeland)  and  Henry,  n 
daughter;  Alice  Elizabeth,  a 
sister  for  Edward  and 
Thomas. 

Murray  -  On  October  22ad 
1997,  to  Peter  and  Carolyn,  a 
beautiful  daughter,  Phoebe 


BIRTHS 


PULLAM  -  On  November  9th  at 
home  at  Fletehing,  to  Karina 
(nee  Good)  and  Janies,  a 
beautiful  daughter, 
Frederica  Jode  Bridget, 


RBflMCK -On  November  10th, 
at  The  Chelsea  and 
Westminster,  to  Vanessa  and 
Tames,  a  predoea  son.  Rory 
Alexander  Neville.  A  sibling 
for  Archie! 


SCOTT-MONCmEFF/WHTTE  - 
On  the  9th  November  In 
Johannesburg  to  Marie  and 
I-larie,  a  daughter.  Sovran,  a 
Uttar  for  Fernanda. 


WEBSTER  -  On  Sunday  Bth 
November  1997  at  Stoke 
Mandevtn*.  to  Mark  and  <a& 
(nee  Waterworth),  God's 
precious  gift  of  a  daughter, 
Luisa  Elian  Isabella. 


WEIR  -  On  November  Bth 
1997,  to  Sacsh 
and  Keith  Wolr,  a  ton.  Daniel 
Nicholas. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


PLE  HD  EH  LEITH  -  Margaret 
would  like  to  thank  most 
sincerely  all  friends  aud 
coUaagnes  foe  their  kind 
letters,  cards  ana  telephone 
cans  following  her  rad  loss 
of  her  deax  husband  Pr. 
Harold  James  WsndesWth. 


DEATHS 


BARMETr  -  Bsle  Boroetr  MBE 
Case  (town)  dted  P— “fully 
on  Ah  November!  Funeral  to 
tufa,  r* 1*—  on  Mm  si  it  17th 
November  at  BandaBs  l^rk 
Crematorium,  Laatheineod 
at  1730  am.  Femur  flowers 
only.  Donations  >n 
cetebiadon  For  the  W* 
work  of  Elsie  Green  to 
Shakespeare's  Globe  Ttm 
do  Lo»g  burst 

(Dnderakere), 
lm  Eptom,  CT19  88X 
irnrwi  79!SdS. 


DEATHS 


BEANO  -  John  Barry,  hekreed 
husband  of  Ana  sad  father 
of  Annie  and  Christopher. 
Passed  away  peacefully  on 
Monday  November  10th 
1997.  Funeral  Service  will 
be  held  at  Berwick  Church, 
East  Sussex,  on  Thursday 
November  20th  1997  at 
1 1.30  ul  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations,  K  desired, 
to  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  The  Redoubt.  Rond 
Parade,  Eastbourne  BN22 
7AO.  AH  enquiries  to  Thomas 
Rich,  46  South  Road. 
BaJlsham.  East  Sussex. 
(01323)  840019. 

BOSTON  -  On  7th  November  in 
the  Lister  Hospital, 
Westminster,  after  a  tight 
against  cancer.  Elisabeth 
WesdeUne  aged  71,  only 
daughter  of  Vlctur  and  Sarah 
Boston  and  formerly  Cot- 
Funeral  at  More  lake 
Crematorium  at  230  pm  <m 
Thursday  20th  November. 
Donations  if  wished  to 
Imperial  Cancer  Research 
c/o  TJfL  Sanders.  28  Kew 
Road.  Richmond. 

BRALOWEB  -  Alan  Goran. 
Peacafally  on  November 
11th  1997  aged  79  years. 
Much  loved  husband  at  Skit, 
devoted  father  of  Betsy  and 
Bn  and  deax  7a  to  leases 
and  Virginia.  TbaakegMng 
Service  an  Ihumday  20th 
November  si  12  noon  at  St 
Petal's  Church.  Umps&eU, 
Surrey.  RunDy  Dowers  only. 

BUXTON  “  -  On  Sunday 
November  9th  peacefully  In 
Church  Reverend  Dlgby 
Htfd  Bunin  aad  SL  The 


MHMUI  of  ih 

■istes  and  the  first  to  die. 
Funeral  Service  at  St 
Lawreaee  Church, 

Winchester  on  Tuesday  18th 
November  at  11  am.  No 
Do  wua  pious*. 

COOPER  -  Joe,  loved  husband 
of  Sybil,  on  November  11th 
er  home  in  Morelon-in- 
Marsh,  late  of  B  ire  ham, 
Norfolk  and  St  Ooens.  Jersey. 
Aged  82  after  a  long  full  life. 
Funeral  Service  st  fMfcfsy 
Wood  Crematorium. 
Warwickshire,  on  Monday 
November  17th  at  1230  pm. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  if  wished  to  the 
Injured  Jockeys  fund  or  ik* 
RAF  Benevolent  Society  do 
Allen  k  Son,  High  Street, 
Mozenxa-in-Maish,  One. 


SERVICES 


COX  -  Charies  WE  Cox  MM 
Btuneval  Raid  1941.  died 
7th  November  1997. 

aucoara  -  Dorothy  ■’Polly'' 
passed  psaceftcDy  my  or 
Bth  November  sged  89. 
Funeral  Service  at  St 
Joseph**  Romas  Catholic 
Cbnmtt  Nhst  Street;  Havant, 
Hants,  on  Monday  17th 
November  st  11  am, 
followed  by  cremation  at 
Fortchester,  near  Faruham. 
Family  flowers  onlT  or 
donations  If  wished  to  The 
Tartu  Mess  Society.  11-13 
iCscklln  Street.  London. 
WC2B  5NH. 

GABDNER  -  James  Will l», 
M.B.E..  of  We-ybrldge. 
tmaerfuay  at  home  ta  Castet 
Candolfo.  Italy,  m  11th 
November,  aged  82-  Much 
loved  husband  of  ladla  and 
father  of  Marina,  William 
and  Alexia. 

O  ETC  ODD  -  Mrs.  Penny 
Get  good  QAS,  RASC.  On 
November  7th.  aped  86, 
peacefully  at  Sevenoskr. 
with  bar  four  chDdten  at  hex 
side.  Beloved  mother  of 
Valerie,  Tania.  David  and 
Petto;  and  grandmother  of 
four.  Funeral  Service  at  Seal 
Church,  nr.  Bevenoaks.  Kent. 
Friday  November  19th  at 
1UO  am.  Bugs  tries  to 
Welham  Joan.  01732- 
742400. 

HARTUEY  -  Dc  Peter  LH.  late 
of  Wbnbledoa  Park  Road  and 
Exeter  House,  Putney  Heath, 
died  peacefully  at 
Pi— rtnnnwi  Manor  Nursing 
Home,  Barnstaple,  on 
Monday  10th  November. 
Beloved  father  and 
grandfather.  Funeral  at 
North  Devon  Crematorium 
on  Wednesday  29th 
November  mZ30  pan  Family 
flowers  only  please. 

Donatio—  to  British  Heart 
Foundation,  14  Fltahanttnne 
Roed.  London  W1B  4SH. 

HRSCH  -  iota,  much  loved 
father,  mother.  Mead.  unde, 
grandfather  and  Godfather, 
died  on  9th  November  1997 
euddsnly  at  the  Loudon 
Bridge  HospltaL  Memorial 
Service  at  Chelsea  Old 
Church  on  2lsx  November  at 
2  JO  pm.  Family  flowers 


MARS  -  David,  husband  of 
Sylvia  Mary,  father  of 
notpye  end  OiwUr,  died  at 
home  on  Tuesday  12th 
November.  Cremation  at 
Poncbester  on  Wednesday 
19tb  November  at  1230  pm. 
Family  flowers  only  please. 
Poaidws  if  wished  to  Merle 
Curie  Cancer  Care,  28 
Belgzuve  Square,  London 
SW1X8QG. 


KE6SAM- Christopher  fflehaal 
beloved  son  of  flisriss  ad 
Pbmela  BorfU,  after  *  log 
bottle  courageously  fought, 
pssstii  peacefully  away  on 
Sunday  November  9th. 
Funeral  November  18th  12 
noon  Holy  Innocents 
Church,  faiiiienvwict  Kind. 
Hammersmith  W&.  No 
flowers  ptease,  donations  to 
St  Stephens  Aids  Trust  for 
Research  at  the  Omtsee  and 
Westminster  Hospital. 
Charity  Kg,  10O223S. 


KKtoHT  -  ESa  on  November 
12th,  at  the  age  of  94, 
peacefully  tf  her  heme  in 
the  Isle  of  MuIL  Moused  by 
her  family  and  many  friends. 


KA&AHCOS  -  Peggy  Diana 
(■aim  Swindon),  bora  26th 
April  1918.  .  died  1  llh 
November  1997.  loving 
mother  to  Diana  aud 
Anthony  and  the 
grandchildren.  Funeral 
Service  Kent  County 
Crematorium  TO  am  14th 
November,  followed  by 
Memorial  Service  at  Holy 
Trinity  Brampton,  London, 
3pm.  afterwards  the  Pelham 
Hotel.  Flowers  to  Holy 
Trinity  and  a&  p  m 

Parkinson’*  secure. 


Flnots.  Following  a  private 
cremation,  there  will  be  a 
memorial  service  at  at  fobs*. 
Hartley  Wlntney  en 
Wednesday  36th  November 
at  1230  pm  Faadly  fleams 
only.  Donation*  to  The  Royal 
Sot  and  Garter  Home  c/o 
Andrew  Holmes  »  Son,  378 
Richmond  Reed.  East 
Tufehraham,  TW1  2DK. 

PARKBR  -  At  heme  In  Us  «Oth 
year  after  an  fllovss  borne 
with  most  courageous 
chrerf  nines*,  Max 

SomervlUt,  a  dearly  loved 
hashead,  c an.  brottwr  and 
son-fn-Iaw.  Cremation  in 
private. 

FEWTWg  -  Momma  Frank  <* 
Prlston-on-Sea  died 

R tactfully  oh  12  th 
ovember  After  a  short 
Jllaese,  lost  three  weeks 
short  «f  hie  90th  birthday. 
Beloved  husband  of 
Josephine  and  the  late 
Efleen-He  (rates  three  sons: 
Christopher.  Jeremy  and 
Nigel  and  numerous  grand 
and  greet-graadchDdren  who 
wm  dandy  miss  Ma- Private 
famOy  cremarfen.  Service  of 

Thanksgiving  to  be  arranged 

aerie  Dareraban  For  details 
teh  CO  1205)  231000,  fuc 
(01206)  231132. 


Frederick  w  Palae,  Funeral 
Director*.  102  High  Street, 
Teddtngun.  TW11  8JD.  Tel 
0181  977  1827. 


TA1T  «  On  Norerabur  10th 
suddenly  but  pour* fully  ti 
her  home.  High  syto  House, 
Broughton  la  Pnaess, 
Brands  aged  78  year*, 
beloved  wife  o t  Onto. 


TEWBON  -  Ann  (re  KesgateX 
wife  of  the  lata  Geoffrey 
Trireoo,  on  November  SOl 
Fuaera]  Service  at  Rtwrtana 
Park  Crematorium, 
Laafhariteart,  on  Wwtnecday 
19th  November  at  L30  pm. 
Baqniries  to  F.W.  Prina.  108 
fflghjtouvt.  Esher.  (01372) 


MUM  -  Offered  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Medicine. 
Peacefully  on  November 
10th  1997  aged  91. 
Husband  of  the  late 
Kathleen  and  father  or 
Jeremy  and  FeHcUy.  Pnneml 
■ngulriev  to  Jobs  Arafaa 
Funeral  Directors,  toll 
0142S-dS3Q19. 


PRINCESS  DIANA 

antograpbs  wanted 

f  especially  Christmas  . 
cards)  • 

Paying  at  least  £750 
Contact;  Nate  Sanders, 
3639  Manhattan  A  venae. 
Apt  292,  Hcsmoea  Beach, 
CafiTornta  98254 
USA. 

Tot  O0 1  310937  2240 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


ALL  TICKETS! 

I  England  V  Australia  I 
“England  VS.  Africa1 
|  England  V  N.  ZeaTdf 

1  Rwb  Nattcins.  WvrttiMon  ” 
VOasts,  tha  Ysniv,  P  Coftrsff 

*  WestEndShows  I 
■Any  ’Sold  Out*  Evertl 

J  Tet  M7L247  4T23  ! 

|CtegctofaAec.R«aftJ)wtol 


TICKETS 
World  Qqj  France  ’98 
■ByCTYVMQN 
Eng  V  Australia 
Eng  V  Socffi  Africa 
Eng  V  New  Zealand 
Five  Nations  Rugby 

CHICAGO.  PHANTOM. 

.  OASQ.T1E  YHtVE 
eocw  JOHS.  P  COLLINS 
All  pop.  theme  A 


01713234480 


DOMESTIC 

DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


DOMESTIC 

DIRECTORY 


Looking  for  Domestic  Staff  ? 

,  Battery  -  Homctcepers  -  Coofatt^ft  ' 
^Eane  Managrawnt  -  Vafets  -  C2iao€few* 

■  Gardcncra- Ao  Paia:  &  Nannies  -  ■ 

Yoo  wiU  find  them  all  here  every  Monday  it  : 

THE  DOMESTIC  DBRECTORlf 

■  ’  -Special  btiuAkluiy  raua  avrllriih: 

.  to  wh«h*craE<ac  0(7 1  6806683 
On^iddry-Qd)  today  - 
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MAJOR-GENERAL  PIP’  ROBERTS 
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MajorCeaeral  G.  P.  B. 
rP»PT  Robots.  CB,  DSO 
and  two  Bars.  MC.  died 
On  his  91st  birthday. 
He  was  born  on 

Novembers.  1906. 


The  outstanding  Brit¬ 
ish  armoured  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Second 
World  War.  “Pip" 
came  10  Prominence 
in  1942  when  his  brigade 
blunted  the  assault  of  the 
German  Afrika  Korps  d urine 
Montgomerys  battle  of  Alarh 
Haifa.  This  put  paid  to  Rom¬ 
mel’S  last  attempt  to  break 
through  the  El  Alamein  line  at 
the  end  of  August 
Thereafter  Roberts  com¬ 
manded  armoured  formations 
with  outstanding  success  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  North 
African  campaign,  and  from 
Normandy  to  the  Baltic  in 
Northwest  Europe. 

).  The  nickname  “Pip”  could 
not  have  been  more  appropri¬ 
ate.  A  small,  alert  and  dynam¬ 
ic  leader  with  a  light  touch  and 
nice  sense  of  humour,  he  was 
universally  popular  in  die 
Army.  His  extraordinary  bat¬ 
tle  sense  and  tactical  flair  for 
armoured  warfare  enabled 
him  to  inspire  battle- winning 
confidence  in  his  men,  and  the 
trust  of  his  superiors.  More¬ 
over,  he  was  one  of  the  bravest 
of  men,  who  must  have  sur¬ 
vived  more  shot  and  shell  than 
almost  any  other  commander. 
Three  DSOs  and  an  MC  are 
not  lightly  won. 

Educated  at  Marlborough 
and  Sandhurst,  George  Philip 
Bradley  Roberts  was  commis¬ 
sioned  into  die  Royal  Tank 
Corps  in  1926.  By  1938,  he  was 
adjutant  of  the  6th  Royal  Tank 
Regiment  in  Egypt 
He  was  DAQMG  of  Arm- 
.  tiured  Division  when  the  Ital- 
Jfians  invaded  Egypt  in  1940; 
brigade  major  of  its  4th  Arm¬ 
oured  Brigade  during  O’Con¬ 
nor’s  victorious  campaign, 
which  destroyed  the  Italian. 
10th  Army  in  the  winter  of 
1940-41;  GSQ2  of  7th  .Armour¬ 
ed  Division  during  Brevity 
and  Battleaxe,  Wavdl’s  two 
abortive  attempts  to  relieve 
Tobruk  in  the  summer  of  1941; 
and  AQMG  erf  30th  Corps 
during  the  Crusader  offensive, 
Auchinleck's  pyrrbic  victory 
over  Rommel  that  autumn. 

He  was  given  command  of 


the  3rd  Royal  'tenk  Regiment 
m  January  1942.  and  ms  first 
tank  tattle  came  at  the  end  of 
May,  in  die  opening  pfawae  of 
the  Battle  of  Gazala,  when 
Rommel  drove  round,  the  des¬ 
ert  flank  of  the  Eighth  Army 
and  tried  to  destroy  it  bom  the 
rear.  Roberts’*  regiment,  with 
two  squadrons  of  American 
Grant  tanks  and  one  of  light 
American  “Honeys’*,  was  part 
of  4th  Armoured  Brigade, 
which  attempted  to  stop,  the 
first  onrush  of  the  Afrika 
Korps.  Although  he  handled 
his  regiment  skilfully,  the  tank 
losses  were  heavy.  Next  day  an 
88mm  anti-tank  round  passed 
right  through  his  tank  but  he 
survived.  Ten  days  later,  in  the 
fighting  around  the  “caul¬ 
dron”,  he  was  badly  wounded 
when  he  had  a  second  tank 
shot  from  under  him. 

Kt  again  by  the  end  of  July, 
he  was  given  command  of 
22nd  Armoured  Brigade  de¬ 
ployed  on  the  vital  Alam  Haifa 
Ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  El  Ala- 
mein  Line.  Montgomery  arri¬ 
ved  soon  afterwards  and  deci¬ 
ded  that  if  RahsQnel  tried  to  go 
round  the  southern  flank 
again,  he  would  be  trapped  in 
a  cauldron  of  Montgomery’s 
own  making  below  Alam  Hai¬ 
fa.  Rommel  did  make  the  at¬ 
tempt  on  August  31.  His  Afrika 
Korps  ran  into  Roberts's  bri¬ 
gade  in  well-chosen  hull-down 
positions  on  the  western  end  of 
the  ridge,. It  was  a  dose-run 
tiling,  but  Roberts's  brigade 
indicted  enough  damage  on. 
die  German  tanks  to  force  the 
Afrika  Korps  to  recaTL  Three 
days  later  Rommel  gave  up  his 
last  attempt  to  reach  the  Suez 

Tanal 

Alam  Haifa  brought  Rob¬ 
erts  to  the  notice  of  Montgom¬ 
ery.  and  forged  a  long-lasting 
link  between  Roberts  and 
General  Sir  Brian  Horrocks, 
his  corps  commander.  In  the 
Battle  of  El  Alamein  at  the  end 
of  October.  Roberts's  brigade 
played  a  prominent  part  in 
breaching  the  minefields  in 
the  southern  sector  of  the  front 
and  in  .  the  final  breakout 
phase  as  part  of  7th  Armoured 
Division,  then  commanded  by 
John  Harding  (lata-  field 
Marshal  Lord  Harding),  with 
whom  he  also  established  a 
dose  rapport 

In  the  subsequent  pursuit  of 
Rommel’s  defeated  Panzer 


“Pip”  Roberts,  left,  with  Major-General  Sir  Allan  Adair,  Bt,  outside  the  Imperial  War 
Museum  in  1984*  at  a  ceremony  to  marie  the  anniversary  of  the  liberation  of  Belgium 
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Army.  22nd  Armoured  Bri¬ 
gade  operated  under  Mont¬ 
gomery’s  command.  And 
when  John  Harding  was 
wounded  near  Tarhuna, 
Montgomery  sent .  Roberts  to 
take  over  7th  Armoured  Divi¬ 
sion.  which  he  cordmanded 
temporarily  until  it  entered 
Tripoli  in  January  1943. 

Meanwhile,  1st  Army  was  in 
difficulties  in  French  North  Af¬ 
rica  and  needed  experienced 
tank  commanders.  Robots 
was  released  by  Montgomery 
to  command  26th  Armoured 
Brigade  in  6th  Armoured  Di¬ 
vision  on  the  Tunisian  front. 


Peter  Bali  northern 
football  correspondent  of 
The  Tunes,  died  from 
leukaemia  on  November 
II  aged  54.  He  was  bom 
on  April  13, 1943.  . 

MANY  spuitswi  iters  excel  at 
live  reporting  of  events,  col¬ 
ourful  features  or  trenchant 
opinion  pieces.  Although  Peter 
Ball  was  sufficiently  versatile 
to  be  able  to  carry  out  these 
tasks  of  daily  journalism  with 
consistent  competence,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  football  and  cricket 
his  rare  talent  was  in  coaxing 
information  out  of  players  and 
managers  to  illuminate  how 
they  did  their  jobs.  He  had  the 
gift  of  even  making  the  mun¬ 
dane  seem  interesting. 

His  book  Only  a  Game?, 


With  them  he  broke  through 
tiie  Fonduk  Pass  in  April,  and 
led  the  derisive  thrust  for 
Tunis  in  May.  giving  the  coup 
de  grace  at  Hammam  Lif. 

Battle-hardened,  Roberts 
was  then  sent  back  to  England 
to  help  to  prepare  far  the  inva¬ 
sion  of  Europe.  Recommended 
by  Montgomery  for  the  com¬ 
mand  of  an  armoured  divi¬ 
sion,  he  had  to  mark  time  com¬ 
manding  30th  Armoured  Brig¬ 
ade  for  a  few  months  until  Ilth 
Armoured  Division,  ear¬ 
marked  for  Normandy,  be¬ 
came  available  for  him  in 
November  1943.  He  had  risen 


from  captain  to  major-general 
in  three  years,  and  took  over 
his  division  at  just  37. 

Under  his  command,  11th 
Armoured  Division  became 
tiie  most  trusted  and  thrusting 
of  Montgomery's  three  arm¬ 
oured  divisions  in  Northwest 
Europe,  playing  a  successful 
part  in  all  of  the  major  tank 
battles  in  the  beachhead:  first 
Epsom,  then  Goodwood  and 
finally  BfaecoaL 

After  the  crossing  of  the 
Seine.  Roberts  led  Montgom¬ 
erys  advance  across  northern 
France,  surprising  and  captur¬ 
ing  not  only  the  German 


PETER  BALL 


the  diaiy  of  a  season  with 
Millwall  in  the  1970s  through 
the  eyes  of  Eamonn  Dunphy, 
the  Republic  of  Ireland  inter¬ 
national,  was  exceptional.  It 
became  the  standard  by  which 
similar  books  were  judged, 
and  was  exceeded  in  aedarm 
only  with  the  publication  of 
Fever  Fitch  by  Nick  Hornby 
more  than  a  decade  later. 
Hornby's  original  work  con¬ 
sisted  of  his  own  memories  as 
a  supporter,  whereas  Ball  had 
to  convey  the  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  a  player. 

He  was  much  respected 
among  journalists  for  his  ana¬ 
lysis  of  games,  but  he  never 
allowed  his  fondness  for  Man¬ 
chester  United  and  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Cricket  Gub  to 
Influence  his  reporting.  AF 
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though  modest  and  setf-effao- 
int».  he  expressed  strong 
opinions  both  vocally  and  in 
print,  but  not  with  any  boister¬ 
ous  assertion. 

Brought  up  by  his  mother 
and  aunt  in  Kent  and  Essex, 
he  was  educated  at  Sutton 
Valence  School.  In  1965,  he 
went  to  Sussex  University, 
then  enjoying  a  fashionable 
popularity  with  the  young,  to 
read  history.  Ball  flourished  in 
the  open  atmosphere  of  a  new 
and  stridently  coeducational 
university.  He  drove  a  bat¬ 
tered  Mini,  tiie  first  of  a  series 
of  much-loved  cars,  ate  and 
drank  expansively  with  the 
Hedonists,  the  students’  din¬ 
ing  dub,  and  represented  the 
university  at  cricket,  success¬ 
fully  bowling  off  spinners.  He 
was  later  a  member  of  the 
MCC,  qualifying  by  playing. 

After  a  stint  as  a  supply 
teacher,  assisting  at  the  Beth¬ 
lehem  and  Maudsley  Hospi¬ 
tals.  he  won  a  history 
scholarship  to  the  University 
of  California,  Los  Angeles, 
where  he  took  an  MA.  He 
returned  to  his  teaching  posts 
in  London  in  1971  before 
persuading  Time  Out,  then  in 
the  first  flush  of  success,  to  run 
a  regular  sports  section.  He 
became  hs  first  sports  editor. 

Only  a  Game?  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  1978  and  immediate¬ 
ly  gave  him  a  new  status  in 
spo rewriting.  Although  he 
tried  radio  broadcasting,  he 
never  feh  as  content  behind 
the  mianphone  as  behind  a 
typewriter.  He  began  report¬ 
ing  for  The  Times  in  the  mid- 
1980s.  After  a  spell  as  football 
corresponent  of  the  London 
Daily  News,  the  short-lived  24- 
hour  newspaper,  he  returned 


garrison  of  Amiens  with  a 
rapid  night  march,  but  also 
General  Eberbach,  who  had 
just  taken  over  command  of 
the  German  7th  Army.  He 
went  on  to  take  Antwerp  at  the 
beginning  of  September. 

During  tiie  fighting  in  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  the  pursuit  across 
France.  Roberts  was  largely 
responsible  fra-  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  mixed  brigade 
concept  adopted  by  the 
armoured  divisions.  For  the 
open  desert  their  brigades  had 
been  predominantly  armour¬ 
ed  or  infantry:  in  dose  Euro¬ 
pean  country,  tanks  needed 
far  more  infantry  support  so 
Roberts  developed  die  more 
flexible  organisation,  in  which 
the  mix  of  armour  and  infan¬ 
try  could  be  tactically  varied. 

The  armoured  divisions 
were  at  a  grave  disadvantage 
in  winter,  fighting  in  the 
Rhineland.  However,  as  soon 
as  the  Rhine  was  crossed  in 
March.  Roberts's  division  was 
in  the  lead  once  more,  fighting 
its  way  across  Germany  to 
Lubeck  on  the  Baltic  coast, 
liberating  the  concentration 
camp  victims  at  Belsen  on  the 
way.  He  always  contended 
that,  had  Eisenhower  not  for¬ 
bidden  it  he  oould  have 
crossed  the  Elbe  and  bear  in 
Berlin  before  the  Russians. 

Instead,  he  had  a  final  task 
of  issuing  orders  to  Grand 
Admiral  Doenitz.  Hitler’s  re¬ 
luctant  successor,  and  Held 
Marshal  Keitel,  bead  of  OKW, 
at  Flensburg  on  the  Danish 
frontier. 

He  was  appointed  Director 
of  the  Royal  Armoured  Corps 
in  tiie  War  Office  in  1948.  He 
decided,  however,  that  on  his 
army  salary  he  could  not 
educate  his  children,  and  in 
1949  he  joined  Huntley  ft 
Palmers,  tiie  biscuit  manufac¬ 
turers.  When  he  retired  from 
business,  he  settled  in  Majorca 
until  his  wife  Desirte,  whom 
he  had  married  in  1936.  died  in 
1979.  His  second  wife;  whom 
he  married  in  1980,  was  Anne 
Cornelia,  the  widow  of  Briga¬ 
dier  J.  K.  Greenwood,  a  for¬ 
mer  colleague  of  his  in  the 
Royal  Tank  Regiment  She 
survives  him,  with  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  of  his  first 
marriage. 

His  book.  From  the  Desert 
to  the  Baltic,  provides  a  good 
light  account  of  all  his  battles. 


to  The  Times  and  was  taken  on 
the  staff  in  1992.  He  subse¬ 
quently  covered  football 
across  the  North  of  England, 
and  reported  both  the  1994 
World  Cup  and  1996  Euro¬ 
pean  campfonship.  He  also 
frequently  accompanied  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  team 
abroad  during  their  heyday 
under  the  managership  of 
Jackie  Charlton. 

For  the  last  15  years,  he  was 
much  in  demand  as  an  author. 
He  wrote  books  on  football 
with  figures  such  as  Alex  Fer¬ 
guson,  Jackie  Charlton.  Tbny 
Woodcock  and  Ptter  Reid.  On 
each  occasion,  he  used  his  skill 
at  listening  and  then  convey¬ 
ing  the  meaning  exactly  to 
readers.  His  bode  with  the 
England  cricketer  Graeme 
Fowler,  entitled  Fax  on  the 
Run,  was  tiie  Channel  4 
Sports  Book  of  the  Year. 

Ball  was  entranced  by  tiie 
idiosyncrasies  of  sport,  and 
edited  five  editions  of  The 
Book  of  Football  Quotations 
(with  Phil  Shaw)  and  The 
Book  of  Cricket  Quotations 
(with  David  Hopps).  Since 
1985  his  Sports  Quotes  of  the 
Year  in  The  Times  have  been 
an  entertaining  feature  of  the 
Christmas  season. 

Like  many  journalists,  he 
needed  an  impending  dead¬ 
line  to  produce  his  work.  Al¬ 
ways  eager  to  write,  he  found 
his  illness  this  year  increasing¬ 
ly  frustrating.  He  was  looking 
forward  to  returning  to  the 
world  that  he  so  enjoyed, 
although  when  he  finally  real¬ 
ised  that  this  was  impossible, 
he  accepted  it  with  fortitude. 

His  marriage  to  Sarah  was 
dissolved  four  years  ago.  He 
leaves  three  sons. 


SIR  LINCOLN 
HALLINAN 


Sir  Lincoln  HalUnan, 
Stipendiary  Magistrate 

and  former  Lord  Mayor 
of  Cardiff,  died  oo 

November  2  aged  74-  He 
was  born  on 
November  13. 1922. 

LINCOLN  HALLINAN  was  a 
powerful  presence  in  the  pro¬ 
fessional  and  public  life  of 
Cardiff  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  Professionally,  he 
was  a  stylish  advocate,  who 
became  a  Crown  Court  re¬ 
corder  and  later  the  Welsh 
capital’s  stipendiary  magis¬ 
trate.  But  he  also  maintained  a 
high  profile  by  his  activities 
outside  court  —  in  local  gov¬ 
ernment  and  such  areas  as  the 
arts  and  conservation. 

He  was  three  times  a  Con¬ 
servative  candidate  for  Parlia¬ 
ment,  twice  fighting  George 
Thomas  in  Cardiff  West.  It  is 
said  that  the  future  Lord  Tony- 
pandy  never  forgave  him. 
Having  lost,  Halfinan  then 
settled  down  to  local  politics. 
Elected  to  Cardiff  City  Council 
at  27  —  its  youngest  member 
at  the  time  —  he  remained  on 
h  for  25  years.  He  chaired  its 
education  committee  for  eight 
of  them,  throughout  the  turbu¬ 
lent  period  of  change  to  com¬ 
prehensive  schools. 

Then  he  crowned  his  local 
government  career  by  becom¬ 
ing  Lord  Mayor  in  1969,  the 
year  of  the  ftince  of  Wales’s 
Investiture.  An  oil  painting  of 
Hallinan  and  the  Prince 
hangs  in  Cardiff’s  City  Hall. 

He  played  a  leading  roie  in 
developing  tiie  Welsh  College 
of  Music  and  Drama,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Caridff  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Art  He  helped  to  found 
Cardiff's  Civic  Trust  and  a 
South  Wales  branch  of  the  Vic¬ 
torian  Society,  winning  the 
support  of  John  Betjeman  in 
his  battles  to  conserve  tiie 
city's  Victorian  heritage.  Yet 
for  all  his  public  celebrity, 
what  few  people  knew  about 
him  was  that  his  initial  inten¬ 
tion  had  been  to  become  a 
monk. 

Adrian  Lincoln  Hallinan 
was  the  son  of  Sir  Charles 
Hallinan,  a  prosperous  Car¬ 
diff  solicitor  whose  family  had 
migrated  from  Ireland  during 
the  potato  famine.  ‘‘Charlie" 
HalUnan.  who  was  himself  to 
become  Lord  Mayor,  had 
wanted  to  call  his  son  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln.  But  his  wife 
flatly  refused,  eventually 
agreeing  to  compromise  on 
the  “Lincoln". 

He  went  to  Downside,  re¬ 
flecting  the  family’s  (and  espe¬ 
cially  his  mother's)  Roman 
Catholicism,  and  then  entered 
a  monastery  as  a  novice.  As 
his  brother  was  a  monk,  his 
unde  an  abbot  and  two  of  his 
aunts  were  nuns,  the  decision 
was  not  altogether  surprising. 

After  18  months,  however, 
he  left  to  fight  in  the  Second 
World  War.  He  was  commis¬ 
sioned  into  the  Rifle  Brigade 
in  1942  but,  to  his  intense  dis¬ 
appointment  was  kept  in  this 


country  because  of  his  suscep¬ 
tibility  to  asthma.  He  was 
posted  to  Germany  and  Jersey 
only  when  the  war  was  over. 

He  remained  in  the  Army 
until  1947,  getting  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  to  fight  a  by-election  at 
Aberdare  in  1946 — but,  unlike 
Michael  Heseltine  at  Gower 
in  the  1959  general  election, 
was  briefly  recalled  to  the  col¬ 
ours  once  the  contest  was  over. 
Demobbed  in  1947,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  monastery,  but 
stayed  only  six  months,  be¬ 
coming  convinced  that  a  con¬ 
templative’s  life  was  not  for 
him. 

Instead,  he  read  for  the  Bar. 
before  being  called  in  1950  — 
appropriately  enough  by  Lin¬ 
coln's  Inn.  He  then  practised 
at  the  Criminal  Bar  on  the 
Wales  and  Chester  Circuit, 
displaying  a  talent  for  win¬ 
ning  over  juries  by  his  elo¬ 
quence.  He  was  made  a  recor¬ 
der  in  1972  and  stipendiary 
magistrate  for  Cardiff  five 
years  later. 

Elected  to  the  city  council  in 
1949.  he  was  an  alderman  at 
39  and  remained  on  the  coun¬ 
cil  until  tiie  1974  local  govern¬ 
ment  changes.  He  wrote  a  fur¬ 
ious  letter  to  The  Times  de¬ 
nouncing  these  changes, 
which  had  left  Wales's  capital 
until  only  a  district  council. 

He  was  made  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant  for  Glamorgan  in 
1969.  and  his  other  honours 
included  that  of  a  Chevalier  of 
tiie  French  Legion  d*honneur 
— -  reflecting  Cardiff’s  “twin¬ 
ning*  with  Nantes. 

A  flamboyant  performer  in 
court  and  tiie  council  cham¬ 
ber.  Lincoln  Hallinan  virtual¬ 
ly  invited  controversy  at  times, 
once  antagonising  striking 
teachers  by  declaring:  “We  are 
masters,  and  they  the  ser¬ 
vants.”  His  outspokenness 
and  caprices  on  tiie  bench 
could  also  sometimes  land 
him  in  hot  water.  A  woman 
defendant  once  threw  a  shoe  at 
him.  “Not  a  very  good  shot  is 
she?"  he  drily  commented  in  a 
stage  whisper  to  the  clerk. 

He  had  his  full  quota  of 
enemies  and  detractors.  Hi s 
1971  knighthood,  it  was  said, 
came  a  year  later  than  it 
should  have  done  because  the 
former  Welsh  Secretary, 
George  Thomas,  not  one  to 
forget  an  old  foe,  had  blocked 
it  But  Hallinan  never  lost  his 
sense  of  humour  and  enjoyed 
tiie  great  gift  of  laughing  at 
himself.  Politically,  he  was  a 
very  liberal,  nan-doctrinaire 
Tory. 

He  collected  commemora¬ 
tive  artefacts,  publishing  a 
study  on  British  Commemora- 
tives  last  year.  He  was  also  an 
authority  an  antiques. 

He  married  his  wife  Mary 
in  1955.  A  fellow  barrister,  she 
had  joined  his  Cardiff  cham¬ 
bers,  despite  strong  opposition 
from  the  young  Hallinan  who 
was  then  unimpressed  by 
female  advocates.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  and  by  their  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 
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NOBEL  PRIZE  AWARDS 

LITERATURE.  PHYSICS, 

AND  CHEMISTRY 

BERLIN.  NOV.  12 
A  Stockholm  message  announces  that  Herr 
Tbomas  Mann  has  been  awarded  this  year’s 
Nobel  Prize  for  literature.  He  is  the  fifth 
German  to  receive  die  Prize,  the  others  being: 
Theodor  Mommsen  [I9QZ).  Rudolf  Eudcen 
(1908).  Kart  Heyse  (1910),  and  Gerhart 
Hauptmann  (19121. 

Herr  Thomas  Mann,  who  is  himself  a 
Lfibecker,  is  possiNy  best  known  through  the 
"Buddenhrooks  "a  story  of  the  rise  and  fall  of 
a  Hanseatic  trading  dynasty.  At  the  time 
when  hr  wrote  "Buddazhrooks"  he  was  much 
under  the  influence  of  the  Scandinavian 
novelists,  living  as  he  did  in  a  German  Free 
City  which  has  the  closest  of  associations  with 
Scandinavia,  and  this  has  given  him  a 
particular  pleasure  in  the  award  of  the  Prize. 
Other  wdHmown  novels  of  his  are  “Der 
kleine  Herr  Friedemann"  and  “Tristan."  He  is 
at  present  engaged  on  a  two-volume  novel, 
“Joseph  and  ms  Brethren."  This  is  far  Herr 
Mann  entirely  new  ground. 

STOCKHOLM.  Nov  12-TheNobd  Prize  for 
Physics  for  1928  has  been  awarded  to 


ON  THIS  DAY 

November  13, 1929 


The  awarding  of  the  Nobel  Prize  for 
Literature  to  Thomas  Mann  (1875-1955) 
was  regarded  by  many  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  his  position  as  perhaps  the 
greatest  novelist  in  Europe. 


Professor  Owen  WiDans  Richardson,  Yarrow 
Research  Professor  of  the  Keys/  Society  and 
Director  of  Research  in  Physics  at  King’s 
College  London, 

Hie  Nobel  Prize  for  Physics  far  1929  has 
been  awarded  to  the  Due  de  Broglie.  The 
award  to  the  Due  de  Broglie  is  mode  on 
account  of  Ins  discovery  of  the  undulating 
nature  of  electrons. 

The  1928  prize  is  awarded  fay  the  Academy 
of  Science  to  Professor  Richardson  for  his 
discovery  of  the  fundamental  physical  law 
known  as  the  "Richardson  law,”  which 
governs  the  motion  of  efearons  emanating 


from  hot  bodies.  This  formula  constitutes  the 
basis  of  the  action  of  the  wireless  valve,  upon 
which  wireless  telephony  and  broadcasting 

depend.  -  Reuter. 

CHESS  CHAMPIONSHIP  OF  WORLD 

FHOM  OUR  CHESS  CORRESPONDENT) 

Dr  A.  Alekhine  retains  the  Chess  Champ¬ 
ionship  of  the  World,  his  maid)  with  E.D. 
Bogoljubow  having  been  finished  at  Wies¬ 
baden  yesterday,  when  the  25th  game  was 
drawn. 

The  first  arrangements  far  the  match  were 
that  30  games  were  to  be  played,  but 
yesterday^  message  stated  that  the  match  is 
now  finished,  Alekhine  having  won  11  games 
to  the  five  of  Bogoljubow.  with  nine  games 
drawn.  With  only  fire  games  to  be  played  out 
of  the  original  30,  Bogoljubow  had  no  chance 
of  even  equalising,  and  so  one  of  the  most 
curious  matches  in  the  history  of  world  chess 
championships  has  come  to  an  end. 

That  Alekhine  would  wjn  was  a  foregone 
conclusion,  judging  fay  all  one  knew  of  the 
form  of  bath  players,  but  Bogoljubow  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  he  has  inflicted  more 
defeats  on  Alekhine  than  the  laner  has  ever 
suffered  in  any  previous  match.  The  games 
themselves  have  been  a  curious  mixture  of 
good  and  bad  play,  the  latter  predominating 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  match. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997 


Ecclestone  offered  second  big  gift 


■  Bemie  Ecclestone  was  proposing  a  second  big  donation  to 
the  Labour  Party  on  top  of  the  £1  million  he  gave  in  January. 

Neither  Tony  Blair  nor  other  Labour  leaders  have  made  any 
public  mention  of  a  second  gift  during  the  turmoil  of  the  past 
few  days  —  although  the  party  raised  it  with  the  standards 
watchdog  Sir  Patrick  Neill  last  week.  Last  night's  disclosure  of 
this  second  offer  from  the  Formula  One  motor  racing  supremo 
is  certain  to  fuel  Tory  allegations  of  a  cover-up  _ _ Page  I 


Biggs  stays  in  Brazil 

■  Ronnie  Biggs.  68,  the  Great  Train  Robber,  will  see  out  his 
days  in  the  safety  and  warmth  of  Rio  de  Janiero.  The  Brazilian 
Supreme  Court  rejected  Britain's  application  to  bring  him  back 
to  finish  his  30-year  prison  sentence  despite  a  new  extradition 
treaty.  The  Home  Office  said  it  would  not  try  again _ Page  1 


Thousands  tagged 

The  Home  Secretary  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  read  the  last 
riles  over  the  Conservative  polity 
of  "prison  works".  Three  thou¬ 
sand  inmates  will  be  freed  early 
on  electronic  tags - Page  1 


IRA  infighting 

New  evidence  of  IRA  infighting 
emerged  when  dissidents  claimed 
the  bulk  of  a  top  IRA  "battalion" 
had  resigned  and  joined  those 
challenging  the  peace  strategy  of 
Gerry  Adams - Page  2 


Golden  Devon 

Britain'S  largest  gold  strike  has 
been  made  by  Minmet,  an  Irish- 
based  company,  near  Crediton  in 
Devon.  But  the  goldfield  named 
Watford  Gap  has  so  far  yielded 
only  small  deposits Page  II 

Mercedes  disaster 

Safety  doubts  over  the  stability  of 
the  new  Mercedes  “baity"  A-class 
model  have  stopped  assembly 
lines  and  caused  a  multi-million 
pound  public  relations 
disaster - Page  13 


Top  preacher 

The  Rev  Paul  Walker,  who  ad¬ 
mits  he  tried  sex,  drugs  and  Bud¬ 
dhism  before  opting  for  the 
Church  of  England,  won  the 
Preacher  of  the  Year  Award.  His 
subject  was  holiness _ _ Page  3 

Out  to  lunch 

Meals  on  Wheels  delivered  lunch 
to  Clarence  House  but  the  Queen 
Mother  declined  because  she  had 
an  engagement  with  the  Canadi¬ 
an  High  Commissioner— Page  7 

Council  pensions 

Pension  funds  for  millions  of 
local  authority  workers  are  in 
crisis  because  so  many  have  tak¬ 
en  advantage  of  early  retirement 
packages - - Pages  8, 21 

Judge  jailed 

A  former  county  court  judge  was 
jailed  for  28  days  alter  admitting 
his  third  drink-driving  offence  in 
12  years.  He  had  already  resigned 
from  the  bench  — - Page  10 


Iraq  travel  ban 

The  United  Nations  Security 
Council  agreed  to  a  symbolic 
tightening  of  sanctions  on  Iraq  by 
imposing  a  travel  ban  on  Iraqi 
officials  who  seldom  leave  the 
country _ Pages  14  21 

Karachi  shootings 

Four  Americans  and  a  Pakistani 
were  shot  dead  in  the  centre  of 
Karachi,  probably  by  Islamic  ex¬ 
tremists  in  an  apparent 
reprisal - Page  15 

On  the  gravy  train 

Members  of  the  European  Parlia¬ 
ment  are  enriching  themselves 
with  padded  expenses,  according 
to  an  investigation  by  German 
television . . — Page  16 


Arafat’s  illness 

Yassir  Arafat,  the  veteran  Pales¬ 
tinian  leader,  has  an  unnamed 
degenerative  disease  and  ma¬ 
noeuvres  to  succeed  him  have 
begun— . . . . Page  17 


Shoppers  under  the  influence  of  music 


■  A  jaunty  accordion  tune  inspires  supermarket  shoppers  to 
buy  French  wine,  while  bierkeller  music  has  them  reaching  for 
German  wine.  Psychologists  at  Leicester  University  installed  a 
tape  deck  on  the  top  shelf  of  a  display  of  wine  in  the  Asda  store 
in  Oadby,  Leicestershire,  and  found  that  musical  “fit"  has  a 
profound  effect  on  product  choice - Pages  11, 21 


BMONWAUffiH 


Mary  Robinson.  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  receiving  a  world  citizenship  award  from  Gill  Guides  in  London 


Barclays:  The  clearing  bank  sold 
die  equity  and  advisory  business  of 
BZW  for  £100  million  to  Credit 
Suisse  first  Boston,  the  Swiss- 
owned  merchant  bank - Page  25 

Nursing  homes:  Care  First  the 
nursing  home  company  beset  by 
boardroom  disputes,  is  hoping  to 
defeat  a  £241  million  takeover  bid 
from  Bupa,  the  health  insurance 
and  hospitals  group _ Page  25 

Economy:  The  American  Federal 
Open  Market  Committee  decided 
to  leave  US  interest  rates  on  hold 

for  another  month _ Page  25 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  index  fell 
73 3  points  to  close  at  4720.4.  Ster¬ 
ling’s  trade-weighted  index  rose 
from  IQ3.S  to  104.4  after  a  rise  from 
$1.7042  to  $1.7058  and  from 
DM2.9169  to  DM2.9399 _ Page  28 


Tennis:  Greg  Rusedski  lost  6-4  7-5 
to  the  world  No  I  Pete  Sampras  in 
the  ATP  world  championship  in 
Hanover.  It  was  his  second  defeat 
in  the  group  matches - Page  48 

Football:  Ian  Wrightls  failure  to 
score  in  the  past  four  Premiership 
games  has  prompted  lengthy  ana¬ 
lysis  during  England's  prepara¬ 
tions  for  their  match  against 
Cameroon . — ~  Page.  44 


Rugby  union:  Sean  Fitzpatrick,  the 
New  Zealand  captain,  will  miss  the 
opening  international  match  of 
then-  tour  against  Ireland  because 
of  a  knee  injury _ Page  42 


Boxing:  A  small  show  at  York  Hall, 
Bethnal  Green,  was  probably  the 
last  promotion  of  Mickey  Duffs  47- 
year  career,  though  he  remains  in 
tite  sport  as  a  manager..-  Page  46 


Jane's  navy:  After  a  string  of  flops 
Demi  Moore  erupts  back  into  the 
spotlight  in  the  best  of  the  week's 
new  movies,  Ridley  ,  Scott'S  gruel¬ 
ling.  unreal  GJ.  Jane — Page  34 

Round  Robbins:  After  his  Oscar- 
winning  Dead  Man  Waiting,  Ttm 
Robbins  directed  and  starred  in  a 
comedy  thriller,  Nothing  to  Lose. 
Thai  he  collapsed _ _ _ _ Page  35 

Belfast  boom:  After  35  years  of 

worthy  cultural  effort  in  a  troubled 
Province,  the  annual  Belfast  Festi¬ 
val  has  suddenly  been  given  inter¬ 
national  dout _ _ _ Page  36 

Bawd  of  Avon:  Australian  cult 
show  The  Popular  Mechanicals 
has  brought  its  brand  of  Shake¬ 
spearean  sillinesss  to  London  in  a 
show  that  drags  the  Bard  resolutely 
downmarket - — Page  37 


TOMORROW 


IN  THE  TIMES 


■  MEDIA 
Carol  Midgley  finds 
out  why  people  submit  to 
fly<m-the-wall  • 
documentaries 


■  EDUCATfori  . 

Thesdib^vtig:;.:.^.;  . 

match  with  professional 
dubs  over  where  '  - 
pupil  loyalties  lie 


Dr.  Thomas  stuttafonfc  Child-bat¬ 
tering.  whooping  cough  in  children 
aged  under  two,  angina,  hormone 
treatment  to  reduce  heart  disease 

risk,  and  herpes - - — Page  18 

Hothouse:  Its  reputation  as  a  hot¬ 
house  for  fashion  talent  is  unri¬ 
valled.  But  something  disturbing  is 
happening  at  the  fashion  faculty  of 
Central  St  Martins  College  of  Art 
and  Design  - Page  19 


Best  buyer  Riding  through  the 
Maintains  of  Mourn  e  at  newyean 
see  Santa  in  Lapland;  Australia  for 
about  £300  return — . — Page  40 


Incfian  attraction:  The  India  of 
Lawrence  James  entrances  Jan 
Morris;  Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  on 
physicians;  R.  W.  Johnson  enjoys  a 
Mandela  biography  ~  Pages  38, 39 


The  President  of  the  most  powerful 
country  in  the  world  has  lost  the 
right  to  negotiate  international 
commercial  agreements.  This  tone 
the  resistance  has  come  from  Bill 
Clinton’s  own  party,  the  Demo¬ 
crats.  If  he  foils  to  retake  the  polit¬ 
ical  initiative  this  loss  will 
effectively  faring  his  second  term;  to 
a  dead  end  —  £3  Pals 


8,  45.  36.  6.  27,  3.  Bonus  47.  The 
estimated  jackpot  was  £14,900,000. 


Preview:  Meet  the  women  at  the 
sharp  end  of  the  travel  business. 
Holiday  Reps  (BBC1,  &30pm}.  Re¬ 
view:  foe  Joseph  on  private  school 
admissions _ _ .Pages  46, 47 


Target  Iraq’s  arsenal 

Saddam  can  be  left  with  only  two. 

choices:  to  co-operate  with  the  UN 

in  the  destruction  of  his  illegal 
weapons  capability,  or  see  it  dis- 
aWed  by  other  means  - - Page  21 

Local  scandal 

Early  retirement  should  be  a  last, 
not  a  first,  resort.  If  council  workers 
find  their  jobs  stressful,  they 
should  be  given  less  stressful  work, 
not  put  out  to  grass, —Page  21 


Musical  wine  bars 


The  proof'of  die  musical  bargain 
wi&  be  in  the  drinking.  It  may  take 
more  than  Rule  Britannia  or  The 
Dream  of  Gcrontius  to  fill  trolleys 
with  English  wine — — Page  21 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

If  the  CBI  speeches  bn  the  single 
currency  were  put  before  academic 
examiners.  Tony  Blair 5  would  ger 
an  athlete's  third - —  Page  20 


VERNON  BOGDANOR 

With  public  funding  Of  political 
parties,  the  general-interest  would 
be  strengthened  — ,  Page  20 


MAGNUS  UNKLATER 

Museums  are  cultural  assets,  hot 
grocer’s  shops......  ..  Page  20 


PETER  RIDDELL 

Does  Tony  Blair  want  the  Lib 
Derns  as  independent  partners  in' 
multi-party  politics  Or  does  he  want 
to  subsume  them  in  an  aU-mbrac- , 
ing  new  Labour  hegemony?  Thar 
will  determine  the.  choice  of  elector^  v- 
al  systems ■■ . Page  12%  f 

John  bryant 

If  you  are  fit  enough  and  deter¬ 
mined  enough  you  can  run 
through  deserts,  up  mountains  and 
across  continents. "But  you  can 
hardly  move.at  all  if  you  nre  hob¬ 
bled  with  red  tape.: - Page  45 


Major-General  “Pip"  Roberts, 
wartime  armoured  commander: 
Sir  Lincoln  Hallman,  former  Lord 
Mayor  of  Cardiff;  Peter  BaR 
Times  football  writer— —  Page  23 


Party  funding;  eliminating  povert^  *  7  ' 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,636 


ACROSS 

I  Seating  accommodation  for  mem¬ 
bers  (7). 

5  Immobilise  car  first  having  00 
front  light  p,4). 

9  Trick  meaning  almost  out  of 
order,  in  the  majority  view  (9J. 

10  Record  performance,  showing 
difference  between  years  (5). 

11  Crew  fight  ban  1  contrived, 
following  instructions  to  lawyer 
»-5). 

13  Is  Tom's  mate  allowed  a  choice  of 
girls  for  celebration?  (35). 

15  Attack  a  provocative  performance 
(4-2). 

17  Abused  plain  English  at  Euro¬ 
pean  summits  (6). 

19  More  of  a  drag?  (44)- 

22  Calculation  of  numbers  in  light 
infantry,  perhaps  (5.8). 


25  Gloomy  reading,  for  example,  in 
letter’s  introduction  (5). 

26  Pole’s  at  the  front  in  this  race, 
initially  (5.4). 

27  Went  quickly,  being  nervous  (7). 

28  Court  finaDy  given  motive  for 
serious  crime  (7L 
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DOWN 

1  Lap  speed  (4). 

2  Crew  said  to  assess  means  to  get 
on  ship  (7). 

3  Sketch  erf  ball  an  green  in  Open 

(5)- 

4  Nearly  overtook  main  source  of 

trouble  (8). 

5  As  worker  nursing  disease  might 

be?  (6).  . 

6  Section  of  richer  bourgeoisie  in 
French  town  (9). 

7  Such  entertaining  nights,  follow¬ 
ing  MI?  (7). 

8  Scout,  of  course,  made  new  friend 

(10). 

12  Maybe  he  goes  into  capitals  as  an 
overseas  rep  (10). 

14  Deviating  from  annual  revelling. 

if  routines  hdd  141  (9). 

16  Making  sure  one’s  watch  keeps 
going  (8). 

18  Stick  oat  long-term  study  (7). 

20  Works  in  pubs  -  a  way  to  be 

accepted  (7). 

21  Money  blackguard  raised  for 
pompous  dictator  (3,3). 

23  Film  company,  perhaps,  using 
latest  device  for  cutting  (5). 

24  To  tax  file  population,  taking 
final  contributions?  Neat  (4). 


Motoring 


OJM  401 


NM401  •*« 


□  Moon  sots 
S21a*i 

MnoonunanaM 
London  4.14  pm  to  7  17  am 
Bristol  *2*  pm  to  726  am 
BftAurah  4  09  pm  n  7  47  am 
Mmttiw  nr  4  15  pm  10  733  am 
PonzBnd  4.40  pm  to  734  am 


□  General:  after  a  cold  and  foggy 
dart  Northern  Ireland.  Wales  and 
England  wffl  have  plenty  of  sunshine. 
However,  rain  wS  edge  into  Northern 
Ireland,  western  England  and  Wales 
later.  Western  and  northern  Scotland 
wflt  have  sunshine  and  showers,  but 
elsewhere  in  Scotland  it  wfl  be  dry. 

□  London,  E  Angfla,  E  &  W  Mid¬ 
lands,  E,  Cant  N,  NE  England:  cold 
and  frosty  start  with  fog,  then  sunny 
spells,  light  SW  wind.  Max  11 C  (52FY 

□  SE,  Cant  S  England:  chify  start  write 
fog  slowty  clearing  to  leave  sunny 
spells;  risk  of  showera  on  coast.  Light 
SW  wind.  Max  11C  (52F). 

□  Channel  tss,  SW,  NW  England,  S 
&  N  Wales,  Lakes,  lo&k  sunny  spelts 
with  risk  of  showers;  rain  by  evening. 
Light  SW  wind.  Max  11C  (52F). 


□  Borders,  Edinburgh  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Moray  Firth:  sunny  spete. 
Moderate  SW  wind.  Max  IOC  (5QF). 

□  SW.NE.NW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Cent  Highlands,  Argyll,  Scotland: 
sunny  spells  with  showers.  Moderate 
SW  wind.  Max  IOC  (50F). 

□  Orkney,  Shetland:  sun  and  show¬ 
ers.  Fresh  S  to  SW  wind.  Max  8C(46F). 

□  N  Ireland:  sunny  spells  at  first, 
cloudy  wSh  rain  later.  Moderate  SW 
wind.  Max  11C  (S2F). 

□  Republic  of  tretand:  rain  spreacflng 
east;  showers  later  in  west  Wind 
moderate,  SW.  Max  9C  {ABF). 

□Outtoofc  rain  wflf  clear  England  and 
Wales  by  tomorrow  afternoon;  else¬ 
where  it  win  be  mainly  dry.  On  Saturday 
i  wffl  rain  in  the  north  and  west 
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FLIGHT  SAVERS 


LONDOWTO 

ROTTERDAM 

£69.™* 


LONDOhTTO 

DUSSELDORF 

£79 

hw  M  Benin 


LONDOrrTO 

ABERDEEN 

..£59. 
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Temperatures  at  rnd&y  teal  lime  on  Tuesday  X  *  nc*  cwafiabl* 


Changes  fa  chart  betaw  from  noon:  tows  Band  G  move  slowly  northeast  with  fltttecftanga; 
low  F  mCNro  north  and  loses  identity;  lows  B  and  C  move  east  and  deepen  quickly 
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Travel  as  many  times  as  you  like  from£59.95  a  year. 

With  annual  travel  insurance  arranged  by  American  Express  you  can  take  an  unlimited  number 
of  trips  and  save  yourself  a  great  deal.  To  enrol  caff,  quoting  reference  TWS42. 
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Fed  decides  against  a  rise  Bank  may  lift  rates  further 


THE  US  Federal  Reserve  offered 
the  world’s  battered  stock  markets  a 
degree  of  comfort  last  night  by 
deciding  against  a  rise  in  American 
interest  rates. 

The  news  was  widely  expected. 
Despite  some  arguments  for  a  rate 
rise  on  domestic  economic  grounds, 
the  Fed  has  dearly  dedded  that  the 
timing  was  not  auspicious. 

The  Fed  did  not  want  to  exacer¬ 
bate  the  continuing  market  crisis, 
which  began  in  the  Far  East  but  has 
spread  alarmingly  around  the 
world  in  recent  weeks.  The  news 
initially  appeared  to  leave  Wall 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  editor' 

Street  cold.  In  the  minutes  after  the  i 
announcement,  the  Dow  Jones  in-  I 
dustrial  average  dropped  from  a  t 
loss  of  around  40  points  to  a  loss  of  t 
78  points. 

Another  slump  in  the  Far  East  f 
overnight  had  rattled  stock  markets  i 
around  the  world  in  the  run-up  to  t 
the  Ffed  announcement  Hong  f 
Kong's  Hang  Seng  index  fell  neatly  1 
4  per  cent  and  Tokyo’s  Nikkei  lost  t 
nearly  3  per  cent  of  its  value  to  dose  i 
at  its  lowest  level  for  more  than  two  i 
years.  s 

In  London,  die  FTSE  100  index  t 
.  sank  to  its  lowest-  level  for  four  t 


months,  largely  because  of  the 
heavy  selling  in  the  Fir  East  It 
dosed  with  a  loss  of  1.5  per  cent 
down  733  points at  4.720.4. 

Increasing  concerns  about  the 
fragility  of  the  Japanese  economy, 
already  weak  but  now  further 
threatened  by  failing  growth  pros¬ 
pects  in  its  key  East  Asian  markets, 
have  punished  the  yen.  In  contrast, 
the  pound  has  been  surging  in 
response  to  strong  economic  growth 
and  higher  interest  rates.  Yesterday, 
sterling  hit  its  highest  level  against 
the  Japanese  currency  since  Sep¬ 
tember,  1992. 


THE  Bank  of  England  yesterday 
left  the  door  open  for  further 
interest  rate  rises  to  slow  the  pace  of 
economic  growth  and  be  sure  of 
hitring  the  Government's  25  per 
cait  inflation  target 

Introducing  the  Latest  Inflation 
Report,  Mervyn  King.  Director  of 
Economics,  said  that  rite  risks  of 
missing  the  target  had  lessened 
because  of  last  week's  035  per  cent 
rise  in  base  rales  to  735  per  cent 
However,  he  added  that  the  “risks 
were  on  the  upside". 

In  August  when  the  Bank’s  Mone¬ 
tary  Policy  Committee  last  raised 


By  our  Economics  Editor 

rates,  it  said  that  there  would  be  a 
pause  in  the  prooess  of  monetary 
tightening.  Yesterday  Mr  King 
said:  “We  are  not  in  a  pause.  The 
position  that  the  committee  took  in 
August  should  be  seen  as  an 
exception  rather  than  the  rule." 

The  Bank  said  that  economic 
growth  is  running  “well  above  any 
sustainable  trend"  and  that  there 
would  have  to  be  a  period  of  below- 
trend  growth  to  hit  the  inflation 
target  For  the  first  rime  the  Bank 
made  a  forecast  for  economic 
growth.  It  estimated  that  growth 
would  peak  at  around  4  per  cent  at 


the  end  of  this  year  and  then  fall 
sharply  next  year — although  not  to 
the  point  of  recession. 

Financial  markets  were  cheered 
by  news  of  a  relatively  modest 
decline  in  unemployment  in  Octo¬ 
ber  and.  crucially,  by  a  fall  in 
average  earnings  growth  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  Both  suggest  that  the 
economy  may  be  starting  to  slow. 

But  Mr  King  said  that  if  the 
slowdown  does  not  start  soon, 
inflationary  pressures  will  build  up 
and  further  action  will  be  needed. 

Signs  of  slowing,  page  26 
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DICK  BROWN,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  Cable  and  Wire- 
less,  the  tetecammunicar 
tions  group,  has  said  that 
the  company  is  still  looking 
at  the  possibility  of-a  global 
affiance  that  could  yet  in¬ 
dude  BT  and  Concert,  its 
international  joint  venture. 

Announcing  a  52  per  cent 
increase  in  pre-tax.  profit  to 
E1J  bflfion  for  the  six 
months  to  -September  30, 
Mr  Browfo .  emphasised 
that  be  is  not  involved  in 
active  talks  on  global  fink- 
ups,  despHe  tbe  turmoil  in 
telecoms  markets:  He  said: 
“We  don't  want  to  talk 
about  changing  cloud  pat¬ 
terns  right  now.  We  want  to 
make  Cable  and  Wireless 
work  better." 

Mr  Brown  announced 
that  C&W  plans  to  raise  EI- 
bilfion  over  the  next  12 
months  selling  die  minor¬ 
ity  stakes  it  bolds  in  numer¬ 
ous  telecoms  businesses 
around  the  world.  He  de¬ 
clined  to  say  which  would 
be  sold,  other  than  to 
suggest  (hat  minority 
stakes  in  some  African  and 
South  American  com¬ 
panies  would  be  included. 

The  £1  binipa  target  did 
not  indude  funds  that 
amid  be  raised  through  a 
further  reduction  of  C&Ws 
54  per  cent  stake  in  Hong¬ 
kong  Telecom.  Mr  Brown 
said.  He  would  consider 
reducing  this  interest  to 
less  than  50  per  cent  hut 
only  if  the  equivalent  value 
or  better  came  from  deals 
in  China,  he  added. 

“There  is  no  gun  to  our 
head  from  the  Chinese.  If 
we  don't  think  it  is  in.  oar 
interests  we  don't  have  to 
do  it"  said  Mr  Brown. 

The  profit  figure  was 
influenced  by  the  main 
exceptional  in  the  half  year 
—  a  £519  million  gain  on 
the  sale  of  5.4  per  cent  of 
Hongkong  Telecom,  al¬ 
though  tins  was  partly  on¬ 
set  by  a  £200 imtfion charge 
.  for  the  restructuring of 
Cable  &  Wireless  Com¬ 
munications  in  -die  UK- 
Pre-tax  profit  before  excep¬ 
tional  items  rose  9  per  cent 
to  £797  nriDiou  (14  per  cent 
at  constant  exchange  rates). 

Earnings  per  share  be¬ 
fore  exceptional  items  was 
Rip,  up  6  percent,  and  the 
dividend  of  3u75p  is  up  10 
percent 

Tempos,  page  28 


and  advisory  business  of 
BZW  for  £100  million  —  a 
price  equal  to  two  thirds  of 
the  operation’s  capital  value 
and  half  its  annual  revenues^ 
.  Barclays  said  it  had  agreed 
.with  CSFB  to  transfer  050 
million  of  BZW  net  assets  and 
960  employees,  including  200 
key  executives  who  have 
signed  contracts  locking  them¬ 
selves  in  for  three  years. . 

The  Swiss-owned  invest¬ 
ment  bank  is  spending  a 
further  £50  million  on  these 
.  and  other  staff  inducements  as 
well  as  taking  a  £100  nriffian 
restructuring  charge.  But 
Barclays  will  foot  the  bill  for 
bonus  payments,  due  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  After  cost  savings,  the 
deal  will  cost  CSFB  an  esti¬ 
mated  £175  million. 

Stephen  Hester,  chief  finan¬ 
cial  officer  of  CSFB,  admitted 
tire  £100  million  ,  price  looked 
low  compared  with  recent  City 
speculation.  “A  more  relevant 
comparison  is  that  the  figure 
is  just  half  of  BZWs  revenues 
for  the  year.  When  Travelers 
bought  Salomons,  it  paid  two- 
and-a-half  times  the  value  of 
the  revenues,"  he  said.  • 

Mr  Hester  said  that  none  of 
flic  chief  individuals  at  BZW’s 
equities  and  advisory-business 
had  turned  down  CSFB's 
offer,  and  wily  five  people  in 
total  had  rejected  the  deal. 

Martin  Taylor,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Barclays,  said  he  was 
not  disappointed  at  the  result, 
describing  the  sale  as  “at  a  fair 
price  to  both  parties"  He 
argued  that  the  business  sold 


Andrew  Buxton,  chairman  of  Barclays,  left,  and  Martin  Taylor,  chief  executive,  agreed  with  CSFB  to  transfer  £150  million  of  BZW  net  assets 
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Big  pay  rise 

Partners  of  Ernst  &  Young 
achieved  a  30  per  cent  rise  in 
their  average  remuneration  to 
E259.000  last  year.  Nick  Land, 
senior  partner,  was  paid  a 
total  of  £515,902.  Page  26 

Market  loss 

The  fall  in  the  London  stock 
market  over  the  past  six 
weeks  has  wiped  almost  £400 
million  off  the  value  of 
Commercial  Union's 
shareholders'  funds,  the 
composite  insurer  admitted 
yesterday. 

Page  31 


to  CSFB  accounted  for  only 
half  BZWs  total  business,  and 
the  Asian  and  Australasian 
operations  remained  on  sale. 

He  added:  “In  financial 
terms,  this  has  been  an  almost 
trivial  deal  for  Barclays.”  The 
entire  BZW  business  accounts 
for  just  5  per  cent  of  the  . 
group’s  revenues.  However, 
the  sale  is  likely  to  show  up  as 
a  loss  when  recorded  in  the 
1997  accounts. 

BZW  employees  were  less 
enthralled  with  the  terms  of 
the  deal.  One  director  said:  “If 
you  want  to  be  very  sensitive. 


this  deal  means  the  people  are 
valued  at  minus  £50  million. 
That’s  not  very  flattering." 

City  analysts  were  nearly 
unanimous  in  their  verdict 
that  CSFB  had  gained  a 
bargain.  One  said:  "They  have 
got  this  on  the  cheap:  we 
reckoned  about  £200  million 
for  this  50  per  cent  of  the 
business.  But  now  that 
Barclays  is  relatively  dean, 
there  are  no  excuses  for  Mar¬ 
tin  Taylor.  He  has  to  come  up 
with  a  forward  strategy." 

The  fate  of  nearly  2,000 
BZW  back-office  staff  has  yet 


to  be  dedded.  Meanwhile. 
Barclays  will  provide  support 
services  to  CSFB  for  an  un¬ 
specified  fee.  Many  of  these 
employees  will  eventually  find 
fresh  posts  within  one  of  the 
two  banks,  although  there  will 
be  some  job  Josses. 

CSFB  is  also  taking  a  small 
parr  of  BZW’s  equities  deriva¬ 
tives  business.  However,  the 
rump,  induding  £110  million 
of  capital,  will  be  subsumed 
within  Barclays  Capital,  the 
bank’s  fixed  income  operation. 

Commentary,  page  27 


Care  First  rejects  bid  by  Bupa 


ByPaiilDurman 

CARE  FIRST,  the  nursing 
home  company  recently  trou¬ 
bled  by  boardroom  disputes, 
is  hoping  that  a  revival  in  its 
profits  and  the  interest  of  other 
potential  bidders  will  defeat  a 
£241  million  takeover  bid  from 
Bupa.  the  health  insurance 
and  hospitals  group. 

Care  First,  formed  from  last 
year*  merger  of  Takare  and 
Court  Cavendish,  said  it  had 
already  received  expressions  of 
interest  from  other  parties.  It 
believes  that  increased  govern¬ 
ment  funding  and  rising  occu¬ 
pancy  of  its  newly  completed 
homes  justify  an  offer  nearer 
200p  a  share,  rattier  than  the 
150p  that  Bupa  is  offering. 


Keith  Bradshaw,  tiie' chair¬ 
man,  who  was  recently  forced 
to  relinquish  executive  duties  in 
Care  First,  said:  “1  am  going  to 
do  a  damn  good  job  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  value  that  exists  in 
this  company."  'The  maturing 


of  the  new  homes  —  account¬ 
ing  for  1,700  of  its  12300  beds 
—  would  have  a  “dramatic 
effect"  on  results,  he  said. 

However,  Peter  Jacobs, 
Bupa  chief  executive,  said  that 
his  offer  had  taken  into  ac- 


Michael  Clark,  left  stock 
market  correspondent  of 
The  Times,  has  been  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  writer  of  the  year 
award.  The  Inchcape 
Fal&haw  award,  in  memory 
of  the  late  Tony  Falshaw.  of 
the  Daily  Mail  is  .judged 
by  CSty  stockbrokers  and 
fond  managers.  It  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Philip  Cushing, 
chief  executive  of  Inchcape. 


count  the  improving  profitab¬ 
ility.  He  doubted  that  other 
serious  bidders  would  emerge. 

Success  would  make  Bupa 
die  UK’s  largest  care  home 
company,  with  211  homes  and 
16.000  beds.  Bupa’s  offer  is 
backed  by  the  11.8  per  cent  of 
Care  First  owned  by  Abbey 
Life  and  Invesco  Asset  Man¬ 
agement  The  two  institutions 
opposed  Mr  Bradshaw  in  his 
tussle  with  Chai  Patel,  Care 
First’s  former  chief  executive. 

Bupa’s  offer  is  49  per  cent 
higher  than  the  price  of  Care 
First  shares  before  it  ap¬ 
proached  the  company  a 
month  ago.  ft  is  about  17  times 
forecasts  of  1998  earnings. 

Bupa  expansion,  page  29 


Etam  agrees  to  £88m  French  takeover 
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BY  PHASER  Nelson 

ETAM,  the  troubled  women’s  wear 
chain,  has  agreed  to  an  £88-8  million 
cash  takeover  from  its  French  rame- 
sake  in  a  move  that  heraldsa  relaunch 
of  its  215  high  street  stores. 

Etam  Devdoppemtmt,  a  ajaraffi 

company  which  floated  in  Vans  three 
Sfaga  has  tabled  an  ^hmous 
recovery  plan  for  die  UK  chain  by 
investing  heavily  in  more  fashionable 

ated  a^hjl 

aitempt  from  New  luck,  the  UK 


fashion  chain  that  had  been  hoping  to 
agree  a -reverse  takeover  and  deploy  a 
heavy  cost-cutting  programme  to  re¬ 
turn  the  company  to  the  black.  -  -  -- 
Flam’s  UK  shops  wfll  crane  under 
die  joint  control  of  Jacques  Levy, 
widely  credited  with  turning  around 
Etam  France,  and  Nick  Hoffingworth, 
Elam's  chief  executive. 

City  analysts  suspected  that  Mr 

Hollingworth  will  play  second  fiddle  to 

M  Levy.  Richard  Ratner,  from 
Butterfield  Securities,  said:  “M  Levy  is 
a  marketing  whiz-kid  and,  ifhe*s  going 
to  be  head  of  UK  operations,  iris  hard 


to  see  what’s  going  to  be  left  for  Mr 
Hollingworth." 

Etam  received  the  cash  offer  last 
-weekend  at  a  15  per  cent  premium  to  its 
then  share  price  of  HS’ap.  Etam 
shares,  which  have  plunged  from  205p 
.  to  120p  since  last  year,  rose  to  133bp 
yesterday  —  just  below  the  135p  cash 
offer.  Etam  Ddveloppement  is  offering 
an  all-shares  alternative  fay  trading  27 
of  its  shares  for  every  Etam  share  — 
which  it  says  would  be  valued  at  145p  a 
share. 

However,  until  its  shares  return 
from  suspension,  the  value  of  the  paper 

3 


option  will  remain  obscured.  Hie  deal 
was  given  a  mixed  reception  in  Paris 
yesterday,  as  analysts  pointed  out  that 
Etam  D^vel opponent  will  be  lum¬ 
bered  with  the  UK  chain’s  28  million 
defat  However,  the  French  company 
had  aimed  at  generating  30  per  cent  of 
its  sales  from  the  UK  within  five  yean. 
The  deal  wfll  lift  this  from  15  per  cent  to 
40  per  cent  in  one  stroke. 

Etam  France  was  set  up  by  Max 
Undemann  in- 1928,  who  had  founded 
Etam  UK  five  years  earlier.  The  two 
companies  said  they  had  been  in  on-off 
takeover  talks  for  the  past  three  years. 


THE  RIGHT  SIZE.  J 


THE  RIGHT 


PEOPLE.  THE 


ROYAL  BANK. 


DESIGNED  TO  ; 


At  The  Royai  Bank  of  Scotland  we  have  a  real 
appetite  for  business,  with  the  ambition  and 
balance  sheet  to  match.  And  because  we’re  the 
right  size  we  remain  approachable  and  can  actr 
quickly.You’n  always  deal  with  forward  thinking 
individuals  who  have  the  ability  to  get  results. 
For  promises  that  can  be  delivered 


1.uj.  Rob<-mon 

M^nagiov;  D;roc'.or 


call  us  now  on  0800  34  35  36. 


The  Royal  Bank 
Til?  of  Scotland 


TheR#f*l  Baafcof  Seodand  pte.Hegmrad  OHc«e36  SbAaWwrSqinra.EdMiugi  EH2  ZYB.Regraerad  In  Scotland  No.  90312. 
Reptaod  by  IMRO.S'A  and  Pwond  hnwiwtftudM  U«. 

.<  I 


#f»—*  >-*!«"— 


737 


_  f  AOT7-  _  .  Ijs4>;  <«: 


26  BUSINESS  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997 


Job  market  recovery  shows  signs  of  slowing 


By  Philip  Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

BRITAIN'S  labour  market  recovery 
showed  signs  of  slowing  yesterday, 
with  unemployment  registering  its 
smallest  drop  for  18  months  and 
average  earnings  growth  failing 
back.  Unemployment  among  women 
actually  rose  in  October,  with  the 
number  out  of  work  and  claiming 
benefit  Increasing  in  all  but  one  of  the 
regions  of  the  UK. 

Average  earnings  growth  fell  back 
slightly,  by  a  quarter  of  a  point,  to 


4-25  per  cent.  While  Whitehall  said 
there  were  no  special  reasons  behind 
the  fall,  the  fact  that  it  was  driven  by 
manufacturing  may  reflect  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  strength  of  the  pound. 
With  the  smaller  fall  in  unemploy¬ 
ment,  some  City  analysts  saw  it  as  a 
signal  of  some  slowing  in  the 
economy. 

Whitehall  officials  suggested  that 
the  overall  fall  in  seasonally  adjusted 
claimant  unemployment  of  9.500, 
which  was  much  lower  than  in 
previous  recent  months,  may  well 
have  been  a  seasonal  effect  to  do  with 


students.  Government  economists 
said  the  labour  market  continual  to 
show  strong  improvement,  with  An¬ 
drew  Smith,  the  Employment  Minis¬ 
ter.  saying  he  was  delighted  to  see  the 
combination  of  falling  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  stable  earnings  growth 
continuing.  Mr  Smith  will  launch  the 
Government's  pilot  for  its  Welfare  to 
Work  programme  today. 

But  John  Monks.  theTUC  General 
Secretary,  said:  “These  figures  are 
disappointing  and  indicate  that  lab¬ 
our  market  recovery  is  slowing.  With 
earnings  growth  also  slowing,  it  is 


dear  the  recent,  rise  in  interest  cates 
was  premature."  The  fall  was  the 
smallest  since  April  last  year,  when  it 
dropped  by  4.300.  Since  then,  the 
monthly  claimant  count  has  seen 
some  huge  drops  —  notably  a  95.400 
decline  a  year  ago  —  with  the 
introduction  of  die  Conservative 
Government's  jobseeker’s  allowance 
to  replace  unemployment  benefit 
The  9.500  fall  compares  with 
declines  of  21.600  and  49^00  in  the 
previous  months.  Officials  from  the 
Government’s  Office  for  National 
Statistics  said  they  still  estimated  the 


Partners  to 
pay  price 
at  merging 
accountants 


By  Robert  Bruce 


partners  of  Emst  & 

Young,  which  proposes  to 
merge  with  KPMG  to  form 
the  UK's  largest  accountancy 
5 mi.  achieved  a  30  per  cent 
rise  in  average  earnings  to 
E259.000  last  year. 

But  Nick  Land,  senior 
partner,  who  was  paid  a  total 
of  E515.90Z  gave  warning 
that  future  earnings  will  be 
adversely  affected  by  future 
investment  associated  with 
the  proposed  merger.  Mr 

Schroders 
wants 
Vickers  to 
keep  Rolls 

By  Jason  Nissfc 

SCHRODERS  Invest¬ 
ment  Management,  the 
largest  shareholder  in 
Vickers  with  more  than  19 
per  cent,  has  said  It  would 
prefer  the  company  to  hold 
onto  Rolls-Royce  rather 
than  sell  the  luxury  car- 
maker  cheaply  to  BMW. 

The  comments,  by  Jim 
Cox,  Schroders’  head  of 
investment  follow  the  de¬ 
cision  by  Mayflower  Cor¬ 
poration  not  to  proceed 
with  its  planned  bid  for 
Vickers.  Mayflower,  a  sup¬ 
plier  of  automotive  prod¬ 
ucts  to  BMW.  had  been 
told  by  the  German  car- 
maker  that  it  would  termi¬ 
nate  its  deal  to  make 
engines  for  Rolls-Royces  if 
Mayflower  went  ahead 
with  its  bid. 

The  German  move  is  seen 
by  industry  experts  as 
putting  BMW  in  pole 
positon  to  buy  Rolls-Royce. 
A  price  of  around  £400 
million  was  expected  before 
Mayflower  intervened. 

The  City*  Though,  is  wor¬ 
ried  that  BMW  will  offer 
less.  “If  Vickers  sells  Rolls- 
Royce  too  cheaply  to 
BMW  I  would  be  unhap¬ 
py,"  Mr  Cox  said  yester¬ 
day.  Vickers  shares  fell  I8p 
to  235 yesterday. 

Commentary,  page  27 


Land  said:  "The  merger  will 
cost  this  generation  of  part¬ 
ners.  Partners  retiring  just 
after  the  last  merger  were 
really  screwed.  Their  income 
was  down  and  their  pension 
contributions  were  down.  But 
ifs  a  long-term  game." 

The  motivation  behind  the 
proposed  merger  with  KPMG 
is  to  share  the  huge  projected 
sums  that  the  firms  believe 
they  must  invest  to  secure 
their  prominent  position.  Hu's 
suggests  that  there  will  be 
some  real  short-term  pain  for 
the  partners. 

Mr  Land  predicted  that  the 
future  investment  needs  of  the 
merged  firm  would  be  “com¬ 
fortably  in  excess  of  half  a 
billion  dollars  a  year”  and  that 
the  rationale  behind  the  merg¬ 
er  was  that,  at  present,  the 
firms  are  unable  to  invest  as 
quickly  as  they  would  like. 

He  was  optimistic  about  the 
likelihood  of  regulators  allow¬ 
ing  the  proposed  merger  to  go 
ahead,  and  he  pointed  out  that 
“the  choice  of  competitors  in 
most  of  our  markets  are  not 
accounting  firms". 

Emst  &  Young  said  that  UK 
fee  income  rose  15  per  cent  to 
£525  million  last  year  and  the 
average  profit  per  partner 
increased  30  per  cent  to 
£259.000. 

Mr  Land  said:  "This  has 
been  a  year  of  exceptional 
progress  for  our  firm." 

The  firm  claims  to  now  be 
the  largest  tax  practice  in  the 
UK,  with  a  14  per  cent  rise  in 
fees  to  £159  million.  Hie  rest  of 
the  growth  was  powered  by 
management  consultancy,  up 
by  40  per  cent  to  £108  million; 
business  assurance,  which  in¬ 
cludes  audit,  up  by  7  per  cent 
to  £181  million;  and  corporate 
finance,  up  24  per  cent  to  £47 
million. 

Corporate  recovery  services 
slipped  back  by  5  per  cent  to 
£3]  million,  a  reflection  of  the 
strong  economy. 

For  the  first  time  Emst  & 
Young’s  figures  are  shown  on 
a  five-year  basis.  This  reveals 
that  partners*  earnings  dipped 
during  the  last  recession  but  it 
was  a  mere  blip  compared  to 
what  may  lie  ahead. 

The  figures  showed  that  an 
average  partner's  profit  for 
1994  was  £177.000.  but  the 
figure  dipped  id  £171.000  in 
1995. 


Joining  forces:  Nick  Land,  left  of  Emst  &  Young,  and  Colin  Sharman,  of  KPMG.  after  confirming  plans  to  merge 

Eurotunnel  may  cut  lony  tariff 


By  Jason  Nissfc 


EUROTUNNEL  is  believed  to 
have  offered  to  cut  prices  on 
freight  traffic  in  order  to 
persuade  the  British  and 
French  Governments  to  allow 
ir  to  have  the  34-year  extension 
to  its  operating  licence. 

The  tunnel  group  won 
shareholders'  support  for  its 
£&6  billion  debt  restructuring 
and  is  dose  to  winning  sup¬ 
port  from  its  179  banks,  de¬ 
spite  not  securing  a  deal  to 
extend  the  licence.  Only  five 
banks  have  yet  to  sign  up 
formally  although  they  have 
agreed  the  refinancing  in 
principle. 


John  Prescott,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  said  earlier 
this  year  that  any  extension 
would  be  conditional  on  deals 
being  strode  to  give  the  Gov¬ 
ernments  a  share  of -Euro¬ 
tunnel’s  profits,  once  '  it 
becomes  profitable,  and  for. 
Eurotunnel  to  promote  freight 
traffic  through  the  tunnel.  . 

John  Nouitnn,  Eurotunnel’s 
director  of  public  affairs,  said 
yesterday  that  the  company 
had  made  some  proposals  to 
the  French  and  British  Gov¬ 
ernments  on  promoting 
freight 

Asked  if  this  induded  price 


cuts  —  something  Eurotunnel 
previously  said  was  out  of  the 
question  —  Mr  Noulton  re¬ 
plied:  “Pass." 

Eurotunnel,  however,  is 
plajyring  to  increare  pries  for 
tourists  for  next  summer  by  up 
to  10  per  pent  It  said  yesterday 
that  the  new  prices  would  be 
published  next  month  and  the 
pricing  stategy  assumes  that 
the  European  Commission 
will  allow  the  cross-Channel 
ferry  operations  of  P&O  and 
Stena  to  merge. 

Third-quarter  turnover  fig¬ 
ures  for  Eurotunnel,  released 
yesterday,  disappointed  City 


analysts,  showing  a  slight 
increase  to  £132  million  at 
constant  exchange  rates.  Tour¬ 
ist  traffic  fell  by  30.000  vehi¬ 
cles  to  727.000  and  frieght 
volumes  feU  a  third  to  107.000 
Lorries.  - 

:  However,  Eurotunnel  said 
-it  was  on  target  to  meet  its 
revenue  predictions  for  this 
year  and  was  aggressively 
cutting  costs.  One  example  is  a 
fresh  order  for  Le  Shuttle 
trains  which  will  cost  £22 
million  each,  compared  with  a 
cost  of  £65  million  for  the 
trains  currently  used  on  the 
service. 


Price  war  will  go 
on,  says  Murdoch 


Growth  ‘may  hit 
BSkyB’s  shares’ 


By  Chris  Ayres 


By  Chris  Ayres 


RUPERT  MURDOCH,  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  of  The 
News  Corporation,  yesterday 
said  that  he  would  not  call  an 
end  to  the  newspaper  price 
war  between  the  UK  titles 
owned  by  News  International, 
a  subsidiary  of  News  Corp, 
and  their  rivals. 

Mr  Murdoch  said:  “No  way 
will  1  call  a  truce.  No  one  else 


BANK  OF  SCOTLAND 
BANKING  DIRECT® 
INTEREST  RATE  INCREASE. 

Bank  of  Scotland  Banking  Direct  is  pleased  to  announce  that  interest 
rates  payable  on  Instant  Access  Savings  Accounts  have  increased. 
Interest  rates  effective  from  1 1th  November  1997,  are  noted  below. 


wants  to  call  a  truce,  they 
insult  me  every  day,  so  they 
can  go  to  helL  People  don’t 
seem  to  like  competition  much 
in  this  country." 

Mr  Murdoch  added  that  he 
had  not  made  any  political 
donations  during  the  general 
election,  throughout  which 
The  Sun,  owned  by  News 
International,  had  supported 
the  Labour  Party.  He  said: 
"Not  a  penny,  to  Blair,  or  the 
Conservative  Parry  or  any 
other  party."  News  Interna¬ 
tional  also  owns  The  Times, 

He  made  the  comments 
after  the  annual  meeting  of 
British  Sky  Broadcasting,  the 
satellite  venture  *40  per  cent 
owned  by  News  International. 

Mr  Murdoch,  a  director  of 
BSkyB.  also  expressed  his 
doubts  aver  the  furore  of  pay- 
per-view  football  marches. 
“Pay-per-view  throughout  the 
world  has  only  worked  in  a 
big  wav  for  huge  boxing 
matches,"  he  said.  “When  it 
comes  to  a  more  regular  basis 
it  is  much  more  difficult." 


GERRY  ROBINSON,  chair¬ 
man  of  British  Sky  Broadcast¬ 
ing,  the  satellite  television 
company,  yesterday  said  that 
its  share  price  could  be  further 
weakened  during  a  period  of 
uncertainty  caused  by  a  move 
to  proceed  with  plans  to  create 
200  digital  television  channels. 

His  comments  were  made  at 
BSkyB's  annual  meeting  after 
shareholders  had  expressed 
concent  over  the  share  price, 
down  from  from  6624 p  earlier 
this  year  to  416p.  Yesterday,  the 
price  fell  a  further  lOUp  to 
405Ap.  BSkyB  is  40  per  cent 
owned  by  News  International, 
owner  of  The  Times. 

Mr  Robinson  said:  "There  is 
always  vulnerability  when 
you  Ye  introducing  something 
new.  Clearly  we  are  the  most 
successful  pay-TV  company  in 
the  world,  bin  when  you  set 
out  on  a  new  venture  there  are 
risks  associated  with  it  as  well 
as  opportunities." 

Yesterday,  BSkyB  reported 
a  7  per  cent  fell  in  pre-tax 
profits  to  £62  million  (£66 


million),  for  the  three  months 
to  September  30,  on  turnover 
up  24  per  cent  at  £330  million 
(£266  million).  Earnings  fell 
from  3.9p  to  3  Jp  a  share. 

The  fall  in  profits  was 
blamed  mainly  on  a  34  per 
cent  rise  in  operating  costs, 
from  £187  million  to  £251 
million.  This  was  caused  by 
the  renewal  of  BSkyB's  rights 
to  broadcast  live  Premier 
League  football  matches,  and 
the  costs  of  setting  up  new 
channels  and  a  digital  service. 

However,  BSkyB  said  that 
costs  had  been  offset  by  grow¬ 
ing  subscription  revenues, 
with  the  number  of  subscrib¬ 
ers  up  by  129.000  to  6.5 
million.  It  added  that  the 
launch  of  its  digital  television 
service  next  spring  would 
benefit  from  a  marketing  and 
promotion  deal  it  had  signed 
with  Cable  and  Wireless  Com¬ 
munications. 

BSkyB  confirmed  that  the 
subsidised  price  of  digital 
decoders  would  be  less  than 
£200  for  existing  subscribers. 


current  average  monthly  rate  of  fall 
at  15,000  to  35.000. 

Male  unemployment  fell  13.900, 
but  unemployment  among  women 
rose  4,400  overall.  Regionally,  every 
area  except  London  saw  an  increase 
in  female  unemployment 

The  Government  was  challenged 
over  the  figures  by  the  Liberal 
Democrats,  who  accused  ministers  of 
failing  to  improve  the  basis  of  the 
unemployment  data,  despite  pledg¬ 
ing  to  do  so  when  in  opposition.  Paul 
Keetch,  employment  spokesman, 
said  it  was  a  “sorry  state  of  affairs". 


RIB  blames  400 job 
cuts  on  uncertainty 

TOUR  hundred  jobs  are  being  cut  because  of  uncertainty  in 
the  "ml  industry,  mining  chiefs  confirmed  yesterday.  Hie 
jobs  will  be  lost  at  Maltby  Colliery,  Rotherham,  South 
Yorkshire,  which  is  owned  by  RIB  Mining.  Hie  company, 
which  warned  last  month  that  there  would  be  severe  cuts  at 
the  pit.  has  already  axed  50  jobs  at  the  Prince  of -Wales 
Colliery.  Ptmtefract.  West  Yorkshire,  and  45  at  Thoresby 
Colliery.  Nottinghamshire.  Most  of  the  men  who  will  lose 
their  jobs  at  Maltby,  winch  has  a  640-strong  workforce,  are 
employed  by  two  contracting  companies.  ..... 

An  RJB  spokesman  blamed  the  uncertainty  caused  by 


contracts  ifs  a  prudent  step  to  stop  work  on  developing  new 
reserves  we  may  not  need,  "We  can  re-start  operations  if 
necessary  —  ail  the  equipment  has  been  left  in  place."  Jeff 
Stubbs,  Maltby  Colliery  NUM  delegate,  said  the  reason  was 
that  the  Government  was  not  helping  the  industry.  "Theyare 
leaving  us  with  no  market,"  he  said.  “Everyone  at  the  pit  is 
understandably  depressed  about  it  all."  . 

SunAlliance  £75m  deal 

ROYAL  &  SUNALLIANCE  has  agreed  to  buy  a  40  per  cent 
stake  in  Seguras  de  Vida  La  Construcrion  for  about  £75  ,*»  > 

million.  La  Construction  is  the -third  largest  Chilean  life  f 
insurer,  with  premium  income  of.  £675  imUian  last  year  and 
net  assets  of  £34  million.  Royal  said  £34  million  of  the  cash" 
payment  would  take  the  form  of  new  equity  in  La 
Construction.  Hie  deal  includes  an  option  for  Royal  to 
increase  its  holding  to  51  per  cent  after  December  31, 1998 and 
call  options  whereby  it  could  buy  100  per  cent 

Channel  5  chief  switches 

DAVID  BROOK,  the  marketing  and  communications 
director  of  Channel  5,  is  on  the  move  again  18  months  after 
leaving  The. Guardian  to  take  responsibility  for  the  launch 
promotion  of  the  new  channel-  Mr  Brook  has  been  poached 
by  Michael  Jackson,  the  new  chief  executive  of  Channel  4, 
and  is  to  become  director  of  strategy  and  development  at 
Channel  4.  Apart  from  overseeing  both  consumer  marketing 
and  promotion,  the  former  newspaper  executive  will  take 
charge  of  Channel  4's  digital  channels. 

Arena’s  aim  for  course 

ARENA  LEISURE,  owner  of  the  Lingfield  Park  aH-weather  < 

racecourse,  is  negotiating  to  acquire- a  60-year  lease  on  N. 
Brighton  racecourse  from  the  local  authority.  Graham  Fair,  i 

Arena’s  chief  executive,  said  that  it  planned  a  £10  mfllion-phis  1 

redevelopment  of  the  course,  including  a  new  grandstand  and 
a  sports  bar.  Arena  almost  doubled  pre-tax  profits  to  £209,000 
in  die  half  year  to  August  31  because  of  a  contribution  from 
Lingfield  Park,  bought  in  June.  There  is  do  interim  dividend. 

The  shares,  placed  in  June  at  10p.  held  at  20Up. 

Low-income  gas  move 

BRITISH  GAS’S  prices  for  low-income  customers  may  be  on 
in  January,  the  industry  regulator  said  yesterday.  Hie  move 
would  overturn  the  company's  decision  to  cut  gas  prices  by  9 
per  cent  for  all  customers  except  those  using  pre-payment 
meters,  who.  it  says,  cost  more  to  sendee.  Clare  Spotiiswoode 
said  a  review  could  trigger  price  cuts  after  Martin  ONeOJ.  / 
chairman  of  the  Commons  Tirade  and  Industry  Committee, 
said  it  was  “wrong  that  regulators  chose  for  ideological  reasons  '■ 

to  duck  out  of  social  or  environmental  responsibilities". 

Northern  Rock  rate  rise 

ANOTHER  major  lender  yesterday  increased  its  mortgage 
rate  following  the  Abbey  National’s  lead.  Northern  Rock  has 
raised  its  standard  variable  rate  by  0.25  per  cent  to  8.70  per 
cent,  with  effect  from  December  1  for  existing  customers.  Hie . 

Abbey’s  new  rates  range  between  8.70  per  cent  and  8.60  per 
cent,  depending  on  the  amount  borrowed.  The  increases  are  a 
response  to  the  Bank  of  England's  decision  to  raise  the  bank 
bare  rate  0.25  per  cent  to  7.3  per  rent  A  Halifax  spokesman 
said  that  the  bank  was  still  “considering  its  options". 

Juiys  Inn  expands 

JUKYS  HOTEL  GROUP  has  unvoted  plans  to  develop  its 
economy  Jurys  Inn  division  in  Edinburgh  and  Manchester  at  a 
total  cost  to  the  Dublin-based  company  of  £17  million.  The 
Edinburgh  hotel  due  to  open  next  summer,  will  have  190 
bedrooms  at  about  £65  a  room.  Jurys  has  signed  a  25-year  lease 
and  wifl  invest  £3  million.  It  has  acquired  a  site  in  Manchester  ,  vy 
subject  to  planning  permission.  Total  development  costs  are  ; 
around  £14  million.  The  group  is  looking  for  further  sites  for 
the  Jurys  Inn  brand  in  Birmingham,  Leeds  and  London. 

Lubricants  plant  to  close 

BP  and  Mobfl  ore  to  dose  their  jointly  operated  lubricants 
plant  at  Uandarcy.  near  Swansea,  with  the  loss  of  400 
jobs.  The  closure,  due  to  be  completed  by  1999.  is  a  further 
blow  to  the  oil  industry  in  South  Wales  which  has 
suffered  a  series  of  cutbacks  in  refining  at  Milford  Haven, 

Qyfed.  The  270  staff  and  J30  contractors  at  Uandarcy  will 
start  to  leave  from  mid-1998.  Swansea  docks,  which 
handled  products  for  the  Uandarcy  plant,  will  also  lose 
business  as  a  result  of  the  closure. 

Oil  terminal  opened 

THE  Azerbaijan  International  Operating  Company,  a 
consortium  including  BP.  Exxon,  Amoco  and  Russia's 
Lukoil,  officially  opened  the  $70  million  (£41  million) 

Sangachal  oil  terminal,  which  is  expected  to  be  able  to  handle 
40  million  tonnes  of  oil  annually  within  ten  years.  Hie 
terminal  is  50  kilometres  south  of  Baku,  the  capitaLThe 
AlOC  aims  to  export  5  million  tonnes  annually  by  2002  ft  j 
through  a  pipeline  to  Novorossiisk  in  Russia  arid  through  ^  * 
another  crossing  Georgia  to  the  south. 
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BANKING  DIRECT  INSTANT 

ACCESS 

SAVINGS  ACCOUNT 

Gross%n 

Balances  of  £5,000  and  above 

ZOO 

Balances  under  £5,000 

5.00** 

BANKING 

DIRECT 

0500  804  804 

'Gross  -  The  annual  rate  ol  intrrat  payable  without  the  deduction  of  lower  raw  tax  to  eligible  non 
c-pavera.  *lBwre«  payable  annually  (monthly  option  available).  “Interest  rates  on  balances  brim  £5.000 
remain  unchanged.  Interest  rates  Bubtcta  10  variation.  Bank  of  Scotland  Banking  Direct  and  ??  are 
registered  trademarks  ot  The  Governor  and  Companv  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland. 
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From  Oliver  aigist 
IN  NEW  YORK 

WILLIAM  PERRY,  the  former 
US  Defence  Secretary,  has 
joined  the  board  of  Boeing,  the 
aerospace  and  defence  group. 
only  ten  months  after  leaving 
the  Pentagon. 

The  controversial  appoint¬ 
ment  could  rekindle  the  war  of 
words  with  Airbus,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  consortium  that  includes 
British  Aerospace.  Industry 
insiders  see  the  appointment 
as  a  ‘golden  thank  you  for 
services  rendered" 

Mr  tarry,  70.  is  known  as 
the  godfather  of  the  newly 
consolidated  US  defence  sec¬ 
tor.  In  1993.  he  gathered  in¬ 
dustry  chiefs  at  a  legendary 
dinner  at  the  White  House.  He 


Perry:  urged  mergers 

encouraged  them  to  merge  to 
cut  procurement  costs  and  told 
them  that  the  US  Government 
would  ignore  antitrust  consid¬ 
erations.  Four  years  after  the 


so-called  Last  Supper,  only 
three  of  the  dozen-plus  com¬ 
panies  are  left  over. 

Completing  the  mega- 
mergers.  Boeing  this  summer 
took  over  McDonnell  Doug¬ 
las.  primarily  a  defence  com-  • 
pany.  Airbus  was  highly  crit¬ 
ical  of  the  marriage  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  plane  maker  and  an 
arms  manufacturer.  It  fears 
that  McDonnell’s  government 
defence  research  funds  will  be 
used  to  subsidise  Boeing’s 
commercial  planes.  -  ■ 

Mr  Perry'S  appointment  is 
seen  by  industry-watchers  as 
evidence  that  the  Chinese 
walls  between  Boeing's  aero¬ 
space  and  defence  businesses 
are.  at  best,  knee-high.  The 
EU  Commission  had  threat¬ 
ened  to  block  the  McDonnell 


takeover  and  only  relented 
after  Boeing  agreed  to  erect 
administrative  barriers  be¬ 
tween  arms  manufacturing 
and  planemaking.  . 

Airbus  declined  to  comment 
on  the  appointment.  A  Boeing 
spokesman  said:  “William  Per¬ 
ry  also  sits  on  other  boards,  like 
United  Technologies.  He  has  a 
lot  of  different  talents.  He  has 
experience  in  academia,  indus¬ 
try  and  government.  He  is  also 
an  entrepreneur  who  started 
his  own  company." 

Mr  tarry.  Defence  Secret¬ 
ary  from  1994  until  this  year; 
will  not-  be  allowed  to  hold 
official  posts  in  Boeings 
procurement  division,  but  will 
act  as  a  corporate  lobbyist  in 
the  US  and  in  countries  de¬ 
pending  on  US  protection.' 
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J*rever  Martin  Tay- 
tor’s  career  should  take- 

SHSEE^ 

Wy  was  calling  the  shots.  % 
declaring  his  determination  so 
P^  ortof  large  areas  of  invest- 
J5S?  j£?un8\  ^  doing  away 
the  EK&  of  chief 

Taylor  pur  himself 

under  terrible  time  constraints, 
wnen  it  became  clear  it  was  the 
®dy  potential  purchaser  left  in 
the  orchard,  CSFB  to*  full 
^vantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
cherry  pick. 

Despite  Mr  Taylors  valiant 
efforts  to  maintain  that  he  is  not 
disappointed  with  the  deal,  the 
price  is  miserly  and  it  has  not 
e\en  brought  toe  dean  break  for 
which  he  must  have  hoped. 
Soidng  out  toe  2,000  back-office 
staff  still  has  the  makings  of  a 
messy  and  expensive  exercise. 
.The, ignominious  end  to  the 
BZW  dream  will  bring  shivers  to 
others  in  the  City.  National 
Westminster  has  avoided  toe 
Taylor  trap  by  refusing  to  com¬ 
mit  itsdf  to  selling  NatWest 
Markets  but  if  toe  CSFB  deal 
establishes  a  guide  price,  it  is 
now  more  likely  to  remain  wed¬ 
ded  to  toe  idea  of  keeping  the 
equity  business  and  merely  cut¬ 
ting  costs. 

And  having  watched  Barclays 
extravagant  people-buying 
spree,  there  should  now  be  some 


Why  the  old  guard  must  go 


querying  of  the- real  value  of 
individuals.  If  BQl  Harrison  and 
a  few  of  his  colleagues  had 
pooled  their  bemuses,  they  could 
easily  have  outbid  CSFB  but  they 
sensibly  kept  their  wallets  shut. 
Mr  Harrison,  bought  with  a  £1 
million  salary  and  a  guaranteed 
bonus  of -almost  as  much  to  head 
BZW,  made  many  dealers, 
wealthy  men  but  what  value  did 
it  all  create  for  Barclays? 

Taylor  was  increasingly  un¬ 
comfortable  with  the  high  salary 
packages  bang  awarded  -and 
this  was  one  of  toe  factors  that 
influenced  his  decision  to  stop 
trying  to  create  an  investment 
bank.  He  has  undoubtedly  tar¬ 
nished  bis  brilliant  reputation 
with  toe  way  that  exit  has  been  - 
conducted  but,  as  he  pointed  out 
yesterday,  toe  deal  was  trivial  in 
relation  to  Barclays  as  a  whole. 

Now,  if  he  is  to  regain  his 
irttege  as  one  of  the  top  leaders  in 
British  business,  he  is  going  to 
have  to  make  Barclays  motor. 
*’  ""  he  has  drastically  im- 

toe  profitability  of  toe 
but;  with  competition 
mounting,  be  faces  a  real  chall¬ 
enge-  He  has  pinpointed  toe  need 
for  the  bank  to  be  more  customer 
orientated,  but  there  are  many 
who  doubt  whether  he  can 
achieve  his  aims  without  a  rad- 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


ical  restructuring  of  the  hierar¬ 
chy.  There  are  still  key  people  in 
toe  upper  echelons  of  Barclays 
who.  m  their  early  days  with  toe 
bank,  were  forced  to  spend  time 
each  morning  perfecting  their 
copper  plate.  Mr  Taylor  has  been 
loathe  to  move  than  out,  but 
change  is  hard  to  accomplish 
when  toe  old  guard  is  so  much  in 
evidence.  Having  been  bloodied 
by  toe  BZW  deal,  he  may  now 
fed  ready  to  take  a  tougher  line 
with  toe  main  business. 

Life  exists 
outside  Europe 

Britain's  exporters  appear 
to  be  ter  more  doughty 
than  their  representatives 
suggest  While  organisations 
such  as  the  CBI  wail  about  the 
hardships  of  living  with  a  strong 
currency,  their  members  have 
been  admirably  nimble  on  their 
feet 

According  to  a  fascinating 


statistical  snippet  in  the  Bank  of 
England’s  Inflation  Report,  Brit¬ 
ish  firms  have  tried  to  mitigate 
the  effects  of  sterling's  strength 
by  redirecting  their  exports  to 
those  markets  with  stronger 
growth  and  where  the  pound's 
appreciation  has  been  less  pro¬ 
nounced.  So  it  is  that  toe  best 
export  performance  has  been  not 
only  with  America,  whose  strong 
recovery  offers  obviously  rich 
pickings,  but  also  in  less  obvious 
markets  in  toe  Middle  East. 
Latin  America,  Asia-Pacific  and 
Eastern  Europe. 

If  any  proof  were  needed  that 
Britain  is  not  hopelessly  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  markets  of  its 
European  partners,  net  exports 
to  France  and  Germany,  tra¬ 
ditionally  accounting  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  all  Britain's  exports,  have 
bear  negligible.  Of  toe  6.6  per 
cent  growth  in  export  volumes  in 
the  year  to  the  second  quarter, 
exports  to  France  and  Germany 
accounted  for  virtually  none  of  it. 

Europhiles  argue  that  trade 


with  the  European  Union  is  now 
so  important  to  Britain  that  only 
membership  of  tire  single  cur¬ 
rency  will  stave  off  economic 
disaster.  But  it  is  clear  that 
British  exporters  are  able 
successfully  to  tap  into  markets 
much  further  afield,  courtesy  of 
well-established  trading  ties 
across  toe  world. 

Britain’s  excellent  trading 
performance  in  toe  face  of  a  20 
per  cent  appreciation  in  sterling 
over  the  past  year  also  attests  to 
industry's  ability  to  cope  with 
wild  swings  in  toe  exchange  rate. 
This,  too.  suggests  that  life 
outside  the  single  currency,  even 
if  it  entails  great  volatility  in  die 
value  of  toe  pound,  would  not  be 
the  unmitigated  disaster  that 
euro  tens  would  have  us  believe. 

The  Bank  is  relying  on  toe 
strength  of  sterling  to  slow  the 
economy  to  a  more  sustainable 
pace.  The  apparent  resilience  of 
exports  suggests  toar  other 
depressants  might  be  required. 
Further  rises  in  interest  rates  are 


now  being  priced  into  the  market 
and  toe  Monetary  Policy  Com¬ 
mittee  of  toe  Bank  of  England 
will  certainly  have  found  en¬ 
couragement'  in  toe  report  to  fed 
that  it  could  move  again  nexi 
month.  A  rise  in  taxes  rather 
than  interest  rates  might  be  a 
more  reasonable  respone  but  the 
Government  has  precluded  that 
option. 

BMW  in  the 
driving  seat 

Vickers  did  not  even  have  to 
train  its  big  guns  on 
Mayflower  to  blow  it  out 
of  the  water,  for  BMW's  inter¬ 
vention  has  prevented  toe 
tankmaker  from  having  to  de¬ 
fend  a  bid. 

Mayflower  knew  that  it  had  to 
persuade  its  major  customer, 
BMW,  to  stand  aside  from  the 
battle  if  its  audacious  plan  was  to 
succeed  but,  in  the  event,  BMW 
has  dearly  signalled  that  it  is  not 
going  to  let  its  upstart  supplier 
get  its  hands  on  Rolls-Royce. 

Mayflower  hopes  its  with¬ 
drawal  will  mean  it  maintains  its 
good  commercial  relationship 
with  BMW.  And  why  shouldn't 
it?  By  precipitating  toe  skirmish, 
Mayflower  has  enabled  BMW  to 


warn  off  any  other  potential 
bidders  for  Rolls-Royce  and  dear 
the  way  for  its  own  takeover  of 
the  luxury  marque. 

The  German  company  has  the 
dual  advantages  of  having  toe 
pre-requisite  blessing  of  toe  Rolls 
Royce  aeroengine  company  and 
of  being  a  pivotal  supplier  to 
Rntis-'Raycecars,  which  do  not  go 
far  without  their  BMW  made 
engines. 

This  would  appear  to'  put 
BMW  firmly  in  the  driving  seat 
in  taking  Vickers  to  its  desired 
disposal  of  RR.  This  is  unlikely  to 
make  BMW  feel  generous.  Will 
toe  price  Vickers  can  get  for 
Rolls-Royce  tell  from  MOO  mil¬ 
lion  to  £300  million  or  less?  This 
is  something  Sir  Colin  Chandler 
must  guard  against.  Investors 
who  have  suffered  a  50  per  cent 
decline  in  Vickers  value,  relative 
to  the  engineering  sector,  before 
the  Mayflower  bid,  will  not 
swallow  a  RR  giveaway  now. 

Watching  brief 

SCHRODERS  has  been  poring 
over  Hambros  for  almost  six 
months  to  come  up  with  a  solution 
to  the  group's  problems.  Sadly, 
they  were  unable  to  produce 
anything  to  make  Sir  Chips 
Keswick  a  more  popular  man  as 
he  announced  some  dismal  fig¬ 
ures  yesterday.  Westdeutsche 
Landesbank  may  still  be  keen  an 
buying  the  banking  business, 
despite  its  fading  profits,  but 
perhaps  they  wanted  to  see  toe 
CSFB  deal  before  talking  price. 


City  cool  as 
Hambros 
profits  leap 

By  Richard  Miles,  banking  correspondent 


HAMBROS,  the  investment 
•bank,  yesterday  failed  to  can- 
Jnnce  toe  City  that  its  fortunes 
‘  are  on  the  mend,  in  spite  of  a  51 
per  cent  leap  in  prerajfprofits 
for  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Shares  in  Hambros  fell  by 
12^  p,  to  245p,  after  banking 
analysts  complained  that  the 
company  had  been  too  “tight- 
lipped’*  about  its  on-going 
review  of  operations. 

Sir  Chips  Keswick,  chair¬ 
man  of  toe  Hambros  group, 
declined  to  comment  ran  the 
progress  of  the  review, .  al¬ 
though  he  indicated  that  a 
quick  conclusion  would  be  in 
shareholders’ interests. 

Hambros  invited  Schraders  - 
to  conduct  the  strategic  review 
several  months  ago  after  some 
shareholders,  most  notably 
Regent  Pacific,  the  Hang  Kong 
Kid  manager,  expressed  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  the  bank’s 
performance. 

Schraders  is  investigating 
whether  Hambros  should  be 
broken  up,  or  even  sold. 
Reports  at  toe  weekend  of  an 
informal  approach  for  the 
banking  business  by  West¬ 
deutsche  Landes,  a  German 


bank,  have  been  played  down 
by  both  parties. 

One  much-touted  possibility 
is  for  Hambros  to.  hive  off 
Countrywide,  its  estate  agency 
business,  and  Hambro 
Insurance  Services.  The 
bank's  majority  stakes  in  toe 
two  companies  generate  more 
than  60  per  cent  ofits  current 
pre-tax  profits. 

-In  toe  six  months  to  Sept¬ 
ember  30,  pre-tax  profits  of 
Hambros  rose  to  £52.9  million, 
against'  £35  milfion.  for  the 
same  period  in  1996.  The  bank¬ 
ing  business  improved  to  £65 
mfflTon.  from  £4.1  mMan,  but 
profits  in  toe  investment  man¬ 
agement  4irm  slipped  to  £183 
motion,  from  £20.4  million. 

Sir  Chips  was  equally  reti¬ 
cent  about  the  bank’s  involve¬ 
ment  in  Andrew  Regan’s  ill- 
fated  bid  for  tile  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  saying  that 
he  Had  apologised  and  made 
restitution.  Although  the  hank 
has  never  disclosed  toe  sire  of 
toe  payment  to  CWS,  it  is 
thought  to  be  less  than  £4 
million. _  • _ .  * 
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Powerful 
recovery  by 
generator 

By  George  Sjvkll 

BRITISH  ENERGY,  the 
nuclear  power  generator, 
pleased  toe  City  with  a  first 
half  pre-tax  profit  of  £4  mD- 
lion,  a  sharp  turnaround  from 
the  previous  £53  million  loss. 

Brokers  had  expected  less 
from  the  normally  quiet  first 
half  and  upgraded  forecasts 
for  toe  full  year  from  £90 
million  to  E120  million.  The 
shares  rose  10b  p  to  382b  p. 
shorr  of  toe  high  of  436p 
reached  earlier  this  year  but 
way  above  the  198p  paid  by 
small  investors  who  applied 
for  shares  in  July  1996. 

Electricity  output  rose  4.4 
per  cent  allhough  wholesale 
prices  in  toe  pool  mechanism 
fcU  8  per  cent  British  Energy 
benefited  from  savings  in  fuel 
costs  arising  from  renegotiat¬ 
ed  contracts  with  BNFL.  _ 
The  half-year  dividend  rises 
per  cent  to  4.9p  from 
tamings  of  0.4p  (4.6p  loss)- 
Brokers  expect  a  share 
buyback  next  year. 


Energy  says 
gas  drive  is 
wanning  up 

ByPaulDurman 

THE  Energy  Group,  which  is 
awaiting  a  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  verdict 
on  a  £3.7  billion  reoonxmendr 
ed  takeover  by  PariBCorp  of 
America,  claims  to  be  taking 
about  a  quarter  of  the  retail 
gas  customers  who  have 
switched  from  British  Gas. 

John  Devaney,  chairman  of 
Eastern.  Energy's  UK  power 
business;  said  that  the  group  is 
already  supplying  cheaper  gas 
to  500.000  customers  taking 
advantage  of  the  roll-out  of 
competition  in  the  gas  market 

Energy  made  first-half 
operating  profits  of  £187  mil¬ 
lion,  down  from  a  pro  forma 
comparison  of  £196  million.  A 
£112  million  windfall  tax  pay¬ 
ment.  and  Increased  interest 
.  payments  stemming  from  En¬ 
ergy’s  demerger  from  Han¬ 
son.  led  to  an  aftertax  loss  of 
£34  mOBon,  against  a  £113 
million  profit  last  year.  Ener¬ 
gy  is  to  pay  an  interim 
dividend  of  8p  on  January  9. 


.  Taylor  Nelson  in 
.  talks  to  buy  Sofres 

By  Raymond  S noddy,  media  editor 

TAYLOR  NELSON  AGB.  the 
UK  market  research  gw*. 

»  confirmed 

was  in  advanced  negotiations 
to  buy  Sofres  of  France,  toe 
■  sixth  largest  marketing 
matron  group  w  toe  worw. 

The  deal,  which  is  likely  to 
be  worth  about  £130  mflton. 

--.would  make  Taylor  Nelson, 

‘  ^  toe  world's  fifth  rac¬ 

ket  research  group.  W  wmdd 
be  the  British  group's  Jarg«t 
acquisition  and  part  of  its 
strategy  to  become  a 
piayerin  the  market  research 


and  information  field.  The 
company,  which  is  capitalised 
at  about  £140  million,  has 
even  been  looking  ai  a  cau¬ 
tious  return .  to-  the  North 
American  market  after  toe 
disaster  suffered  by  AGB,  its 
predecessor,  a  decade  ago. 

Any  deal  would  be  funded 
by  a  combination  of  debt  and 
equity.  The  equity  component 
would  be  provided  in  part  by  a 
rights  issue  and  in  part  by  a 
subscription  of  shares  by 
Fimalac  Communications,  toe 
main  shareholder  in  Sofres.. 
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London  stays  calm  in 
face  of  Far  East  falls 


CITY  investors  were  treated  to 
another  volatile  performance, 
with  fresh  sell-offs  overnight 
in  the  Far  East  leaving  equi¬ 
ties  and  gilts  sharply  lower. 

The  outcome  could  have 
been  a  lot  worse.  But  the 
refusal  of  American  investors 
to  be  panicked  by  the  latest 
rum  of  events  saw  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  pare 
back  earlier  losses  of  88  points, 
enabling  London  to  close 
above  its  low  of  the  day.  The 
FTSE  100  index  finished  73 J 
down  at  4,720.4.  having  been 
113 3  down  at  one  stage. 

Once  again  turnover  was  on 
the  law  side,  with  719  million 
shares  changing  hands.  Inves¬ 
tors  are  proving  reluctant  to 
open  fresh  positions  ahead  of 
the  conclusion  of  the  Federal 
Open  Market  Committee 
meeting.  There  is  dearly 
mounting  pressure  for  fresh 
rises  in  rates  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.  The  latest  aver¬ 
age  earnings  and  unemploy¬ 
ment  statistics  were  seen  as 
positive,  as  was  the  Bank  of 
England’s  quarterly  inflation 
report  But  they  failed  to 
improve  sentiment 

BT  was  again  heavily  trad¬ 
ed,  with  turnover  reaching 
14.47  million  shares  as  the 
price  rose  3p  to  459' 2 p. 
Tradepoint  the  publicly 
quoted  rival  to  the  Stock 
Exchange,  claimed  another 
victory  with  3J8  million  of 
those  shares  traded  on  its 
order  driven  system. 
Tradepoint  finished  4'ap 
down  at  103p. 

Cable  &  Wireless  fell  7p  to 
478p  after  weighing  in  with 
half-year  figures.  Dick  Brown, 
chief  executive,  confirmed  die 
group  was  still  looking  for  a 
global  partner,  but  ruled  out 
any  link-up  with  BT  after  its 
failure  to  merge  with  MCI. 

Commercial  Union  was  the 
worst  performing  stock 
among  the  top  100  companies, 
dropping  55p,  or  6.8  per  cent, 
to  745p  with  brokers  express¬ 
ing  disappointment  over  its 
net  asset  value.  A  similar 
reception  was  given  to  Gener¬ 
al  Acddent.  down  27p  at  945p, 
earlier  in  the  week. 

Those  overnight  losses  that 
saw  both  the  Hang  Seng  and 
the  Nikkei  suffer  falls  of 
around  4  per  cent.  Impinged 
on  die  usual  clutch  of  com¬ 
panies  with  interests  there. 
HSBC  dropped  34p  to  £13.82. 
with  Standard  Chartered  off 
12p  at  frfl'zp,  and  Inohcape  5p 
lower  at  214p. 

A  lukewarm  reception  was 
given  to  the  move  by  Abbey 
National  to  raise  its  mortgage 


Dick  Brown,  left  who  ruled  out  any  link-up  with  BT, 
and  Robert  Lerwili,  finance  director,  of  GStW,  down  7p 


rate  to  8.70  per  cent  The 
shares  tumbled  46p  to  932p. 

There  was  further  blood¬ 
letting  among  the  high  street 
retailers  amid  growing  fears 
that  the  rise  in  the  cost  of 
borrowing  will  curb  spending 
in  the  run-up  to  Christinas. 

Argos  dropped  12p  to 
648t2p.  House  of  Fraser  9‘zp 
to  192 l2p.  Kingfisher  iO'zp  to 
817^,  Dixons  25p  to  665p. 


Next  lOp  to  722,2p.  and  Save 
Group  6p  to  97'zp.  Great 
Universal  Stores  also  lost 
9‘zp  at  673p  after  Dresdner 
Klein  wort  Benson,  the  broker, 
moved  its  recommendation 
from  a  ■'hold"  to  a  “sell". 

MinJVfet,  the  mining  group 
that  has  struck  gold  in  deepest 
Devon,  was  lp  dearer  at  (Pap 
by  the  dose  after  disclosing 
that  the  result  of  the  diamond 


WAVES  COMPANIES  FINDING 
THEIR  OWN  LEVELS 


1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — r — r 

Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jim  Jut  Aug  Sap  Oct  Nov 


THE  water  sector’s  ability 
to  outperform  on  days 
when  the  rest  of  the  market 
is  in  free-fall  has  made  it 
something  of  a  haven. 

The  few  spots  of  blue 
seen  on  traders’,  screens 
yesterday  were  recorded  by 
the  water  companies. 
Thames  Water  rose  21*ap  to 
878 ‘zp.  Anglian  6p  to  779p, 
Seven  Trent  I6*ap  to  878p. 
and  Yorkshire  Ibp  to 
451  ^  p- South  West  was  also 
5p  firmer  at  872 *2  p,  ahead 
of  half-year  figures  ont  later 
today. 

Robert  MOler-Bakewell, 
of  NatWest  Markets,  says: 
“The  water  sector’s  perfor¬ 


mance  has  been  rattier 
better  than  the  rest  of  the 
market  on  those  down 
days.  H  really  is  a  defensive 
area." 

But  even  if  the  market 
turns  better  the  water  com¬ 
panies  still  have  their  at¬ 
tractions.  Thames  has  not 
ruled  out  a  share  buyback 
and  others  may  follow  suit 
But  there  may  be  caution 
ahead  of  the  Green  Budget 

“There  will  be  a  reason¬ 
ably  good  news  flow  over 
the  new  few  weeks,  which 
should  see  the  sector  con¬ 
tinue  to  outperform  the 
market”  adds  Mr  Miller- 
Bakewell. 
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drill  assay  programme  at 
Creditor!  Trough  was  “very 
encouraging". 

Mayflower  Corporation 
marked  time  at  176 ‘zp  after 
finally  deciding  to  abandon 
any  attempt  at  launching  a  bid 
for  Vickers,  down  ISp  at  235p. 
It  follows  a  threat  from  BMW. 
the  German  car  maker,  to 
scrap  its  deal  to  supply  ere 
gines  to  Rolls-Royce  Motors,  a 
subsidiary  of  Vickers,  if  the 
bid  had  succeeded. 

The  cash  offer  from  Bupa. 
the  healthcare  group,  lifted 
Care  First  12p  to  153'ap.  But 
the  nursing  homes  operator 
has  rejected  the  terras,  valuing 
the  company  at  £241  million, 
or  I50p  a  share. 

Etam  jumped  13'zp  to 
I33‘ap  after  agreeing  to  the 
terms  of  the  £93  million  offer 
from  Etam  Developments,  its 
French  namesake  which  oper¬ 
ates  more  than  700  women's 
clothing  and  lingerie  shops. 
The  terms  are  worth  135p  a 
share  cash. 

First-time  dealings  in 
Workplace  Technology  got 
off  to  an  encouraging  start 
after  a  placing  by  Dresdner 
Klein  wart  Benson  at  I75p. 
Shares  in  the  computer  ser¬ 
vices  specialist  opened  at  187p 
before  dosing  at  their  best  of 
the  day  with  a  rise  of  34‘zp  at 
209‘zp  as  238  million  were 
traded. 

WQliam  Sinclair  rose  7p  to 
228lap  after  encouraging  com¬ 
ments  about. current  trading. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Bond 
prices  suffered  losses  stretch¬ 
ing  to  £13*  as  worries  about 
interest  rate  rises  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic  hit  sentiment. 

Prices  edged  higher  in  early 
trading,  reflecting  the  unem¬ 
ployment  average  earnings 
and  Bank  of  England  inflation 
report  which  were  all  judged 
positive.  But  the  picture  soon 
souted  after  US  Treasury 
bonds  kicked  in  with  opening 
falls  as  the  FOMC  got  down  to 
the  job  of  deriding  whether  US 
rates  should  rise. 

£n  the  futures  pit  the  De¬ 
cember  series  of  the  long  gilt 
was  left  nursing  a  loss  of  E3 1 32 
at  £1 162  ‘  32  as  a  total  of  140.000 
contracts  were  completed. 

In  longs.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2021  plunged  £IJ*  to  £115*16, 
while  among  shorter  dated 
issues  Treasury  7  per  cent 
2002  was  £'*  off  ar  UKP32. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Shares  suf¬ 
fered  early  losses  as  Asia 
continued  to  worry  investors. 
There  was  a  limited  rebound 
and  by  midday  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  was  2136 
lower  at  7.536.S7. 


New  York  (midday): 

Dow  Jones _ -  7536J7  {-21-86} 

SAP  Composite  „  W336(-OZ9 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei  Average - 15434.17 

Hong  Kong: 

Hang  Seng  — — 

Amsterdam: 

AEX  Index - 


,  9607.01  H0&Z8 


.  S44J2  f-1  IJV 


Sydney: 

AO - 


2510.9  f-l  3-1} 


Frankfurt 

qax - - — 


.  3659-27  1-71  SI} 


Singapore: 

Strata  - - 


I  &8S.  TO  (,1-Cffl 


Brussels; 

General  — 


,  JX»W>*{-1J.7S) 


Paris: 

CACAO.. 


.  2B96L60  (-3.111 


Zurich: 

SKA  Gen 


1I38J0  HI-*) 


London: 

FT  30 - 

FTSE  100  ~ 
FTSE2SO 
FTSE  350. 


3091.1  H*4 
•172041-73-3) 

4581.1  1-54-5) 
2288.0  (-33.9) 


FTSE  Enrotraefc  100  —  24Kk68  {-2LK8 

FTSE  AlhSHare - -  22*338  (-32.16) 

FTSE  Non  Ftnandala  „  2284.99  [-23.85} 

FTSE  Fixed  [merest - I31S2  f-OM) 

FTSE  Govt  Secs - 9W6  {-OS9) 

Bargains  - - —  509M 

SEAQ  volume _ i — .  719.5m 

US$ _  1.7058(^0016) 

29399  1+0000) 
104.4  (+06} 


German  Mart: 
Exchange  Index 


Bank  of  England  oftlcfal  dow  (4pm) 

E.-ECU _ 1^4827 

EtSDR -  1.2331 

RP1 _ 1S9.5  Oct  C3.79M  Jan  1987=100 

RPDC _ 157.9  Oet  (ZS»}  Jan  1987=100 


Asset  Mngmt  zero 

101  *4 

BG'B' 

29V 

... 

Buckland  invwrts 

10 

.  •  . 

BucRIand  invstmnts 

17*s 

Crcscolntl 

IS3'i 

,  ,  . 

Holmes  Place 

161 '1 

-  2 

Laiclrways  ( 155) 

165 

a  .  , 

Leicester  diy 

824 

Mari  bo  rough  InU 

1024 

Metals  russia 

864 

NSB  Retail  Sys 

1654 

_  *1 

Newsquest  (25CQ 

240 

-  14 

Nottingham  Fist  (70) 

594 

.. . 

Nycomed  Am  N/v  TOST: 

-  724 

SHL  Group 

2754 

-  6 

Ultraframe 

1774 

. .. 

Weather  Action 

874 

Workplace  Tech 

2094 

Xaar 

1074 

Azlaxi  n/p  (37)  26*5  +3 

Counrty  edns  n/p  5  -  1 

Jourdan  T  nip  (45)  4 

Meyer  Inti  n/p  (36Q)  4  -  IH 

Recognition  Sys  n/p  2  V 


RISES: 

Care  First . L.  153^  (+I2p} 

CeWeA  Wire  Corns . 25Qp  (4-12p) 

Smiths  Inda . . 862p  f+32p) 

Admiral  8S0p‘  (+T5p) 

Legal  &  Gan . 49^j(+11p) 

Maks  Spencer. .  584p(+11p) 

SaJgecoach  ..j _ _  709p(+t1p) 

Critehtey  ..... 

Blacks' Lais  ^.3?... JL  442p  (+Kp) 
FALLS: 

Oxford  (nst . .  350p  (-St'sp) 

Network  Tech . . 119p(-tlrt 

Vickers . .  235 Vp  (-18p) 

Com  Union . . . 74Sp(-4Sp) 

Smith  David . . . 202*43  (-14p) 

Sappi . 3571^  (-24p) 

B8A  . .  375p  (-24p) 

Wffliams .  340p  (-21p) 

Xenova . 160p(-10p) 

Hamtaros . . . 245p  (-12lsp) 

GRE . 295p(-15p) 
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C&W  rings  the  changes 


CABLE  &  WIRELESS  was  a  bit  vague  about 
the  identity  of  the  businesses  to  be  sold,  but,  in 
truth,  there  are  any  number  of  candidates- 
Dick  Brown,  chief  executive,  inherited  myriad 
small  investments  in  telecoms  businesses 
from  his  predecessor.  These  only  reinforced 
the  markers  perception  that  C&W  is  an 
investment  trust  rather  titan  an  operating 
business,  condemning  the  shares  to  trade  at  a 
discount  to  a  perceived  break-up  value.  * 
Happily,  the  proposed  £1  billion  sell-off  will 
have  three  useful  consequences  that  should 
narrow  the  share  price  discount  Selling  off  its 
interest  in  just  two  businesses,  such  as  its 
stakes  in  Bouygues  Telecom  and  the  South 
African  Mobile  Telephony  Network,  would 
yield  almost  half  the  mooted  billion,  thus 
lending  credibility  to  break-up  valuations  of 
C&W  ranging  from  630p  to  650p.  Secondly, 


the  removal  of  a  slug  of  the  minority  interests 
-should  turn  C&W  into  something  more  akin 
to  an  operating  company  with  a  visible 
strategy.  And  finally,  the  disposals  will  reduce 
losses.  C&W’s  associates  include  many  start¬ 
up  telephony  projects  that  inevitably  lose 
pioneyror  three  to  four  years.  Disposals  could 
eliminate  a  deficit  of  about  £60  million  from 
the  revenue  account. 

C&W^  chief  executive  is  naturally  resistant 
to  talk  of  mergers  with  BT  and  the  tike.  The 
notion  that  C&W  is  just  another  turkey  for 
Christmas  is  not  flattering.  But  the  reality  is 
that  most  of  the  regional  Bell  companies  in 
America,  lacking  an  overseas  presence,  would 
see  C&W  as  an  attractive  asset,  offering 
instant  access  to  international  traffic  and  a 
valuable  entr£  into  China.  The  shares  should 
climb  further. 


Waddington 

WADDINGTON  has  been 
punished  enough.  Piggy¬ 
backing  on  a  boom  in  direct 
mail  from  banks  and  former 
building  societies,  it  is  ddiv^ 
ering  solid  profits  growth 
and  investing  heavily.  Yet  its 
shares  still  wallow  at  only 
10.7  times  prospective 
earnings. 

Why  should  this  be? 
Because  Waddington  is  a 
paper  and  packaging  com¬ 
pany  —  a  sector  the  City 
dislikes.  It  is  also  small, 
which  the  City  (ikes  even 
less,  and  it  has  yet  to  be 
forgiven  for  a  profit  collapse 
three  years  ago. 

Yet  it  still  delivers  10  per 
cent  underlying  earnings 
growth  from  solid  business¬ 
es,  the  best  being  its  UK 
printing  operations  where  it 
enjoys  a  commanding  share 
of  a  growing  market.  In 
addition,  its  US  medicine 


bottle  division  is  buoyed  by 
the  American  passion  for 
taking  vitamin  pills,  which 
sell  like  Smarties  in  the  good 
times. 

Only  the  European  carton 
business  lags,  pressured  by  a 
scrum  of  desperate  printers 
that  undercut  each  other  in  a 
mad  scramble  for  cereal  box 
contracts.  Everyone  is  suffer- 
mg.  and  the  weak  are  going 


under,  leaving  the  .  prospect 
of  a  market  dominated  by 
smaller  but  more  powerful 
players. 

Waddington  is  taking  the 
initiative,  investing  £10  mil¬ 
lion  in  new  plant  hoping  to 
profit  in  the  upturn,  but  its 
other  divisions  are  deliver¬ 
ing  16  per  cent  earnings 
growth  and,  at  267*2 p,  the. 
shares  look  cheap. 


BOXING  CtEVER 


r 


iliffitMSi 


Nou-Oac  Jan 1  Feb1  Mar1  Apr 'May1  Jun ' 


Aug1  Sep'  Oct 


;<  1 .  ■ 


Vanguard 

IN  THIS  share  market,  a 
biotech  company  must  be 
either  mad  or  desperate  to 
seek  to  raise  money.  But 
Vanguard  Medica,  which 
wants  another  £48  million, 
boasts  some  of  the  best 
brains  In  the  pharmaceutical 
industry.  One  must  therefore 
conclude  that  its  finances  and 
short-term  prospects  are  less 
rosy  than  they  appear. 

With  £35  million  in  the 
bank,  the  company  has  no 
immediate  need  for  cash.  But 
is  dbes  need  to  food,  new 
compounds.  A  “virtual" 
pharmaceutical  company, 
tocteM-its-own- early  stage 
research.  ff  depends  on  plac¬ 
ing  up  drug  projects  that  faff 
off  the  conveyor  belts  of  the 
big  pharma  companies.  This 
has  proved  harder  than  an¬ 
ticipated  for  Vanguard  which 
has  added  only  one  new 
to  its  pipeline  since 
:,  18  months  ago. 

But  the  industry  giants, 
keen  to  squeeze  as  much 
value  as  possible  from  their 


research  spending,  may  be 
increasingly  reluctant  to  pass 
on  minor  gems  to  Vanguard. 
Moreover,  its  most  developed 
drug,  a  migraine  treatmoit, 
is  to  be  sold  fay  SmithKIme 
Beediam  —  the  same  com¬ 
pany  that  discovered  the 
compound.  Just  how  much 
value  can  Vanguard  contrib¬ 
ute  as  piggy-m-the-middle? 
With  the  backing  of  its  fam¬ 
ous  names.  Vanguard  had  an 
easy  story  to  float  But  inves¬ 
tors  should  think  again  be¬ 
forebacking  this  share  issue. 

Hambros 

HAM  BROS  has  become  the 
incredible  shrinking  bank 
ind  there  must  be  some  dan¬ 
ger  that  it  will  disappear  alto¬ 
gether  if  action  is  not  taken 
soon.  The  banking  operation 
managed  to  raise  its  pre-tax 
profit  by  £3  million  during 
the  year,  largely  because  of 
reduced  bad  debts  but  the 
real  story  was  told  by  the  op¬ 
erating  line  where  profits 
halved  to  £5  million. 

How  can  almost  £300  mil¬ 


lion  in  assets  produce  a  re¬ 
turn  of  just  £5  million?  Could 
the  sheer  sire  of  its  board, 
packed  with  illustrious  City 
names,  be  too  much  for  such 
a  small  bank  to  support?  The 
Ming  share  price  of  . Ham¬ 
bros  is  putting  an  ever  small¬ 
er  value  on  the  bonk.  After 
deducting  the  value  of  the 

Sri  stakes  in  Hambro 
trywide  and  Hambro 
Insurance  and  the  unquoted 
investments,  the  bank  is 
worth  about  £180  xzuflfon. 

Given  the  level  of  profits, 
even  that  figure  lodes  optimis¬ 
tic.  Curiously,  the  bank  is  at¬ 
tracting  unwanted  attention 
from  a  number  of  investors 
who  must  be  expecting  more 
than  a  Special  dividend  of 
shares  in  Countrywide  and 
Hambro  Insurance.  As  the  si¬ 
lence  from  the  Hambro  board¬ 
room  grows  ever  more  deafen-  ^ 
ing,  the  temptation  to  sell  risesijn^ 
but  in  merchant  banking, 
fools  and  their  money  are  easi¬ 
ly  parted.  Somebody  might 
just  want  this  bank.  Hang  on. 


Edited  sr  Carl  Mortished 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sett 

Vd 

Long  Gilt 

Dec  97  - 

117-SI 

I180Z 

116-19 

116-21 

141 S97 

Frertous  open  liuneti  I»i7i 

Mar*»  . 

11802 

118-13 

117-30 

11707 

1304 

German  Govt  Bond  (Bund) 

DecV7  - 

10251 

10279 

10216 

1Q231 

163022 

ntrious  open  Interest  2bVra 

Mur  08  . 

11X105 

10205 

I0J.7D 

10132 

893 

German  Govt  Bond  (BobQ 

Dec  97  _ 

iro.+s 

10254 

mi  7 

103.18 

9724 

Previous  open  Imexcst  22451 

MATOS  . 

IQX84 

10284 

10277 

10250 

286 

Italian  Govt  Bond  (BTP) 

Dec  17  .. 

IIL7D 

111.72 

111.17 

111-26 

42922 

Pirriraa  open  Imetcsi  11KBB 

Mar  98  . 

II 1-017 

111.70 

1IIA6 

lllj« 

656 

Japanese  Govt  Band  pGB) 

Dec  97  _ 

129.70 

129.75 

I29JI 

l»JI 

6014 

Mar  98  , 

128.90 

128.03 

12R» 

1 28.752235 

Three  Mth  .Sterling 

OK  07  ^ 

9ZJ0 

OZJi 

9225 

OZJI 

38203 

Mar  98  . 

02.15 

9224 

9212 

9219 

51053 

previous  opes  tntnot  TZNTO 

Jon  OH  - 

02.13 

0222 

9209 

.  9216 

445X1 

Three  Mth  Euromark 

Dec  97  _ 

Oh.18 

06.19 

96.12 

96.12 

77953 

Previous  open  in  teres/  ITtbSil 

Mar  08. 

95.91 

OS.9I 

OSS7 

OUST 

43008 

Three  Mth  EnraCra 

Dec  97  _ 

9X58 

0158 

93J3 

9354 

14010 
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Mar  98  . 

94U0 

94-31 

WUJ 

94JS 

97L8 

Three  Mth  Euroswiss 

DecW  - 

97JB 

97.93 

97JB6 

9TJW 

4925 

Previous  open  Interest  1(0724 
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97  no 

07.73 

9768 

97.70 

6508 
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Dee  97  _ 

9529 

05J0 
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<KJ8 

W9 
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9VZ1 

95J4 

95JI 

9502 
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FTSE  100 

Dec  97  . 

4757.0 

47694) 

4TQ10 

475141 

14573 

Previous  open  Interest  73S3T 
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470UJ 

4TO6J0 

4780.0 

479«1 
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Dollar  CD* 

5.63 
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5JC 
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Sunk 
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5V5V 

sv-y. 

5“ir“» 

SV-4% 

DwhAennrfc 

r.sv 

3*w3V 

3n»r,,« 

r«-"» 

4-3 
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3V3V 

J'r-P- 
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J*rr. 

3V2V 
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BofiSoce  Open  S3W-30-3N.ro  Chtse  *30a3V3QB.70  High  831000-31040 
Lmtioaio-med  AMiUiaio  PM-.smiS 

Kfuturjmifc  S39UXHID00  (El  80.75-1 82.751 

Phtimm  IMJ.GO  (£23) £01  Sihcr  54.96  £2.9 151  PBlhdinE  CI2J»tiL24jn) 


Mid  Rules  fw  12 

Amsterdam. _ 

Brussels _ 

Copenhagen - 

Dublin - 

Fraaidurt-^— 

Lkbon - 

Madrid - 

Milan _ _ 

.Monucal- 


N’tWYOlfc _ _ 

Oslo—.--—  ... 

Parts - - 

Stockholm - 

Tokyo - 

Vienna - 

Zurich _ _ 

Soaroc  Ertri 


Range  dose  1  month  3  nunth 

3J979-JJI57  3J127-3-3JS7  I'rlpr  3V3*ipr 

bCUQWiO.683  60W7-KUHU  22-1 7pr  6r-54pr 

11.133-11 195  11.IB5-1UQS  V.pr  l-'.pr 

1.1 107-1. 127 1  1.1230-1. 1271  13-7pr  43-3bpr 

Z92S4-L9422  2.9390-2.4422  l-’u>r  rr-r.pr 

2*»M9-30022  2W.VXV  Xfc.22  Wjpr  1'rlVpr 

24705-248.4  1  24417-2-18,41  5*4lpr  164-1 45pr 

2864A-28 SOO  287&»2Mao  L2-dpr  7S-55pr 

L4C35-L4I09  2.«35-L4053  a7S4L73pf  149-MQw 

1.7058-1.7106  1.7058-1.7065  026«L24^W  0.7880.757pr 

U.96fr  120208  liDll-litm  v*.pr  I'rlpr 

Vjaxxmss  9a471-9JS28  3V3-UW  JJ^r 

1277b- 12.835  12816-12830  V*«pr  l-’j»r 

214J54-2I5J5  2 14.64-21 4  JW  lVl’-nr  4’Hpr 

20590-20.709  2OM1-20.TO9  VHpr  2V 1 W 

2-37bS-2J9Qb  2-3881-23906  IVlpr  JW.pr 

Plrnriam  •  pr.  Discount  -  os. 


1 - 

- - — . — 

- 1.4398-1.4409 

Germany  —  — 

- 1. 7199-1. 7193 

wrawra  7-731W.732D 

7(fflrwmm 

Sweden  - - - - 

-  7rt96 1-7  JD3  5 

Bahrain  dinar - 

- 063854X6525 

Fmland  marisia - 

-  8.7HJD+L8910 

Hong  Kong  dollar  — 

— .  13.1827-13.1939 

Malaysia  ringgit - 

New  Zealand  dollar  . 

-  SMO&SJOA 

-  27300-27337 

Singapore  dollar  — 

-  26866-Z.M16 

UA  Editliam - -  6JZZfr6J585 

BanJtcf*  Tretasrty  +  Lloyds  Bank 

ro.ar-.h- 

31  975 

ASDA.GP  L2JCO 
Abbey  NU  5.700 
AflQceALsfc  737 
AUtedDam  3,-too 
AB  Foods  477 
BAA  2JM0 

BATUldS  1400 
BG  6500 

BOC  50b 

BP  8400 

4.1O0 
WOO 
BT  14*00 

Bk  of  Soot  2JK3Q 
Baidoyi  3.100 
Bass  2JDOQ 

BlllhOD  3JSD0 
Blue  Circle  1.400 
Boots  2X100 
Bab  1,800 

BA  J5O0 

BrUtsh  Land  846 
Brit  Sled  4,100 
Cable  Wire  8.400 
Cadbury  3jno 
carinuicnu  1,700 
Centrica  3*n 
Cm  Union  i000 
Dlums  911 

EMI  LOCO 

EDCna*Cp  854 
EnterprOQ  i.900 
GKN  489 

ORE  3JDQO 

OU5  97b 

Gen  W*  6» 
Gen  Elec  12500  ■ 
Glaxo  well  sjofl  * 
Granada  -2400 
Grand  Ms  5A00. 
Guinness  1200 
HSBC  3JSCO 
Halifax  L500 
Hfys  M0 

ICT  LOOT 

XlnGOs&er  ijqot 
«J«MO  3.100 
Lid  broke  moo 
Land  Secs  899 


Legal  a  Go  i  JOT 
Lloyds  TSB  8300 
Lueasvartty  qjoo 
Maria  tor  7J00 
Natws  Bfc  3XOO 
Nat  Grid  4  JOT 
Nat  Power  zsoo 
Non  L800 
Noiwlcbun  5 JOT 
orange  l.ioo 
Pao  LOOT 
Peaison  ixoo 
PowerGoi  1/W0 
Prudential  4.I0O 
RMC  37b 

Ralltradt  6» 

Rank  Croup  1,700 
Reddn  Co!  )jm 
Reed  InU  3300 
XewokU  3.400 
Renters  LOOT 
RloTtnio  2.3CO 
Roils  Boyce  xsoq 
Rival  a  Sun  4,900 
Royal  Bk  SCI  660 
sweway  2J00 
Salmbuiy  4,900 
Sriunlera  126 
Sent  &  New  MOO 
Sent  Power  i  JOT 
5vm  Trent  i.ooo 
Sbefl  Trans  I6J00 
Store  3JSOT 
Soiiu  Bch  9,100 
Smlttulndi  296 
Sideband  4.400 
Son  life  i.-KU 
TJGp  LOOT 
Tesoo  7,700 
Thames  W  IxXO 
Tbnddna  1 JOT 
Uullew  10,400 

uiduiuides  ijoo 
uw  New*  1OT0 
vodafaw 
Whitbread 
Wllttum 

Wolseley  _ 

Wootwlch  7-7nn 
Zeneca  1X00 


Not  12  No*  II 
■nkidaj  dose 
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R  member  the  Bupa  a dvw- 
nsin8  campaign?  “You’re 
gazing.  We  want  yw,  to 
Z&Jf*  ^  This  is  not  an 

eptftet  that  could  be  appBed  to  Hie 
*  O^FirsTthe 
S™!?  h®*»  provider  for  which 
gjf®  has  launched  a  £241  million 

management  have  no 
““““Uty  and  die  business  is  a 
complete  mess."  one  industry 
;  commented  yesterday. 

*25®  shareholders  must  be 
delighted  that  Bupa  has  come  (o 
Die  rescue." 

Why,  though,  would  Bupa  wish 
*?  juy  a  prenrimn  for  a  portfolio  of 
Jjrob.  unappealing  musing  homes 
with  an  average  ISO  beds  and  no 

en  suite  SteOiSes? 

^By  contrast  rival  providers  are 

offering  modenv  comfortable  50- 
bed  homes  with  their  own  bath¬ 
rooms  as  standard  and  Care 
First’s  cannot  compete.  Despite 
excitement  in  the  1980s  over  Ivy 
potential  yields  on  private  musing 


Bupa  expansion  may  prove  unhealthy 


tomes,  die  industry  is  currently 
suffering  from  overcapacity  and  a 
squeeze  on  local  authority  fund. 
Currently,  there  are  much  higher 
margins  to  be  gained  from 
bomecare  and  private  medical 
insurance  business. 

The  strategy  behind  Bupa's  bid 

is  its  wish  to  diversify.  Bupa  has 
'seen  its  share  of  the  private 
medical  insurance  eroded  from  a 
peak  of  nearly  60  percent  in  the 
UK  to  just  under  45  per  cent  over . 
the  past  decade. 

Bupa  and  other  providers  are 
also  aware  thata  large  proportion 
of  die  population  before  Labour 
wiU  be  in  office' for  ten  years  and 
wQl  save  foe  National  Health 
Service  during  that  time.  There¬ 
fore.  the  logic  goes,  private  medi¬ 
cal  insurance  is  an  unnecessary 
luxury.  Currently  15  per  cent  of  foe 


The  acquisition  of  Care  First  might  seem  a  bargain  but 
could  prove  a  worthless  deal,  says  Marianne  Curphey 


population  has  some  form  of 

medical  insurance  policy,  but  the 

number  sold  has  been  fiat  over  the 
past  few  years  and  the  removal  of 
tax  relief  cm  medical  insurance 
polides  for  the  ovcrtiOs  in  foe  last 
Budget  dealt  the  industry  another 
blow. 

Healthcare  analysts  believe  Bu¬ 
pa's  initial  proposal  of  a  premium 
of  around  15p  a  share  was  pitched 
in  order  to  avoid  a  hostile  takeover 
battle;  since  there  are  likely  to  be  a 
fow  other  bidders  for  the  business. 
After  Care  First’s  rejection  of  foe 
bid  yesterday.  Bupa  is  ffleefy  to 
increase  the  offer  to  an  adt&tiooaj 


Sp  per  share  bat  no  higher.  Unlike 

a  pubtidy  quoted  corporation. 
Bupa’s  status  as  a  private  com¬ 
pany  means  it  needs  to  guard  its 
reputation  and  image  jealously. 
Any  bad  publicity  resulting  from 
an  aggressive  takeover  battle 
might  backfire  on  the  provider 
which  has  spent  tens  of  mOfions  of 
pounds  cm  advertising. 

Besides.  Bupa  has  £600  million 
of  spare  cash  in  its  reserves  and 
does  not  have  the  same  pressure 
as  a  listed  company  would  have  to 
come  up  with  swift  returns  for 
institutional  shareboiders. 

Bupa's  board  has  the  freedom 


to  make  deals  such  as  the  pro¬ 
posed  Care  First  bid  and.  al¬ 
though  it  has  a  panel  of  governors 
and  trustees  to  whom  it  must 
report  they  are  nnfikdy  to  veto 
the  move. 

Bupa  is  probably  the  only 
provider  in  the  market  for  whom 
this  deal  may.  in  time,  work  out 
Paul  Saper.  a  healthcare  analyst 
with  Laing  &  Buisson.  said:  “Bupa 
has  now  built  up  a  strong  reput¬ 
ation  in  the  healthcare  find.  It  is 
so  well  known  among  the  popula¬ 
tion  that  customers  are  likdy  to 
opr  for  a  Bupa  nursing  home  on 
the  strength  of  that  image  alone. 


Tins  is  a  chance  for  Bupa  to 
exploit  (he  strength  of  its  corpo¬ 
rate  image  which  it  has  sport 
years  braiding  up.” 

Die  strategy  will  take  time  to 
bear  fruit  and  is  not  without  its 
risks.  There  are  plenty  of  small 
nursing  home  providers  who  fell 
fay  the  wayside  after  the  1980s 
revolution  in  care  for  the  elderly 
foiled  to  take  off. 

On  paper  the  figures  look  right 
by  2025  the  number  of  people  in 
the  UK  who  are  over  85  —  the 
greatest  users  of  longterm  care  — 
wifi  have  almost  doubled  to  L5 
million.  However,  since  the  early 
1990s  when  local  authorities  were 
given  control  of  nursing  home 
rending,  cash  for  admissions  has 
dried  up  and  the  number  of 
occupied  nursing  home  beds  has 
fallen.  With  high  fixed  costs,  the 


operators*  profits  came  under 
pressure  and  share  prices  fell. 

This  is  one  of  the  reasons  that 
Goldsborough  was  gradually  re¬ 
ducing  its  dependence  on  nursing 
homes  before  Bupa  launched  a 
bid  for  it  earlier  this  year. 

As  Bupa  looks  for  diversifica¬ 
tion  abroad  it  is  also  attempting  to 
keep  a  tight  rein  on  costs  at  home. 

It  is  in  the  process  of  trying  to 
introduce  a  contract  with  hospital 
consultants  to  reduce  expenses  by 
setting  limits  for  foe  fees  surgeons 
can  charge  for  operations.  The 
British  Medical  Association  has 
objected  to  the  scheme  which 
some  consultants  have  described 
as  blackmail.  Bupa  knows,  how¬ 
ever,  that  more  policyholders  are 
claiming  on  their  insurance  and 
premiums  are  rising.  Only  time 
will  tell  whether  diversifying  into 
nursing  homes  when  they  are  out 
of  favour  with  the  market  will 
leave  Bupa  sitting  cm  a  bargain  or 
saddled  with  a  worthless 
investment 


Europe  should  learn  from  US 


stance  on  tackling  pollution 


AMERICAN 

AGENDA 


BRONWEN 

MADDOX 


T; 


(here  is  a  case  for 
doing  nothing  about 
global  wanning.  Sci¬ 
entists  increasingly 
agree  that  man-made  pollution 
will  cause  the  world  to  heat  up. 
but  they  stffl  have  tittle  idea  of 
the  effects.  The  US  Vice-Presi- 
dentt  apocalyptic  vision  that 
we  wfll  all  be  living  in  a  water- 
world  fo  for  from  proven.  Better 
to  waft  Until  we  see  foe  harmful 
effects,  and  braid  walls  around 
Bangladesh  if  neoessaxy,  than 
tp  risk  reining  in  current  eco-: 
nomk  growth;  reducing  foe 
wealth  available  to  make  that 
eventual  adjustment 
:  That  is  a  respectable  view,if-- 
unfashionable.  It  is  one  1  share. ' 
Die  UK.  m  particular,  should ' 
consider'  ft  seriously  as.  the  • 
British  Isles  may  even  benefit 
from  the  predicted  changes.  Sir 
Ebert  May.  the  UK  Govem- 
rSenfs  chief  scientific  adviser, 
himself  a  supporter  of  action  to 
combat  global  warmmg.  sug¬ 
gests  that  "by  the  year  2020. 
climate  change  in  Britain  is 
likely  to  correspond  roughly  to 
a  northward  shift  in  climate 
characteristics  of  stole  100  to 
200  kflometres.  Many  might 
think  that  no  bad  thing. 

This  is  not.  though,  a  case 
much  aired  at  the  weekend  in 
Tokyo,  when  two  dozen  coun¬ 
tries  tried  to  draft  a  convention 
for  160-odd  countries  to  sign  at 
next  month's  meeting  in  Kyoto. 

In  those  negotiations,  the 
Clinton  Administration  has 
been  much  pilloried  fry  Europe¬ 
ans  for  taking  a  supposedly  soft 
)  stance.  But  if  countries  are  to 
1  “do  something"  about  global 
wanning,  the  US’s  recom¬ 
mended  approach  is  the  only 
sensible  one.  The  moral  note 
adopted  by  the  Europeans  in 
chastising  the  US,  and  by  the 
British  Government  in  particu¬ 
lar.  is  both  unjustified  and 
unhelpful-  From  December  1  to 
10  in  Kyoto,  signatories  to  a 


US  viewpoint  President  Clinton  wants  a  permit  system  through  which  countries  can  buy  the  right  to  stay  dirty 


1992  UN  Himatp  change  con¬ 
vention  will  try  to  hammer  out 
binding  targets  for  developed 
nations  to  cut  emissions  of 
“greenhouse  gases”,  mainly 
carbon  dioxide,  which  are 
believed  to  cause  global  warm¬ 
ing.  The  meeting  has,  attracted 
astonishing  professions  of 
support  from .  the  main 
industrialised  countries,  com¬ 
pared  with  their  lukewarm 
amdudes  a  year  again  Tokyo, 
politicians  declared  firmly  that 
foe  gulfs  between  their  posit¬ 
ions  could  be  bridged. 

It  is  hard,  though,  to  see  foe 
source  of  this  optimism;  with 
Kyoto  just  three  weeks  away, 
the  gulfc  remain.  The  US 
wants  developed  countries  to 
return  their  emissions  to  1990 
levels  between  2008  and  2012. 
Japan  wants  a  5  per  cent  re¬ 
duction  from  1990  levels  with¬ 
in  foe  same  time  frame.  Most 
ambitious,  the  European 
Union  wants  a  15  per  cent  re¬ 
duction  by  2010.  The  terms  an 
which  developing  countries 
might  be  brought  into  foe  con¬ 
vention  are  also  disputed.  ' 

The  Senate,  which  must 


ratify  US  participation,  insists 
developing  countries  commit 
to  targets  fay  2010.  The  US  Ad¬ 
ministration  also  wants  a 
global  system  erf  “tradeable 
permits”,  through  which  corn*- 
tries  can  buy  foe  right  to  stay 
dirty  from  cleaner  nations. 

Negotiations  were  bound  to 
be  tense.  A  good  case  can  be 
made  far  each  of  the  following, 
conflicting  views  of  .how  the 
cost  should  be  shared:  foe 
greatest  burden  should  fall  on 
those  that  contributed  most 
past  potiutfan;  on  those  that 
will  contribute  most  in  the 
future;  on  those  that will  suffer 
least  from  foe  effects  (or  even 
benefit);  ex-  on  those  that  use 
energy  least  efficiently. 

But  the  European  target  is 
peculiarly  inflammatory.  It 
starts  from  none  of  these 
principles,  nor  from  any  ap¬ 
peal  to  equity;  it  amply  pro¬ 
poses  an  arbitrarily  chosen 
reduction  from  an  arbitrarily 
chosen  starting  point  of  1990. 
Underpinning  foe  EU*s  ap¬ 
proach,  and  its  unease  about 
the  US’S  suggestion  of  a  global 
marketin  pofiution  permits,  is 


a  curious  moral  tone.  Peter 
Jorgensen,  European  Com¬ 
mission  spokesman,  pro¬ 
nounced  the  US’s  recommen¬ 
dations  as  “simply  not  good 
enough"  saying  that  the  US 
did  not  “face  up  to  its  global 
responsibilities'’. 

Michael  Meadier,  the  UK 
Environment  Minister,  in 
Washington  before  the  Tokyo 
meeting,  chastised  foe  Ameri¬ 
cans  for  "not  showing  leader¬ 
ship,  not  being,  prepared  to 
make  as  much  effort  as  every¬ 
one  else". 

That  line  erf  criticism  misses 
the  point.  What  matters  is  the 
overall  reduction  in  global 
emissions,  not  the  individual 
effort  It  is  “a  better  use  of 
money",  as  one  US  official  put 
it,  for  the  US  to  pay  dirty 
countries  to  adopt  cleaner 
technology  than  for  it  to  im¬ 
prove  its  already  relatively 
high  standard  of  energy  effici¬ 
ency.  It  does  not  matter  that 
the  “effort”  does  not  come 
within  America's  50  states. 

What  is  more,  there  is 
something  of  humbug  in  the 
European  position.  J  t  has  seen 


Europe-wide  emissions  re¬ 
strained  since  1990  by  the 
collapse  of  East  German 
heavy  industry  and  by  reces¬ 
sion.  It  is  also  demanding  that 
the  EU  be  treated  as  one  unit, 
within  which  the  emissions  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  rise. 

In  the  UK’s  case,  the  moral 
tone  in  the  Government's 
statements  veers  towards  the 
comic,  given  the  pronounce¬ 
ments  of  Labour  in  opposition. 
A  current  article  by  Mr 
Meacher  contains  the  follow¬ 
ing  passage:  "CO2  emissions 
in  foe  UK  have  fallen  since 
1990.  thanks  to  the  liberalisa¬ 
tion  of  electririly  combined 
with  various  government  pro¬ 
grammes.  Restructuring  our 
electricity  system  revealed  just 
how  inefficient  ft  was.  Once 
competition  was  introduced, 
new  companies  came  in  and 
built  highly  efficient  gas-fired 
plants.”  It  is  scarcely  credible 
that  a  Labour  minister, 
straight-faced,  can  take  credit 
for  polides  of  the  previous  gov¬ 
ernment  once  so  bitterly  con¬ 
tested:  foe  deregulation  of  elec- 


Lloyd’s  loss 


THE  anonymous  writer  of  a 
poison  pen  letter  being  ped¬ 
dled  around  about  Charles 
Fry,  chief  executive  of  Johnson 
Fry,  had  better  check  his  or 
her  facts.  Fry  is  understand¬ 
ably  denying  the  allegation: 

that  he  “allowed”  his  wife  Jane 

\o  be  made  bankrupt,  so  evad- 
•ing  any  moral  obligations  to 
repay  her  losses  at  Uqyols  for 
her.  The  facts  are  thus.  Fpr 
became  a  name  in  1983  and  his 
wife  joined  five  years  later.  “In 
keeping  with  many  other 
people  I  gave  coy  wife 
£100,000  and  made  her  a 


name  at  Lloyd's.  Within  three 
years  she  had  lost  £600,000," 
says  Fry.  His  wife  then  went  to 
the  hardship  committee  at 
Lloyd’s.  This  allowed  her 
debts  to  be  forgiven  after  a  few : 
years. 

“I  am  a  member.  I  did 
equally  as  badly  as  she  did.  T 
have  paid  all  my  losses.  1 
resigned  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year."  There  was  no 
obligation  -under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  stand  behind 
his  wife's  debts,  says  Fry, 
who  professes  little  concern 
about  such  allegations  being 
circulated  about  his  private 
life.  ' 


once  the  American  bank  final¬ 
ly  arrives  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  Some  Mirror  employ¬ 
ees  are  unhappy  that  the  new 
Citibank  Tower,  now  bong 
built,  is  starting  to  cut  off  their 
splendid  views.  The  news 
should  amuse  those  local  in¬ 
habitants  who  blame  foe  Tbw- 
er  far  blocking  their  televirion 
reception.  Happfly,  I  am  told, 
the  office  of  David  Montgom¬ 
ery.  chief  executive,  is  not  af¬ 
fected.  So  Monty’s  towering 
vision  remains  intact. 


Petty  cash 


*  I  hove  some  bod  news  for  in¬ 
vestors  in  London  &  Conti¬ 
nental  Railways,  the  part- 
Virgin  consortium  that  is 
burning  a  line  out  of  London 
towards  the  Channel  Tunnel 
Eurotunnel  was  asked  yester¬ 
day  if  it  was  lending  any  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  venture  This  and 
that,  said  John  Noulton,  di¬ 


rector  of  public  affairs  In¬ 
cluding  help  mth  arawii 


_  ^  4  iraWing  up 

the  financing  plan .  With 
friends  like  these ... 


at  the  High  Court  He  is  coco# 
the  gaggle  of  City  scribblers 
who.  as  1  reported,  have  been 
drafted  in  to  help  Queens 
Moat  Houses  to  fight  its  de¬ 
fine  against  foe  action  for  un¬ 
fair  dismissal  by  John 
Bairstow  and  other  former  di¬ 
rectors.  BZW  was  Queens 
Moafs  joint  broker.  Peter  tells 
me  this  will  be  his  last  week  in 
foe  City.  Currentty  working 
far.  Hudson  Sandler,  the  pub¬ 
lic  relations  firm,  he  is  retiring 
at  foe  age  of  56.  Best  wishes  for 
the  future,  Peter,  and  I  seem  to 
remember  I  owe  you  hzneh. 


MUCH  speculation  fit  the 
press  of  late,  they  tell  me,  on 
just  who  will  be  taking  over 
from  Rupert  Murdoch  as 
chairman  and  chief  executive 
of  The  News  Corporation.  He 
was  himself  tadded  yesterday 
by  reporters  on  the  my  sub¬ 
ject  An  announcement  would 
definitely  be  made,  he  said. 
“7i »  months  after Tm  dead.” 


CHRIS  WRIGHT,  chairman 
of  Chrysalis  Group,  is  accus¬ 
tomed  to  dropping  in  unan¬ 
nounced  at  the  company's 
radio  station.  Heart  106.2. 
When  he  did  so  yesterday  the 
station  had  a  temporary  ac¬ 
counting  difficulty.  Two  listen¬ 
ers  had  won  £1.000  in  a  com¬ 
petition.  but  there  was  no  one 
there  to  write  foe  cheques. 
Wright  pulled  out  his  wallet 
and  settled  up  in  cash.  Mind 
you.  if  I  know  Chris  this  prob¬ 
ably  left  him  with  at  least  an¬ 
other  ten  grand  in  petty  cash. 


Martin  Waller 


Closed  door 


Clear  vision 


1  BOwing  out 


“You 
it  later,  I 
boJyitwas* 


fd  bought 
tell  1 


every- 
flench  outfit” 


BUMPED  into  Feter  Hifliar, 
the  genial  former  Barclays  de 
Zoete  Wedd  leityme  analyst 


I  HEAR  that  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  Mirror  Group, 
which  inhabits  foe  Tower  at 
Canary  Wharf,  and  Citibank 
may  not  be  that  sparkling 


DISHONEST  salesmen  flog¬ 
ging  gas  on  foe  doostep  have 
been  a  nuisance  for  some  time. 
But  one  doorstopper  who  de¬ 
manded  cash  just  to  put 
householders  in  touch  with 
one  of  British  Gas’s  rivals 
nxtre  than  met  his  match.  The 
doorstep  in  question  was  that 
of  Martin  O’Neil!,  chairman 
of  the  Trade  and  Industry 
Select  Committee  —  and  cur¬ 
rently  overseeing  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  competitive  gas 
market 


Chris  Wright  settled  up 
with  two  Heart  106.2 
competition  winners 


m 
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triefty,  the  “dash  for  gas”  by 
the  liberalised  generators  and, 
incidentally,  the  closure  of  the 
UK  coal  industry.  He  now 
instructs  the  US  to  follow  foe 
UK’s  lead  in  deregulation,  erit- 
itising  the  US  coal  industry  for 
“vehemently  opposing"  ft. 

Drollness  aside.  he  is  right 
in  that  the  changes  have 
equipped  Britain  with  cheaper 
and.  incidentally,  deaner  en¬ 
ergy.  He  could  go  further,  and 
reexamine  Labour's  persist¬ 
ing  hostility  to  nuclear  power, 
which  at  present  provides  a 
third  of  Britain’s  dectridty 
and  half  of  Scotland's.  By  2015, 
almost  all  of  that  nuclear 
power  will  be  phased  out  The 
targets  foe  UK  Government  is 
now  so  confident  of  meeting 
may  look  rather  more  elusive. 

In  spite  of  Mr  Meacheris 
ambivalence  about  the  sale  of 
nudear  power  to  developing 
countries,  he  might  also  take 
the  chance  to  ask  why  foe  UK 
nudear  industry,  subsidised 
for  so  long  on  foie  ground  foal 
it  would  one  day  produce 
valuable  exports,  is  lagging 
the  Americans,  Canadians 
and  French  in  selling  to  China 
and  India. 

Rather  than  berating  the  US 
for  lack  of  “effort”,  Britain  and 
other  European  countries 
should  remember  the  lesson 
dosest  to  home,  in  Eastern 
Europe:  that  a  few  simple 
steps  to  dean  up  dirty  coun¬ 
tries  offers  large,  quidc.  rela¬ 
tively  cheap  cuts  in  pollution. 
They  should  also  learn  the 
lesson  of  last  month’s  sale  of 
US  nudear  reactors  to  China: 
that  improving  the  energy 
efficiency  of  developing  coun¬ 
tries  offers  huge  trading 
opportunities. 

If  they  are  serious  about 
adopting  workable  targets,  the 
US's  recommendation  of  a 
global  market  in  pollution 
permits  is  foe  sensible  course. 
Or  they  could,  of  course, 
choose  to  do  nothing. 


Bank  shows  backbone  with  rate  rise 


From  Mr  Samuel  Jacob 
Sir.  the  Bank  of  England's 
Monetary  Policy  Committee 
has  finally  developed  some 
backbone.  Its  decision  to  lift 
interest  rates  by  25  basis 
points,  wrong  footing  the  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  process,  is  the  first 
piece  of  proactive  monetary 
policy  since  independence  was 
granted.  Hitherto,  we  have 
seen  the  Bank  adopting  a 
passive  reactionary  stance,  in¬ 
creasing  interest  rates  as  and 
when  the  markets  expected 
such  a  move  in  a  classic  case  of 
the  tail  wagging  foe  dog. 

Economic  literature,  how¬ 
ever,  shows  us  that  the  most 
effective  changes  in  monetary 
policy  are  those  unantidpated 
by  the  market. 

The  surprise  nature  of  foe 
move  bears  a  striking  resem¬ 
blance  to  foe  30  basis  point 


rise  in  German  rates  imple¬ 
mented  last  month  by  the 
Bundesbank  —  an  exemplifi¬ 
cation  of  sound  anti-inflation¬ 
ary  independent  central  bank 
polity. 

Finally  we  have  a  monetary 
policy  based  on  the  underlying 
economic  fundamentals  rath¬ 
er  than  whimsical  political 
considerations  or  market  ex¬ 
pectations.  The  short-term 
pain  of  some  economic  agents, 
eg.  exporters  and  mortgage 
payers,  must  be  traded  off 
against  foe  longer-term  fruits 
of  economic  stability.  Let  the 
dog  wag  its  tail  and.  if  it  must, 
let  it  bite  too. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Samuel  Jacob, 

Economist, 

Uni  on  Cal 

Comhiil,  EC3. 

<uca02@centreneLco.uk. 


Art  subsidies  and  higher  spending  tourists 


From  Mr  Richard  Harden 
Sir.  Roger  Bootle  (November 
10)  dismisses  as  “ridiculously 
weak”  the  argument  that — for 
foe  sake  of  foe  tourist  industry 
—  subsidies  are  necessary  to 
bolster  London  as  a  leading 
arts  centre. 

Mr  Bootle  bases  this  on  foe 
assertion  that  most  tourists 
are  as  interested  m  Phantom 
of  the  Opera  as  in  foe  Royal 
Opera  House. 

The  key  fact  he  completely 
overlooks,  however,  is  that, 
economically  speaking,  the 
UK  is  already  very  much  in 
need  of  a  “better  dass"  of 
visitor  —  though  tourist  num¬ 
bers  continue  to  escalate,  the 
UK  is  failing,  according  to  a 
recent  report,  to  increase  aver¬ 


age  “spend”  per  visitor  in  foe 
same  way  as,  say.  France.  So 
London,  in  particular,  gets 
maximum  congestion  for 
minimum  economic  benefit. 

Mr  Bootle's  coup  de  grace  — 
he  seems  to  think  —  is  to 
wonder  whether  we  should 
start  subsidising  hotels  on  the 
same  principle  as  the  arts. 

What  same  principle?  With¬ 
out  subsidies,  there  will  still  be 
hotels.  But  without  subsidies  it 
is  entirely  possible  that  there 
would  be  no  grand  opera  in 
London  at  all. 


Yours  faithfully. 
RICHARD  HARDEN, 
Harden's  Guides. 

29  Villiers  Street. 

WC2. 


Thumbs  down 


From  Mr  David  C.  Askren 
Sir,  1  am  contacting  you  in 
response  to  your  Business 
article  “BA’s  New  Colours 
Given  Thumbs  Up  Overseas". 
While  Mr  Ay  ling  may  think 
he  has  overseas  support  for 
his  “new  look",  he  does  not  in 
the  US.  Most  people  in  the 


airline  industry  here  see  the 
new  liveiy  as  a  huge  blunder. 
Brand  identity  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  in  this  business.  Mr 
Ayling  would  be  better  off 
spending  foe  £60  million  on 
service  improvements. 

Yours  sincerely. 

DAVID  C.  ASKREN, 

2777  Woodland  Pk  Dr.  No  810. 
Houston,  Texas,  USA. 


INSTANT  ACCESS  WITH  6.20% 


OOSSPjL 


•  Instant  access  with  a  cheque  book 
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No  minimum  cheque  withdrawal  or  deposit 


For  more  information  please  call  our  24-hour  answeqjhone  on  01 71  -203-1 650  or  call  one  of  our 
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Better  rules  for  smaller  firms  it  aii  ends  in  teare  tor 


Isobel  Sharp  says  the  new  ruling 
is  a  compromise  but  represents  a 
big  change  in  financial  reporting 


If  you  always  do  what 
you’ve  always  done,  you'll 
always  get  what  you  al¬ 
ways  goL  With  this  adage  in 
mind,  will  accountants  dare  to 
be  different  and  take  on  board 
last  week's  new  Financial  Re¬ 
porting  Standard  for  Smaller 
Entities  (or  FRSSE  for  short)? 

There  are  good  reasons  for 
doing  so.  For  example,  the 
FRSSE  is  a  mere  72  pages  of 
the  essential  accountant’s  gob- 
bledegook.  If  that  seems  exces¬ 
sive,  then  the  alternative 
should  be  considered.  That  is 
continuing  direct  compliance 
with  the  700  pages  of  the  other 
26  financial  reporting  stan¬ 
dards  from  the  Accounting 
Standards  Board  and  14  ab¬ 
stracts  from  the  Urgent  Issues 
Task  Force. 

But  wouldn't  seven  pages  be 
better?  I  think  so.  But  apart 
from  reducing  the  type  size  to 
the  illegibly  small,  it  cannot  be 
done,  at  least  for  now.  How¬ 
ever.  there  is  hope  for  the 
future  if  we  keep  on  the  case. 
The  FRSSE  represents  the 
end  of  the  beginning  and  a  start 
of  a  new  chapter  in  financial  re¬ 
porting.  Since  accounting 
standards  were  first  issued  in 
the  UK  in  1971.  the  cry  has  been 
that  these  standards  are  unnec¬ 
essary  or  unsuitable  for  smaller 
companies.  Attempts  to  provide* 


An  unwieldy 
head  count 

AS  PART  of  the  programme  of 
“getting  closer  together-,  se¬ 
nior  staff  at  Price  Waterhouse 
and  Coopers  &  Ly brand  are 
meeting  to  ensure  a  smooth 
transition  towards  merger. 
The  meetings  are  meant  to 
identify  issues  that  should  be 
sorted  out  One  of  these  would 
appear  to  be  the  relative  effici¬ 
ency  or  bureaucracy  of  each  of 
the  firms.  One  meeting  was  of 
department  heads  from  one 
particular  discipline.  Twenty- 
two  people  turned  up  —  two 


exemptions,  particularly  in  the 
Eighties,  were  unsuccessful. 
The  standards  continued  to 
apply  to  all  generally,  al¬ 
though  piecemeal  reliefs  were 
given.  Overall,  die  position 
remained  unsatisfactory. 

The  financial  reporting 
standards  issued  in  the  Nine¬ 
ties  are  clearly  distinguishable 
by  their  length  and  complexity 
from  those  issued  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  two  decades.  This  is  not 
a  criticism.  The  new  standards 
are  designed  to  meet  the  needs 
of  users  and  to  cater  for  the 
complex  business  arrange¬ 
ments  met  in  practice. 

While  larger  companies  have 
also  been  complaining  from 
time  to  rime  of  standards 
overload,  the  position  for 
smaller  firms  was  becoming 
insupportable,  if  not  downright 
silly.  Change  was  needed.  Most 
agreed  with  that.  But  what  the 
change  should  be  generated 
widely  divergent  views.  Com¬ 
plete  exemption  was  not  an 
option  that  would  command 
support  or  respect.  Whether 
accountants,  no  longer  armed 
with  accounting  standards  to 
follow,  would  create  anarchy  in 
small  companies'  accounts  is 
probably  unlikely.  But  there 
would  be  uncertainty  and  con¬ 
fusion  among  users,  such  as 
the  banks  and  the  tax  authori- 


from  Price  Waterhouse.  2D 
from  Coopers.  “How  many 
people  do  you  think  it  takes  for 
them  to  change  a  lighrbulbT 
was  muttered  under  the  Price 
Waterhouse  breath. 

Puzzling  attire 

IAN  BRIN  OLE.  currently  UK 
senior  partner  of  Price 
Waterhouse  but  the  man  who 
will  rejoice  in  the  intergalacric 
title  of  Global  Risk  Manage¬ 
ment  Leader  should  the  merg- 


Isobel  Sharp  would  prefer  a  document  of  seven  pages,  not  72 


ties,  accustomed  to  receiving 
accounts  produced  against  a 
known  template. 

So  the  compromise  was  the 
FRSSE.  The  next  task  is  to 
ensure  that  things  improve. 
That  needs  flair,  imagination 
and  adaptability,  not  only 
from  accountants,  but  also 
from  the  supreme  UK  regula¬ 
tor.  the  Government.  That  is 
why  the  Institute  of  Chartered 


er  go  through,  is  trying  to  en¬ 
act  some  culture  change  of  his 
own.  Always  fond  of  bright 
ties,  he  has  taken  to  wearing 
one  depicting  brightly  col¬ 
oured  jigsaw  puzzle  pieces.  By 
December,  should  partners 
vote  the  merger  through,  he 
will  doubtless  reveal  what  the 
completed  puzzle  means. 

Poor  tuning 

MORALE  is  always  low  when 
a  chief  executive  is  removed. 


Accountants  of  Scotland  is 
asking  this  week  for  a  separate 
Companies  Act  for  smaller 
companies.  In  its  report  Better 
Low.  Better  Business,  the  insti¬ 
tute  wants  company  law  seg¬ 
mented  by  company  size.  In 
this  way.  there  would  be 
specific  focus  in  law  on  the 
regulation  of  small  com¬ 
panies.  Another  step  that 
could  be  achieved  readily 


And  so  it  was  ar  the  English 
1CA  when  Andrew  Colquhoun 
resigned  last  week.  What  is  re¬ 
quired  is  an  upbeat  message  to 
staff  to  try  to  raise  morale 
again.  The  head  of  adminis¬ 
tration,  Paul  Clicker,  does  not 
appear  to  have  done  his  cause 
much  good.  He  chose  the 
same  time  to  announce  to  sev¬ 
eral  staff  that,  because  the 
grading  system  had  inexplica¬ 
bly  got  out  of  kilter,  they  could 
ail  forget  about  pay  increases 
this  year.. 


would  be  an  increase  in  the 
turnover  threshold  for  qualifi¬ 
cation  as  a  small  company 
from  £28  million  to  £42 
million.  That  would  allow  a 
further  12,000  companies  to 
benefit  from  die  present  small 
company  exemptions  in  com¬ 
pany  law  and  to  be  able  to 
adopt  the  FRSSE. 

Although  these  steps  are 
relatively  easy,  the  next  stage, 
proposed  by  die  institute,  of 
modernising,  simplifying  and 
improving  the  law  for  smaller 
companies  would  not  be  easy. 
Some  desired  elements  might 
be  possible  only  if  the  Euro¬ 
pean  law  is  changed.  This  takes 
time  and  patience.  However, 
the  end  product  —  law  fit  for 
the  new  millennium  and  sized 
to  meet  the  needs  of  smaller 
firms,  is  worth  the  struggle. 

Views  will  be  divided.  This 
was  evident  in  the  process  of 
producing  the  FRSSE.  The 
best  summary  was  in  a  piece 
of  Irish  research-  Asked 
whether  people  have  concerns 
about  a  possible  relaxation  of 
standards  for  small  com¬ 
panies,  the  helpful  response 
■was;  -Some  do  and  some  do 
noL  Seme  have  no  opinion  one 
way  or  the  other.” 

Pbrhaps  the  only  measure  of 
progress  will  be  change  itself, 
whether  that  is  viewed  as 
good,  bad  or  indifferent 

The  author  is  a  partner  in  Arthur 
Andersen’s  Professional  Stan¬ 
dards  Croup  and  a  member  of  the 
ASB 's  committee  on  accounting 
for  smaller  entities  and  the  fCAS 
t oorking  party  responsible  Jbr  the 
Betnr  Law.  Better  Business  report 


Debate  that  grates 

THE  General  Practitioner 
Board  of  the  English  ICA  is 
keen  on  the  issue  of  whether  au¬ 
dits  should  be  abolished  for 
small  companies.  For  one.  abo¬ 
lition  might  wipe  out  the  need 
for  small  practitioners.  So  they 
have  organised  a  debate  an  De¬ 
cember  10.  whh  the  motion  that 
small  firms  needn’t  have  an  au¬ 
dit.  Unfortunately  such  a  line  is 
not  official  policy.  The  board 
has  panicked  and  what  was  to 
have  been  an  open  debate  will 
be  behind  closed  doors.  - 

Robert  Bruce 


man  with  Achilles’  ear 


THE  annual  London  dinner  of  the  Scots  Colqu 
ICA.  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  the  ire 
every  year  at  the  Savoy,  is  a  great  occasion.  It  part  C 
is  good-humoured  It  has  to  be.  What  other  ptann 
accounting  institute  could  get  away  with  Anc 
describing  England  and  Wales  as  an  “area" .  ■  badly 
But  an  area  dinner  it  is. 

This  year  it  was  even  more  eventful  than  had.  1 
usuaL  But  it  was  not  the  Scots  who  were  messa 
creating  the  stir.  It  was  the  English.  The  But  ; 

EnglishlCA  was  known  to  be  in  the  throes  of  coocei 
agreeing  a  leaving  package  for  Andrew  Sen 
Colquhoun,  its  chief  executive  and  severing  each 
its  connections.  Yet  the  rumour  was  that  he  institii 
was  at  the  dinner  and  ready,  to  take  his  place  agoit 
on  the  top  table.  And  so  be  did.  beaming  in  on  ofl 
all  directions.  It  was  a  curious  decision.  But  a  profe 
brave  one.  him  u 

The  other  rumour  running  around  the  final  < 
dinner  was  that  Colquhoun  intended,  two  that  h 
days  later,  to  take  his  place  at  the  monthly  Congj 
council  meeting  that  would  decide  his  fate.  It  institi 
carae  as  no  surprise,  when  the  Wednesday  be  dti 
came,  to  discover  that  he  had 
“resigned”  the  previous  day. 

Colquhoun  had  been  with  *£&&&&&& 

the  institute  since  1984.  He  MmKfmMwmA 

joined  it  from  S  hand  wick  MrKwifN 

Consultants,  after  a  period  in  JUL 

the  Foreign  Service,  to  be  *  HaML 
head  of  public  relations.  j 

Colquhoun  is  a  startlingly  rejj 

bright  man  —  firet-dass  hon-  afflfaaar  yff  \ 

ours,  doctorate,  and  an  MBA 
taken  in-  spare  time  and  M’. 

achieved  with  distinction  —  W& 

but  he  had  one  real  foiling.  If 
someone  can  have  an  Achfl- 
les9  heel  in  their  ear.  It  was 
be.  He  had  difficulty  listen¬ 
ing.  And  he  was  not  a  _ 

chartered  accountant  .  pnnpDT 

This  should  not  matter.  XvUDiiivl 

Administration  is  adminis-  BRUCE 

tration.  His  predecessor, 
when  he  took  over  in  1990, 
had  been  a  civil  servant  But  the  institute  has  Coiqu 
never  known  exactly  what  it  wanted  of  its  be  un 
secretary  and  chief  executive.  And  gradually  genen 
the  institute  bureacracy  multiplied.  It  was  the  entbui 
spirit  of  tiie  times.  Governance  was  the  letter 
watchword  and  govonance  meant  setting  up ' .  begun 
committees,  directorates  and  working  par-  Laine 
ties,  many  of  them  simply  keeping  an  eye  on  -  BDO 
each,  other.  Steadily;  initiative  ebbed  away.  •  Maste 
People  became  so  used  to  getting  flak  for  any  Maste 
decisive  act  that,  with  their  energy  drained'  a  ruth 
away  by  constant  second-guessing,  they  .  tap 
either  len  or  took  simply  to  getting  by..  be,  as 

-  It  was  always  going  to  endin  tears.  And  by  good 
last  week  the  final  act  tok  place.  In.  a  '  recogt 
sepulchral  atmosphere  in  the  council  chain-  forwa 
ber,  Chris  Laine.  the  usually  genial  president,  carefu 
read  out  the  statement  that'  “Andrew  specif 


Colquhoun,  secretary  and  chief  executive  of 

the  institute,  is  to  leave  his  current  position  as 
part  of  a  package  of  management  changes 
planned  by  thecouncfl  of  the  institute.” 

And  that  was  it  It  had  been  startlingly 
badly  bandied.  For  some  weeks,  anyone 
trying  to  get  a  hold  of  Colquhoun  for  a  chat 
had  been  told  he  was  i(L  After  several 
messages  like  this,  people  become  concerned. 
But  as  far  as  tire  institute  staff  were 
concerned,  he was  either  ill  or  stffl  in  harness. 

Senior  members  of  staff  receive  a  memo 
each  week  detailing  the  activities  of  the 
institute's  executive  members.  Three  weeks 
ago  it  told  than  Colquhoun  was  in  New  York 
on  official  business.  Other  members  of  the 
profession  at  the  same  conference  sought  for 
him  in  vain.  Then  two  weeks  ago  came  the 
final  chaos.  In  London,  the  staff  memo  said 
that  he  was  in.  Paris  at  the  World  Accounting 
Congress.  In  Paris,  where  the  three  chartered 
institutes  hosted  a  reception,  he  was  said  to 
be  either  ”01"  or  simply  “in  London". 

When  it  became  apparent 
that  the  institute's  office- 
holders  had  been  negotiat- 
ing  terms  with  him  since 
QRjflra  early  October,  the  institute 

”  still  didn’t  talk  to  its  staff 

»  When  the  truth  appeared  in 

.  ,  j  JB  the  newspapers,  the  institute 

j>»  then,  and  only  then,  briefed 

rf  'Vi  &  press  office  staff  They 

woe  as  astounded  as  many 
geos of  the  ardinaiy  staff  of  the 
institute. 

Now  the  institute  is  hying 
r  to  find  a  replacement.  The 

“  word  is  that  a  radical  change 

is  under  consideration.  This 

_  .  does  not  mean  that  the 

CDT  .  Gerrard  report  into  the  insti- 

b/Kl  tute’s  organisation,  which 

ICE  suggested  a-directorgoieral 

earlier  in  the  year,  is  goirigto 
be  followed.  This  was  partly 
Coiquhoun’s  undoing.  He  felt  his  position  to 
be  under  pressure,  as  long  as  a  director- 
general  was  the  fashionable  solution.  As 
enthusiasm  for  it  ebbed,  he  felt  safer.  The 
letter  he  received  from  the  president  at  the 
beginning  of  last  month  was  “a  surprise”. 
Laine  and  his  successors,  Chris  Swinson  of 
BDO  Stay  Hayward  and  Dame  Sheila 
Masters,  want  something  more  radical 
Masters,  in  particular,  has  always  argued  for 
a  ruthless  approach  to  the  institute’s  staff 
.  In  parncnJar.  they  want  someone  who  will 
be,  as  weQ  as  a  good  people  manager  and  a 
good-  communicator,  someone  who  can 
recognise  commercial  ideas  and  drive  them 
forward.  They  are  going  to  have  to  be  very 
careful  Disasters  lurk  within  such  a  job 
specification. . 
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Court  of  Appeal 


Law  Report  November  13 1997 


House  of  Lords 


Court  cannot  review  commissioner  No  mutuality  in  bank  deposit  t 


Regina  v  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Stan¬ 
dards.  Ex  parte  A1  Fayed 
Before  Lord  Woolf.  Master  of  the 
Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Milka  and 
Lord  Justice  Mummery 
{Judgment  October  I5J 
Tire  Parliamentary  Commissioner 
for  Standards  performed  a  func¬ 
tion  which  was  concerned  with 
activities  within  Parliament  and 
(lie  responsibility  for  supervising 
him  was  placed  on  a  special 
standing  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  was  therefore 
inappropriate  for  the  court  to  use 
supervisory  powers  aver  the 
commissioner. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
when  refusing  a  renewed  applica¬ 
tion  by  Mr  Mohammed  Al  Fayed 
and  upholding  a  decision  by  Mr 
Justice  Sedley  on  April  24  not  to 
grant  Mr  Al  Fayed's  application 
for  leave  to  seek  judicial  review  of  a 
report  dated  March  5.  1997  by  the 
Parliamentary  Commissioner  for 
Standards  in  which  he  rejected  a 
complaint  made  by  Mr  Al  Fayed 
that  Mr  Michael  Howard,  then  a 
minister  of  the  Crown  as  well  as  a 
member  of  Parliament,  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  corrupt  payment.  The 
report  concluded  that  Mr  Howard 
had  no  case  to  answer. 

Mr  David  Pannick.  QC  and  Mr 
Michael  Fordham  for  Mr  Al 
Fayed;  Mr  Stephen  Richards  for 
the  commissioner. 

the  master  of  the 

ROLLS  said  that  the  issue  was 
whether  the  supervisory  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  court  applied  where  the 


impugned  derision  was  not  by  the 
House  of  Commons  itself,  or  by 
ore  of  its  committees,  but  by  an 
independent  person  who  had  been 
appointed  by  Parliament  to  ex¬ 
ercise  an  investigative  function. 

The  question  raised  was  of  the 
relationship  between  the  courts 
and  Parliament  That  was  a 
relationship  which  was  central  to 
the  constitutional  arrangements  of 
the  country. 

It  was  dearly  established  that 
the  courts  exercised  a  self-denying 
ordinance  in  relation  to  interfering 
with  the  proceedings  of 
Parliament. 

That  approach  was  supported 
by  artide9of  the  Bill  of  Rights  1689 
which  provided  that  "the  Creedome 
of  speech  and  debates  or  proceed¬ 
ings  in  Parlyamem  ought  not  to  be 
impeached  or  questioned  in  any 
court  or  place  out  oF  Parlyament". 

The  source  which  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  office  of 
Parliamentary  Commissioner  far 
Standards  was  Standards  in  Pub¬ 
lic  Life  (Cm  2850-1*  *7.  informally 
called  the  Nolan  Report. 

That  report  resulted  in  the 
setting  up  of  a  standing  committee 
with  responsibilities  in  relation  to 
the  Parliamentary  Commissioner 
for  Standards.  Lord  Nolan  recom¬ 
mended.  inter  alia,  that  the  House 
should  appoint  a  person  of  in¬ 
dependent  standing,  who  should 
have  a  degree  of  tenure  and  not  fcw 
a  career  member  of  the  House  of 
Cbmrrwns  staff,  as  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Standards;  that 
the  commissioner  should  have 
independent  discretion  to  deride 
whether  or  not  a  complaint  mer¬ 


ited  investigation  or  to  initiate  an 
investigation;  and  that  be  should 
be  able  to  send  for  persons,  papers 
and  records,  and  therefore  needed 
to  be  supported  by  the  authority  of 
a  select  committee  with  the  nec¬ 
essary  powers. 

There  was  in  the  Nolan  Report 
itself  an  analogy  drawn  between 
the  position  of  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Standards  and 
another  ftrliamentary  Commis¬ 
sioner,  that  for  administration 
who  was  commonly  referred  to  as 
the  Ombudsman. 

The  argument  on  behalf  of  Mr 
Al  Fayed  relied  strongly  on  the 
similarities  between  the  position  of 
the  Parliamentary  Commissioner 
for  Standards  and  of  the  Ombuds¬ 
man.  and  on  the  derision  of  the 
Divisional  Court  in  R  v  Par¬ 
liamentary  Commissioner  for 
Administration.  Ex  pane  Dyer 
(1I994|  1  WLR  621).  where  it  was 
held  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Ombudsman's  role  or  the  statu¬ 
tory  framework  within  which  he 
operated  to  take  him  outside  the 
purview  of  judicial  review. 

His  Lordship  said  that  there  was 
no  doubt  that  there  was  a  similar¬ 
ity  between  the  two  officers.  The 
Ombudsman  was  not.  strictly 
speaking,  an  officer  of  Parliament- 
He  did  however  have  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  such  an  officer.  In  addition 
both  officers  were  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  standing  commit¬ 
tees  of  Parliament  and  both  made 
repons  to  Parliament 

There  was  however  a  significant 
distinction  between  the  two  roles 
which  was  critical.  The  Ombuds- 


Power  to  extend  time  for 
statement  of  claim 


Walker  and  Another  v  How¬ 
ard  and  Another 
Before  Lord  Justice  Stoughton. 
Lord  Justice  Otton  and  Lord 
Justice  Robert  Walker 
{Judgment  October  2W| 

It  was  perfectly  within  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  a  judge  ro  grant  an 
extension  of  time  for  serving  a 
stanzment  of  claim  even  though  the 
limitation  period  had  expired. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
dismissing  an  appeal  brought  by 
the  first  defendant.  John  S.  How¬ 
ard.  a  partner  in  the  second 
defendant  firm  of  accountants. 
ICPMG.  against  the  decision  of  Mr 
Justice  Forbes  rat  December  17. 
JW6  in  the  Liverpool  District 
Registry  of  the  Queens  Bench 
Division,  when  he  allowed  an 
appeal  by  the  plaintiffs.  Robert 
William  Walker  and  Beryl  Ann 
Walker,  against  the  derision  of 
Deputy'  District  Judge  Grosscurfo 
to  set  aside  service  of  the  writ  and 
statement  of  claim. 

Mr  Richard  Jacobs  for  the 
defendants:  Mr  Timothy  King. 
QC.  and  Mr  Adrian  Lyon  for  the 
plaintiffs 

LORD  JUSTICE 


STAUGHTON  said  that  the  plain- 
life  alleged  *at  they  had  been 
given  negligent  advice  in  I9S9  and 
1900  and  that  as  a  consequence 
they  suffered  damage  on  May  10. 
1990. 

On  February  2. 1996  the  writ  was 
issued  and  served  on  June  21. 1996. 
On  July  4  the  defendants  gave 
notice  of  their  intention  to  defend. 
The  plaintiffs  accordingly  had  14 
days  to  serve  the  statement  of 
claim.  They  failed  to  do  so  and 
their  request  for  a  2S-day  exrensinn 
was  refused. 

The  defendants  issued  a  sum¬ 
mons  to  strike  out  die  action.  On 
August  7  the  statement  was  served 
out  of  time  without  leave.  The 
defendants  took  our  a  second 
summons  seeking  to  strike  out 
service  of  the  writ  and  statement  of 
claim  or  have  them  set  aside  The 
deputy  judge  struck  nut  the 
proceedings  and  Mr  Justice  Forbes 
restored  them. 

ft  was  common  ground  drat  the 
writ  was  ran  a  nullity  but  merely 
defective  for  lack  of  particularity 
which  could  be  cured  by  a  state¬ 
ment  of  daim  The  problem  in  the 
present  case  was  that  the  sta  lement 
of  claim  was  served  nut  of  lime. 


Mr  Jacobs  accepted  thar  there 
was  no  authority  directly  in  point 
hut  argued  that  the  position  was 
analogous  to  amending  a  state¬ 
ment  of  claim.  If  that  was  rax 
allowed  after  the  expiry  of  the 
/imitation  period  so  too  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  time  permitting  the  serving 

of  the  statement  of  claim  to  cure  the 
irregularity  of  die  writ  should  not 
be  allowed.  He  referred  loPontin  v 
Wood  (| 1962  I  QB  594). 

However,  since  the  amendment 
to  rules  of  court,  particularly 
Order  20,  rule  5,  amendments 
were  allowed  in  certain  circum¬ 
stances  although  i hey  defeated  the 
defence  of  limitation.  * 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  it 
was  important  to  see  if  there  was 
any  prejudice  to  the  defendants 
owing  to  the  late  introduction  of 
the  claim.  The  writ  was  served  in 
time  albeit  or  the  very  aid  of  (ho 
limitation  period.  Hie  service  of 
the  writ  out  of  rime  only  added  a 
mere  six  weeks. 

Lord  Justice  Otton  delivered  a 
concurring  judgment  and  Lord 
Justice  Robert  Walker  agreed. 

Solicifors:  Travers  Smith 
Smith wajte:  Hill  Dickinson  David 
Campbell.  Liverpool. 


man's  activities  were  in  relation  to 
what  could  loosely  be  called  the 
administration  and  were  not  in 
relation  to  activities  of  Parliament 

The  Ombudsman  investigated 
the  activities  of  government  which 
were  the  basic  fare  of  judicial 
review.  Activities  of  Parliament 
were  not  the  basic  fare  of  judicial 
review. 

It  was  important  id  identity  the 
specific  function  of  the  Par¬ 
liamentary  Commissioner  for 
Standards  which  was  the  subject  of 
complaint  on  the  instant 
application. 

It  was  that  a  member  of  Par¬ 
liament  received  a  corrupt  pay¬ 
ment.  It  was  rightly  argued  for  Mr 
Al  Fayed  that  Parliamentary  privi¬ 
lege  would  not  prevent  the  courts 
investigating  issues  such  as 
whether  a  member  of  Parliaroem 
had  committed  a  criminal  offence 
or  made  a  libellous  statement 
outside  the  House. 

K  was  submitted  that  consistent 
whh  that,  the  son  of  complaint 
which  Mr  Al  Fayed  made  was  not 
of  an  activity  in  relation  to  which 
an  member  of  Parliament  would 
have  parliamentary  immunity. 

Lord  Woolf  said  that  the  court 
was  not  concerned  with  what  the 
member  was  doing  but  with  the 
nature  of  the  rote  of  the  Par¬ 
liamentary  Commissioner  for 
Standards. 

He  was  conducting  his  activities 
under  the  supervision  of  the  rele¬ 
vant  committee,  because  the  activ¬ 
ity  which  was  complained  of  could 
have  an  effect  on  the  workings  of 
Parliament.  It  was  therefore  dir¬ 
ectly  related  to  what  happened  in 
Parliament.  That  was  the  really 
significant  distinction  between  the 
rote  of  che  Parliamentary  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Standards  and  the 
Ombudsman. 

The  Ombudsman  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  looking  at  whar  hap¬ 
pened  in  relation  to  the 
administration  by  government 
and  other  relevant  public  bodies 
ourwith  Parliament-  He  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  die  functioning  of  the 
public  service  outside  Parliament. 

On  the  other  hand  the  focus  of 
the  Parliamentary  Commissioner 
for  Standards  was  with  the  work¬ 
ings  and  activities  within  Par¬ 
liament,  ft  was  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  select  committee  sef  up 
by  die  House  carried  out  its 
functions  which  were  accepted  to 
be  proceedings  of  the  House. 

Thai  being  the  role  of  the 
Parliamentary  Ccmnusskmcr  for 
Standards,  it  would  be  inappro¬ 
priate  for  the  court  ro  use  its 
supervisory  powers  to  control 
what  he  did  in  relation  to  such  an 
investigation. 

The  responsibility  for  supervis¬ 
ing  him  was  placed  by  Parliament, 
through  its  standing  orders,  on  the 
special  standing  committee  of  the 
House  and  h  was  for  that  body  m 
perform  (he  supervisory  role  and 
nor  the  courts. 

Lad  Justice  Mflktr  and  Lord 
Justice  Mummery  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Dibb  Lupton  Alsopr, 
Treasurv  Solicitor 


Morris  and  Others  vRayners 
Enterprises  Incorporated 
and  Another 

Same  v  Agrichemicals  Ltd 

and  Others 

(In  re  BCCI  No  8) 

Before  Lord  Goff  of  Chfevetey. 
Lord  NidtoOs  of  Birkenhead.  Lord 
Hoffmann.  Lord  Hope  of 
Craighead  and  Lord  Hutton 
(Judgment  October  30| 

An  agreement  between  a  bank  and 
a  depositor  m  secure  a  loan  by  the 
bank  to  a  company,  which  created 
a  charge  in  favour  of  the  bank  over 
die  deposit  and  provided  that  the 
deposit  would  be  repayable  only  if 
all  liabilities  of  the  principal  debtor 
had  been  discharged,  but  did  not 
impose  personal  liability  on  die 
depositor  was  effective  security, 
and  would  not.  on  the  bank's 
insolvency,  trigger  mandatory  set¬ 
off  under  rule  4.90  of  the  Insol¬ 
vency  Rules  (SI  IW6  No  1925)  since 
there  was  no  mutuality  between 
the  depositor  and  the  bank. 

The  House  of  Lords  so  held  in 
dismissing  appeals  by: 

1  Rayners  Enterprises  Inc,  die 
priratipal  debtor,  raid  Mohammed 
Jessa.  the  depositor,  and 

2  Agrichemicals  Ltd.  Bishopswood 
Estates,  Eurofert  Ltd.  So lai  Hold¬ 
ings  Ltd.  Soiai  Services  Ltd. 
Tradeworth  Ud.  the  principal 
depositors,  and  Socfete  Generate 
de  Gestion  et  Services  SA  against 
the  order  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
(Lord  Justice  Rose,  Lord  Justice 
Saville  and  Lord  Justice  M2  tea) 
(Die  Times  January  8. 1996):  In  n 
Bank  of  Credit  and  Commence 
International  SA  (No  8)  21996)  Ch 


245))  upholding  the  decision  of  Mr 
Justice  Ratteeffn  re  Bank  cf  Credit 
and  Commerce  International  SA 
(The  Times  March  22. 1994;  [1995) 
Ch  46))  that  the  four  joim  liq¬ 
uidators  of  Bank  Credit  and  Com¬ 
merce  International  .  SA, 
Christopher  Morris.  John  Rich¬ 
ards,  Stephen  Akers  and  Nicholas 
Lyle,  were  entitled  to  recover  the 
full  amount  of  loans  made  to 
Rsyners  Enterprises  Inc  and  to  die 
Soiai  group  without  bring  re¬ 
quired  under  rule  4.90  of  the  1986 
Rules  to  set  off  the  loans  against 
deposits  charged  to  the  hank  by 
Mr  Jessa  and  hy  Socdete  General  to 
secure  the  respective  loans. 

Mr  John  McDonnell  QC,  for 
the  first  appellants;  Mr  Chris¬ 
topher  Carr,  QC.  and  Mr  Michael 
Todd,  QC,  far  the  second  appel¬ 
lants;  Mr  Michael  Crystal.  QC, 
and  Mr  Robin  Dicker  for  the 
liquidators. 

LORD  HOFFMANN  said  that 
the  bank  had  made  loans  to 
Rayners  Enterprises  Ltd  and  the 
Soiai  Group.  The  loans  were 
secured  by  Mr  Jessa  and  Soctete 
Gritera)  respectively,  both  of 
whom  had  made  deposits  with  the 
bank. 

Each  security  document  pur¬ 
ported  0)  to  gram  the  bank  a 
proprietary  interest  over  the  de¬ 
posit  in  the  - form  of  a  lien  or 
charge,  (2)  to  warrant  that  foe 
depositor  had  not  previously  en¬ 
cumbered  his  interest  oar  would 
do  so  in  future  and  (3)  to  provide 
that  the  deposit  would  only  be 
repayable  if  all  the  liatnfities  of  ibe 
principal  debtor  had  been  repaid. 


The  document  did  not  con  Cain 
any  promise  by  foe  depositor  to 
pay  what  might  be  due  from  the 
principal  debtors  to  the  bank. 

The  appellants  had  argued,  rety¬ 
ing  on.  inter  alia,  MS  Fashions  Ltd 
v  Bank  of  Credit  and  Commerce 
International  SA  flI993j  Ch  425). 
that  the  only  way  in  which  the 
transaction  as  formulated  could  be 
given  a  meaning  would  be  if  it 
were  construed  as  creating  a 
personal  liability  on  the  part  at  the 
depositor  to  pay  foe  borrowrt 
indebtedness,  since;  as  the  Court  of 
Appeal  had  found,  a  charge  over  a 
deposit  was  conceptually  impos¬ 
sible  and  created  no  proprietary 
interest  in  the  bank  and  so  would 
not  operate  as  effective  security. 

If  such  an  obligation  were 
imposed,  it  was  submitted,  the 
bank  would  be  entitled  to  set  off  its 
claim  against  the  depositor  against 
his  daun  for  the  return  of  the 
deposit.  On  foe  winding  up  of  the 
bank,  the  effect  of  rule  4.90  would  ’ 
be  to  make  such  a  set-off 
mandatory. 

His  Lordship  said  that  the 
document  in  MS  Fashions  was 
construed  as  creating  a  personal 
liability  only  to  give  effect  to 
references  to  the  liability  of  the 
depositor  bring  that  of  the  debtor. 

In  foe  present  case,  foe  security 
document  merely  created  a  charge 
over  the  deposit  and  a  contractual 
(imitation  on  the  right  to  withdraw 
foe  deposit.  It  simply  could  not  be 
construed  as  creating  a  personal 
joint  and  several  obligation,  and 
no  cross-claim  for  the  purposes  of 
set-off  arose. 

Moreover,  there  was  no  neces¬ 


sity  to  construe  the  document  in 
that  way.  since  his  Lordship 
agreed  with  foe  Court  of  Appeal 
thar  it  could  provide  perfectly  goad 
security  by  virtue  of  the  contract 
mol  provisions  which  limited  the_ 
right  of  repayment  of  foe  deposit' 
and  made  it  a  flawed  asset.  . 

Further,  disagreeing  with  foe 
Court  of  Appeal,  his  Lordship  said 
that  the  document  was  effective  to 
create  a  charge  over  the  deposit  in' 
favour  of  tiie  bank. 

If  all  foe  features  of  a  charge  in; 
favour  of  a  third  party  could  edst,- 
with  one  immaterial  exception,, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  benefidaiy. 
of  foe  charge  was  a  debtor,  ,  his 
Lordship  could  not  see  why  iicoakt 
not  be  said  that  the  debtor  had  a  . 
proprietary  interest  by  way  ot1^ 
charge  over  the  debt  ‘  '* 

In  those  circumstances,  his... 
Lordship  said  that  rule  490  could 
not  apply,  since  it  required  at  the 
least  foe  odstenoe  of  the  right  to 
make  a  pecuniary  demand. 

A  right  to  appropriate'  property 
under  one’s  control  or  to  -be 
discharged  from  a  liability  was  not 
the  same  thing  as  a  right  to  make  a 
pecuniary  demand  upon  the  other  _ 
party  to  mutual  dealings.  Accord-  ’■ 
ingty.  since  there  was  no  set-off! 
between  the  depositor  and  the.  .< 
bank  at  the  bankruptcy  date.  afl. ., 
the  depositor  could  do  was  toprove.. , 
in  foe  liquidation  for  foe  recovery! ' 
erf  his  deposit. 

Lord  Goff,  Lord  NicboQs,  Lord 
Hope  and  Lord  Hutton  agreed. 

Solicitors  Haring  Ross  Gagrat- 
&  Gardi;  Charles  Russell;  LovriT 
White  Durrani. 


Psychiatric  evidence  is  required 
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Regina  v  Morris  (Clarence 
Barrington) 

Before  Lord  Justice  Potter,  Mrs 
Justice  Ebsworfo  and  Mr  Justice 
Forbes 

[Judgment  October  22) 

Where,  on  a  charge  of  assault 
occasioning  actual  bodily  harm, 
foe  victim  claimed  »  have  suffered 
physical  pain  as  a  result  of  the 
accused*  non-physical  assault,  the 
case  should  not  go  before  the  jury 
without  psychiatric  evidence  as  no 
whether  such  injury,  while  not 
directly  inflicted,  could  none  file 
less  have  been  caused  by  foe 
accused's  conduct. 

The  Cburt  of  Appeal.  Criminal 
Divirion,  so  held  in  allowing  an 
appeal  by  Clarence  Barrington 
Morris  against  his  conviction  in 
September  1996  at  Southwark 
Crown  Court  (Judge  Butler,  QC 
and  a  jury)  of  one  offence  of  assault 
occasariing  actual  bodily  harm, 
for  which  he  was  sentenced  to  five 
years  imprisonment,  and  one  oF 
fence  of  common  assault  for  which 
he  was  sentenced  to  a  concurrent 
term  of  six  months. 

Mr  Barry  Kogan,  assigned  by 
the  Registrar  of  Criminal  Appeals, 
far  the  appellant;  Mr  Timothy 
Banks  for  the  Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  TOTTER,  giv¬ 


ing  the  judgment  of  tin:  court,  said 
thar  according  to  the  evidence  of 
foe  victim.  She  had  been  "stalked" 
by  (he  appellant  and,  as  a  result, 
had  suffered  pains  in  her  joints 
and  abdomen,  sleeplessness,  ten¬ 
sion  and  fear  of  being  alone.  Her 
general  practitioner  had  pre¬ 
scribed  medication  to  help  her 
steep. 

Before  the  trial  commenced,  a 
joint  application  was  made  by 
prosecution  and  defence  for  an 
adjournment  to  obtain  expert 
psychiatric  evidence,  following  R  v 
Chan-Fook  01994}  I  WLR  689), 
because  her  symptoms  dkl  not 
appear  to  be  physically  based. 

The  judge  refused  foe  applica¬ 
tion  because  bethought  the  victim 
was  capable  of  giving  an  account 
of  her  symptoms  which,  if  foe  jury 
accepted  them,  could  amount  to 
actual  bodily  harm.  The  judge  also 
refused  a  later  submission  of  no 
case  to  answer  and  foe  appellant 
warsubsequendy  convicted. 

On  appeal  it  was  submitted  that 
foe  judge  erred  tn  taw  in  that  he. 
left  the  jury  to  decide  whether  the 
assault  occasioned  psychiatric  in¬ 
jury  in  foe  absence  or  appropriate 
expert  evidence  and  that  he  should 
have  followed  the  derision  in  R  v 
Chan-Fook. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  in  that  case 
was  primarily  concerned  with- die 


broad  question  whether  or  not 
actual  bodily  harm  was  capable  of 
including  psychiatric  injury  and 
held  that  where  psychiatric  injury 

was  yelfed  upon  as  the  basis  for  an 
allegation  of  bodily  harm,  which 
was  not  admitted  by  foe  defence, 
expert  evidence  had  to  be  caQed  by 
the  prosecution- 

fo  the  present  case.  Mr  Banks 
submitted  that  foe  victim  spoke  not 
only  of  symptoms  of  fear  and  toss 
of  temper  out  also  or  headaches, 
fatigue  and  aches  and  pains-  of  a 
physical  nature,  which  satisfied 
the  rone-honoured  definhicn  of 
bodily  barm  as  including  any  hurt  ' 
or  injury  calculated  to  interfere 
with  the  health  or  comfort  of  the 
victim. 

In  addition,  not  only  were  her 
symptoms  corroborated  by  way  of 
complaint  to  her  general  prac- 

titioner,  but  her  statement  foat  she 
experienced  them  was  un¬ 
challenged  in  cross-examination  so 
foat  the  jury  was  fully  entitled  to 
draw  foe  conclusion  foat  her 
physical  pain,  while  not  directly 
inflicted,  was  nooe  foe  less  caused 
by  the  conduct  of  the  appdlaitt 

Mr  Kogan  argued  that  where 
the  rains  complained  of  were  not 
the  direct  result  of  physical  trauma 
inflicted  an  the-  victim  by  foe 
offender,  psychiatric  eonsid- 
eradons  almost  inevitably  arose  on 

•  A 


-  • J  S-V-J. 


foe  question  of  causation;  first  asa 
to  whefoer  the  experience  suffered* 
by  the  victim  at  the  hands  of  foe 
defendant  ,  was  capable  of  giving 
and/or  likely  to  give  rise  ID 
symptoms  of  the  kind  complained 
of  by  the  victim,- .and  second,  the 
likelihood  of  other  factors  in  foe 
complainant's  daily  fife  bring 
responsible  for  her-  symptoms 
which,  ex  hvpofoesi,  were  psychi¬ 
atric  in  origin. 

Thus,  the  observations  of  Lord 
Justice  Hob  house  in  R  v  Chan- 
Fook  on  the  -need  for  expert 
evidence  to  prove  a  psychiatric 
injury  amounting  to  bodily,  barm 

were  equally  ro  he  apptfed  »  the 
question  of  causation.  - 

Ii  seemed  to  their  Lordships 
that  following  the  decision  inRv 
Chan-Fook.  in  foe  absence  of 
psychiatric  evidence  to  support  the 
prosecution  case  that  the  yfonra^s 
symptoms,  other  than 
amounted  to  psychological  injury 
and  that  the' pains  experienced 
were  the  result  of  the  appellant* 
non-physical  assault,  for  case 

should  not  have  been  allowed  to  9) 

before  the  jury.;. 

Accordingly.,  the  appeal  <Mwkj 
be  allowed,  the  conviction  quashed' 
and  a  retrial  ordered.. 

Solicitors:  Crown  Frasecutkto 
Sendee.  London."  v~. 
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Fenner 
rises  to  a 
record 

Fenner,  the  maker  of  rem- 
loreed  polymers  and  ind- 
Bstr*al  equipment,  made 
««wd  pre-tax  profits  of 
rioj  million  in  its  year  to 
Ausust  31.  up  from  £1248 
million  the  previous  year. 
Both  years’  results  were 

v.  by  exceptional 

"l/aiarges.  reflecting  restruc- 
Y  hinng  and  hi  crewed  focus 
polymers,  culminating 
in  the  £46.7  million  acqui¬ 
sition  of  Scandma  Hold¬ 
ings.  in  the  US,  in  June. 

.  Operating  profits  before 
exceptional  Items  rose  to 
U3.04  million,  from  £20.17 
million,  on  turnover  up  to 
£266.66  million;  .from 
£258^  inilBon. 

>  Adjusted  earnings  per1 
share  rose  to  14.73p  (12.93p) 
and  a  final  35p  lifts  the 
total  dividend  to  53p  (5rf. 

Chronos  loss 
hits  Staveley 

Staveky  Industries,  the 
business  services  and  min¬ 
erals  company,  is  holding 
its  interim  dividend  at  25p 
after  a  fall  in  pre-tax  profits 
to  £4f>  million,  from  £10.2 
million,  in  the  half  year  to 
September  27.  Earnings 
per  share  fell  to  29p  (6.7p). 

There  was  a  £3.7  milHon 
loss  in  Chronos  Richard¬ 
son,  one  of  Staveley’s  two 
measurement  companies, 
which  are  to  be  sold  Stave- 
fey  said  its  services  busi¬ 
ness.  the  focus  for  growth 
after  the  restructuring,  lift¬ 
ed  operating  profits  14  per 
cent  Chronos  losses  and 
associated  costs-  contrib¬ 
uted  to  a  rise  in  net  borrow¬ 
ing,  to  £55J  miTHtwi.  from 
£30.2  miDhm  at  the  finan¬ 
cial  year-end.  Gearing  rose 
to  62  per  cent  (34  per  cent). 

I^olex  awaits  ; 
Ericsson  role  ^ 

Volex.  the  interconnect 
products  and  cable  assem¬ 
blies  group,  hopes  to  se¬ 
cure  final  agreement  to  be- 
come  the  principal  global 
Supplier  of  cable  assem¬ 
blies  to  Ericsson  Infocom 
Systems  eariy  next  month. 
The  agreement  is  expected  . 
do  inctude  the  pmdrase  fay 
Voles  of  Eriesson’s  related 
Operations  in  Croatia  and 
Malaysia,  employing 

abbuf280ipeople: . 

^  Volex  lifted  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  to  £73  nuffion.  from 
£63  million,  in  the  half 
year  to  September  30. 
tunings  per  share  were 
^.4p  (153p).  The  interim 
dividend  due  on  February 
3,  is  7.75p  (735p). 

Dickie  payout 

James  Didtie,  the  maker  of 
engineering  components, 
is  lifting  its  total  dividend 
to  635n  from  6-OSp.  with  a 
4-04p  final  dividend.  In  the 
year  to  August  31,  pre-tax 
innfits  were  little  changed 
at  E13  million  (£1.49  mil¬ 
lion  previously),  but  in¬ 
cluded  a  £385,000  except¬ 
ional  charge  relating  to  ac¬ 
quisition  of  A  B  Pressings. 
Earnings  per  share  were 
I0.1p  (15p).  Since  the  year- 
end  demand  has  been  very 
strong,  the  company  said 


Market  fall  wipes 
£400tn  from  CU 
shareholder  funds 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

INSURANCE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  fall  in  die  UK .  stock . 
market  over  the  past  six  weeks, 
has  wiped  almost  £400  mfHkm 
off  the  value  of  Commerdal . 
Union's  shareholders'  funds, 
the  composite .  insurer  admit¬ 
ted  yesterday.  '  " 

Unveiling  a  rise  in  nine- 
month  pre-tax  profit  from  £385 
million  to  £5g  million,  CU, 
where  John  Carter  is  chirf 
executive,  said  that  sharehold¬ 
ers*  funds  at  September  30 
stood  at  E4.4  billion.  Operat¬ 
ing  profit  before  tax  increased 
from  £310  million  in  the  third 
quarter  of  1996  to  £358  millioa 
in  1997. 

Commercial  Union  was  hit 
by  the  strength  of  sterling  and 
said  that  operating  profits 
would  have  been  £50  million 
higher  but  for  exchange-rate 
movements. 

.  The  company  said  its  strat¬ 
egy  of  diversifying  geograph- 


Carten  increased  profits 

ically  in  the  UK  market  was 
paying  oft  and  helped  to  offset 
a  deterioration  in  the  UK 
market  There  were  unproved 
results  from  overseas  general 
insurance  business,  particu¬ 
larly  in  France,  Australia  and 
the  US. 

Peter  Foster,  finance  direc¬ 
tor.  said:  “General  insurance 


in  the  UK  is  clearly  veiy 
competitive.  Underwriting  re¬ 
sults  have  deteriorated." 

He  said  CU  was  trying  to 
raise  rates  but  was  finding  n 
difficult  to  achieve  any  signifi¬ 
cant  rises. 

In  UK  general  insurance 
profits  fell  £77  million  to  £34 
million,  while  life  profits  in¬ 
creased  2S  per  cent  to  £196 
million,  compared  with  £156 
million  for  the  same  nine- 
month  period  in  1996. 

CU's  shares  fell  45p  to  755p 
after  analysts  said  there  were 
no  signs  of  a  turnaround  in 
general  insurance. 

In  terms  of  premium  in¬ 
come,  cut's  life  business  now 
accounts  for  46  per  cent  of  the 
total,  compared  with  54  per 
cent  general  insurance  busi¬ 
ness.  The  company  has  said 
that  it  would  like  to  grow  the 
life  side  in  the  future. 

Operating  earnings  per  or¬ 
dinary  share  were  3Z4p,  com¬ 
pared  with  29.2p  for  the  same 
period  in  1996. 


Torquil  Montagu  e-Johnstone,  left  finance  director  of  Business 
Post,  and  Mick  Jones,  managing  director,  delivered  a  22  per  cent 
rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £9.4  million  in  file  six  months  to 
September  30.  The  express  delivery  company  raised  earnings  per 
share  23  per  cent  to  123p.  The  dividend  rises  22  per  cent  to4.4p. 


Waddington 
picks  up 
flotation 
windfall 

By  Fraser  Nelson 


DEMUTUALISATION  of 
bunding  societies  handed 
Waddington.  the  packaging 
and  printing  company,  its 
own  windfall  from  producing 
flotation  documents  for  Hali¬ 
fax  and  Woolwich. 

The  company's  specialty 
printing  presses  worked  to 
hill  capacity  in  the  half  year, 
producing  five  million  Hali¬ 
fax  share  certificates  and  oth¬ 
er  conversion  documents. 

This  created  an  extra  £4 
million  in  sales  and  lifted  the 
division’s  operating  profit  59 
per  cent  to  £5.4  million.  In 
turn,  tins  helped  to  lift  the 
overall  pre-tax  profit  to  £17.1 
million  (£153  million)  for  die 
six  months  to  October  4, 
raising  earnings  per  share  to 
1L7p(105p). 

Marlin  Buckley,  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said  the  company  was 
Investing  £10  million  to  add 
extra  presses  to  cope  with 
demand  from  the  new  banks. 

That  work  offset  a  decline 
in  results  from  its  carton 
packaging  arm,  Much  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  strong  pound 
and  sluggish  European  de¬ 
mand  to  leave  profits  11  per 
cent  down  at  £4.1  millioa. 

Mr  Buckley  said  that  an 
extra  £10  million  was  being 
invested  in  carton  packaging 
to  meet  an  expected  demand 
from  food  suppliers. 

The  company  is  now  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  £35.7  million  profit 
(£32.1  million)  for  the  full  year 
and  pay  a  dividend  of  lL4p 
(10-4p)- 

An  interim  payout  of  4.7p 
(4.4p)  is  due  on  January  16. 
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Nikkei  falls  to  two-year  low 


By  George  Siveu. 


THE  Japanese  stock  market 
fell  to  a  two-year  low  and  the 
yen  fell  sharply  against  the  US 
dollar  as  investors,  expressed 
scepticism  over  the  likely  im¬ 
pact  of  an  economic  package 
due  to  be  announced 
tomorrow. 

The  Nikkei  225  average  fell 
433.06  points,  or  2.73  per  cent, 
to  dose  at  15,434.17.  its  lowest 
for  two  y&rs-  JJ^kei 
December  future  lost  540  to 
dose  at  15300.  while  the  yen 


dosed  at  a  six-month  low 
against  the  dollar  of  Y1 25-87- 
Thie  dollar  has  gained  Y5.46  in 
Tokyo  during  the  past  seven 
trading  days  and  now  stands 
at  its  highest  since  Y125.84  on 
May  6. 

The  rulin  g  liberal  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  is  expected  tomor¬ 
row  to  launch  a  second 
economic  stimulus  package 
after  the  apparent  failure  of  a 
first  set  of  proposals  last 
month  to  revive  market  confi¬ 


dence.  Dealers  in  Tokyo  said 
they  expect  little  of  the  second 
package.  The  Tokyo  markets 
want  to  see  a  growth  package 
that  includes  income  tax  cuts 
but  are  .likely  instead  to  see 
only  measures  to  encourage 
private  investment  and  the 
buying  of  second  homes. 

Japan  feces  further  prob¬ 
lems  from  the  felting  yen.  As 
tiie  value  of  overseas-held 
Japanese  stocks  falls  foreign 
investors  have  been  selling 


yen-denominated  assets,  fur¬ 
ther  squeezing  share  prices. 

One  analyst  said  that  the 
felling  yen  should  help  Japa¬ 
nese  exporters  but  that 
because  the  weakness  stems 
from  the  economy  it  is  de¬ 
pressing  the  share  markets. 

Renewed  concerns  about  a 
further  decline  in  Hong  Kong 
shares  also  dampened  senti¬ 
ment  in  Tokyo,  traders  said. 
The  Hang  Seng  dosed  down 
39632  points  at  9.607.91. 


Hard  Rock 
to  open 
hotel  resort 
in  Bali 

By  Jon  Ashworth 

HARD  Rock  Cafe,  the 
themed  restaurant  group,  is 
to  open  a  beach  and  hotel 
resort  m  Bali  —  the  first  of  a 
string  of  hotels  planned  in 
Asia  and  Europe. 

The  $70  million  (£41.07 
million)  Hard  Rock  Beach 
Club  Bali  opens  in  May. 
backed  by  B.S.  Ong,  the 
Stngaporehased  millionaire 
who  has  the  Hard  Rock 
franchise  in  South-East  Asia. 

Hard  Rock  Holds  &  Re¬ 
sorts  Management,  part  of 
Mr  Ong's  Hotel  Properties 
Group  (HPL).  will  oversee 
the  expansion,  funding 
deals  through  joint  ventures 
and  paying  royalties  to 
Hard  Rock. 

The  project  will  be  inau¬ 
gurated  at  a  star-studded 
reception  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Cafe  in  London  tonight.  The 
417-room  Hard  Rock  Beach 
Club  Bali  will  be  set  in  three 
acres  on  the  beach-front  at 
Kota,  one  of  Asia's  best 
surfing  beaches. 


Cash-rich  group 
to  step  up 
investment  drive 


By  Martin  Barrow 


THE  cash  pile  of  Electro¬ 
components  rose  almost  £20 
million  in  the  past  six  months 
in  spite  of  heavy  investment  in 
distribution  and  support  facil¬ 
ities,  particularly  in  Asia. 

The  company,  which  dis¬ 
tributes  electronic,  electrical 
and  mechanical  products, 
held  net  cash  of  £103.9  million 
at  September  30,  up  £19.4 
million  from  the  end  of  the  last 
financial  year. 

This  was  m  spite  of  a  32  per 
cent  increase  in  investment  in 
products,  logistics,  systems 
and  marketing  to  £27  million. 
Capital  expenditure  will  in¬ 
crease  substantially  in  the 
second  half,  mainly  on  sys¬ 
tems  and  warehouse  facilities 
in  France  and  Singapore. 

Roy  Coiterill.  chairman, 
said  the  company  would  use 
its  cash  reserves  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  number  of  “attractive 
investment  opportunities''. 

In  the  six  months  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30  pre-tax  profits  rose  to 
£52.4  million  from  £483  mil¬ 
lion  on  sales  that  improved  to 
£315.9  million  from  £293  mil¬ 


lion.  Analysts  had  forecast 
profits  of  about  £495  million. 

The  strengthening  of  ster¬ 
ling  had  a  significant  effect  on 
the  published  results.  At  con¬ 
stant  exchange  rates  sales 
would  have  been  £11.6  million 
higher  than  the  reported  fig¬ 
ure  and  pre-tax  profits  would 
have  been  £700,000  higher. 

RS,  the  company's  UK  sub¬ 
sidiary.  lifted  sales  7  per  cent. 
Sales  growth  in  die  rest  of 
Europe  was  28  per  cent  Activi¬ 
ties  in  the  rest  of  the  world, 
principally  Asia,  enjoyed  un¬ 
derlying  growth  of  26  per  cent, 
after  adjusting  for  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  tiie  Hong  Kong  distrib¬ 
utor  in  January. 

Mr  Conerill  said  Hong 
Kong  and  China  had  grown 
much  faster  than  expected  and 
required  further  support 
investment. 

Earnings  rose  to  8.4 p  a 
share  from  7.6p.  The  company 
is  lifting  the  interim  dividend 
to  2£p  a  share  from  2.4p. 
Yesterday  the  shares  rose  2p  to 
436b  p,  capitalising  the  com¬ 
pany  at  about  £155  billion. 


Vanguard 
Medica 
in  £47.9m 
placing 

By  Pawl  Durman 

VANGUARD  MEDICA  is  try¬ 
ing  id  tie  up  £47.9  million  of 
extra  funding  in  a  surprise 
move  that  will  test  the  strength 
of  investor  interest  in  the  strick¬ 
en  biotechnology  sector. 

Vanguard  still  has  funds  of 
E35  million  and.  after  a  string  of 
disappointments  from  biotech 
companies  and  against  a  back¬ 
ground  of  general  stock  market 
nervousness,  the  timing  of  the 

move  struck  analysts  as  odd. 

A  placing  and  open  offer  of 
shares  and  warrants  will  raise 
£25.7  million  now,  with  the  hope 
of  a  further  C2?-2  million  after 
the  exercise  of  the  warrants  in  a 
year.  Investors  are  offered  one 
“unit"  of  three  new  shares  and 
two  warrants  for  every  II  Van¬ 
guard  shares.  The  units  are 
priced  at  El 2. 1 5.  compared  with 
Vanguard's  dosing  price  yester¬ 
day  of  435p.  The  exercise  price 
of  the  warrants  is  50Dp. 

International  Biotechnology 
Trust,  advised  by  the  Rothschild 
biosdence  unit  is  to  take  up  L52 
million  of  shares.  Jeremy 
Cumock  Cook,  who  heads  the 
unit  is  a  director  of  Vanguard. 
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The  Afido  series  from  Ricoh.  A  machine  you  can  trust  a  machine  you  can  rely  on,  and  one 
that's:  easy  to  use.  it  copies,  faxes,  and  prints  from  one  convenient  location.  And  if  your 
location  happens  to  be  a  PC,  Afido  can  handle  that  too.  Afido' s  ability  to  connect  to  your 
network  gives  your  office  added  flexibility.  For  over  60  years,  we  have 
fbcused  our. approach  to  design  and  technology  on  our  customers’  needs.  AllClO 
We  are  dedicated  to  creating  sotutlons  that  make  complex  tasks  easy,  3'CSrt 

and  routine  jobs  effortless.  And  as  pioneers  of  digital  imaging,  we  are  at  the  forefront  of 
Simpfifying-the  never  ending  complexities  your  business  must  face  now,  and  in  the  future. 

Take  a  took  at  the  new  Afido  series  and  see  why  ifs  rapidly  becoming  business’s  best  friend. 


Simple  solutions.  Based  on  human  needs. 
RD@®l3  /nasfaoatec  / 


For  more  Information  about  the  Aficio  series,  contact 
Ricoh  U.K.  Ltd.  FreePhone:  0800303050,  Fax:  0181-261-4004 
NRG  Group  Limited.  Tel:  0500-102-103,  Fax:  01604-24812 
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It’s  pure  Scandinavian. 


PLENTY  OF  SILENCE,  PLENTY  OF  SPACE. 

OUR  NEW  MD-90S  ARE  NOT  ONLY  UNUSUALLY  COMFORTABLE. 
THEY’RE  ALSO  UNUSUALLY  QUIET  AND  ENVIRONMENTALLY  FRIENDLY. 


Can  SAS  on  0345  010  78a 
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Equities  and  gilts  sharply  lower 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
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the  previous  day’s  dose,  but  adjustments  are 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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34  ARTS  FILM 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997 


Me  Tarzan,  says  Jane 


The  film  of  the  year? 
G.[.  Jpne  could  well 
be  so.  for  anyone  with 
strong  feelings  for  — 
or  against  —  Demi  Moore. 
After  a  siring  of  recent  flops, 
she  is  back  in  the  spotlight  for 
two  solid  hours,  strutting  her 
body  and  clenching  muscles 
during  a  gruelling  Navy  train¬ 
ing  programme  that  turns 
macho  men  to  jelly.  She  hauls 
herself  over  obstacle  courses; 
gets  dragged  through  mud 
and  beaten  black  and  blue. 

Subjected  to  constant  har¬ 
assment  and  practical  jokes, 
especially  from  Viggo  Morten- 
sen,  she  keeps  herself  in 
fighting  trim  doing  one-hand¬ 
ed  press-ups  and  chinning 
exercises.  Determined  to  play 
the  men's  game,  she  shaves 
her  hair  down  to  a  skinhead's 
skull,  beds  down  in  their 
barracks,  and  joins  them  booz¬ 
ing  at  the  bar.  "Hey,  you're  all 
right!"  says  one  of  the  bozos. 
By  the  end  of  the  picture, 
training  is  over,  she  is  seeing 
real  action,  flexing  her  pecs  in 
the  Libyan  desert,  where  an 
American  satellite  needs  res¬ 
cuing. 

To  make  matters  merrier,  or 
in  my  case  worse,  all  this  is 
filmed  by  Ridley  Scott  in  his 
mast  soulless,  machine-tooled 
style.  Everything  is  honed  and 
polished  for  maximum  effect. 
The  colour  scheme  is  black, 
grey  and  blue.  Much  happens 
at  night,  in  the  rain.  Scon  has 


NEW  MOVIES:  Geoff  Brown  watches  Demi  Moore  flex 
her  pecs  in  Ridley  Scott’s  grey  and  gung-ho  G.I.  Jane 


often  showcased  strong 
women  {look  at  Alien,  or 
Thelma  and  Louise),  but  this 
is  his  boldest  parade  yet. 

The  film’s  spectacle  is  ex¬ 
traordinary.  and  so  blatantly 
thrust  before  us.  How  can 
subtler  matters,  of  plot  and 
politics,  make  any  headway 
against  Moore's  sliaven  head 
glinting  in  the  moonlight?  Her 
character.  Lieutenant  Jordan 
O'Neil  of  Navy  Intelligence, 
lands  herself  in  the  training 
camp  through  the  manoeuv- 
rings  of  a  woman  senator  who 
makes  a  fuss  over  equal  oppor¬ 
tunities.  Washington’s  games 
give  Anne  Bancroft  a  role  to 
relish,  but  do  not  do  much  for 
the  film's  serious  credentials. 
Hokum  and  cliche  keep  pok¬ 
ing  through,  and  the  flint's 
upbear  climax  —  added  after 
test  audiences  reacted  badly  to 
something  more  sombre  — 
only  increases  the  film’s  re¬ 
moteness  from  reality. 

Cinema  puts  a  better  foot 
forward  with  Last  Summer  in 
the  Hamptons,  now  two  years 
old  and  the  most  persuasive  or 
recent  films  by  die  veteran 
American  independent.  Henry 
Jaglom.  On  the  surface,  there 
is  plenty  to  irritate.  The  char¬ 
acters  are  an  elite  group  of 
theatre  folk,  an  extended  fam- 


G.I.  Jane 

Warner  West  End 
15, 125  mins 
The  Demi  Moore 
muscle  show 

Last  Summer  in 
the  Hamptons 

Metro.  15. 108  mins 
Henry  Jaglom. 
back  on  form 

Chasing  Amy 

Curzon  Phoenix 
IS.  114  mins 
The  director  of 
Clerks  matures  a  little 

Incognito 

Warner  West  End 
15. 108  mins 
Foolish  thriller 
about  art  forgery 

Trial  and  Error 

ABC  Panton  Street 
12, 9S  mins 
An  error  to  make  it, 
and  a  trial  to  watch 


ily  who  gather  at  one  of  those 
leafy  summer  retreats  that 
bring  to  mind  Chekhov. 
Bergman  or  Woody  Allen,  but 
rarely  life  as  one  knows  it.  And 


they  talk  and  talk,  in  the 
heated,  psychological  fashion 
of  a  therapy  session  or  a 
Method  acting  class.  But 
Jaglom.  for  once,  gives  us  a 
break  from  his  own  neuroses 
and  marital  problems:  the  film 
looks  outward,  and  smiles  on 
the  human  comedy  of  love, 
confusion,  fear  and  jealousy. 

The  advent  of  Victoria  Hoyt. 
Ja^Iom's  new  wife,  co-script- 
writer  and  leading  actress 
may  well  be  behind  the  film's 
accessible  style.  She  is  certain¬ 
ly  crucial  to  the  plot.  Her  role 
is  Oona  Hart,  a  rising  Holly¬ 
wood  actress  who  feds  her 
insecurities  mount  among  the 
stage  actors  gathered  in  the 
Long  Island  home  of  the 
matriarch  (played  by  the  late 
Viveca  Lindfbrs).  The  troupe  is 
rehearsing  a  play  for  the  last  of 
its  annual  summer  produc¬ 
tions.  Hoyt,  however,  spends 
more  time  girding  her  psycho¬ 
logical  loins  with  exercises  in 
animal  behaviour  she  imi¬ 
tates  a  leopard  and  a  baby 
seal,  to  startling  effect.  Sur¬ 
rounding  characters  fight 
their  own  battles:  Jon  Robin 
Bala's  hot  gay  playwright, 
Andre  Gregory's  charismatic 
director,  preening  fathers,  sur¬ 
ly  daughters,  all  with  their 
secrets  and  desires. 
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“A  cmematfc  treat  Fast  iiqiretictaUe,  witty” 


-  Barry  Nonnan.  BBC  RLM -97 
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“Ok  title  best  fitas 
that  Hollywood  Ins  enr  prtduced” 


-  Christopher  Tookay.  DALY  MAIL 
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‘Stylist,  hard  and  sexy” 

-Jason  Sotomons,  DALY  EXPRESS 
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As  director.  Jaglom  keeps 
himself  hidden  away,  letting 
the  comedy  and  drama  unrav¬ 
el  naturally.  At  times  the  film 
drags  its  feet,  but  it  only  takes 
Lindfors  to  hold  forth,  radiant 
and  mesmerising  in  old  a^e, 
or  Gregory  to  flash  his  impish 
eyes,  or  Hoyt  to  mock  her 
characters' pretensions,  for  the 
wisdom  and  fun  to  resume. 

Kevin  Smith,  the  director  of 
Clerks,  was  a  mewling  baby 
when  Jaglom  shot  liis  first 
feature  in  1971,  and  he  still  has 
lots  of  growing  up  to  do.  Back 
comes  his  favourite  topic  guys 
talking  about  sex.  His  turf 
remains  the  New  Jersey  sub¬ 
urbs  of  his  own  youth:  his 
camera  style  remains  blunt. 
But  Chasing  Amy.  his  third 
feature,  marks  a  dear  step 
forward.  The  plot  matters 
more.  The  characters  matter 
more.  Women  matter  more.  ' 

But  not  Amy.  she  never 
appears.  Our  heroine,  instead, 
is  Alyssah  (Joey  Lauren  Ad¬ 
ams),  comic  book  artist,  live- 
wire  and  lesbian.  Despite  her 
leanings,  she  finds  herself 
drawn  to  Ben  Affleck's  Hold¬ 
en.  half  of  the  team  behind  the 
comic  Bluntman  &  Chronic. 
While  Holden's  work  partner 
looks  on.  appalled,  Holden 
falls  headlong  for  Alyssah's 
charms,  before  being  pulled 
up  short  by  lurid  rales  from 
her  past  Can  die  gender 
barriers  be  broken  and  true 
lave  flourish? 

Audience  involvement  in 
this  question  is  somewhat 
curtailed  by  Adams  herself, 
whose  high,  pinched  voice 
comes  to  grate  on  the  ears.  But 
there  is  something  honest 
about  Smith's  groping  to¬ 
wards  sensitive  issues;  at  the 
very  least,  cross-over  sex  gives 
his  slacker  characters  some¬ 
thing  new  to  babble  about  as 
they  slouch  in  front  of  the  TV. 


First  shot,  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  Second 
shot.  Tower  Bridge. 
Third  shot  Ian  Hobn 
with  an  American  accent  In¬ 
cognito.  an  American  roman¬ 
tic  thriller  mounted  in  Europe, 
dues  not  begin  promisingly, 
nor  does  it  improve.  The  film's 
one  daim  to  mild  originality  is 
the  occasional  Focus  on  the 
business  of  art  forgery.  “1  need 
genuine  badger  hair  brushes.” 
Jason  Panic  cries  as  he  seeks 
10  recreate  a  lost  Rembrandt 
His  shopping  list  also  indudes 
ancient  pigments,  scrapings 
from  an  existing  painting,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  world’s 
foremost  Rembrandt  author¬ 
ity,  a  young,  lissom  miss 
played  by  Irene  Jacob.. 

But  any  advantage  the  forg¬ 
ery  background  might  supply 
is  lost  as  the  film  plays  silly 
games  of  murder,  pursuit  and 
countjy-hopping.  London  one 
minute.  Paris,  New  York  or 
Amsterdam  the  next  John 
Badham,  the  director,  fash¬ 
ions  this  old-fashioned  dap- 
rrap  with  a  certain  flourish, 
but,  really,  who  cares? 

At  the  press  showing.  Incog¬ 
nito  prompted  far  more  laugh¬ 
ter  than  Trial  and  Error, 

‘Horrible. 
I  loved  it’ 

Every  week,  young  film  fans 
discuss  the  latest  releases . . . 

□  G.I.  JANE 

Leslie  Isaiah  Thomas.  19:  1 
accurately  predicted  the 
storyline  and  almost  all  oF  the 
dialogue.  Welcome  to  cliche 
movie-making. 

Dominic  Young.  IS:  Both 
Demi  Moore  and  the  mode 
were  very  disappointing. 
Jethro  Aukin.  19:  Preposter¬ 
ous.  disgusting,  horrible.  I 
loved  it. 

Sbarada  Osman.  IS:  The 
Navy?  Not  for  me.  You  can 
leave  me  at  the  kitchen  sink 
any  day. 

□  CHASING  AMY 
Leslie:  Writer/director  Kevin 
Smith  has  written  a  script  so 
good  ir  could  be  on  the  stage. 
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Will  Demi  Moore  and  Viggo  Mortensen  ever  become  best  buddies?  Don’t hold,  your  breath 

which  was  actually  supposed  1“  — —  —  . 

to  be  funny.  An  out-of-work  •  • 

actor  (Michael  Richards  from 
Seinfeld)  deputises  for  an  at¬ 
torney  chum  incapadtated  by 
drink,  and  finds  himself  de-  . 
fending  a  fraud  case.  Neither 
Richards  nor  his  co-star  Jeff 
Daniels  is  well  treated  by  the 
script,  which  wanders  be¬ 
tween  routine  slapstick  and 
woozy  stuff  about  acquiring 
self-knowledge,  or  the  bald 
direction  of  Jonathan  Lynn. 

This  is  the  kind  of  film  you 
wouldn't  even  watch  on  a 
plane. 


Film 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


Dominic  Former  skateboard¬ 
er  Jason  Lee  gives  a  remark¬ 
ably  competent  performance. 
Jethro:  One  of  the  most  enjoy¬ 
able  films  of  the  year. 
Sharada:  Great  performances 
in  a  great  movie.  Very  funky 
stuff. 

□  INCOGNITO 
Leslie  The  stars  were  the 
extras;  lots  of  pointing  and 
rhubarb  rhubarb- 
Dominic:  The  police  detective 
looks  as  if  he  has  stepped  out 
ofl950s  British  TV. 

Jethro:  l  laughed,  but  I  dont 
think  1  was  supposed  to. 
Sharada:  This  film  about  art 
is  not  exactly  a  masterpiece. 


Available  now  at  all 
good  booksellers 
£13.99. 

The  Time  Our  people  are  critics 
with  ideas,  not  buffs  with  glib  opinions. 
Phi  Ho  French  The  Observer 
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“A  REVELATION 

... Stephen  Fry  gives  a  dominating  screen 
performance  in  this  impressive  and  touching  work 
of  intelligence,  compassion  and  tragic  satire  ” 


STEPHEN 

FRY 


jUDE  VANESSA  JENNIFER 

LAW  REDGRAVE  EHLE 


Mcxmlr  Ubr  EimV04TAV.TUW.) 


“A  WINNER  FROM  THE  START 

...brilliant  acting  by  the  entire  cast,  especially  Stephen 
Fry  who  was  bom  to  be  Wilde.  ” 


“ FABULOUS 

.a  passionate  and  exciting  film  that  cannot  possibly  fail 
to  move  you  ...Thrilling,  enthralling  and  intelligent.” 
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ARTS  FILM  35 


man  working 

Tim  Robbins  directed  a  movie,  then  another  to  get  over 
the  first  -  and  then  collapsed.  Martyn  Palmer  reports 


Shortly  after  the  release 
of  the  critically  ac¬ 
claimed  Dead  Man 
Walking .  Tim  Rob¬ 
bins,  its  director,  had  his 
sanity  questioned  by  a  friend 
who  had  just  been  told  that 
Robbins's  next  preyed:  was  a 
lightweight  comedy  thriller. 
"He  asked  me  what  I  was 
doing  and  I  told  him  about 
this  comedy,  Nothing  to  Lose, 
A  and  he  said:  'Man,  you  don’t 
need  to  do  that,  you’re  a 
.serious  director 1  now,  you’re 
set.  What  are  you  doing  that 
fort* 

"I  said:  That’s  a  lot  of 
responsibility,  being  a  serious 
director,  I'm  not  that  sure  I 
want  that.  I  don’t  know  that  I 
want  tobe defined  as  anything 
and  I  sure'  don't  want  to  take 
myself  too  seriously .. 

"I  don’t  want  to  be  in  a 
position  where  1  think  of 
myself  as  someone  who 
doesn’t  do  a  silly  comedy. 
That's  part  of  the  game,  part  of 
the  experience:  you  do  thing*; 
that  can  move  people  and 
make  them  think,  and  you 
should  also  do  things  that 
make  people  laugh.” 

Of  course,  he  has  made 
plenty  erf  "serious"  films.  As 
well  as  Dead  Man  Walking, 

f  which’  won  an  Oscar  for  his 
partner.  Susan  Sarandon,  he 
appeared  alongside  Morgan 
freeman  in  the  prison  drama 
The  Shawshank  Redemption 
and  starred  as  a  troubled 
Vietnam  veteran  in  the  under¬ 
rated  Jacob's  Ladder.  But  be 
made  his  name  with  comedy, 
and  in  particular  Bull  Dur- 
bam,  the  charming  1989  base¬ 
ball  movie  during  .which  hie  - 
first  met  Sarandon.  •  > 

“I.  made  Nothing  to  Lose 
right  after ’I  finished  Dead 
Man  Walking  because  1  need¬ 
ed  to  blow  out,  t  heeded  to  - 
remember  why .1  started  doing  .■ 
this  stuff  in  the  first  place — to 
stand  up  in  front  of  people  and 
make  them  laugh.  Other  ac¬ 
tors  get  typecast  m  one  kind  of 
^role,  one  land  of  film  ffiieyhave' 
J&o  repeal  over  and  over  again. 
t*Wben  BuU  Durham  was  a  hit 
I  got  a  lot  of  offers  to  do  big. 
dumb  guys.  I  could  have  made 
an  industry  out  of  that,  but  I 
resisted  it.” 


Making  Nothing  to  Lose 
was  to  hive  been -an  energis¬ 
ing  contrast -to.  the  exhausting 
demands  erf  writing -and  di¬ 
recting  a  piece  a s'  sombre  as 
Dead  Man  Walking.  AX  any 
rate,  that  is  what  Robbins 
hoped.  The  reality  was  rather 
different  “It’s  actually  very 
difficult  to  do  a  comedy."  he 
says.  “You  dant  have  an 
audience  there  to  give  you  an 
instant  reaction,-  so  you  don't 
know  if  tfaqr  are  going  to  laugh 
or  noL  Farts  of  it  were  fim  to 
do  but  it  was  very  hard  work." 

Robbins  ‘  plays  a  hotshot 
advertising  executive  Nick 
Beam,  who  discovers  his  beau¬ 
tiful  wife  in  flagrante  delicto 


C I  had  to 
concentrate 
to  look  . 
normal;  the 
pain  was 
intense  9 


with  his  boss..  In  a  state  of 
shock,  he  reels  but  of  the  house 
without  challenging  them, 
jumps  into  his  car  and  just 
drives.  As  he  heads  into  file 
whang  part  of  Las  Angeles,  he 
stops  ata  traffic  light  and,  still 
in  a  virtual  trance,  he  hardly 
notices  as  a  would-be  mugger 
(Martin  Lawrence)  gets  in  and 
shoves  a  gun  in  bis  face. 

“Nick  is  a  man  whose  world 
is  shattered  out  of  a  dear  blue 
sky,"  Robbins  says.  “When  the 
mugger  threatens  him  he 
couldn’t  care  less  about  his 
own  life  because  ifs  just  been 
taken  away.  And  that  makes 
Km  'dangerous,  because  it 
means  he  can  turn  .the  tables 
on  the  mugger." 

‘  What  follows  is  part  road 
movie,  pa^rt  farce  as  the  two 
fight,  grudgingly  become  al¬ 
lies  and  then  plot,  to  rob  the 
boss  who  has  betrayed  Beam. 

Making ,  No  thing  to  Lose 
was  not  exactly  a 'barrel  of 
laughs.  Suffering  chronic  pain 
from  an  old  bade  injury. 


During  his  break  he 
did  allow  himself 
time  to  write  a 
script,  provisional¬ 
ly  tided  The  Cradle  Will  Rock. 
which  he  intends  to  direct  next 
year.  Robbins  is  approaching 
the  preyed  with  a  mixture  of 
excitement  and  extreme  trepi¬ 
dation.  “Ills  set  in  1930s  New 
York  and  has  aboat  five  stories 
interwoven  like  a;  kind  of 
tapestry,  three  of  them  true 
and  two  I've  invented.  All  the 
stories  have  something  to  do 
with  freedom  of  expression 
and  the  heroism  of  the 
individual.” 

Theacdaim  that  Dead  Man 
Walking  brought  meant  very 
tittle,  he  says,  when  it  came  to 
financing  the  new  project  In 
addition,  flic  pressure  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  film  in  the  way  that  he 


...  , 


Robbins  bad  to  will  himself 
through  an  extremely  de¬ 
manding.  physical  role.  “My 
bade  has  been  really  bad  since 
.  I  injured  myself  in  i 984 when  I 
did  an  acrobatic  move  on  stage 
and  fell,"  he  says/Tt  “goes  our 
on  occasion,  and  while  I  was 
making  the  movie  it  was  ‘out’ 
about  80  per  cent  of  the  time.  I 
had  to  really  mnr»»pfratp  to 
look  normal;  the  pain  was 
intense."  - 

By  die  time  filming  had 
finished,  a  little  over  a  year 
ago,.  Robbins  was  exhausted. 
He  beaded  for  the  New  York 
home  he  shares  :  with 
Sarandon  and  their  sons.  Jack 
and  Miles. 

“I  needed  to  reevaluate  and 
readjust  my  life.  I  needed  to 
quit  smoking,  which  I  did,  I 
healed  my  back  problem.  I  got 
in  better  physical  shape,  f  just 
felt  it  was  all  going  too  fast.  1 
needed  to  put  things  bn  hold 
for  a  while  and  see  what  I  had 
around  me.  My  children,  were 
the  main  thrust  of  that  I  kept 
saying  to  myself:  "You  don't 
need  to  work,  so  why  are  you? 
Why  not  spend  some  time 
picking  the  kids  up  from 
school  and  just  be  there  for 
them?’  1ft  important  for  me  to 
spend  time  with  my  kids.  You 
find  yourself  working  later 
and  later  and  there  comes  a 
time  when  you  just  want  to 
stop  for  a  while.” 
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Tim  Robbins  in  his  latest  film.  Nothing  to  Lose,  a  comedy  thriller  for  removed  from  his  work  on  the  Oscar-winning  Dead  Man  Walking 


wants  to  remains  intense  and 
fraught  with  difficulties,  de¬ 
spite  his  trade  record.  'There 
is  always  a  test  of  wills,  always 
a  point  where  you  have  to  face 
down  file  devil  and  say:  'Do  I 
want  to  make  this  movie, 
because  no  one  is  making  it 
easy? 

“It’s  never  easy,  no  matter 
who  you  are.  Even  Martin 
Scorsese  has  trouble  putting 
his  films  together.  There  is 
always  someone  who  will  find 
a  way  to  humiliate  you  or 
make  you  work  for  less  or 
question  your  motives  or  find 
some  fault  with  your  movie  or 
say:  There's  no  commera'ality 
in  this  project . . 

“You  have  to  realise  that 
doing  what  you  love  to  do. 
involves  a  certain  amount  of 
challenge  and  a  lot  (rfobstecles 
that  will  be  placed  in  your 
path.  That's  good  in  a  way.  I 
suppose,  because  it  means  you 
have  to  examine  yourself  and 
the  project  and  see  whether 
you  really  want  to  go  through 
with  it.  I  try  to  keep  a  sense  of 
humour  about  it  I  really  do." 
•  Nothing  to  Lose  is  released  next 
week 


Carrey  calms  down  and  looks  up 


■  UARLIAR 

C7C,  12,1997 

THOSE  averse  to  Jim 
Gamy's  face-pulling  get 
some  welcome  relief  with  this 
latest  reheating  of  an  bid 
chestnut  the  plight  of  the 
man  forced  to  teH  the  abso¬ 
lute  truth  for  24  hours. 
Carrey  plays  a  fast-talking 
attorney  and  habitual  liar 
whose  big  mouth  becomes, 
his  undoing.  The  old  contor¬ 
tions  remain,  but  the  hum¬ 
our  is  gentler  and  more 
sustained.  A  rental  release. 

■  ANACONDA 
Columbia  TriStar,  15, 1997 

1TIS  hard  to  quake  with  fear 

at  the  sight  of  a  huge, 
rubbery  animatronic  snake 
that  sudes  the  life  from  most 
of  the  cast  but  leaves  Jon 
Voight  free  to  snarl,  flash  his 
evil  eyes  and  chew  the  Brazil¬ 
ian  rainforest  This  is  a  B- 
movie  writ  large,  which 
assumes  that  bursts  of  spe¬ 
cial  effects  will  hide  an 
impossible,  antique  script 
They  do  not  Stffl,  as  bad 
movies  go,  this  one  is  quite 
enjoyable.  The  cast  also 
inducting  Jennifer  lx>pez.  Ice 
Cube  and  Jonathan  _  Hyde, 
fight  their  cliches  with  vim, 
and  director  Luis  Llosa  earns 
nnmts  for  bare  cheek  by 


NEW  ON  VIDEO 


mounting  a  point-of-view 
shot  from  inside  the  snake’s 
throat  Available  to  rent 

■  KILLER:  A  JOURNAL 
OF  MURDER 

First  Independent,  IS.  1996 
THE  title  suggests  perverse 
titfllatioo.  In  ted;  'Em  Met¬ 
calfe’s  film,  based  bn  a  true 
story,  is  a  serious  and  ab¬ 
sorbing  drama  about  the 
unlikely  relationship  be¬ 
tween  a  conscientious  prison 
guard  and  an  unrepentant 
killer  keen  to  embrace  the 
hangman’s  noose.  Robert 
Sean  Leonard  is  the  guard  in 
Leavenworth  in  1929  who 
coroes  face  to  face  with  the 
loathsome-  Carl  Panzraro, 
played  to  perfection  fry  James 
Woods.  Available  to  rent. 

■  LEMEPRIS 

Connoisseur,  15, 1965 
ONE  off  the  more  orthodox 
works  from  the  trouble-mak¬ 
er  of  the  French  New  Wave, 
jthas  a  story,  derived  from 
an  Alberto  Moravia  novel.  It 
has  stars:  Brigitte  Bardot 
Jack  Balance,  Michel  Piccoli, 
plus  the  revered  German, 
director  Fritz  Lang  playing 
himself,  monode  and  afl.  But 


Jim  Carrey:  more  gentle 
than  usual  in  Liar  liar 

these  attractions  do  little  to 
obscure  the  film's  personal 
nature,  the  stylistic  quirks 
and  in  jokes,  and  the  pile-up 
of  philosophical  maxims. 
Godard  is  reflecting  on  integ¬ 
rity,  cinema,  men  and 
women,  and  doing  so  with  a 
fierce  beauty  that  still  shines 
strong  after  30  years. 

■  WHEN  WE 
WERE  KINGS 
PolyGmnuE.  1996 
THIS  years  winner  of  the 
Documentary  Feature  Oscar 
takes  us  back  to  1974,  when 
heavyweight  champion 


George  Foreman  and  his 
flamboyant  challenger  Mu¬ 
hammad  Ali  faced  each  other 
in  Zaire  for  a  bout  billed  as 
the  “nimble  in  the  jungle". 
Lean  Gasft  joyous  film,  in 
file  works  for  22  years, 
recreates  file  contest  through 
expertly  juggled  archive  foot¬ 
age  and  interviews  with  the 
likes  of  Spike  Lee  and  Nor¬ 
man  Mailer.  If  you  fear  films 
about  boxing,  be  pacified: 
this  is  really  about  humanity 
triumphant 

■  THE  UMBRELLAS 
OF CHERBOURG 
Tartan.  U,  1964 
JACQUES  DEMY'S  won¬ 
derful  musical,  handsomely 
restored  to  its  pastd-hued 
splendour,  tells  of  intimate, 
ordinary  things:  a  lover  ab¬ 
sent  in  the  Algerian  War,  a 
pregnancy,  a  lukewarm  mar¬ 
riage.  Every  word  is  set  to 
Michel  Legrand's  lilting  pop 
music;  every  colour  is  care¬ 
fully  co-ordinated.  But  the 
artifice  is  never  stifling,  and 
enough  specks  of  vinegar  are 
sprinkled  about  to  stop 
things  curdling  into  mush. 
Catherine  Deneuve,  all  of  19 
at  the  time,  is  lovely  to 
behold;  so  is  the  entire  film. 

Geoff  Brown 
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NOW  SHOWING  AT  CINEMAS  EVERYWHERE 


THE  MUSICAL 
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36  ARTS  FESTIVAL 


LONDON 

BRAHUS  CENTENARY:  The  Royal 
Collage  ot  Mireic  ChoaK  anrt  Qicfiestra 
under  a  David  Wflfcocfc:  oertoms  iwo 
vwrtcs  by  tt»  German  coctposar  who 
dM  one  hundfisd  years  ago  this  year 
On  the  programme  is  fa  Tragic  Overture 
and  fin  dotosetes  flajuK/n  wntcti 
uses  Iota  fan  Luther's  transleWon  of 
the  BWc  Chous  dreew  ra  Bob 
CWcofc 

Royal  College  of  Mule.  Prime 
Consort  Road.  SW7  (01 71-5®  38431 
To^ght  73)pm 

CARAVAN  A  tangle  ol  retaBonsheX 
teats  the  femafe  solidarity  of  a  lately  0* 
three  women  hofdaying  in  North  Wales. 
Rrar  LurWor,  production  lor  a  ptiy  try 
tamo  Broofcsrio  actress  Netei 
Bahcman  Gemma  Bodmec's  cast 
hdudes  ERabeih  Estensen,  Emma 
Curtlfle  and  Pd  Oonaghy 
Bush.  Shechstis  Bush  Groan,  Wt2 
(0181  <743  3388)  Pievw»  Kamght,  Bpm. 
Opens  tomorrow.  7pm.  Mon-Sat  Spm. 

SOUTH  BANK  SELECTION:  Vseoan 
Ftnrush  conductor  Paavo  Beigtata  lakaa 
me  podwm  m  a  concert  by  tne  Landwi 
PhJhai  monte  Orchestra  (Festival  Kail. 

7  JOpml  per  tunning  a  prograrrme  of 
Bart  6k.  Sibelius  and  Brahms.  Al  8pm,  in 
the  Purcell  Room,  the  On  London  Jazz 
Festival  continues  with  rai  evening 
(eatunng  now  pieces  by  the  respected 
teacher  aid  musical  innovator  Graham 
Coder,  performed  by  an  ntanabcmaf 
mo-up  led  by  the  composer 
South  Bank.  SEt  (0171-960*3*2)  G 
UNLUCKY  FOR  SOME:  The  Itnat  play 
In  a  season  ehocasing  tha  latent  of 
yixng  (Wish  pTaywrlghTs  Paul  Tucker's 
darii  comedy  depids  the  angst-ridden 
Bves  at  a  group  ol  diner -raty  cound 
estate  dweSers.  Timothy  Hughes 
directs 

Southwark  Playhouse.  62  Southwark 

Bridge  Road.  SE1  (0171-6303434) 
Opens  tonight.  7.30pm  That  Mon-Sat. 

7  30pm  Uitil  December  B. 


□  ANGELS  AND  DBUONS-  The 
mceiient  Besrt  Tellers  present  the  t^e  ot 
Adam  and  tr  3  fra  vwlc  (jkth.  Rebecca 
VUoknan  dsecta  Simon  Thorp  and  Emma 
Cater  m  a  production  with  muse  In  a 
sryte  where  Jewish  klczmer  nxere  pzz 
Trfeyde  Theatre.  KJbum  High  Road. 
NWb  (01 71-3Z8  '0001  Sun-Thurs.  and 
Sat.  8pm:  mars  Wed.  3pm  and  Sun, 

4pm.  Unri  November  30  B 

BART  Ron  Cook.  Nigel  H3vers  and 
Mafctxm  Stony  m  rfis  excep&onaiy 
nlenesfing  drama  about  thendshrp, 
unspeten  nwentmert  and  an  aOraa  all- 
white  painnng 

Wyndhsm's  Chamg  Does  Road. 

WC2  (0171-363  17361  TuihSat.  8pm. 
mats  Wed.  3pm.  Sal  and  Sun.  Spm 

□  BIG  GIRLS  One  week  run  tor  a 
musical  on  the  art  ot  b&rg  werght  five 
cprts.  13  musrcal  numbers,  created  by 
Cot*  Dans  and  Christopher  LAtcrap 
Wimbledon  StwHo.  The  Broadway. 
SW19  (0181-5400362)  Mon-Sal, 

730pm 

□  CHIPS  WITH  EVERYTHING'  Fvst 
tag  London  revival  tor  Arnold  Wesker's 
1962  play  about  class  decontenl  and 
Lruhttiking  obedience  n  the  armed 
forces-  With  Julian  Oarer  and  Rupert 
Fenry- Jones.  Howard  Davies  drects 
Itattonal  (Lyttelton).  South  Bank.  SE1 
(01 71-928 22521  Toraghl  SaL  73Qpm; 
mat  SaL  2.15pm  In  rep 

B  A  DELICATE  BALANCE  Steen 
Altas  haumfngly  thiling  in  welcome 
revival  ol  Atbee  s  play  about  manage, 
parenthood  and  rregttbomUress 
Maggie  South  plays  the  drunk  raster. 
Theatre  Royal,  Hayniarket  SW1 
(0171-9308800)  MorvSat  8pm:  mala 
Wed  and  Sal. -3pm.  B 


MFW  HF1  FARES 

♦  FACE/OFF  (18)  FBI  agent  John 
Travolta  and  torrortd  Nicolas  Cage  swap 
xtannhec  Outrageous  fata  that  never 
knows  whan  to  stop.  Dkector.  John  Wxj 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
836  6148)  flaptom  Pfcture  House 
(0171-498  3323)  Greemridi  (0181-235 
3005|  Odeonc  Camden  Town  (0181- 
315  4255)  Kensington  (0181-315 

4214)  Leicester  Square  (0181-315 

4215)  Marble  Arch  (0181-3154218) 
Swiss  Cottage  (0181-315  4220)  Rttzy 
(01 71 -737  2121 )  Ua  Whltsleys  B 
(0990  888990)  Virgin  Chataea  (0171- 
352  5096) 

TIE  GAMBLER  (15)  htngung  tale 
about  Dostoevsky  writing  iva  novel  The 
Gambler .  with  Mtchaat  Gambon  and 
Jodh  May  Dnedor.  Kirofc  Mai* 

Curzon  West  End  (P171-3©  1722) 
Odson  Swiss  Cottage  (0181  -315  42201 
Richmond  (0181  -332  00301 

MAXIMUM  RISK  Iter  JeanOaude 
Van  Damme  steps  rtotas  twit  brother's 
shoes  and  fnds  trouble  Starting 
action  bom  Hong  Kong  director  Ffrrgo 
Lam.  With  ristasha  Henairtdge 
Virgin  Ttocadsra  G  U7181  -970  601 5) 

MY  MOTHER'S  COURAGE  (12)  A 
Hungarian  mother  has  a  brush  wdh 
death  in  Nazi -occupied  Budapest 
Slight.  wAnsnme  Euro  co-product  ton,  with 
Paulrte  Collins  Director,  Michael 
Vertioaven 

ABC  Renton  Street  (01 77-830  0631) 

UP  ON  THE  ROOF  115)  Ups,  Clowns 
and  yawns  ol  a  etudent  singing  group 
Thriy  Bieable  Briwh  film,  with  Arny 
Robbins.  &ty  Carer,  and  Ctae 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  daffy  suWs  to  arts 
and  entertainment 

compted  by  Mattt  Hoigie 


ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM  A  tae  opportunity  to 
see  the  world's  leadhg  eupment  ol 
ciassK  horsamsnshp.  iheSpsnWi 
RkBng  School  of  Vienna  which  hut 
only  every  tour  years.  The  "dancstg 
white  staMons"  perform  lour  dates  here 
bdore  gang  on  to  London. 

NEC.  Junction  5.  M42  (0121-700 
4133).  TorngN-Sat.  8prn  Sun.  3pm.  Q 
EDINBURGH:  Tha  Scottish  Chemtwr 
Orchestra  under  its  tiesWy  apponted 
conductor  Joseph  Swensen  performs 


ie  SCO  plays  music  by 
Sibelius  m  Edinburgh 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  ■usussmcnt 
of  theatre  showing  bt  London 

■  House  fid,  returns  ordy 
B  Some  seuts  avaBeMe 
□  Seats  at  al  prices 


B  FAME:  TV  and  Bm  cpn-ofl  doaul 
young  hopefuls  tram  the  New  York 
School  a  toe  Performing  Arts 
Victoria  Palace,  Victoria  SL  SW1 
(0171-834  1317).  Mon-Thia.  730pm;  Fn. 
S  30pm  and  8pm:  Sat.  3pm  and 
730pm  UnttIJan  17. 

B  HENRY  V:  fiAchael  Sheen  plays  the 
wartte  Harry  In  Ron  Dentals 's 
ptoductm,  nor  well  reviewed  ki 
Stradard  Good  pertamancB  by  Kama 
Adrover  as  Ka  rheme 
BsrtXcan.  S*  Street.  EC2  (01 71 -638 
8891 ).  Mon-SaL  7.15pm;  mats  Thur  and 
Sal.  2pm  Until  Nov  22  Then  n  rep.  G 

B5CtSSC7RHAPmr  Oorrady 
whodunmt  where  the  aafience  can  play 
defectrre  Adapte-1  ty  Net  Multaikey. 

Lee  Smpean  and  Jim  Sweeney  tram  the 
US  long-nnner  Shear  AAadrwss 
DuShses.  Catherine  SUsat.  WC2 
(01 71  -494  5075).  Man-Fn.  0pm:  Sul. 

5  30pm  and  B30pm.  mat  Wod. 

230pm 

□  THE  SLOtN  DRAG.  Jazz  rrusicat  by 
Careen  Kiwcer,  loosely  based  on  the 
story  o(  Bily  Tipton,  a  woman  tdto 
passed  as  a  man  to  tma  work  as  a  (azz 
musician.  With  Liza  Sadovy.  Kim 
Criswell  and  Christopher  Cokpixun. 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Gsoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
tBms  In  London  and  (where 
Indicated  wtth  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  relaasa  across  the  cmaitty 


Cathead  Director.  Simon  Moore. 
PtsaG  [0990  888990) 

WILL  IT  SNOW  FOR  CHRISTMAS? 
(12):  Drudgery  and  maternal  In  nsal 

Fiance.  Srtong  but  doir  fret  film  (ram 
rkector  Sandrine  VeysseL  With 
Donwtique  Raymond. 

Chaise*  (0171-351  374 Z)  Renoir 
(0171-8378402) 

CURRENT 

♦  AN  AMERICAN  WEREWOLF  IN 

PARIS  (15)'  Amucngly  cheeky  honor 
come,  with  Tom  Everan  Scott  as  an 
American  student  who  tails  tor  Die 
charms  of  JuUs  Dripy's  werewolf. 
Odeons:  Camden  Town  (0181  315 
4255)  Kanstogton  (0181-315  4214) 
Marble  Arch  10181-315  4216)  Swiaa 
Cottage  (0181-315  4220)  UCi 
WMMaya  fi  (0990  88899Q  Vtrghi 
Trocsdere  G  (0181-970  6015)  Warner 
G  (0171-437  4343) 

*  THE  FULL  MOHTY  i15) 

Unemployed  steelworkers  step  lor  cash 
Bouncy  &itBh  comedy,  with  Robert 
Cartyte,  Tom  HWehsm  Mark  Addy 
Director,  Fulfil  Cattaneo 

ABCk  Baker  Street  (0171-935  9772) 
Shaftesbury  Avenue  (0171-6366279) 
Tottenham  Court  Road  101 71  -636 


at  d-Stuius  projyarrvno  mdutSng  Sa 
Humoresques  (or  Vtofen  and  Orchestra. 
Wkh  vtaMo  Kuoko  Takezawa 
Queen’s  Had,  aerie  Street  (013(^88 
2019).  TonghL  7.45pm 
HOLD  A  second  pair  at  plays  haw 
Ihea  national  opening  hem  tereqfd 
before  entering  the  reperiore.  In  the 
Entfyn  WffBams  Theafrn  (7.45pm), 

Fiona  Butfn  dVeds  AbtgafTs  Party. 
Mka  Letgh's  popular  comady  obout  the 
aepkatans  and  eneea  ol  a  motJom 
mortage,  wtae  m  the  Anthony  Hopkins 
Theatre  (730pm),  Teny  HandSi  (he 
newaxiatc  dmdoi.  choosos  Eqrais. 
Paiar  Shelter's  drama  ol  mycacat 
obsesson  and  horee-worship  tor  his  first 
prodmftun  hsn) 

Thsatr  Ctwyd  bmt  offlea  (0I35Z 
756114)  S 

SOUTHAbmraN  wand  premise 
here  ol  Derek  Deane's  staging  lor 
Engtah  National  Ballet  ot  The 
Nutcracker,  sat  to  TcheAravaky's  score. 
Jo4?tog  ffe  cornanys  cm  prncpai 
dancers  lor  the  poducutn  am  (ha 
AmEncan  b^terre  Susan  Jaffa,  the 
Basque  Luca  Lactera.  urho  makes  her 

frnksh  dobut.  and  the  Lerceater-bam 
Robert  Tewsiey.  cunordy  pmdpei 
dancer  at  tha  Stuttgart  BetieL  HWr 
ttognsbySUeBtano 
Mayfto-wwrTheabw.Caimaroal  Road 
(Q1 703  71 181 1).  Tomgrt-Sat,  730pm; 
mats  today.  Spm  and  SM.  230pm  B 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Barbican.  Deo  McCuttn  (Ol  71  -638 
8891)  British  MusauicCster 
1900-1939(0171-323  8525)  .. 

Design  Mussobk  A  tens'  of  tecycis 
design  Htetay  (D1 71 -378  GQS5)  .. 

Hayward:  The  Modem  Still  Lie  (0171- 
028  3144)  .  .  DtafloasT  Hogarth's 
Mamage  AUMode  (0 1 71  - 747  2B85) 

...  NaUonte  Portr* S» Henry 
Raeburn  (0171-3060055)  .  Royal 
CoDsfia  ot  Art  Artets  and  Anptorry 
(0171-59044441  .  TWe:  Symbotam 

fnaaan  1860-1910 10171-8878000) 


WMWialTTlMMaa.  Wttehal,  London 
SWI  (0171-3891735)  Mon-Thur.  Spm; 
Fri  and  SaL  7pm  and  9.30pm. 

O  TALES  MY  LOVER  TOLD  MEL  New 
muscat  comedy  written  and  doected  by 
Chris  Bjgess,  music  by  Sarah  Toms. 
about  three  woman  m  (hair  early  middle 
years  stringing  to  stay  Mends. 

King’s  Kami.  Upper  St.  Nl  (0171-226 
1910).  Tua-Sat,  8pm;  mat  Sun.  3pm  Q 

□  TONGUE  OF  A  BIRD  BeaufiM 
acting  but  in  a  wwpy  play  by  Elan 
McLaughin  about  mothers  peeking 
daughters  and  vice  versa. 

Atawlda  Theatre.  108  Akneida  Street 
N1  (0171-359  4404)  Mon-SaL  7.3Ctart; 
mar  Sa,  3pm  UntttNowmbsrDO  © 

B  WASTE.  Fdtaiy  Kendal.  Mrcheel 
Penrtogton.  Dwtis  Owitey  n  Granvde 
Barker's  tasdnatteg  drama  ol  the 
power  struggle  witfrin  a  government 
compfcated  by  9&C. 
OtdVfc.waefknRoad.SE1  (0171- 
828  7816i  Tonight.  7  30pm  In  rep. 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Btood  Brother*  Phonm  (0171-389 

1733)  □  Buddy:  Suand  10171-930 

8800)..  □  Grass*  Cambridge 
(0171-494  5080).  .  B  An  Inspector 
Cells  Garrick  (01 71 -494  5085]  .. 

□  Jesus  Christ  Supsreter  Lyceum 

(0)71-6661807)  ..□MbaSahnn 
Drury  lane  10171-494  S40Q)  .  □The 
Mousetrap- SI  Mann  s  (0171-838 
1443)  □SmatoyJoo’sCsfc- 

Pmffiol Wales  10171-839 5987)  ... 

□  Starlight  Express-  ApoCo  Vfictona 

(Ot  71- 4 16  6054)  .  □  The  Woman 

to  Blade  Fomne  (01 71-836  2238) 
Ticket  InlanTHtion  supplied  by  Society 
ol  London  Theatre 


6148)  Odeons:  Kensington  (0181-315 
4214)  Marble  Arch  (0181-3154216) 
HezzanlnoGCOTBl  315 4219 Swiss 
Cottogs  (01  SI -315  4220)  Pins  G 
(0990 8B8990J  UCI  WhOetays  ®  (0990 
888890)  Vlrgtos:  Cfisisea  (01 7 1  -352 
5096)  Haymarfcte  (0171-839 1527) 

♦  LA  CONFTDENTIAL  (lEJf 
Sneshlng  drama  about  corruption  h  LA 
in  the  sarfy  f 960s,  rath  Kevn  Spxty. 
Russaa  Cure  Kim  Basnger,  Guy 
Psarca  and  Damy  DeVto 
Barbican  Q  (01 71-638  8891} 
asphsai  Ptchso  House  (01 71  -498 
3323)  Nottffig  HD  Coronet  G  (0171- 
7276705)  Odeons:  Osoidsn  Town 
(0181-315  4255)  Kensbigton  (0181-315 
4214)  HsrbbiAroh  10181315  4216) 
Swire  Cottage  (0181315  4220)  RBzy 
(0171-737  2121J  SereerVHB  BlOlTl- 
435  3366)  lia  WMWeys  G  (0990 
888990)  Virgin*:  FUBmm  Road  (0171- 
370  2636)  Hsyiosrtlst  (01 7 1 -839 1 527) 
Wsmsr  B  (01 71 337  4343) 

♦  A  LIFELESS  ORDINARY  (15): 
Jarfior  and  Amencan  heiress  finally  taS 
r  tare  Odd  nv  of  comedy,  fantasy 
and  romance  hem  Ihe  Trainspotting 
team-  WHh  Ewan  McOagcr  and 
Cameron  Diaz  Drector  Damy  Boyte 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Rood  (01 71- 
636  6148)  Barbican  G  (01 71  ^38  8891) 
Gresnvrich  03181-235  3005)  Odeons: 
Cam  dwi  Town  (0181-3154^5) 
Kensington  (0181-315  4214)  Swiss 

Cottage  (0181-31542201  PtazsG 
(0990  888990)  R«*T  (01 71 -737  2121 ) 
ScreerVBrtwr  Shred  (0171-935  2772) 
UC!  WhtteteysB  P980  888990) 
Vbgtns:  FuBtsm  Rosd  (0171-3702636) 
Trocortero  G  pt  71-434  0031)  Wemar 
®  (0171 -437  4343) 


_ _ _  THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997^ 

Suddenly  a  worthy  annual  jamboree  has  been  given  international  dout.  Hilary  Finch-reports 

Belfast  steps  up  a  league 

Edinburgh,  Paris,  Ber¬ 
lin  and  London  have 
all  been  hot  on  die 
trail  of  Ocean,  the 


Edinburgh,  Paris,  Ber¬ 
lin  and  London  have 
all  been  hot  on  die 
trail  of  Ocean,  the 
final  collaboration  between 
the  choreographer  Mens 
Cunningham  and  the  late 
composer  John  Cage.  But  the 
work,  inspired  by  Joyce  and 
the  theory  that  his  next  big 
work  would  have  been  about 
the  sea.  has  found  ii  own  way 
across  die  water.  Ocean  comes 
home  to  Ireland  when  it 
receives  its  British  Isles  prem¬ 
iere  at  the  1997  Belfast  Fes¬ 
tival.  which  opens  tomorrow. 

Belfast'S  coup  is  at  the 
epicentre  of  the  high-level 
seismic  activity  that  has  been 
rippling  through  Ulster  from 
the  moment  that  the  festival 
appointed  its  new  programme 
director,  Sean  Doran.  A  quiet¬ 
ly  spoken.  Londonderry  man 
—  possibly  the  last  thing 
Belfast  had  expected  —  the  35- 
year-old  Doran  has  been  a 
clarinettist,  sheep-shearer, 
founder  of  the  group  fnnere 
JClang.  and  director  of  Lon¬ 
donderry's  year-long  Impact 
festival,  as  well  as  being  in 
charge  of  the  1995  UK  Year  of 
Literature.  - 

When  he  landed  the  key  post 
in  Belfast  as  the  festival's  first 
native  Northern  Irish  incum¬ 
bent,  he  says  that  he  really  had 
no  preconceptions  at  all,  no 
sense  of  any  fixed  direction.  “1 
just  wanted  to  spend  lots  of 
time  consulting  and  debating 
with  local  arts  groups,  funding 
organisations  and  punters,  to 
create  a  picture  of  the  political 
will,  the  sense  of  ambition,  the 
nature  of  the  need  for  change.” 

For  change  there  had  to  be. 
The  Belfast  Festival  at  Queen'S 
University  had  begun  35  years 
ago  as  an  oasis  in  a'  cultural 
desert,  an  infusion  of  creativity 
into  a  troubled  time,  a  trou¬ 
bled  place.  In  the  past  five 
years  or  so  it  had  reached 
stasis,  a  victim  of  both  its  own 
success  and  of  the  upsurge  of 


Romanians  bearing  Greek  gifts:  the  National  Theatre  of  Craiova  will  visit  Belfast 


cultural  activity  year-round  in 
a  Province  vigorously  adjust¬ 
ing  to  a  fragile  peace. 

As  a  visual  emblem  of 
Belfast’s  optimism,  one  has 
only  to  look  at  its  skyline:  die 
renovated  Grand  Opera 
House,  the  burgeoning  har¬ 
bour  area,  the  new  Waterfront 
Hall.  As  well  as  exploiting 
these  sites.  Doran  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  “The  festival  could 
and  should  spread  its  wings 
outside  middie-daSs.  univer- 
sity-cenrred  south  Belfast  to  a 
wider  Belfast  ownership”. 
This  year  the  RSCs  Beckett 
Shorts  will  be  staged  at  the 
Tower  Street  Theatre  in  East 


Belfast,  and  both  the  old  gas 
works  in  the  .Klondyke  Build¬ 
ing  and  the  Ormeau  Baths 
GaQery  will  house  installa¬ 
tions  by  Ham  Peter  Kuhn  and 
Bill  Vida  in  an  innovatory 
programme  of  visual  arts. 

Doran’s  determination  to 
refocus  the  festival's  sense  of 
place  was  just  one  strand  in 
his  strategy  document  which 
was  immediately  endorsed  by 
the  University  Board.  On  the 
strength  of  his  plans  the 
festival  found  its  budget  dou¬ 
bled  to  more  than  El  million. 
Belfast  City  COundJ  trebled  its 
support,  and  Guinness  in¬ 
creased  its  sponsorship  to 


support  three  mini-festivals 
of  comedy,  folk  and  jazz. 

Then  came  a  £290 .000  wind¬ 
fall  from  the  National  Lottery 
through  the  Arts  Council  of 
Northern  Ireland.  Donnell 
Deeny,  its  head,  was  thrilled  to 
.  be  able  to  put  into  action  an 
Arts  Council  programme 
unique  to  Northern  Ireland: 
the  Pilot  Programme  for  the 
Production  of  New  Work.  This 
allows  lottery  money  to  be 
spent  in  the  creation  of  a  new 
work  which  will  constitute  a 
capital  asset 

Not  only  the  Meree  Cun¬ 
ningham  was  deemed  as  sudv 
but  also  the  UK  and  Ireland 


premiere  of  Robert  Wilson’s 
Gertrude  Stein  operetta. 
Saints  and  Singing:  and  tiro 
new  Northern  Ireland  produo- 
tions:  Rebellion  from  the 
Dock  Ward  Theatre .  Com¬ 
pany.  Shanakee’s  Not  a  Quiet  .- 

Night  In  and  Hunger  from  \ 
The  Production  Company. 
Other  international  visitors 
indude  the  Romanian  Nat¬ 
ional  Theatre  of  Craiova, 
which  performs  Phaedra. 

The  Northern  Ireland  pre¬ 
mieres  of  both  Mahler’s  Res¬ 
urrection  Symphony  and 
Britten's  War  Requiem  have 
iheir  own  resonances.  But 
Doran’S  greatest  music  coup  is 
the  world  premiere  double-act 
of  baritone  Matthias  Goeme 
and  pianist  Alfred  Brenddina 
Waterfront  Hall  programme 
of  Schubert’s  Winterreise  and 
B  flat  Piano  Sonata. 

Conscious  that  the  lies-  . 
dval  has  been  up  till  A 
now  very  much  per-  ^ 
formance-Ied,  Doran 
has  also  set  in  place  a  substan¬ 
tial  literature  programme, 
lively  with  “pairings"  such  as 
E.  Annie  Proubc  with  Dermot 
Healy  and  Roddy  Doyle  with 
Nick  Homty-  Opera  and  chil¬ 
dren's  festivities  are  areas  he  is 
impatient  to  expand  as  soon  as 
his  post  is  made  full-time: 

With  the  festival  already 
flooded  with  new  happenings, 
is  there  no  danger  that  it  may 
lose  focus?  “I'm  aware  that  its 
sheer  breadth  coud  be  a  weak¬ 
ness  as  well  as  a  strength.  But 
I’m  convinced  that  this  is  what 
is  proper  at  the  moment  I 
want  to  explore  more  and 
more  avenues  of  comm  unica¬ 
tion  thrwghout  our  communi¬ 
ties— even  those  which  at  first 
may  seem  totally  alien.  Hu¬ 
man  communication  defuses 
problems,  and  each  year  we  £ 
must  improve  on  ft."  ▼ 

•  The  Belfast  Festival  runs  from 
tomorrow  to  November  30.  Festi¬ 
val  office:  01232  6676S7  .  . 


Signs  of  a  long  trip  I  Searching  Schubert 


At  the  end  of  a  three-week  trek 
through  Europe,  the  Yomiuri 
Nippon  Symphony  Orchestra 
rounded  off  its  35th  anniversary  tour 
with  a  visit  to  the  Barbican.  It  would  be 
nice  to  report  that  the  disciplined 
ensemble  playing  meant  this  distin¬ 
guished  band  was  showing  no  sign  of 
fatigue,  but  the  way  in  which  it  almost 
sleepwalked  through  the  centrepiece  of 
tiie  concert.  Beethoven’s  Piano  Concer¬ 
to  No  3,  suggested  otherwise.  ‘ 

Coming  from  a  principal  conductor. 
Tadaaki  Otaka,  whose  performances 
are  seldom  dull,  this  account  of  the 
Beethoven  was  .surprisingly  staid. 
Something  less  cautious  would  have 
been  needed  to  fire  up  the  soloist  John 
Lfll.  whose  muscular,  old-fashioned 
playing  had  emotional  depth  but  also 
failed  to  evoke  all  the  tensions  and 
struggles  of  this  music. 

In  the  first  movement  the  orchestra 
was  so  soft-grained  that  the  piano 
sometimes  drowned  it  —  an  unusual 
state  of  affairs  —  but  by  the  Largo  even 
LIU  seared  to  be  in  a  trance  and  the 
music  very  nearly  stopped.  The  finale 
was  also  too  staid,  and  the  positive, 
major-key  shift  at  the  end  sounded 
much  less  startling  than  it  can. 

At  least  the  Tokyo-based  orchestra’s 
character  came  across  •  belter  in 


CONCERTS 


Takemitsu  and  Strauss.  Like  much  of 
Takemftsu’s  other  music.  Twill  by 
Twilight  sounds  like  a  nature-inspired 
tone  poem,  conjuring  up  perhaps  the 
spirituality  of  a.  Japanese  forest  And 
although  it  was  written  in  memory  of 
the  American  composer  Morton 
Feldman,  its  sound-world  is  never  that 
far  from  Debussy  and  Sibelius.  Otaka 
shaped  an  atmospheric  performance, 
founded  on  well-cushioned  string 
sound  and  colourful  wind  solos. 

Traditionalist  Straussians  would 
have  wanted  more  glow  from  the 
strings  in  Ein  Heldenleben.  Without  it, 
some  of  the  music  did  sound  blunt  and 
dark-toned,  but  in  the  end  that  turned 
out  to  be  no  bad .  thing:  Otaka’s 
unheroic  tempos  meant  that  the  mon¬ 
strous  egotism  of  the  work  was  diluted. 
In  its  place  we  got  a  gloomier  but  no 
less  coherent  portrait  of  the  composer. 

John  Allison 


Those  who  have  heard  the  Dutch 
bass  Robert  HolTS  Winterreise 
know  that  a  strong  stomach  and 
a  stronger  spirit  is  needed  for  the 
experience.  But  little  could  have1  pre¬ 
pared  Sunday’s  audience  for  the  in  ten-, 
sity  of  Roll's  latest  Winter  Journey, 
which  was  the  bleak  apotheosis  to 
Roger  Vignoles’s  revelatory  Schubert 
week  on  foe  South  Bank.  ••  .  . 

Vignoles  himself  was  the  accompa¬ 
nist.  He  had  spent  foe  afternoon - 
tracking  Schubert’s  Wandererin  songs 
and  instrumental  works  focusing  on 
the  archetypal  Romantic  figure,  and 
foe  evening's  late  song  cyde  was  the 
natural  continuation  of  the  trafl.  The 
darkness  of  Kofi's  bass  register,  reso¬ 
nating  through  the  insistent  repeated 
notes  and  in  turning  phrases  delineated 
so  starkly  in  VJgnolesS  piano  playing, 
made  this  indeed  a  “road  by  which  no 
one  has  ever  returned”. 

Seldom  has  the  heavy  footfall  of  foe 
piano  writing  in  Der  Wegweiser  (The 
Signpost)  pointed  back  so  painfully  to 
the  tread  of  foe  cycle’s  opening  song. 
Here  was  foe  thud  of  realisation  that 
this  wanderer  had  got  precisely  no¬ 
where:  the  numb  stasis,  the  endless 
drding  of  his  existential  journey 
.  became  stunningly  apparent. 

There  were  many  such  insights  to  be 


glimpsed.  Some  of  them  came  from  foe 
artistry  with  which  Holi  exploited  his 
deep  bass  register,  particularly  where 
it  was  cunningly  stretched  upwards  by 
Schubert  to  ache  painfully  through  a 
word  such  as  elend  (wretched)  or  wein 
(cry).  And  many  came  from  the  piano's^ 
subtext  as  Vignoles  would  discover  the^ 
echo  of  a  dog’s  howling  in  the  inner 
voice  of  tiie  accompaniment,  or  would 
all  but  graze  Hell's  own  voice  as  tiie 
piano  rhythm  bruised  the  vocal  line. 

Holl  gives  eveiy  atom  of  his  being  to 
a  Schu6ert  cycle.  Even  the  very  tost 
word  —  here,  Fremd.  meaning  a 
stranger,  or  one  in  exile  —  was  flung 
out  of  his  inmost  bring  as  if  in  panted 
anger.  And  this  anger  drew  attention, 
too,  to  the  number  of  rhetorical 
questions  in  this  song  cycle.  After  a 
series  of  them,  ever  more  desperate, 
Holl  slowed  down  to  make  Der  greise 
Kopf  (The  hoary  head)  a  remarkable 
central  image  of  the  cycle  as  a  whole  in 
what  will  be  one  of  the  year’s  most 
unforgettable  performances. 

Hilary  Finch  j 
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MAHB.YN  K1NGWILL 


and  Bard 
in  the  silly 


season 


i 


c  is  quite  an  achievement  to 
make  the  Reduced  Shake* 
speare  Company,  which 
specialises  in  being  very  silly 
about  the  Bard,  look  like  a  conclave 
of  OMs  or  the  high  table  at  All 
Souls,  or  a  conclave  of  OMs  on  the 
high  table  ai  All  Souls:  but  this 
curious  import  from  Sydney  has 
brought  it  off.  They  tell  me  that  77ie 
Popular  Mechanicals  became  a 
cult  Down  Under.  Well,  maybe. 
Think  of  Barry  Humphries*  Sir 
Les  Patterson  at  the  age  of  12  or  so. 
and  you  have  the  piece*  natural 
audience. 

Let  me  not  be  unkind.  Silliness 
can  be  sweet,  and  sometimes  is  so 
here.  Moreover,  why  should  Tom 
Stoppard  have  sole  rights  to  plays 
about  the  offstage  life  of  Shake¬ 
spearean  characters?  It  might  be 
fun  to  trade  the  witches  in  Macbeth 
as  they  gad  about  Scotland  killing 
swine  and  avenging  themselves  on 
rump-fed  ronyons.  A  day  in  the  life 
of  the  Mantuan  apothecary  would 
be  an  interesting  challenge  for  a 
socially  conscious  dramatist  There 
is  no  reason  why  (to  quote  the 
billing  in  the  programme)  Keith 
Robinson.  William  Shakespeare 
and  Tony  Taylor  should  not  collab¬ 
orate  on  a  piece  about  the  rude 
mechanicals  as  they  prepare  to  put 
on  Pyramus  and  Thisbe. 

flute.  Bottom  et  al  assemble  in  a 
curious  mix  of  ruffs,  pyjama  tops 
and  timeless  whatnots.  They  sing  a 
mildly  insulting  song  about  theatre 
audiences  and  launch  into  bits  of 
cod  Bard.  The  level  of  humour  is 
initially  signalled  by  “this  apart¬ 
ment  hath  a  pleasant  seat”  “I  fell  in  ' 
love  with  the  willow  cabin  at  the 
gate”.  ‘It-  then  proceeds  to  decline. 
There  are  feeble  jokes  involving  the 
ambiguity  of  the  word  “without" 
and  vaguely  scatological  ones 


about  Bottom's  name:  an  incom¬ 
prehensible  •  play-within-a-play 
which  ends  with  Keith  Robinson's 
Quince  farting  a  lou  and  a  defiantly, 
unfunny  comedy  turn  involving 
Snout  and  Snug. 

We  learn  little  or  nothing  about, 
the  private  lives  of  these  Athenian 
toilers.  Only  when,  authentic 
snatches  of  A  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream  Intrude,  and  Simon  Wal¬ 
ter*  Bottom  is  able  to  swagger  and. 
boast  as  the  Bard  wanted,  do  weget 
any  sense  of  their  individuality: 

Myself.  I  chuckled  three 
times:  once,  when 
someone  asks  why 
they  have  to  rehearse 
in  a  wood  instead  of  “in  the  local 
hall  where  there*  a  tea-urn";  again 
when  the- appearance  of  the  ass 
Bottom  is  greeted  with  a  gasp  of. 
four-letter horranyei  again,  when 
Cal  McCrystal*  Thisbe  praises  the 
dead  Pyramus  for  having  eyes  as 
green  as  leeks;  _ 

But  the  last  -line  comes  from 
Shakespeare  himself,  as  of  course 
does  the  Pyramus  play  itself.  As 
staged  lay  Geoffrey  Rush,  this 
comes  with  a Thisbe  so  nervous  she 
throws  up  and  slides  about  in  her 
vomit,  and  a  Wall  whose  “chink” 
and  “hole”  is  not  between  his 
fingers  but  between  his  legs.  Sir  Les 
would  have  loved  it,  but  rally  when 
he  was  veiy  small,  very  drunk  oir 
both. 

-  Benedict 

Nightingale 


Three  laughs  a  minute:  the  Australian  company  responsible  for  The  Popular  Mechanicals  drag  Shakespeare  resolutely  downmarket  as  they  put  on  Pyramus  and  Thisbe 


James  Barrie*  once  famous 
play  now  belongs  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  theatre*  a  trie,  along  with 
the  dozens  of  others  Thar  rep 
theatres  regularly  did,  and  that 
now  not  even  Radio  4  thinks  of 
giving  airtime  to.  Radio  is  probably 
die  only  medium  where  die  play* 
thin  characterisation  and  pervad¬ 
ing  banniness  could  find,  in  the 
listener's  imagination,  some  blood 
to  keep  it  going. 

In  the  theatre  it  looks  decidedly 
anaemic,  particularly  when  given 
in  matinee  performances  that  can- 
riot  use  die  full  depth  of  the  stage. 
The  stage  is  never  very  deep 
anyway  at  this  brave  and  currently 
embattled  venue,  truly  fighting  for 
its  very  future  against  me  threat- 


Feeling  good  and  barmy 


ened  withdrawal  of  its  core 
funding. 

At  the  same  time,  in  a  perverse 
sort  of  way,  catching  up  with  this 
weird  old  piece  of  feel-good  theatre 
gives  some  satisfaction,  and 
because  Barrie  was  vampire-like  in 
his  knowledge  of  where  to  find  the 
emotional  artery,  bless  me  if  the 
scene  between  the  father  and  his 
might-have-been  daughter  did  not 
exercise  the  tear-ducts  for  a  while. 

Eight  people  have  been  staying 
in  die  country  with  Lob.  an  odd 
creature  whose  sinister  smiles 


Vf 


Dear  Bratus 


would  send  anyone  who  wasn't  in  a 
play  by  Barrie  back  to  town  by  the 
first  available  vehicle.  In  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  opening  scene  we  soon  guess 
that  he  is  Puck  grown  old,  because 
one  of  the  guests  helpfully  tells  us 
that  this  is  exactly  what  he  looks 
like,  and  perhaps  this  is  how  Ken 
Party  is  playing  him.  like  Humpfy 
Dumpty  with  lots  of  teeth. 


In  the  second  act  almost  everyone 
goes  into  a  magic  wood  —  it  is 
midsummer  night  —  where  they 
enjoy  a  second  chance  at  life, 
discovering  how  they  would  have 
fared  if  other  choices  had  been 
made.  The  restless  young  man 
unhappily  married  to  A  and  declar¬ 
ing  his  love  for  B  now  finds  that  he 
is  married  to  B  and  in  love  with  A. 
And  so  forth.  This  is  where  Mark 
Eden*  unsuccessful  painter  spends 
a  blissful  hour  with  the  teenage 
daughter  he  never  had.  a  scene 
milked  by  Barrie  for  every  drop  of 


pathos  yet  honestly  played  by  Eden 
and  the  fresh  and  delightful  Nicola 
Ball. 

The  cast,  and  the  women  in 
particular,  invest  their  roles  asAB 
and  the  others  with  credirable 
conviction,  but  I  see  that  Stephanie 
Sinclair  Crawford  has  adapted  the 
play  as  well  as  directing  it.  Since 
tile  three  acts  are  over  in  one  hour 
40  minutes,  chunks  of  the  play- 
must  have  been  tom  out  possibly 
for  very  good  reason  {ie,  unspeak¬ 
able  in  1997).  but  this  has  made 
some  scenes  fearfully  cursory.  Ev¬ 
eryone  wastes  no  time  in  leaping  to 
the  point,  but  the  points  they  land 
on  are  very  small. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


a  match  made  in  hell 


•>  -lii  - 

John  B.  Keane's  “Passion¬ 
ate  Irish  Tale”  'as-  the 
programme  puts  -  it 
makes  me  aware  that  ope  can 
respect  the  staging  of  a  play,  as 
well  as  admire  the  quality  of 
its  actors  and  notice  good 
features  of  the  writing,  yet  take 
a  real  dislike  to  it  alL 
Written  in  1959  and  revised 
for  Dublin*  Abbey  Theatre 
revival  in  1985,  Keane  tells  of  a 
schoolgirl.  Sive,  illegitimate 
and  orphaned,  brought  up  in 
rural  Ireland  by  her  uncle  and 
aunt  A  rich  fanner  wants  to 
many  her,  offers  the  aunt 
E2Q0  (with  a  further  £100  to  the 
matchmaker),  and  the  child  is 
prepared  for  marriage  to  this 
heavy,  puffing,  mean,  grubby- 
minded  70-year-old.  The  scene 
is  set  for  a  desperate  barefoot 
flight  across  the  bog. 

Keane*  eaily  plays  are  said 
to  catch  Old  Ireland  on  the 
cusp  of  turning  into  Prosper¬ 
ous  Ireland,  where  new  no¬ 
tions  of  personal  liberty 
replace  peasant  obedience  to 
tradition.  Ben  Barnes  says  as 
much  in  a  programme  note, 
and  it  is  Barnes  who  began  the 
revival  and  re-evaluation  of 
Keane*  work,  and  who  directs 


MAHUVN  WMGW1LL 


this  production,  transferring 
to  London*  Tricyde  -next 
month. 

I  do  not  agree  that  the  play 
catches  this.  It  is  true' that  one 
of  the  pair  of  travelling  tinkers 
—  the  only  decent  adults  in  the 
play  —  foretells  a  future  when 
the  owners  of  farming  acres 
will  rule  the  land,  but  this  little 
speech,  which  might  even  be  a 
denunciation.  ,  has  the  feel  of 
being  tacked  an.  Young  Sive* 
refusal  to  fearthepuca  (ghost) 
on  the  dark  road  hardly 
convinces  as  a  sign  of  mental 
emancipation.  -  - 

The  cusp,  so  it.  seems  to 
me,  is  one  that  has  -been 
crossed  by  the  audience, 
possibly  even  die  audiences 
back  in  1959,  who  could  no 
longer  accept  the  propriety 
(assuming  they,  once  did)  of 
mating  17  and  70  in  exchange 
for  cash.  A  sense  that  the  play 
is  pandering  to  this  outrage  is 
what  fuels  my  dislike  for  it. 
Keane  manipulates  us.  He 


excludes  alternative  courses  of. 
action  by  artificially  isolating 
Sive  (Catherine  Walker)  and 
her  family  from  a  community 
often  referred  to  but  playing 
no  part  Schoolfriends.  nuns, 
priest,,  neighbours — we  never 
hear  their  observations  on  the 
mismatch.  Apart  -from  the 
tinkers  we  have  only  the 
sinister  matchmaker  (Simon 
O ’Gorman),  whose  percep¬ 
tions  on  love  are  a  brief 
bright  moment,  but  who 
limps,  and  thus  is  dearly 
devilish, 

Marion  O’Dwyer*  Mena, 
the  aunt,  stamping  her  way 
between  oven,  milk  chum  and 
potato  sack,  is  a  strong  perfor¬ 
mance  of  venom,  frustration 
and  greed,  though  -the  back¬ 
ground  to  die  first  two  of  these 
qualities  is  never  dear. 
Barnes*,  direction  is  brimfull 
of  die  telling  details  of  rural 
living,  and  is  fascinating  in 
this  respect,  recording  a  land 
now  departing  into  memory; 
but:  the  evening  left  me  an¬ 
gered  by  the  play  rather 
than  by  the  behaviour  at¬ 
tacked  %  iL 


JEREMY  Kingston  Catherine  Walker  (Sive)  and  Marion  O’Dwyer  (Mena) 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDS:  A  Messiah  worth  waiting  for 


CHORAL 


“V. 


Hilary  Finch 


■  HANDEL 
Messiah 

Gabrieli  Consort/McCreesh 
Archiv  453  464-2  -kirk  £29.99 
WHO  needs  another  Messi¬ 
ah ?  Well,  we  all  do  if  it* 
anything  like  this  thrilling 
new  recording  from  Paul 
McCreesh  and  his  Gabrieli. 
Consort  and  Players.  Victori¬ 
an  sentimentality,  period-in¬ 
strument  preciosity  and  late 
20th-century  super-cool  are  all 
stripped  away  with  a  charac¬ 
teristic  blowtorch  of  imagina¬ 
tion  and  daring. 

McCreesh*  dynamic  rela¬ 
tionship  of  recitatives  to  arias 
and  the  sheer  energy  of  verbal 
inflection  and  enunriarion  are, 
at  last  and  uniquely,  in  the 
spirit  of  that  early  ISth-centuiy 
evangelical  tradition  of  Han¬ 
del’s  “librettist ",  the  theologi¬ 
cally  passionate  Charles 
Jennens.  And  the  meticulous 
articulation  of  the  instrumen¬ 
tal  playing  fuses  with  the 
bright  rhythmic  definition  of 
the  chorus  to  give  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  deep  shadows  and 


of  often  blinding  light. 

Even  the  more  daring  ex¬ 
tremes  of  ornamentation  and 
tempo  convince.  The  tenor 
Diaries  Daniels  caresses  his 
Comfort  ye.  only  to  tear  away 
to  exalt  every  Valley  in  sighL 
Bass  Neal  Davies  shakes  the 
Heav*ns  and  the  Earth  with  a 
vocal  quake  of  at  least  ten  on 
the  Richter  scale:  and  soprano 
Susan  Gritton’s  refiner’s  fire, 
kindled  by  the  strings,  posi¬ 
tively  scalds.  There  are  sudden 
moments,  too.  of  isolation  in 
space  and  rime:  chasms  of 
rebuke  and  rejection  all  the 
more  awe-ful  in  the  context  of 
this  fiery  and  fearless  produc¬ 
tion. 


paints  in  skilfully  the  small 
town  life  centred  on  church, 
pub  and  Christmas  carols 
which  blocks  Werther*  ro¬ 
mantic  dreams.  Highly  re¬ 
commended. 


ORCHESTRAL 


OPERA 


John  Higgins 


Big  Sur 
rendered 


ANYONE  unaware  of  saxo¬ 
phonist  Charles  Lloyd*  ex: 
tended  1970s  sojourn  at  Big 
Sur.  where  he  would  play  his 
flme  in  the  woods,  watch  the 
waves  and  meditate,  might 

haveguffiMJaiitcouraq-of 

dues  both  sartorial  —  he  took 
the  stage  in  loose-fitting  black 
clothes  and  Nehru  cap  - and 
musical:  his  1S  one  of  the  most 
contemplative, 

or  sounds  since  John  Coltrane. 

He  is  also  entirely  sitent  on  the 

stand  -  no  band-member 
infroducrions  no  assu’T^ 
that  he  is  delighted  to  be  in 
London  -.letting  his  music 

SPSu^°seriousness  bordering 
on  asceticism,  su  A  concentra- 
tion  on  the  essentials  of  mt isifr 

making,  render 
Hann-al  for  Yas ^current  rword 
'  company.  ECM.and  thdqual 
irv  otihe  five  albums  he  has 
“Lie  for  the  label  sm«ly* 

much-vaunted  cometack 
the  late  1980s  suggK»dialhe 

has  found  a  _ 

tic  emironment  m i  the ;oranpa 
*S*RaW»w  Studio  m  Oslo. 


The  crucial  element  in  his 
current  Indian  summer,  how¬ 
ever,  is  —  appropriately 
enough  for  a  man  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  furthering  the  careers  of 
Keith  Jarrett  and  Michel 
Petrucriani  —  the  Swedish 
pianist  Bobo  Stenson. 

It  would  be  an  oversimplifi¬ 
cation  to  dub  the  lyrical, 
elegant  Stenson  the  McCoy 
Tyner  to  Lloyd*  Coltrane.  but 
there  were  moments  during 
the  more  rhapsodic  pieces 
played  by  Lloyd*  quartet 
when  Tyner,  waiting  back¬ 
stage  to  perform  his  half  of  the 
concert,  might  have  been  for¬ 
given  a  frisson  of  nostalgia. 
The  earnest  questing  tenor 
tone  and  the  almost  telepathic 
interplay  with  the  rhythm 
section  (bassist  Jeff  Littleton 
and  drummer  Bifly  Hart)  did 
bring  rite  classic  Coltrane 
quartet  m  mind,  as  did  Lloyd’s 
employment  of  an  Eastern 
dement  —  a  Tibetan  oboe  — 
for  the  band*  dosing  piece. 

As  he  often  pants  out. 
however,  many  of  Lloyd’s  first 
musical  experiences  were  with 
the  blues  bands  of  such  figures 
as  Howlin’  Wolf,  B-  B:  King 
and  Bobby  Bland,  so  it  was  no 
surprise  to  find  his  quarter 
quietly  exploring  the  12-bar 
form,  fronted  initially  by 
Lloyd*  warbling  tenor,  and 
subsequently  by  hi s  surpris¬ 
ingly  breathy  flute.  Even  in 
blues  mode,  though,  instead  of 

fgmming  to  his  Memphis 
roots,  Lloyd  stayed  firmly  - 
and  triumphantly  -•  on  the 
beach  ai  Big  Sur.  ... 

CH£is  Parker 


Vested 

interest 


THE  fates  have  not  been  kind 
to  Echobelly.  In  1994.  reviews 
of  their  debut  album  bracket¬ 
ed  them  with  those  other 
promising  debutants.  Oasis. 
But  since  their  second  record, 
a  year  later,  there  have  bfcem 
expensive  court  cases,  a 
change  of  record  corapany 
and  apparently  acrimonious 
splits.  It  is  only  this  week  that 
they  have  broken  their  silence 
with  the  release  of  Lustra . 

It  is  perhaps  not  surprising 
that  the  accompanying  tour 
has-  an  air  of  determined 
defiance  about  It  As  the  show 
begins,  an  ominous  throbbing 
issues  from  the  darkened 
stage.  Then,  aspierdng  shafts 
of  tight  rake  across  the  audi¬ 
ence;  the  band  emerge  like 
aliens  in  Close  Encounters  of 
the  Third  Kind,  visitors  from 
the  planet  Britpop.  Standing 
in  the  centre,  dressed  ready 
for  battle  in  white  vest  and 
combat  trousers,  is  singer 
Sonya  .Aurora  Madan. 

. :  Resembling  a  dark-skinned 
cross  between  Lulu  and  Au¬ 
drey  Hepburn,  Madan  is  the 
focus  of  everyone’s  attention, 
.the  recipient  of  entjfless  decla¬ 


rations  of  love  from  her  fens. 
The  rest  of  the  band  fade 
anonymously  in  to  the  back¬ 
ground,  apart,  that  is,  from 
Madan*  co-writer,  guitarist 
Glenn  Johansson,  who,  bent 
almost  double,  sets  the  pace 
and  decorates  the  tunes. 

In  keeping  with  the  defiant 
spiriL  the  bulk  of  the  set  is 
taken  from  the  new  aibum. 
The  unfamiliarity  of  the  tunes 
does  Echobelly  no  favours, 
especially  when  —  as  with 
Bulldog  Baby  —  _  Madan* 
voice  struggles  against  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  noise.  And  it  is 
noticeable  that  the  recent 
songs  lack  the  bounce  and 
bite  of  tbe  (rider  ones. 

There  are  exceptions,  of 
course,  rm  No  Saint  is  a  fine 
anthem,  and  Bleed,  per¬ 
formed  by  Madan  and 
Johansson  alone,  evokes  an 
elegant  sense  of  pained  regret 
But  the  two  singles  The 
World  Is  Flat  and  Here 
Comes  The  Big  Rush  seem 
pallid  when  played  against 
the  wonderful  Insomniac 
from  1994.  Madan*  voice 
squeaks  and  swoops  through 
the  chorus,  recapturing  a 
sense  of  exhilaration  and 
playfulness  that  seems  to  have 
been  lost 

What  has  not  been  mislaid, 
however,  is  Madan*  charis¬ 
matic  presence.  She  may  say 
little  and  move  less,  but  as  she 
points  and  gestures  in  mode 
mime,  as  her  1  arms  carve 
patterns  in  the  air  and  as  light 
catches  the  glitter  on  her  face, 
K  is  hard  to  look  away. 

John  Street 
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FIDELITY  REWARDED  is 
one  of  Haydn*  best  comic 
operas.  Hie  goddess  Diana 
demands  the  annual  sacrifice 
or  a  pair  of  faithful  lovers  to 
the  local  monster,  so  the 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses 
must  ensure  that  no  one 
suspects  them  of  fidelity.  The 
seeds  of  Offenbach,  of 
Gilbert!  an  topsy-turvydom, 
were  there  in  the  ISth  century. 

Jamie  Hayes’s  production 
For  the  GSMP  does  the  piece 
no  great  harm  by  setting  the 
action  amid  the  Edwardian 
hunting  set  many  of  the  jokes 
may  arise  from  anachro¬ 
nisms,  but  so  they  doubtless 
did  ai  Esterhaza  in  17S1.  and 
since  Haydn  was  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  purveying  county- 
house  opera,  there  is  no  point 
in  getting  stuffy  about  purity 
of  comic  style.  But  his  strait¬ 
laced  sporting  Bishop  could 
not  quite  match  the  entranc¬ 
ing  !y  corrupt  High  Priest  of 
the  original,  crisply  and  jxrint- 
edly  though  the  baritone 
Mark  Stone  sang  the  role. 

And  since  he  tended  to  write 


instru mentally  rather  than  vo¬ 
cally  for  his  soloists.  Haydn 
isn't  easy  to  sing  —  or  play,  for 
that  matter.  The  simpler 
music  looks  on  the  page,  the 
trickier  ir  is  to  articulate,  and 
Clive  Timms*  account  of  the 
score  was  notable  for  spirit 
rarherthan  finesse,  though  the 
spirit  in  the  two  near-Mozan- 
ian  finales  was  truly  infec¬ 
tious.  And  the  bewilderingly 
international  cast  made  a 
good  fist  of  the  singing  while 
projecting  Timms*  new  Eng¬ 
lish  version  in  purest 
translaiorese  with  appropri¬ 
ate.  if  rash,  fidelity. 

The  Malaysian  tenor  David 
Quah  fielded  sweet  tone  and 
admirable  security  as  the  most 
faithful  of  the  shepherds,  and 
the  Australian  Natalie  Chris¬ 
tie  was  equally  secure  and 
showed  an  innate  sense  of 
comedy  as  the  scaitiest  shep¬ 
herdess.  Finnur  Bjamason. 
from  Iceland,  was  tire  amo¬ 
rous  Count  Ferrucdietto.  a 
good  light  baritone  but  not 
altogether  sure  where  he  was. 
and  Gillian  McDwraith  brave¬ 
ly  fought  laryngitis  as  the 
aouble-monikerea  heroine, 
giving  great  promise  not  least 
with  her  elegant  presence. 
Catherine  Hegarty  prom  Co 
Clare)  sounded  like  a 
SiegUnde  in  embryo  in  Di¬ 
ana*  few  lines,  while  Caroline 
Childe  (Amaranta)  and  the 
Catalan  Salvador  Parron  i 
Conus  (Lindoro)  worked  hard 
at  roles  still  a  bit  beyond  them. 

All  in  all,  good,  undemand¬ 
ing  fun. 

Rqdney  Milnes 


■  MASSENET 
Werther 

Von  Otter /Upshaw/ Had  ley/ 
Lyons  Opera  Orch/Nagano 
Erato  0630  17790-2  I two  CDs) 
kkk  £29.99 

MASSENETS  melancholy 
poet  is  no  longer  much  in 
fashion;  it  is  coming  up  for  21) 
years  since  the  last  complete 
recording.  Bur  Werther  re¬ 
mains  tailor-made  for  the 
tenor  Jerry  Hadley,  who  has 
rarely,  if  ever,  given  a  more 
impressive  performance  on 
disc. 

The  plangent  upper  register 
glides  around  Werther*  con¬ 
templation  of  quiet  domestic¬ 
ity  as  Charlotte  looks  after  her 
siblings,  and  the  voice  is  all 
honey  in  the  moonlit  love 
music  which  follows.  In  Act  I II 
Hadley  pulls  out  every  stop, 
plus  a  few  verses  from  Ossian, 
as  Charlotte  has  to  show  him 
the  door.  This  is  singing  to  put 
alongside  Alfredo  Kraus,  the 
greatest  Werther  of  our  time 
and  still  available  on  EMI. 

Anne  Sofie  von  Otter  is  in  no 
way  outclassed  as  a  neurotic 
Charlotte,  much  more  at  ease 
looking  after  the  family  than 
in  coping  with  itinerant  poets. 
Dawn  Upshaw  is  luxury  cast¬ 
ing  as  little  sister  Sophie, 
determinedly  merry  and 
bright  whatever  the  emotional 
storms  blowing  in  the  virinity. 
Kent  Nagano  conjures  up  the 
latter  with  fine  fury  but  also 


Barry  Millington 

■  ZEMLINSKY 
Symphony  in  D  Minor. 
Waldgcspracb. 
Frahlmgsbcgrabnis. 
Maiblumen  blnhten  uberall 
Mathis/Hermann/North 
German  RSO/ Beaumont 
Capricdo  10  740  kk  £14.49 
TEACHER  and  brother-in- 
law  of  Schoenberg  though  he 
was,  Alexander  Zemlinsky 
never  abandoned  the  volup¬ 
tuous  tonal  style  they  shared 
at  the  tom  of  the  century.  That 
style  is  back  in  favour  today, 
and  gradually  Zemlinsky* 
works  are  getting  the  recogni¬ 
tion  they  deserve. 

The  Symphony  in  D  Minor 
is  a  student  work,  but  a  very 
accomplished  one.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  Brahms  is  never  far 
away,  though  Bruckner  and 
Mahler  also  come  to  mind  in 
the  solemn  Adagio,  while  the 
Scherzo  is  an  engagingly  ex¬ 
trovert  romp.  Occasional 
touches  of  gaucherie  —  possi¬ 
bly  exacerbated  by  a  perfor¬ 
mance  more  notable  for  its 
vigour  than  its  refinement  — 
are  amply  compensated  by  the 
freshness  of  invention. 

The  conductor,  Antony 
Beaumont,  has  edited  both  the 
Symphony  (the  last  movement 
was  lost  until  recently)  and  tile 
orchestral  arrangement  of 
Maiblumen  bluhren  uberall. 
The  latter  is  a  setting  for  string 
sextet  of  a  poem  by  Richard 
Dehrael  —  rather  like  Schoen¬ 
berg*  Verkldrte  Nacht.  in 
fact,  to  which  ir  bears  a 
flattering  resemblance. 

★  Worth  hearing 
kk  Worth  considering 
kkk  Worth  having 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345  023498 
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38  BOOKS 


From  vice 
to  viceroys: 
Jan  Morris 
relishes  an 
unbiased 
history  of  the 
British  in  India 


This  is  a  wonderful 
book  about  the  Brit- 
Kh  presence  in  India, 
first  to  last  My  guess 
is  that  like  the  same  author's 
Rise  and  Fall  of  the  British 
Empire  —just  as  good  — it  will 
remain  unsuipassed  in  our 
generation  as  a  scholarly  sur¬ 
vey  for  the  educated  general 
reader. 

One  can  make  such  claims 
now,  because  50  years  after  the 
withdrawal  from  India,  which 
was  in  essence  the  end  of  the 
Empire  itself,  the  feds  are 
dear,  the  emotions  have 
waned  and  mature  judgments 
can  be  reached.  In  the  past  few 
years  we  have  had  several 
definitive  accounts  of  particu¬ 
lar  imperial  aspects  or  activ¬ 
ists:  James  has  chosen  to  go  for 
the  big  picture,  die  grand 
sweep,  and  Raj  is  a  superb 
example  of  modem  narrative 
history  at  its  bravest. 

Brave,  because  it  shirks  no 
issue,  pulls  no  punches  and  is 
not  frightened  by  statistics, 
those  fearful  instruments  of 
ennui.  To  call  it  popular 
history  would  demean  it.  for  it 
is  supported  by  full  academic 
equipment,  and  has  entailed 
much  original  research,  espe¬ 
cially  in  recently  released  offi- 
dal  documents:  but  it  is  ridi 
too  in  asides  and  allusions  and 
has  all  the  hallmarks  of  wide 
and  liberal  reading  —  I  noted 
literary  references  from  field¬ 
ing  to  Larkin,  Surtees  to 
Gogol,  Alice  in  Wonderland 
to  Toad  of  Toad  Hall. 

T  will  gave  away  its  ending. 
For  better  or  for  worse,  James 
says,  the  British  Raj  shaped 
the  Indian  sub-continent  as  it 
is  today —"and  on  the  whole  I 
think  it  was  for  the  better". 
The  whole  long  book  leads  up 
to  that  conclusion,  but  not 
without  innumerable  doubts, 
backslidings  and  contradic¬ 
tions.  It  is  a  terrific  story  that  it 
tells,  by  any  standards,  but  is 
liable  to  bring  out  the  worst  in 
its  readers  —  for  who  can  fail 
to  cherish  some  sneaking  sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  miscellaneous 
rascals,  opportunists  and  ad¬ 
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\  After  all,  they 
told  vou  so 
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High  days  of  the  Raj:  a  painting  by  Captain  E.  R.  Penrose  from  The  Graphic  shows  a  Bombay  Staff  Corps  officer  relaxing  at  home,  1888 


venturers  who  went  out  to 
India  not  for  any  improving 
purposes,  but  for  the  cash  and 
the  fun  of  it? 

James  is  by  no  means 
dismissive  of  them  either,  and 
tiie  happiest  part  of  his  book  is 
really  the  first,  describing  the 
amoral  series  of  enterprises  by 
which  tiie  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  established  British  su¬ 
premacy.  Actually  these  were, 
it  seems,  largely  French  both 
in  system  and  in  style  —  it  was 
Dupleix  who  first  aimed  at 
political  domination  through 
financial  exploitation,  and 
who  originally  leamt  to  make 
the  most  of  Indian  collabora¬ 
tors.  It  is  hard  to  argue  a  case 
for  the  avaricious  fighting 
nabobs,  but  as  figures  of 
historical  curiosity  they  are  a 
delight  to  read  about  —  pri¬ 
vate-enterprise  imperialists. 
James  calls  them,  and  they 
have  some  of  the  undeniable 
allure  of  the  buccaneers. 

This  is  not,  though,  what  the 
British  Raj  was  really  about 
The  Raj  began  when  the 
Company  left,  having  devel¬ 


oped  into  a  kind  of  enormous 
quango  —  and  mid-Victorian 
England  brought  its  evangeli¬ 
cal  values  to  the  government  of 
the  infinitely  varied  multitude 
of  different  races,  religions, 
regimes  and  intentions  that 
was  19th-century  India.  Once 
the  Indian  Mutiny  was  over, 
and  tiie  awful  retributions  that 
followed  it  the  naruje  of  the 
Empire  in  India  was  finally 
settled,  and  was  to  remain  in 
fundamentals  unchanged  to 
the  end.  James  calls  ft  a 
“system  whose  ends  were  vir¬ 
tuous  but  beset  fay  vices”,  but 
sums  it  up  as  “fundamentally 
good-natured". 


He  assesses  the  vir¬ 
tues  and  the  vices 
with  an  absolute 
lack  of  bias.  There 
is  no  trace  of  the  politically 
correct  to  this  book.  The 
arrogance,  tiie  condescension, 
the  racism,  ostentation,  tiie 
unremitting  dogmatism  (even 
in  1846  tiie  major  Christian 
missionary  societies  had  a 
budget  of  £425,000)  —  all  are 
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deplored  indeed,  with  horrid 
examples,  but  properly  set 
against  their  background. 
Even  Dyer  of  Amritsar  is  not 
condemned  out  of  hand,  and 
when  in  1946  soldiers  under 
British  command  perpetrated 
another,  smaller  massacre, 
James  allows  that  it  saved 
many  innocent  lives.  Mount- 
batten  gets  little  sympathy 
from  this  remembrance — “he 
had  reverted  to  that  combina¬ 
tion  of  dissembling  and  coer¬ 
cion  which  had  prevailed  in 
the  time  of  CUve";  on  the  other 
hand.  Waved)  is  rehabilitated 
as  "probably  India’s  most 
underestimated  Vfcerdy'V- 
Certainly  what  '  emerges 
most  forcibly  from  tiie  tale  is 


tiie  simply  appalling  mess 
from  which  tiie  last  few  Vice¬ 
roys  tried  to  extricate  the  Raj. 
Iris  hard  to  imagine  a  more 
terrible  fief  than  India  in  the 
1940s.  The  Japanese  were  at 
the  gates,  the  Germans  might 
well  be  sweeping  in  from  tiie 
West.  Muslims  and  Hindus 
were  already  at  each  others’ 
throats,  Gandhi  had  instigat¬ 
ed  his  Quit  India  movement, 
there  were  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  political  prison¬ 
ers,  fearful  famine  ravaged 
Bengal  nationalist  agitators  of 
many  kinds  were  active  all 
over  the  place,  the  Indian 
Navy  mutinied,  imperial  (ves¬ 
tige  was  fatally  damaged  by 
tiie  surrender  of  Singapore, 
the  Indian  Civil  Service  was 
losing  morale,  the  British  sol¬ 
diers  in  India  only  wanted  to 
go  home,  poor  Wavell  himself 
thought  tiie  task  beyond  him 
and  Mountbatten  brazened  it 
out  with  methods  so  devioBS‘ 
that,  as  Field-Marshal  Lord 
Tempter  said,  if  he  swallowed 
a  rail  he  would  shit  a 
horseshoe. 


It  all-  ended,  of  eourse,';in 
tragedy  leavened  with  tri¬ 
umph.  Hundreds  of  thou-: 
sands  of  Indians  and 
Pakistanis  lost  their  lives  in 
tiie  partition,  of  India,  but 
miraculously  history  was  to 
save  much  of  what  the  later 
imperialists  liked  to  see  as  the 
purposes  of  the  Raj  —  stan¬ 
dards  of  government,  codes  erf 
law,  economic  systems,  ideas, 
of  fairness  and. tolerance.'  It  is 
all  too  easy.  to.  sentimentalise 
the  heritage  of  tiie  British  in 
India,  which  as  recent  events 
have,  shown  generally  means 
more  to  tiie  British  than  to  the 
Indians,  but  Lawrence  James 
never  does  that  HrteUs  tire 
story  straight,  and  he  hopes 
(so  he  says  at  tiie  end)  that  it 
will  “make  both  Britons  and 
Indians  look  again  at  their 
.  common  'past  without  shame 
or  recrimination*.  It  is  a  noble 
.  mfientiotL  hoMy  executed. 

Jan  Monets' latest  book 
fifty  Years  ijf  Europe:  An 
Album  is  published  by  - 
Viking,  priced  £20. 


ONCE  upon  a  time  people 
used  to  lure  garnishing  their 
conversation  or  their  writings 
with  literary  quotations,  show¬ 
ing  that  they  had  a  weD- 
stodoed  mind.  Nowadays 
most  people  are  more  uneasy 
abdut  doing  ;it.  not  only 
because  it  smacks  of  showing- 
off,  but  also  because  it  raises 
the  suspicion  that  one  has 
simply  looked  up  a  dictionary 
of  quotations;  When  I  use  a 
quotation  in  something  1 
write,  I  always  have  the  un¬ 
comfortable  feeling  that -some¬ 
where  it  has  a  little  oval  label 
on  it  like  an  apple,  showing 
where  it  came  from. 

Nevertheless,  Oxford  Univ¬ 
ersity  Press  has  just  brought 
j  out  two  new  dictionaries  of 
quotations  and  both  of  them 
are  very  enjoyable  and  usefuL 
The  dictionary  of  “phrase, 
saying  and  quotation”  is  a  new 
concept-  It  is  arranged  under 
topics  such  as  “kissing"  or 
“knowledge”  but  under  “kiss¬ 
ing”  it  gives  not-  oily 
Browning's  dulling  “What  of 
soul  was  left,  I  wonder,  when 
the  kissing  had  to  stop??,  and 
Chico  Marx’s"!  wasn't  kissing 
her,  I  was  just  whispering  in 
her  mouth"  when  caught  fry 
his  wife  with  a  chorus  girl  but 
also  the  saying  “When  the 
gone  is  out  of  Hoorn,  kissing’5 
out  of  fashion”.  (Gorse,  of 
course,  flowers  all  tire  year 
.  round.) 

The  inclusion  of  these 
phrases  and  sayings  is  what 
;ghres  the  book  its  special 
character.  j*Serit  to  Coventry", 

'  for  instance,  appears  to  date 
from  a  reference  in 
Clarendon's  History  of  the 
Revolution  to  Puritans  killing 
some  Royalist  prisoners  and 
sending  others  to  Coventry. 

.  The  quotations;  on  the  other 
hand,  are  in  many  cases  not 
quite  quotations,  if  we  mean 
by  .  that  memorable  remarks 
-that  knock  around  in  people’s 
beads,  without  them  always 
quite  knowing  /  where  they 
come  from.  This  dictionary 
also  tries,  so  to  speak,  to  create 
quotations,  by  including  re¬ 
marks  that  might  be  worth 
remembering  but  dim  few 
people  remember  yet  The 
press  has  even  got  an  “Oxford 
Quotations  Reading  Pro¬ 
gramme”  ....  which  monitors 
books  and  the  xpedia  and  - 
hunts  out  “new  quotations".  It 
seems  raifi-r  iiKe  'forging 
bank-  nBtes^but  it  must1  be- 
said  they  have  come  up  with 
some  good  ones,  such  as 
Woody  Allen’s  “I  recently 
turned  60.  Practically  a  third 


Martin  Meredith’s  bi¬ 
ography  of  Nelson 
Mandela  is.  oddly, 
tire  first  satisfactory  full-length 
study  of  one  of  the  icons  of  our 
age.  It  is  also  considerably 
better  than  the  syrupy  hagiog¬ 
raphy  into  which  too  many 
portraits  of  Mandela  sink. 
Meredith  is.  for  example,  fair¬ 
ly  tough  about  Mandelav 
failures  as  a  working  Presi¬ 
dent  —  the  often  autocratic 
style,  the  covering  up  of  cor¬ 
rupt  colleagues,  the  preference  - 
for  party  loyalty  over  account¬ 
ability  and  open  government: 
it  was  absurd  to  imagine  ope 
could  pluck  the  roan  from  jail 
and  that  he  would  learn  the 
craft  of  government  in  his  late 
70s.  At  tire  end  of  the  day,  of 


X  with  Penguin  Books,  gives  you  the 
chance  to  buy  up  to  ten  bestselling  20th- 
century  classics  for  only  £1.98  each, 
including  p&p.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
collect  four  tokens  from  the  six 
published  in  The  Times  this  week  and 
complete  the  order  form  which  will  be 


as  many  books  as  you  wish  but  only  one  of 
each  tide.  There  are  ten  outstanding  works 
of  fiction  for  you  to  choose  from  all  of  which 
\  will  make  ideal  stocking  fillers.  They 
k  \  include  Jacob’s  Room  by  Virginia 
j*  I  Woolf,  Wide  Sargasso  Sea  by  Jean 
/  Rhys  and  The  Trial  by  Franz  Kafka. 


Arthur  miller 


LEFTs  Josef  K  is  cm  trial  for 
his  vesy  existence,  arrested 
without  having  done 
anything  wrong 
ABOVE!  This  novel 
questions  the  American 
consumer  dream  and  is  a 
classic  study  of  failure 
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course,  any  verdict  on 
Mandela  has  to  be  massively 
positive  simply  because  he 
rose  so  majestically  to  tire  two 
great  moral  challenges  of  his 
life  —  he  showed  unrelenting 
courage  in  the  face  of  28  years 
in  jail  and  then  he  chose 
national  reconciliation  rather 
than  revenge  when  he  finally 
emerged  from  his  ordeaL  The 
moral  strength  of  those  deci¬ 
sions  has  often  oeduded  a 
proper  picture  of  the  man  in 

the  round,  a  failing  which 

Meredith,  in  his  lengthy 
study,  has  striven  to  avoid. 

The  story  of  Mandela  is, 
inevitably,  tiie  story  of  the 
ANC  and  although  Meredith’S 
research  has  been  commend¬ 
able  throughout  ft  is  also  here 
that  his  account  is  vulnerable 
for  he  has  relied  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  on  interviews  with  white 
communists  so  that  tiie  gloss 
on  the  story  —  which  has 
become  very  much  tire  conven¬ 
tional  wisdom  >—  is  accepted 
rather  too  easily.  Thus  the 
account  of  how  the  ANCs 
Freedom  Charter  was  drawn 
up  in  19S5  takes  seriously  die 
notion  that  it  was  laboriously 
put  together  by  sifting  all  the 
thousands  of  submissions 


R.  W.  Johnson  on  the  problem 
that  Mandela  could  not  solve 


The  Manddas  a  day  after  his  release  from  prison  in  1990 


submissions 


made  by  groups  all  over  tire 
country  when  actually  many 
of  the  groups  were  merely 
fronts,  invented  by  the  party 
for  the  purpose.  Ultimately  the 
party  simply  drew  the  charter 
u£  and  pushed  ft  through 
without  even  the  ANC  leader. 
Albert  LutiiuU,  having  had 
sight  of  it 

Even  more  striking  is  that 
the  question  of  how  Mandela 
actually  became  the  ANClead- 
er  is  delicately  glossed  over. 
Hie  truth  would  appear  . to  be 
that  tiie  Communist  Party 
decided  to  push  tire  moderate 
Luthuli  aside  and  use  the  turn 
towards  armed  struggle  as  a 
sort  of  internal  coup  within 
which  to  push Mandela  for¬ 
ward  as  ms  de  facto  replace¬ 
ment.  This  in  turn  raises  tire 
murky  question  of  Mandela's 
exact  relationship  to  tire  party, 


a  subject  not  best  dealt  with 
simply  quoting  court  state- 
mans  at  the  time.  All  one  can 
say  is  that  within  the  party  at 
the  time,  Mandefa  was  always 
cast  as  “one  of  oars"  and  that ' 
the  party  was  tiren  disappoint¬ 
ed  when  he  drifted  from  it* 
again.  The  fact  is  that  Mer¬ 
edith’s  interlocutors  had  many 
delicate  sflenoes  to  observe 
about  tins  period  and  Mer¬ 
edith  does  not.  seem  to  have 
penetrated  beyond  a  fairly 
Surface  lcvcL  ■ .  . 

The  saddest;  indeed,  most 
heartrending  part  of  Man¬ 
dela’s  saga,  is  tire  way  he 
strolled  from  jail  into'-  tire 
sunlight  bolding  hands  with 
Winnie,  knowing  -foil  wefl 
there  was  mudiwroag  about  ■ 
her,  but  determined  to  smooth 
things  over  and  fating  bo- back 
within  the  realgr.of  civility. 
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of  my  life  is  over",  or  A.  J. 
Ayer’s  "Why  should  you  mind 
being  wrong  if  someone  can 
show  you  that  you  are?" 

The  other  new  dictionary,  of 
“literary  quotations"  is  even 
more  of- an  anthology  of  good 
remarks  than  a  dictionary 
proper,  because  few  people 
will  have  heard  of  most  of  the 
entries  and  will  therefore  not 
be  looking  them  up.  However, 
h,  too,  is  an  enterprising  and 
very  readable  book- 

IN  THE  first  section  we  find 
Graham  Greene  wondering, 

:  in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Hugh, 
“Is  tiiis  fame?",  when  he 
teams  that  a  "a  new  shade  for 
knickers  and  nightdresses  has 
been  named  Brighton  Rock". 

The  second  section,  which 
consists  of  comments  on  writ¬ 
ers  by  other  writers,  will 
probably  be  most  read,  since 
most  of  tiie  comments  are  so 
bitchy.  Coleridge  is  about  the 
only  one  whom  no  one  can  say 
a  word  against  Both-of  these 
dktionanes  include  F.  R_ 
Leavis’s  terse  observation  on 
the  main  characteristic  of  T.  S. 
Eliofs  poetry.  “Selfcontempt, 
well-grounded.”  But  there  are 
also  plenty  of  looser  remarks 
in;  both  books,  expressive  of 
the  personality  of  the  speaker 
or  writer  (such  - as  Zsa  Zsa 
Gabor's  “I  never  hated  a  man 
enough  Bo  give  him  his  dia¬ 
monds  back")  but  not  intriasi- 
cally  remarkable.  That  is  what 
distinguishes  these  books  fran 
tire  regular  Oxford  or  Penguin 
quotation  dictionaries,  where 
you  are  overwhelmed  by  the 
brilliance  of  the  entries. 

However,  on  tiiis  point  we 
1  can  adduce  another  ’tirew  quo* 
tation",  -from  James  Fenton; 
“Windbags  can  be  right.  Aph- 
orists  can  be  wrong.  It  is  a 
tough  world." 


Even, when-she  went  an  trial 
he  defended  her  —  but  was 
then,  by  a  hundred  indefeasi¬ 
ble  incidents,  forced  to  admit 
she  was  a  monster.  “Ever’smcc 
I  came  bade  from  jail,”  he  told 
the  divorce  court,  “not  once 
has  she  ever  entered  the 
bedroom  whilst  I  was  awake.  I 
was  the  loneliest  man  during 
the  period  I  stayed  with  her." 

Fred  Bridgefand’s  book  at¬ 
tempts  to  bring  the  Winnie 
saga  up  to  date,  which  is 
'  shorthand  for  saying  that  he 
lays  forth  the  evidence,  sug¬ 
gesting  her  involvement  in 
efeht  murders  and  tiie  way  in 
which  Tier  notoriety  has  con¬ 
sistently  caused  the  authorities 
of  every  kind  —  not  just  the 
ANC  but  the  police  and  the 
courts,  both  under  apartheid 
and  now  —  to  balk  at  the 
thought  of  sending  her  to  jail. 

Most  attention  inevita¬ 
bly  centres  on  the 
murder  of  14-year- 
ofd  Stompie  Moeketsi  but  the 
fact  is,  as  anyone  who  traces 
even  tiie  public  record  of 
Winnie’s  career  has  to  be 
aware,  by  the  time  she  was  a 
teenager  she  had  a  reputation 
for  beating  up  other  children 
and  tint  other  allegations  of 
her  having  administered  sav¬ 
age  beatings  to  children  have 
pursued  her  down  the  years. 
Probably  tiie  whole  idea  of 
sending  her  to  jail  is  wrong: 
die  is  obviously  a  deeply 
disturbed  woman  who  should 
be  compulsorily  receiving 
treatment. 

Bridgdand 's  bode  is  essen¬ 
tial  reading.  But  ft  has  deeply 
discomfited  the  South  African 
press  which,  nervously  watch- 
mg  Winnie*  bid  for  the  ANC 
deputy  presidency,  has  decid¬ 
ed  that  it  would  be  better  to 
draw  a  veil  over  the  whole 
intiter.  Bridge!  and  is  accord¬ 
ingly  reviled  for  being  “right- 
wing",  for  having  described 
tiie  house  that  Winnie  lived  in 
as  having  a  tiled  roof  when 
actually  ft  had  a  tin  roof  and 

other  such  irrdevanries. 

Nobody  wants  to  discuss  or 
take  on  board  the  damning 
supported  case  he 
naket  In  her  words,  tiie 
South  African  .  media  haw 
now  joined  the  judges,  tiie 
poha-and  the  ANC  in  a 
continuing  Winnie  oover-im 
hoping  that  they  too  can  thus 
move  things  over.  This  is  not 
merely  a  disgrace:  with  Win- 

rf^esWera  **  teU 

them,  n  amply  neven  works. 
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*  ^L^LSutting  rooms  from  Imperial  Rome  to  Harley  Street,  physicians  have  remained  the  same  breed.  Thomas  Stuttaford  finds 


Christmas  usually 

meraal  terms,  tn  the 
P^hers.of  medical  *£ 

Cannot  te  cWe 
Jat  The  Greatest  Benefit  to 

w  ^  Med«w/  //Sore 
eased  V1  ****  for  the 

Chnsmias  market  it  has  pop- 

ujar  appeal,  for  although!* 

®0  pages  cover  medidnefrom 

gahsmites  in  Andent  Egypt  to 
5jJ*L  md-  Vrafctedt- 

Jakob  disease  in  late  20th- 
oentuiy  Britain,  it  is  not 
wrasiea  m  a  pedantic,  heavy 
style,  fe  natural  habitat  is  not 
beside  The  Oxford  Textbook  of 
Me?“*ne-.  Gray's  Anatomy 
and  Martindale's  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  essential  reference 
books  on  every  doctors  shelf. 
Rather  it  is  a  bedside  book 
which  can  be  guaranteed  to 
interest,  educate  and  soothe 
die  most  disturbed  insomniac 
The  book  is  amusingly  and 
in  some  places  even  racily 
written.  Porter’s  role  as  a 
commentator  has  not  detract¬ 
ed  from  historical  detail,  as  the 
anecdotal  style  with  which  he 
describes  the  intricacies  of 
medical  practice,  throughout 
the  ages  makes  it  blend  seam¬ 
lessly  with  his  analyses  of 
social  conditions. 

Although  doctors  and  pa¬ 
tients  who  have  lived  and 
worked  through  the  medical 
revolution  of  the  post-antibiot- 


Reader,  heal  thyself 
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ic  era.  and  all  the.  other 
changes  of  the  past  50  years, 
may  find  this  book  particular- 

ly  fascinating,  it  also  makes 
interesting  reading  to  those 
who  have  no  previous 
specialised  knowledge  in  ei¬ 
ther  history  or  medicine.  The 
Greatest  Benefit  to  Mankind 
is  as  much  a  gigantic  essay  on 
medicine  as  it  is  a  textbook 
-and  is  particularly  effective  in 
revealing  the  changes  in  medi¬ 
cine  over  the  past  150  years, 
together  with  the  social  and 
political  changes  which  first 
prompted  them. 

"Early  modern  times 
brought  Harveys  and  other 
brilliant  breakthroughs  in 
anatomy  and  physiology,  but 
achievements  proved  more 
impressive  on  paper  than  in 
bedside  practice-  The  war 
against  death  stalled,  and  to 
make  matters  worse,  epidem¬ 


ics  rained  down  on  Europe  in 
the  decades  around  1700  and 
mortality  rates  soared."  Barter 
dissects  the  medical  approach 
to  the  disasters  which  have 
afflicted  humanity,  frequently 
finding  the  power  of  doctors 
wanting,  and  describes  the 
effect  which  this  lack  has  had 
cm  tile  pattern  of  the  diseases 
and  its  victims. 

Readers  will  find  enough 
detail  to  make  them  glad  that 
they  .five  in  a  time  where  there 
are  ;  anaesthetics,  surgical 
teams  and  a  sophisticated 
pharmaceutical  industry,  but 
die  descriptions  are  not  so 
gray  that  the  insomniac  who 
seeks  relief  within  its  covers 
will  later  fear  to  rum  out  the 
lights. 

Andent  medical  history  is  a 
somewhat  esoteric  su  bject,  but 
armed  with  Porters  insight  it 
soon  becomes  obvious  that 
neither  doctors  nor  patients 
have  changed  very  much  over 
the  past  2,000  years.  Galen, 
for  instance,  comes  alive  when 
we  read: "...  an  expert  in  one- 
upmanship,  Galen  couched  an 
inflated  sense  of  self-impor¬ 
tance  in  terms  of  the  dignity  of 
medicine,  scolding  colleagues 
as  dimwits."  In  this  sentence 
Porter  portrays  some  of  the 


characteristics  of  the  smart, 
soda!  but  competent  doctor 
down  the  ages,  whether  prac¬ 
tising  in  Harley  Srreet  or 
Imperial  Rome.  Although  Por¬ 
ter  admires  Galen's  expertise 
in  philosophy,  anatomy  and  as 
a  dinidan  —  Galen  was  the 
first  TO  bring  to  light  psychoso¬ 
matic  diseases  —  be  is  not 
blind  to  his  human  faults. 

Those  who  did  Classics  at 
school  learnt  about  "the 
humours",  bur  Dot  in 
such  intriguing,  human  detail. 
They  did  not  tell  us,  for 
instance,  that  it  was  thought 
that  if  women  were  anorgas- 
mic,  their  humours  would  be 
hopelessly  muddled,  a  belief 
which  accounted  for  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  puritanical,  ap¬ 
proach  to  medicine  for 
centuries.  The  medical  text¬ 
book  of  Pope  John  XXI,  for 
instance,  includes  prescrip¬ 
tions  to  encourage  fertility,  as 
well  as  aphrodisiacs  and  con¬ 
traceptives. 

Porter  is  particularly  stimu¬ 
lating  what  writing  on  the 
history  of  mental  disease.  The 
treatment  of  mental  patients, 
apart  from  those  who  were 
cared  for  by  the  Church  in  the 
Middle  Ages,  was  part  of 


general  medicine  until  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago.  Porter 
describes  the  evolution  of  psy¬ 
chiatry  after  that  date,  hs 
interaction  with  social  condi¬ 
tions  ami  the  attitudes  of  the 
time. 

Thirty  years  ago  it  was 
hoped,  to  quote  the  eminent 
British  psychiatrist  Dr  Wil¬ 
liam  Sarganf  (J907-SS).  that 
with  the  advent  of  the  new 
psychotropic  drugs  there 
would  be  "a  release  from  the 
shadowland  of  the  asylum  and 
the  folly  of  Freudianism". 
Drugs.  Dr  Sargant  said, 
would  enable  doctors  "to  cut 
the  cackle"  and,  he  predicted, 
would  have  eliminated  the 
problems  of  mental  illness  by 
the  1990s.  Tbe  mental  hospi¬ 
tals  have  been  emptied,  the 
psychotropic  drugs  are  still 
improving,  the  fashion  for 
psychoanalysis  is  waning,  but 
the  problem  of  mental  illness 
has  yet  to  be  eliminated. 

Whether  you  are  interested 
in  the  advent  of  the  stetho¬ 
scope,  opposed,  like  most  ad¬ 
vances,  by  much  of  the 
medical  hierarchy  of  the  time, 
the  history  of  yellow  fever,  the 
bubonic  plague  or.  closer  to 
home,  coronary'  bean  disease: 
the  feminist  influence  on  medi¬ 


cine,  drug  abuse,  childbearing 
or  cancer,  this  book  provides 
the  historic  background  to 
these  and  other  medical 
questions. 

The  essential  background  of 
medicine  never  changes. 
There  have  always  been 
people  who  can  do  nothing 
without  consulting  their  physi¬ 
cians.  like  the  "effete  Greeks", 
whereas  others  are  like  the 
Romans,  wary  of  doctors  and 
scornful  of  luxury  as  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  fashionable  Greek 

physician.  Cicero  said.-  “ . . .  Ir 
is  our  duty,  my  young  friends, 
to  resist  old  age ...  to  adopt  a 
regime  of  health;  to  practise 
moderate  exercise  and  to  take 
josr  enough  food  and  drink  to 
restore  our  strength  and  not  to 
overburden  it" 

Porter  echoes  Cicero:  "Lon¬ 
gevity  means  more  time  for 
Alness  and  implies  that  great¬ 
er  effort  and  resources  will 
need  to  be  devoted  to  keeping 
welL”  Those  who  want  to  take 
Porter's  advice  should  turn  to 
the  chapter  on  cardiology,  and 
thereafter  stop  smoking  and 
should  start  to  eat  wisely,  lose 
weight  and,  as  Cicero  advised, 
take  moderate  exercise. 

The  Greatest  Benefit  to 
Mankind  is  a  first-class  intro¬ 
duction  to  medical  history. 
Like  a  well  constructed  broad¬ 
sheet  leader,  it  exrites  thought 
and  discuss: car.  as  well  as 
providing  many  answers. 


Early  radiotherapy:  from  Medicine:  A  History  of 
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An  author  in  a 
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Arkansas,  the  title  of 
David  Leavitt's  new 
book,  is  drawn  from 
the  quotation,  attributed  to 
Oscar  Wilde,  which  stands  as 
its  epigraph:  “I  should  like  to 
flee  like  a  wounded  heart  into 
Arkansas."  Flight  is  the  theme 
that  unites  these  three 
novellas. 

In  the  first,  Leavitt  —  stung 
by  the  libel  case  that  ensued 
from  his  last  novel.  While 
England  Sleeps,  a  fictional¬ 
ised  rendition  of  Stephen 
Spender's  life  —  has  turned 
convention  on  its  head:  The 
Term  Paper  Artist  is  narrated 
by  a  character  named  "David 
Leavitt"  who.  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  resembles  the 
author. 

In  turmoil  over  the  above- 
mentioned  lawsuit.  "Leavin" 
has  retreated  to  h is  father's 
home  in  Los  Angeles,  where  he 
purports  to  be  researching  a 
novel  In  fact,  he  fritters  away 
his  time  driving  and  cruising, 
until  he  meets  an  undergradu¬ 
ate  named  Eric  Steinberg.  Eric 
is  aiming  for  Stanford  Busi¬ 
ness  School,  but  frets  about  his 
English  grades. 

Leavitt  proposes  a  deal:  he 
will  write  the  boy’s  essay  if 
Eric,  in  turn,  will  allow  David 
to  perform  oral  sex  on  him. 
The  exchange  is  so  successful 
that  “simple  as  that,”  the 
narrator  informs  us,  “I  be¬ 
came  an  industry".  Leavitt 
repeats  the  contract  numerous 
times  wiih  numerous  beys. 

In  time  called  upon  to  write 
a  paper  for  a  guilty  Mormon 
named  Ben,  Leavitt  outstrips 
himself  —  “Congratulate  me," 
he  tells  his  agent,  "I've  jusf 
done  the  best  work  of  my  life" 
—  but  in  so  doing,  he  outstrips 
Ben.  too,  whose  deception  is 
detected,  and  who  leaves  the 
university  in  disgrace  The 
tale’s  cheerful  conclusion  un¬ 
folds  in  Florence  a  year  later, 
where  “David  Leavitt"  hap¬ 
pens  upon  Ben.  no  longer 
Mormon,  nor  heterosexual. 


This  is  tiie  stray  of  Russia's  great 
century  of  -suffering.  Even  at  the 
beginning  of  it  Nicholas  II  was 
worse  than  his  two  European 
colleagues,  Wilhelm  and  Franz  Joseph, 
and  by  the  middle  of  it  Lenin  and  Stalin 
had  built  up  maybe  the  worst  error  ever  to 
have  been  imposed  on  a  country  in 
modem  times.  Stalin  was  matched  by 
Hitler  in  the  stakes  of  evil,  but  even  the 
raising  of  the  Red  Hag  over  the  Reichstag 
cannot  brighten  this  unremitting  account 
of  a  dismal  97  years,  three  quarters  of 
which  were  dominated  byoammunism. 

A  couple  of  incidents. bring  a  smile  to 
the  reader's  lips.  A  Leninist  .orchestra 
found' a  :  novel  way  of  espousing  the 
principle  of  equality:  , they  dismissed  their 
conductor.  And  Nikolai  Bukharin,  on 
holiday  in  Paris,  used  to  turn  cartwheels 
in  the  street  to  impress  his  hew  young 
wife.  These  are  the  only  two  amusing 
incidents  that  I  could  find  in  a  long  bode  ■ 
The  rest  is  nightmare,  die  familiar  story 
of  the  bridal  Soviet  system,  with  just  a  few 
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non-Soviet  years  on  either  side:  It  is  put 
together  with  care  and  at  some  length, 
with  details  of  cereal  crops  on  page  163 
and  sugar  beet  on  page  401.  In  fact, 
although  this  is  a  _  valuable  work  of 
reference,  i£  reveals  little  that  we  do  not 
already  know;  The  facts  come  from  other 
books,  with  not  very  much  taken  from  the 
newly  opened  archfre  of  the  Soviet  period. 

While  he  makes  no  apology  for  the 
Bolsheviks  and  their  revolution  that 
brought  about  the  74  inglorious  years,  the 
author  seems  strangely  indulgent  to¬ 
wards  the  man  who  began  it  aL.  He  writes 

that  Lenin  “never  intended  a  single 
dictatorial  party",  that  he  "would  surely 
have  been  appalled  at”  the  Gnat  Terror, 
that  he  “would  have  been  horrified"  at  it 
Then,  in  a  different  context,,  he  hints  that 
Lenin  had  it  in  mind  to  exterminate  the 
entire  Russian  middle  class. 

“This  was  not  a  society  capable  of  being 
at  ease  with  itself  lie  tells  us.  In  1937-38. 
according  to  a  recent  Russian  reference 
work,  681.692  Soviet  citizens  were  execut¬ 
ed.  And  this  figure  applies  only  to  those 
whose  deaths  were  recorded  in  an  official 
entry.  It  does  not  indude  those  who 
perished  in  the  camps  or  were  murdered 
without  trial 

For  instance:  no  one  knows  how  many 
“kulaks"  died  during  the  forced  coUectiv- 


Vision  of  a  phantom  partnership:  Lenin  and  Stalin  in  Gorki,  1922.  It  bears  every  sign  of  having  been 
faked,  HkemosTef^thephotographsin  The  Commissar  Vanishes  by  David  King,  Canon  gate,  £25 


who  thanks  the  author  whole¬ 
heartedly  for  his  homosexual 
initiation. 

This  novella,  diverting 
though  it  is.  reads  like  pure 
fantasy,  a  conflation  of  erotic 
and  literary  aspirations.  It 
insists  upon  “David  Leavitt's" 
intellectual  brilliance,  and  al¬ 
lows  the  character  not  only  a 
host  of  encounters  with  young 
heterosexual  men,  but,  still 
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more  satisfyingiy.  an  avuncu¬ 
lar  role  in  Ben’s  “coming  out" 
Subservience  to  human  truth 
is  not,  it  would  seem.  Leavitt’S 
aim  here;  rather,  the  piece 
seems  a  glib  joke. 

77te  Wooden  Anniversary 
and  Saturn  Street  are  far  less 
cavalier.  The  Wooden  Anni¬ 
versary  is  also,  alas,  a  work  of 
less  conviction.  Its  female  nar¬ 
rator,  Lizzie,  records  the  re¬ 
union  in  Italy  of  herself  and 
two  college  friends:  Nathan,  a 
gay  man  from  New  York,  and 
Celia,  whose  successful  cook¬ 
ing  school  is  the  site  of  their 
tense  gathering.  At  its  centre  is 
a  dashing  Italian  chef  named 
Maura,  with  whom  Nathan 
falls  in  love  —  to  Celia’s 
dismay  and  despair. 

Lizzie  exists  only  as  a  win¬ 


dow  onto  this  triangle;  and  its 
culmination,  which  ought  to 
devastate,  seems  contrived 
because  neither  she  nor.  more 
crucially.  Celia,  is  brought  to 
sufficient  life.  Only  Nathan 
truly  lives  on  the  page. 

Saturn  Street  is  Arkansas’s 
finest  achievement.  Set.  like 
The  Term  Paper  Artist,  in  Los 
Angeles,  and  related,  again,  by 
a  dislocated  author  —  here 
named  Jerry  Roth  —  it  ex¬ 
plores  his  relationship  with  an 
Aids  patient  named  Phil 
Feather-stone,  to  whom  Jerry 
delivers  meals. 

The  novella  captures  the 
bland  uprootedness  of  the  two 
men’s  lives,  Jerry's  unspoken 
desire  for  his  patient,  and  the 
jealousy  he  harbours  towards 
Phil's  "buddy",  Justin,  whom 
he  suspects  is  really  Phil's 
lover. 

The  poignancy  and  pecu¬ 
liarity  of  lust  and  of  love  in  the 
face  of  terminal  illness  is 
conveyed  with  considerable 
subtlety;  and  Saturn  Street 
reminds  us  why  David  Leavitt 
—  not  “David  Leavitt"  —  is  an 
author  worth  reading. 
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isafiwi  of  the  countryside-  Service  sug¬ 
gests  a  figure  of  four  nifllian.  There  were 
others  arrested  njdre  -capriciously: 
Esperantists  and  philatelists  because  they 
had  contact  with  abroad,  ornithologists 
because  they  used  field  glasses.  “I  trust  no 
one.1  not  even  myself"  Stalin  is  supposed 
to  have  said.  “The  deaths  of  the  van¬ 
quished  are  necessary  for  the  tranquillity 
of  the  victors."  He  behaved  as  if  that  is 
what  he  believed. 

'  The  days  of  glory  and  mass  murder  did 
begin  to  fade  as  the  great  experiment  drew 
toits  dose.  In  tbe  early  1980s,  the  author 
guesses,  there  were,  only  10,000  political 


or  religious  prisoners  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
And  the  Soviet  empire  was  on  the  march, 
across  Afghanistan.  Ethiopia  and  Angola 
and  into  Central  America.  The  West 
seemed  weak.  When  Poland  resisted,  the 
West  did  nothing  ro  help. 

The  fortunes  of  the  Cold  War  changed 
very  suddenly.  At  midnight  on  December 
31, 1991,  the  Soviet  Union  ceased  to  exist. 
Another  equally  worthy,  but  preferably  a 
more  digestible  book,  is  needed  to  explain 
why  the  fall  happened  so  quickly. 

Lord  Beihelfs  Spies  and  Other 
Secrets  was  published  in  1994  by  Viking. 
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issues  raised  by  because  INTIMACY  with  her  he  has  never  had  with 

dear  as  possible.  Y  j,.*, i  By  Ivan  Klima  his  second  wife  and  that  this  is 

he^a  Translated  by  A.  G  Brain  -more  precious  to  .  him  than 

person  ti :tas  a  certain  pown  cnm.ea.99--  anything  else. 

oi  1(*  After  ISBN  186207 Off)  5  '  Adultery,  when  seriously 

5  .EflEaE  '  treated  tn  fiction,  is  never  just 

-irassment  during^  ^  ajX7Ut  ^  jt  ^  -about  the 

n*  ?  iLs  and  his  ing.  she  is  divorced  and  living  conflict  between  a  sense  that 
P1^  evkient  good-  with  her  architect  husband,  the  adulterous  relationship 

deep  faith  and  mn  her  son  by  her  first  marriage  somehow  fulfils  one  as  one's 

wvhfe  wife  and  children,  and  two  young  children.  As  marriage  can  never  do  and  the 
uptottyms  wite  intimacy .  increases  he.  sense  .that  duplicity  is  pro- 

fos  coUeag^“  hiemotiS  learns  that  she  is  part  Jewish,  foundly  self-destructive  and  it 

-tost  her  grandparents. in  the-  is  intolerable  to  inflict  suffer- 
d2L/!f  ^STcontzregalion.  Holocaust;  is  obsessed  by  mg  on  a  person  one  respects, 
woman  m  ^  death  and  bitter  about  the  way  In  a  great  novel  of  adultery; 

Eventually  sne  gets  her  fr^fcand  treats  her.  Bee  Malaxmid's Dubin's Lives, 

fumLLiSJ2SfrnpbuLWhere^  Almost  imperceptibly  .  he  the  reader  is  brought  face  to 
for  the  ™  ggdes  into  an  affair  with  her.  face  with  incompatibles  which 

and'he  still  mourns  her  pass-  His  whole  ,  world  begins  to  must  be  lived  through. 


There  is  no  such  feeling 
here.  For  one  thing  the  woman 
seems  too  neurotic  and  self- 
obsessed  for  someone  like 
Daniel  to  fall  in  love  with;  for 
another  there  are  just  too 
many  “serious"  moral  issues 
raised:  Daniel  learns  that  his 
father  may  have  been  an 
informer  under  the  old  re¬ 
gime;  his  daughter  informs 
him  she  is  pregnant  and  is 
determined  to  marry  her  drug¬ 
pushing  boyfriend;  he  learns 
that  a  house  is  to  be  restored  to 
him  and  wonders  if  the  unex¬ 
pected  appearance  of  so  much 
money  will  corrupt  him;  above 
all,  he  is  not  simply  a  married 
man,  but  a  priest.  It  is  all  a  bit 
too  much. 

As  a  result  I  will  never 
reread  this  novel  as  I  reread 
the  works  of  Malamud  and 
Murid  Spark,  where  form 
and  content  are  one  and  the 
psychology  always  rings  true. 
Yet  I  am  glad  to  have  read  it, 
as  I  am  not  with  the  bulk  of 
novels  published  today,  which 
tend  to  be  all  form  and  no 
content,  all  surface  and  no 
depth. 


GERMANS  of  Bernhard 
Schlink’s  generation  (he  was 
bom  in  1944)  grew  up  in  the 
shadow  of  their  parents' 
crimes.  The  Reader,  translat¬ 
ed  by  Carol  Brown  Janeway, 
is  a  vjvid  evocation  of  their 
difficult  coming-of-age. 

The  narrator,  Michael  Berg, 
is  15  when  the  story  begins. 
Taken  ill  in  the  street  one  day, 
he  is  helped  home  ty  a  woman 
passer-by.  On  his  eventual 
recovery  from  what  turns  out 
to  be  hepatitis,  his  mother 
dispatches  him  with  flowers  to 
thank  his  rescuer.  His  first 
visit  to  the  woman's  flat  ends 
with  him  running  away.  His 
second  ends  with  the  two  of 
them  in  bed. 

The  woman  is  36,  a 

tram  conductor  called  Hanna. 

The  relationship  that  develops 
between  her  and  the  boy  soon 
acquires  a  routine.  He  reads  to 
her  from  Homer,  Lessing, 
Schiller,  War  and  Peace:  they 
shower:  they  8°  110  bed.  The 
idyll  ends,  Michael  believes, 
when  he  fails  fa  acknowledge 
her  one  day  in  the  presence  of 
his  schoolfriends  and,  over¬ 
night,  she  disappears. 

It  is  several  years  before  he 
encounters  her  again.  As  a  law 
student  he  attends  the  trial  of  a 
group  of  women  concentration 
camp  guards,  charged,  among 
other  atrocities,  with  leaving  a 
number  of  prisoners  to  die  in  a 
locked  church  during  an  air 
raid  while  on  a  forced  march. 
Hanna  is  one  of  the 
defendants. 
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As  the  trial  proceeds,  she 
seems  determined  to  incrimi¬ 
nate  herself  as  deeply  as 
possible.  She  allows  the  other 
defendants  to  portray  her  as 
the  most  culpable  of  alL  the 
one  who  spurred  the  rest  to 
greater  horrors,  improvising 
small  brutalities  all  her  own. 
As  he  watches  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  Michael  comes  to  under¬ 
stand  why  she  is  anxious  to 
assume  this  extra  guilt,  why 
(perhaps)  she  joined  the  SS  in 
the  first  place,  and  why  she 
made  him  read  to  her. 

Schlink  is  a  professor  of  law 
and  the  author  of  several 
popular  crime  novels,  which 
may  explain  both  his  forensic 
rigour  and  his  narrative  skills. 
In  The  Reader  he  confronts 
the  difficulty  of  evading  (or 
wholly  recovering)  his  own 
and  his  country's  past.  He 
explores  the  conflicr  between 
generations,  wrestling  with 
collective  guilt  and  individual 
motivation.  He  examines  the 
nature  of  understanding  and 
tests  the  limits  of  forgiveness. 
He  does  these  things  with 
honesty,  restraint  and  a  moral 
precision  both  unsettling  and 
rare.  The  result  is  as  compel¬ 
ling  as  any  thriller. 
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Bargains  of  the  week:  Visit  the  Pyramids  at  new  year,  pamper  yourself  at  a  health  hydro  or  see  the  bright  lights  of  Seattle 


PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 


■  A  selection  of  lost-minute 
holidays  and  travel  opportu¬ 
nities  at  home,  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  and  further  afield,  many 
.  at  bargain  prices: 


BRITAIN 


PLYMOUTH  HOE's  ugly  bui 
perfectly  situated  Moat  House 
Hotel  is  offering  two-night 
breaks  until  December  21  for 
£69  a  person,  including  din¬ 
ner,  bed  and  breakfast.  De¬ 
tails:  0645  102030. 

■  GATWICK  passengers  ar¬ 
riving  or  departing  on  incon¬ 
venient  flights  can  take 
.advantage  of  a  special  Golden- 
-  rail  weekend  rate  of  £27  a 
night  at  Russ  Hill  Hotel  set  in 
nearby  countryside.  A  fort¬ 
night's  parking  is  available  for 
an  extra  £9.50.  Details:  0161- 
'238  5206. 

.■SINGLES  aged  30  to  50  can 
be  pampered  for  a  weekend 
from  November  30  with  Sola's 


Holidays  at  Springs  Health 
Hydro,  Packington,  Leicester¬ 
shire,  The  £245  price  includes 
three  nights*  full  board,  treat¬ 
ment  and  entertainment.  De¬ 
tails:  0181-951  2800. 

■  COMPLETE  Christmas 
shopping  in  rate  place  over 
two  days  with  an  unlikely  holi¬ 
day  offer  from  Andrew's  of 
TidesweH  The  place?  The 
Metro  Centre,  Gateshead.  The 
price:  £49.  including  dinner. 
B&B  at  the  Swallow  Hotel  and 
rerum  coach  travel  from  Der¬ 
byshire,  on  November  22. 
Details:  01298  871222. 

■  ELTON  JOHN  live  at  the 
Wembley  Arena  on  December 
20  is  featured  in  a  £99  package 
from  Superbreak  with  a 
night's  B&B  at  the  Excelsior 
Hotel,  Heathrow,  and  coach 
transfers  to  the  concert  De¬ 
rails:  0161-238  5257. 

■  RIDE  IN  the  new  year  with 
two  days’ trekking  through  the 
Moume  Mountains  from 
Drumgooland  House  Eques¬ 
trian  Centre,  Northern  Ire¬ 
land.  The  E299  package 
indudes  a  New  Year’s  Eve 
dinner  and  party,  a  dinner 
and  musical  evening  on  Janu¬ 
ary  1  and  ends  with  tea  at  the 
stables  on  January  2.  Details: 
01396  811956 


THE  BLARNEY  STONE  and 
balmy  Irish  air  are  induded 
on  fivcHcfay  escorted  tours 
starting  from  Dublin  on  the 
next  three  Fridays  and  taking 
in  Cork,  Killamey  and  Tipper¬ 
ary.  The  E420  price  from  C1E 
Tours  International  indudes 
four  nights  half-beard,  excur¬ 
sions.  evening  entertainment 
and  return  flights  from  UK 
airports.  Details:  0990  143910. 

■  THE  NORTH  AFRICAN 
coast  is  warmer  than  Britain 
at  the  moment  and  prices  are 
low:  a  fortnight's  self-catering 
in  Tunisia  with  Page  &  May. 
including  a  flight  from  Heath¬ 
row  on  Tuesday,  costs  £249. 
Details:  OM6-2S0  7116. 

■  ANOTHER  deal  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean.  a  week's  Airtours 
package  to  Malta  for  £189  with 
half-board,  is  available  on 
Tuesday  from  Stansted.  De¬ 
tails  from  Co-op  Travel  care: 
0541500388. 

■  CYPRUS  for  long-stay  win¬ 
ter  holidays  is  available  from 
Odyssey  Holidays  with  flights 
from  Gatwick  on  November 
23  and  26  and  January  7.  Four 
weeks  at  a  beach  hotel  in 
Limassol  exists  £499  a  person. 


including  half-board  and  car 
hire.  Twelve  weeks'  self-cater¬ 
ing  in  Paphos  costs  £419,  in¬ 
cluding  car  hire.  Details:  0181- 
3439090. 

■  SKIING  in  Sweden  is  be¬ 
coming  so  popular  that  ten 
British  companies  are  now  of¬ 
fering  winter  packages.  One  of 
the  best  deals  is  a  fly /drive 
holiday  with  Scandinavian 
Travel  Service.  Fly  to  Oslo, 
drive  to  Salen  for  a  week's  self- 
catering  from  £298  a  person 
based  on  five  sharing.  Details: 
0171-559  6666. 

■  rF  SKI-MAD  friends  sur¬ 
round  you,  take  advantage  of 
a  deal  from  Leisure  Direction 
Ski.  formerly  French  Impres¬ 
sions.  which  will  take  right 
people  in  two  cars  across  the 
Channel  on  December  13  for  a 
week's  self-catering  in  La 
Clusaz  for  £32  a  head.  Details: 
0181-324  3030. 

■  SEEING  Santa  in  snow- 
land  is  so  much  in  demand 
that  Cosmos  is  increasing  the 
number  of  Santa  specials  to 
Finnish  Lapland  next  month. 
Prices  start  from  £589  an  adult 
and  E479  a  child  for  fourday 
trips  from  Gatwick  or  Man¬ 
chester  on  December  8  and  in¬ 
clude  full-board.  Details:  0161- 
480  5799. 


MAn&ESESl 


Four  nights  in  Venice  for  the  price  of  three  is  on  offer 
from  Citalia,  starting  on  weekdays  between  December  1 
and  10.  The  £256  price  includes  B&B  at  a  three-star 


SUNSHINE  and  water  sports 
are  still  plentiful  in  Eilat  oo 
the  Gulf  of  Aqaba  and 
Longwood  Holidays  has 
week-long  packages  available 
from  next  Monday  and  the 
following  me  for  £255,  includ¬ 
ing  return  flights  from  Luton 
and  B&B  at  a  choice  of  hotels. 
Details:  0181-551 4494. 

■  THE  THAI  baht  has 

dropped  in  value  so  spectacu¬ 
larly  that  good  deals  are  av¬ 
ailable  at  quality  hotels.  A 
fortnight's  B&B  at  a  beach 
hotel  in  Koh  Samui,  with 
Tropical  Places  and  including 
a  flight  from  Heathrow  on 
Tuesday,  costs.  £679.  Flights 
on  other  days  cost  £70  more. 
Details:  01342  825123. 

■  AUSTRALIA  for.  £299  re¬ 
turn  is  oo  .  offer  from 
Austiavei,  but  you  must  leave 
either  an  Sunday  from 
Manchester  for  Sydney  or  on 
Monday  from  Gatwick  for 
Perth.  Details:  0171-734  7755. 

■  SEATTLE,  where  the  lights 
now  shine  brightly  after  the 
1970s  depression,  is  available 
to  students  and  nnder-26s  for 
£277  return  with  Campus 
Travel.  Depart  by  December 


14  and  return  within  a  year. 
Details:  0171-7302101- 

■  THE  pyramids  at  new  year 
are  on  offer  from  Bales  Tours 
as  part  of  an  eight-day  trip  to 
Egypt,  leaving  Heathrow  on 
December  29  and  including 
Cairo,  the  Valley  of  *e  Kings 
and  the  Temples  of  Thebes 
(Luxor).  Price:  £755  including 
flights  and  B&B.  Details: 
01306  885991. 

■  A  14-DAY  Far  East  cruise 
leaving  from  Singapore  on 
January  3  to  Indonesia.  Thai¬ 
land  arid  Malaysia  is  available 
from  The  Cruise  line  at  £3.080, 
including  London-Singapore 
flights  and  all  food  and  dnnk. 
Details:  01273  835252. 

mAli  prices  are  per  person 
and  based  on  two  sharing  a 
mom.  unless  otherwise  stated. 


See  The  Times  on 
Saturday  for  more 
last-minute  holiday 
bookings  and 
flight  bargains 
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fflE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997 _ 

RACING:  SCOTTISH  CHASER  9-4  FOR  MURPHY’S  GOLD  CUP 


Sparky  Gayle  go-ahead  sets 
Cheltenham  betting  alight 


A  IHr£?!.NG  mae  ^ a  ^if 

ranter  by  Sparky  Gayle  yester¬ 
day  convinced  Colin  Parker  to 
allow  his  stable  star  to  line  up 
for  the  Muiphy-s  Gold  Cup  at 
Cheltenham  on  Saturday  — 
and  persuaded  some  book¬ 
makers  to  put  their  heads 
above  the  parapet  for  the  first 
bjg  chase  of  die  season. 

The  layers  had  been  reluc¬ 
tant  to  price  up  the  traditional 
curtain  raiser  to  the  proper 
jumps  season  until  Parker 
decided  whether  to  go  to 
Cheltenham  or  opt  for  the 
Sean  Graham  Chase  at  Ayr  — 
and  they  quickly  installed  the 
seven-year-old  as  favourite. 

Ladbrokes  bets:  9-4  Sparky 
Gayle,  5-2  Challenger  Du  Luc. 
3-1  Dublin  Flyer,  9-2  Bertone, 
16-1  bar.  while  William  Hill 
offers:  2-1  Sparky  Gayle,  5-2 
Challenger  Du  Luc,  4-1  Dub¬ 
lin  Flyer,  9-2  Bertone,  14-1  bar. 

With  Dublin  Flyer,  winner 
of  the  race  in  1995,  heading  the 
handicap  on  12  stone.  Sparky 
Gayle  has  only  lOst  21b  —  a 
foment  weight  for  a  horse  who 
has  won  all  six  starts  over 
fences  last  term,  including  the 
Cathcart  Chase. 

Parker  acknowledged  yes¬ 
terday  that  Sparky  Gayle’s 


By  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


attractive  mark  was  the  main 
reason  for  heading  south  from 
his  Scottish  base.  “We  were 
always  going  to  go  to  Chelten¬ 
ham  as  from  last  weekend;  we 
just  kept  our  option  open.  He 
did  a  canter  this  morning  and 
did  a  strong  piece  of  work  cm 
Saturday — and  worked  well." 

Tim  Forster,  trainer  of  Dub 
iin  Flyer,  admitted  yesterday 


Nap:  Executive  Design 
(2.15  Market  Rasen) . 
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iK^r-  inving  won  on  his 
seasonal -debat  for  die past  two 
seasons.  andJias  schooled  Well 
■’ffir  ?us  ;fcndqg  debut  His 
:  trtuner,  Mary  'Rcvriey.  boasts 
a  26  pesonts&fKe-tate  here. 

Next  Besfc'Coole  HID 
(3.15  Market  Rasen) 


that  his  immensely  popular 
chaser  would  find  it  difficult  to 
give  Sparky  Gayle  and  others 
tire  best  part  of  two  stone 
"when  you  are  not  as  good  as 
you  were."  Even  allowing  for 
Forster’s  legendary  pessi¬ 
mism,  he  has  a  point 
At  Worcester  yesterday.  For¬ 
ster  experienced  one  of  those 


days  which  leaves  trainers  — 
not  to  mention  punters  —  in  a 
state  of  confusion.  Having 
seen  two  firm  favourites  get 
beaten,  when  they  looked  sure 
to  win,  he  duly  found  himself 
in  the  winner's  enclosure  with 
ah  unfanded  12-1  shot.  It 
almost  proved  too  much  for 
the  affable  Captain. 

Donjuan  CoUonges  looked  a 
certainty  between  the  last  two 
fences  of  the  Dunley  Chase. 
However,  when  Paul  Carber- 
ty  looked  over  his  shoulder 
and  saw  Kamikaze  edging - 
closer,  he  asked  his  moum  for 
a  big  jump  at  the  last.  Some¬ 
how.  the  message  did  not  get 
through  and  the  six-year-old 
did  his  best  to  demolish  the 
last  fence  rather  than  jump  it 

"That  sort  of  thing  is  bad  for 
every  part  of  you,  particularly 
for  one's  heart  when  you  take 
three  pills  at  breakfast,"  For¬ 
ster  said.  “HefPaul  Carberry] 
is  a  launcher  and  1  suspect  he 
always  mil  be.  I  watch  him  on 
the  television  and  that’s  his 
style.  He  launches  them  — 
and  a  kit  of  the  time  he  is  very 
successful  at  iL" 

Half  an  hour  later.  Forster 
must  have  been  thinking  of 
how  to  spend  his  share  of  the 


winners  prize-money  m  the 
Col  wall  Handicap  Hurdle  as 
Bold  Statement  cruised  along¬ 
side  the  front-running  Miss 
Roberto  approaching  the  final 
flight.  However,  on  the  run-in 
Miss  Roberto  proved  the 
stronger.  More  pills  for  the 
Captain,  one  suspected. 

Then,  out  of  the  blue,  salva¬ 
tion  arrived  in  the  shape  of 
Arkle.  Well  almost  The  Duch¬ 
ess  of  Westminster's  colours — 
yellow,  black  b dr  and  cap  with 
gold  tassle  —  made  famous  by 
the  best  chaser  of  all  time, 
were  worn  by  Richard  John¬ 
son  on  Wandering  Light  The 
right-year-old’s  form  figures 
offered  no  due  to  ease  of 
his  victory  in  the  Egdon 
Novices1  Chase  —  but  the 
trainer  had  an  explanation. 

"You  would  not  believe  it 
but  this  horse  was  going 
incredibly  well,  like  a  winner, 
at  Hereford  last  season  and 
nearly  got  brought  down  on 
the  fiat,"  the  trainer  reported. 
"He  went  down  cm  his  knees 
in  the  middle  of  a  big  bunch  of 
horses  and  it  shook  him  rigid. 
I  have  never  had  a  horse  come 
back  so  frightened.  It  has 
taken  him  a  tong  time  to  get 
organised." 


THUNDERER 

1.10  LIT  ILE  HOOLIGAN  (nap)  iL35  Country  Tarqiin 
1.40  King  Mole  3.05  Gh«  Gneuiagh 

3.45  Decyborg 

2D5  Supermrck  4.05  Gambling  Gunner 


1 13143  GOOD  HUES  13  (BFJF&S)  (Vte  D  ft&reoo)  B  Kafl  1241 — . B  West  (7)  88 


portal  up.  U  — usafe 
m  5— dimed  t*>. 


ta..So-fi»nfBnn  [F  —  M.  P—  hub  BF  —  beaten  Imute  n  bkd  tacej. 

U  —  incaM  rider. .  B  —  bnujpd  Being  «  ehtti  lose  has  mu  (T  —  ten.  (pod  to 
turn.  had.  6-oood.  S-sott.  pod  to  ad. 


cfcqurffed).  tWs  pbk.  DpanH  Zl,  7L-  SZZ+iT -rf 
osHng.  FffM.  (B-htatos.  V— dw.  H-  ”7?  fte»  to  hradefc  TataerAgtMl 
hood  E— EyesHeid.  C  —  comewtana.  D —  "B0&  Wer  phis  »y  dtanwe.  The  Trees 
(feting  wine  CD  — nose  red  ddanct 


Tndeeper's  q«d  rating 


GOING;  GOOD 


TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


1.00  ORCHARD  POtntMN  SELLING  HMBHCAP  HURDLE 

(£1^89;  2m  If)  (11  rumers) 


2.05  SCOTTISH  BH/fTABUyjOCKEYS  ASSOCIATION  NOVICE  HANOfCAP 
CHASE  (£4^80;  2m  3f)  (12  runnem) 


101  12-90S4  HMfl S01F DUmo ZD (F^) (Onstc UW S^nd) I R Best 4-T1-10 _  HARqpdd  87 

in?  osowf  _ _ _ pnre«g  « 

103  43«M  KUBaTT26(LHBaHrerSMnl-VHae4L&Bict7-TI4 _ ■  Mr  0  Meftod  R  73 

1M  DISMS  UU«UW2B|CDfl?D IM1B DeMo 74M _ ^ _ GUpm  79 

105  1538)36  B9C01K7  |pi.G£]  MtCStM)ianASUM7-114)  _ _ taUI  80 

106  8Z4Q04  H6HEST ROOTS  10 (R tea) DWBOteS-n-0 _ WUretan  - 

w  4G0  OBaDS  26  ad  SondlfeSdOM  6-10-0 _ _ _ APUcto  86 

IDS  6M34K  UTIL£HOOUBAN2(V^DL01GlMWSap«B-1fr8 _ _ _ IAs*»{3)  85 

109  050600  C00Q9E28  EB.CDJ)  R  lUuWMrW  _ _ VSUrey  80 

110  00P064  UBS  MGHT  OWL 63  tf  Tjta)  R tasl  6-WM  _ _ Jftwt  83 

111  PB3H0  USE  19  (B)  (Leogdei  RatogChfa)  N  Bfetage  5-WM _ B  Reton  - 

BET1M&  94  lUe  HosBpn.  11-9  Heart.  6-1  tare  Gul  DbnmL  Lua  Ije.  8-1  WkP  Melody,  10-1  otoes 

198&  UTTl£  HOOU8M  5-TV10  R  AhRsoe  fS-1)  8  Edrenta  tfl  oa 


'  ^  Hever  BafiDiariand  5^d!  48i  Readable  in  2m  Fateftam 

selfing  handicap  hunae  (good)  Hubert  7UI  3rd  to  FQon  kt  2m 
■ SWtord  sellng  hutQe  [good)  udh  (Swiss  tSlb  hOter  cfl)  72  93» 
and  Ericcfti  {5fc  batter  oS)  70  life.  Laura  Lye  171 5&  to  wrtneniDriimsmZm  llsefflng 
hwfie  hen  (goad  la  ftm)  wtih  Coochto  (4fl)  better  ad)  241 9th.  Uttle  HooSgan  neck  2nd  to-Cotooy 
Panes  n  Jtfflcw  setting  /and) cap  turtle  (good). 

•  tOetmF  DtAWOND  on  Mid  jd  Utte  Hooigan .  • 


301  034-231 

302  31151/0 

303  331-225 

304  31-2554 

305  34-2120 

306  4BP42-. 

307  /3R2253 
SIB  4663/5 

309  6KTO 

310  0F-4U 

311  /PM03 
31?  QPP3A- 
Long  hredop:  Duwkta  Whl  9-8. 

BETTW&3-1  iariems.  7-2  SweanU.  7-1  Soring  Surtse:  Ifedv  Bento.  M  Oak.  IneSw  Tempi! 
10-1  Bees.  12-1  otoea 

1996c  DfOABSOy  8-11-0  B  Jahnsen  6-7)  B  Btonb  5  m 


a) _ APIteCc*  88 

Phtodgesfr-IMO  ..  Jttante(7)  79 

tig  5-1 1-5 _ BFentoe  - 

I- 5 _ MA«zpaaW100 

II- 2  ..  . . GSqto(5)102 

11  _ _ JCufciJy  - 

_ marram  83 

_ B  PcMt  79 

to  7-10-7 _ SHcM  60 

_ _ ATlasmon  89 

km _ HioiiBPwtn  as 

_ to  GdSBu  (T)  - 


1 .30  WEATHHBYS  STATISTICAL  RECORD  MAIDEN  HUlfflLE 

(£2,734:  2m  t(J  (14  rumac)  • 

201  HOMO  ABOVE  SUSFOON  27  (Ms  J  nntotot  E  L  J*«s  5-11-6  .  J  fl  Kaoract  n 

202  P/B2  AH9AL  VSV  42  (E  Bud/)  W  B  II 1 ton  MI-5  _ — - - i  J  Paw  {7}  97 

203  BEARD  SCRIPT  9BF  (A  RtjpjW)  Ms  S  Wttam  4-11-5 - -  8  UcM  - 

204  0P-.  RVE  BOVS  229  (Us  S  M»|)  R  Hndgm  MI-5 - T  Distort*  _ 

203  3120-  MUG  HOLE  246  ®  (D  IBM)  J  DU  MI-5 - : -  U  A  Ftegertl  - 

206  3250-  MNB  OF  TW  BLUB*  195  p  Mtonsew)  J  Bag  5-11-6 - J  WWy.  - 

207  W  N0RIHBW  GREY  17  (A  Themn)  A  Curt  MI-5 - T  JlfarplW  75 

206  U0/3FP-  ROT  FOR  PARROT  235P  0  BnreMO  P  Hrts  MI-5 - G  Tenniy  - 

209  2U/B5/  R0LAMD  1B64P  0  S»»0  P  Mrty  8-11-5 - L  AepM  Pj  - 

210  63-  RUMPaSILTOTI  227  (X  UM  H  How  6-T1-5 - B  Pwel  - 

211  5  SP0RIWG  CHANCE  8  (H  Cfmn)  R  Rod  MI-5  .  — - - JfitoJ  - 

272  2P-  BB.TDN  ARSENAL  12F  {Bectoes  Foons  Ertl  K  tostap  5-11-5  G  Srepto  S  79 

213  500(H)  FBE  SPOT  15  (Resto  Sohreb  Ud)  N  Limpid  M1-0 - C  Wbt  B)  84 

5  TWO  TO  TANB0  52  (F  Mfe  8  W  MM  M  IubtaHtiHes  4-11-0  C  Ltewedyc  ffi 
BET1WG:  9-4  King  Mrie.  7-2  VMm  Anred.  4-1  Tre  To  Inga.  6-1  Ktag  01  The  Store  10-1  edm 
199&  RDSHICRANT2 4-11-12  N  WBtawni  (*»B  W)  Mss  YBBtams  13  ran 

Aerial  Vtaf  U  2nd  to  Northern  Dmrrc  h  2m  1J  sefltoo  lanSe  here 
Ifam).  Wng  Hole  2Bi  15th  to  Florida  Pearl  hi  2m  Chettettan  NH 
i .  ~ ~~«r»  -rag  ~  aa  rht  race  (good  to  6rm).  Rumpebastti  141 3rd  to  Zandm  In  2m 
Chepstow  nance  hunfle  (good).  Weflm  Anml  pliied  m  ■ i2m  Ylltoanton  maidat  hunJfcftgocft, 
prcwHEly  *1 2rafto  Tristan's  hnape  in  &n  maiden  lurfe  here  (good).  Two  To  Tango  1 51 5fli  to 
tofanwus  m  bn  Hereford  nonce  hurtle  (good  to  firm). 

RUMPELST1USKW  can  pid  Chepstow  experience  to  flood  use 


5555323  S^iermttc  heat  Dr  Rodat  31  in  2m  Phmpton  haadicap  dose 
fvJC mS-  (good  to  firm).  Lostomos  191  5th  to  roto  Ridge  o  2Wm 
iwirarton  notoce  hurtle  (good).  SWEelagh  Oak  8i4lno  top  Me 
h  Mnd  to  an  Ealer  novice  handtap  dose  (good)  wllh  CaraJtor  (4b  woraa  ofl).  betoan  a 

dstaflca.  atL  Brass  161  2nd  to  Partrananlartre  m  3m  Sandmn  norice  handicap  dasa  (good), 
Csit  Say  241 3ri  to  GlamaraBU  in  2m  51  Uhmeter  nonce  handicap  chase  (good);  Spring  Sunrise 
291  3rd  to  Peace  Lord  In  fin  Fatonham  notice  chase  (good). 

Saids  Pols  171 3rd  to  Storm  Ron  to  2ra  31  Hereford  norice  handicap  chase  igoori)  with  kvfian 
Tanrrple  (48)  worse  ofl)  -441  60l 

SUPBIMCK  won  well  at  Ptumpton  and  cat  complete  double 


2.35  SOUTH  WEST  RACING  CUIB  AMATEUR  RIDERS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£1,917:  2m  3f  110yd)  (10  nmners) 


401  11MP45  MBLELY  42  |C£OS)  (Me  C  W*B)  8  Atow  16-11-10 . J  Tezart  (5)  92 

402  161154-  BORN  TO  PLEASE  2DS  mfi  (4  8  S  JtartJ  P  Hobbs  MM  .  R  IMIto  «  89 

403  E5122  m*A  51  «/)  (Bed  The  Book)  P  dm*  5-11-0 - C  Booara  S)  S? 

4M  43U2335  PAR  OF  JAQS  B  (FA  (Sefdaro  Buccwaws]  P  HMta  7-10-10  R  VHdger  ffi  95 

405  .  U4V34  REACH  FOR  GLORY  ITDff.B)  (8  ftcTent)  Bohan  IWanb  8-10-6  SBtidMfi(7}  BG 
408  405013-  C0LMTRY  TARDUM  1B7  (S)  (Mb  C  Mil  R  Hodm*  5-165  R  VNfcy  @  83 
«7  45-1361  A  S  JU  4JD/fl  (H  Jems)  0  D1W  MM -  H  DSwr  @110 

408  110PJ0  TOP  StoPPS)  22  f&S)  (V  Bnrow»)  V  Eraenay  61M  _  .  0  HcM  ft  » 

409  3-23353  IKOG  15  fl  U  Joseph)  J  Jnsqrii  6160 - Mss  Mata  Rth to  ft  99 

410  NMPP  SWHTLY  tfep&H)  38  (T  B^r)  C  Jones  6160 - Mss  B  Bowl  (7)  - 

Lena  Too  Skn»  613.  Ubta  611.  Swdhr  Cfepowd  60 

BETTRG:  61 A  S  Jre.  94  Zrta.  61  Bom  To  Ptase  61  Catrtif  X»tjin.  7-1  P»«  0(  ticte.  M  Nabl^.  161 


1886!  MW  Rtff  7-U-6  CWgws  (M)  8 HxaSssan  TT  an 


tahr  131 5th  to  Northern  Drums  in  2mil  Taunton  seUrng  hurdte 
i).  Bom  To  Pieasa  beaten  a  itstance  tasJ  oi  4  to  ScuTliaaTe 


COURSE  SPECIAUSTS 


TRAINERS 

N  BaUnge 
J  Old 
P  Hobbs 
M  P*e 
N  Hawte 
G  btawris 


JOCKEYS 

i  TtzanJ 

J  Kawna^i 
6  T(*me» 

B  few* 


Mwn  Wdns  % 
3  8  375 


Fabutan  in  2V4m  Plumplon  nwice  hodle  [nod  to  Enn)  PafrOf  Jam  211  58i  to  Bamapcu  in  2m 
Nsatoo  Abbot  imkatantasp  dose  {good  to  fintf.  Coacdry  Tanpin  161 3W  to  Brae  Tornado  in 
Wm  Neraton  Add  hsrdcap  hurtle  (nood  to  sofl).  A  S  Jm  bear  Emso  Ririo  71  in  2m  Wart ck 
harafican  hunfls  (good).  Top  Stopper  35H  llthtolta  Brener  In  2m3  Eseta  hwafiap  tanfle  (good) 
MRrig  wi  Sd  to  loifl  Cuan  in  254 m  Fortwfi  seftng  hmheap  bunfe  (good) 

COUNTRY  TAMUM  looks  wall  treated  enhBbestfarniandisnpenlo  Hnprawmenl 


22  273 

91  193 


33  152 

40-  150 


Blinkered  first  time 


UNGHELD  PARK  1220  WWzz  Kid.  1230  Muhandte.  1.50  Fast  Franc  225  Edan 
HefeWa.  Lapessa.  MARKET  RASOC  1.40  Sheraz.  3.45  Prussia 


2.45  AIR  PRODUCTS  JUVENILE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-0:  £2,999: 2m  If  110yd)  (15) 


SPORT  41 


Wandering  light  jumps  the  last  on  his  way  to  victory  in  the  Egdon  Novices’  Chase  at  Worcester  yesterday 


3.05 


EGERTON  ANNIVERSARY  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£2.840: 3m)  (10  runners) 


BMP-3  GfflA GREUMSH 33 0^aS) (Ms 5 So*) N Twrisn-ttonB  11-1  M3  CltawriRnlO? 
£C2  544-643  LAXE  OF  LDUGWEA  B  (BTi)  IMS  H  Diftj)  %  Bafcf  7-11-11  ....  A  Horton  95 

503  4-10122  DtBaiE  17  ffjG)  (W  Lee)  J  Ktag  7-11-10  . . -  JbMy  87 

504  1&6FQ'  SIPS)  HALT  702  (FjBS)  (F  AUsan)  S  l4«Wan  611-3 .  6  Upton  - 

SB  451434  DREAM  LEADS)  37  (F)  (M  Robots)  M  J  BsOets  7-1613 _ APMcCoy  90 

506  43F2P5-  JAILBREAKEH 175 (63) (Jar frMstnp) B U41<n»  161612  —  -DSatar(5)86 

50T  4I«55-  ETffllE  JACK 227  (B.CB.S)  IK Behsc)  k  Bota>  161611  _  RCnane  85 

SOB  32-1304  rrs  WOT  MY  BV1T  no  flJjmei)  fi  ftr»  6 IM .  Jftnfl  £7 

509  PPP603  RYT0N  RUN  10  (OfJSf  (W  DM)  Ms  S  Odd  12-167 . —  BFaasn  80 

510  P3FP-6S  UJOW)  PU  28  (CDJ.6S)  1C  Spenew)  A  Bwim  13-167  Ifc  0  MePhal  (7)  86 
BETTWC:  7-2  Ghti  tocBgS.  4-1  IMe  01  Loupra.  Drawn  Lcxfea.  62  DuteUe.  7-1  Jrtreate.  161  of«'. 

1990:  LA  IGBUY  6163  D  MM  (61)  M-.  J  Kaabe  6  ire 


D  Srtr  (5)  86 
RGraww  85 
Jfhsr  £7 


Copper  Boy  gives 
Powell  incentive 


By  Chris  McGrath 


r-~  Qi»  Gneuiagh  AW  3rt  to  Top  Amin  m  3m  Sangor  handicap 

FORlffHXXK  rttme  (good)  Lake  01  Loughna  151  3rd  to  Monym&s  m  3m 

_■ .  -  -  /  l  Kempton  hanficap  chase  (good  to  Orm).  Duhtfle  3BI  2nd  to 

Partwnentarian  in  2m  Towcnsto  hank  cap  chase  (good  to  him).  Super  MM  271  tad  at  8  to  Emily 
Player  m  334m  FoOssfeme  handicap  chase  (good)  Dream  Leader.  3rd  whan  ted  13tfi  n  3 Vim 
Ptumpton  handicap  dess  (flood).  Jal breaker  291 5&  to  Mr  Ptayhdl  m  2V4m  Exeter  handier  chase 
(ooqJl  Steeple  jack  iSiStoto  Iriertmr,  Dream  m  3mi(  Towcester  hanfic^  chase  (good  to  firm) 
ITs  Not  My  feuit  331 4th  to  Professor  Page  m  3m1l  Itarte)  Rasen  rmica  handicap  chase  (good  to 
firm)  Ryton  Run  rfatonce  3rd  to  Nonrannge  in  2m5f  Plumplon  hand  rap  chase  (good  to  firm). 

6HLA  GNEUIAGH  can  improve  on  his  promising  teappearauo 


3.35  SKYLARK  NOVICES  HUlfflLE  (£2,814:  3m  110yd)  (10  runneis) 

ail  12131-2  DECYBORG  28  (FJ3)  (T  HbB)  U  Ppa  611-5 _  A  P  McCoy  1(0 

EtB  4254-10  GAMAY  23  fDSS)  U  Bart)  N  M(cM  7-11-5  _  . .  C  Llewelyn  100 

603  DP-P21P  ST  Id BDON  LEISURE  21  (F)  (Si  Metro  Estias  Ltd)  N  Hart  MI-5  A  Horton  98 
804  6  EAGER  BEAVER  243  (The  Ikdm  do)  N  TrtonDMS  61617  ..  T  Jeters  90 

605  44  MASTER  UUBBJJ  21  (P  Stew)  R  tkxt&s  6(617  _  T  teentew  99 

GOG  /500-GP  SBtRA  fCVADA  31  (P  Bwtreil  N  Hart  61612  .  _  R  Greene  84 

607  6360P  WEAVER  SQUARE  1DB  lErtc  Brt)  P  bertr.  61612  ._  .  ...  D  - 

608  3P3O-U0  HVDBH1A  14  (Us  T  fminglon)  Mis  T  Pilregtre  7-10-7  .. ..  C  Wehb  (5)  79 

609  PPP0P6  ULLY  THE  FLLY  246  (E  Lanes.  D  Joes  A  E  Hpo)  Mis  B  Wrtg  6167  E  Byrne  78 
BID  3060  GOLDEN  ULY  10  (lbs  M  Fretabn)  Gey  Kellreey  6160  .  .  M  A  Fogmfel  75 

BET7ME:  5-2  Decfiarg.  7-7  Gwiwy  Itart  UVfeM.  62  S  Mdfao  feme  61  Eager  Beam.  16  7  afar. 
199B:  HttCY  M0URT  61612  N  WiKansan  (64  bk)  N  ttdar  9  ire 


Decyborg  1 1 1 2nd  to  Danger  Bdby  in  3m  Tairttm  hanctop  chax 
V H}RM  iDGtiS  (good  to  arm)  Garay  161  7Bi  to  Vitaman  n  2 Vim  Chepstow 
'  -  ‘  -  -  I  novice  tiadle  (good). 

St  Mdftm  Letaure  previously  beta  Mated  Dancer  2Hl  in  Wincanton  novice  hurdle  (Am)  an 
penultimate  start.  Eager  Beaver  431 7th  to  Shekels  in  2m  UtknHv  novice  hurtle  (good)  Master 
MAMd  161  4th  to  Since  Kinky  In  2m  WincaBon  novice  hiarte  (good).  Golden  Lly  201  Btti  to 
Maggie  Sbait  m  ZKm  Plurrpton  maiden  hurtle  (good  to  tern). 

DECYBORG,  mvertiig  to  hurtles  rtf  a  spefi  dosing,  stolid  outclass  a  wetar  held 


4.05  WEATRERBYS  STARS  OF  TOMORROW  OPffl  NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT 

(£1^08:  2m  If)  (13  runners) 


1  1  ORSWBJ.1HATEN5WEU  8  (DJ)  (R  Wngpll  P  Hobbs  611-11  MrR1Md^r(7)  - 

2  3  AUTUMN  BLUNDER  21  (Ms  Otaen  torts)  A  Cretel  611-4  X  Afapere  (5)  - 

3  BAMBLMG  SUIMER  (Ms  J  (tatetowi  M  P**  611-C - ...  APMcCoy  - 

4  6  HOTH.  CASOffl  225  (Sn  Beta  ton)  A  Dim  61 M _  6  Tnrmey  - 

5  60  LUCKY  TOUCH  152  (toOgaban  Fren  Sun  W  MW  4-1 M  -  A  Bates  (S|  - 

6  SALFORD  OUAY  (A  Ihonus*)  Ms  J  Rmw  4-11-4 . R  ferret  - 

7  (VP-  SPMtSH  RIVER  Z50P  (Ms  S  BartErt  N  Lwipaid  611-4 .  6  Upton  - 

6  6  SPRUCE  LODGE  28B  (Ms  W  Jam*)  J  King  611-1  _  _...  S  Houston  (7)  - 

8  STRONG  BREW  (Lady  Sr  Ctoc-fed.  J  fens* I  A  Bale*  5-tl-r  MRMUfcy(5)  - 

10  vmwiG  TOWN  «  n  G  Racws)  P  FsmH  4-11-4  . . .  L  fenny  - 

11  0  INDUN  LEffl®  78  (F  &  E  Adga)  Ms  S  «Wiwns  61613  Soplta  Ifcdrf  pi  - 

12  SECRET  ROSE  (Ms  D  JWrts)  U  fe  61613  - .  8  tarota  B)  - 

13  VAUANT  MUGHY  pk*  UK  Rac*B  A  FitovSS^  Omt  H  Chias  41613  P  Ryan  (7)  - 

BETTMG:  61  OnrehlBiensnA.  61  6an4dng  tom.  Slung  Bra*.  61  SallonJ  tewy.  161  Olm 

TS96:  IflCMS  6T1-4  A  P  McCoy  <6H«  Burte  TO  ire 


raaszsasssa  OrswrtBterBweU  beta  Cosy  Rata  2JSI  in  2m11  Newton  AtoX  MH 
f-OCUS  Bta  race  (good  to  him).  Autumn  Btonder  3%l  3rt  to  Karnond  Hail 
in  2m  LuBow  NH  Ras  race  (good  to  him).  GamMng  Gunner. 
Gunner  3  gelding,  out  ot  toe  wimwg  chaser  Wrtd  Way.  Lucky  Touch  221  7th  to  Double  Star  hi 
114  m  A total  Rasen  NH  flat  rare  ( flood  to  Bro).  Salfert  tt«y.  TOto  s  Bide  fleJdtoa  ari  o)  a  wiy 
ligtety-raced  mare  Spruce  Lodge  42!  8th  to  Nosy  Miner  in  2m  Wbxaton  NH  fiat  race  [good) 
Strong  Brew.  Shong  Gale  raking,  halt-brother  to  winning  jumper  Buddvuse  Boy.  Whnhg  Town. 
Jester  gefafing.odoftherennng  stayer  LtmGirL  Secret  Rose.  Oorylln  mare.  Old  oi  toe  winning 
hurdler  Levadme  Rose 


BRENDAN  POWELL  may 
be  in  the  autumn  of  his 
riding  career,  but  racegoers 
at  Newbury  yesterday  saw 
that  this  can  be  the  season 
most  worth  savouring. 

The  perplexing  dearth  of 
runners  —  only  30  horses 
contested  a  card  staged  on 
perfectly  decent  going  — 
could  not  dull  a  glorious 
afternoon  for  National 
Hunt  aficionados  who  wit¬ 
nessed  a  performance  of 
considerable  promise 
against  the  background  of 
crimson  trees  in  die  bade 
straight 

Copper  Boy's  successful 
debut  over  fences  in  the 
Halloween  Novices'  Chase 
ensured  that  Powell  has 
every  incentive  to  ride  on. 
even  when  Dublin  Flyer’s 
own  retirement  brings  an 
end  to  one  of  the  most 
popular  jumping  partner¬ 
ships  of  recent  years. 

While  they  will  once 
again  threaten  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  grandstand  roof  if  re¬ 
peating  their  Murphy's 
Gold  Cup  triumph  of  two 
years  ago  on  Saturday,  Pow¬ 
ell  has  a  potential  successor 
in  Copper  Boy.  But  while 
Dublin  Flyer  has  always 
distinguished  himself  by  the 
buoyant  flair  of  his  jump¬ 
ing.  the  imposing  Copper 
Boy  has  not  yet  tamed  his 
raw  power  with  any  great 
subtlety  —  requiring  much 
skilful  honing  by  his  trainer. 
Bob  Buckler. 

The  lightly  raced  eight- 


year-old  produced  some 
really  attacking  leaps  for 
Powell,  notably  going  down 
the  back  straight,  but  equal¬ 
ly  looked  naive  when  har¬ 
ried  by  the  odds-on 
favourite;  Northern  Star¬ 
light,  and  jumped  queasily 
to  the  left  in  the  straight  as 
the  race  took  its  toff  in  terms 
of  both  mental  and  physical 
effort.  Nonetheless  this  per¬ 
formance  makes  Copper 
Boy  the  most  promising 
novice  of  the  season  to  date, 
his  eight-length  victim  hav¬ 
ing  had  some  smart  rivals 
under  control  when  left 
dear  at  Chepstow  last 
Saturday. 

“He’s  the  .best  horse  I've 
trained,  but  he’s  had  his 
problems  and  he's  always 
pretty  nerve-wracking  as  a 
result,”  Buckler  said.  “In  an 
ordinary  novice  chase  noth¬ 
ing  could  live  with  him.  but 
he  tried  to  rush  things  when 
taken  on,  when  Northern 
Starlight  tried  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  inexperience.  In 
front  he  settled  and  jumped 
nicely  —  he’s  been  doing  a 
lot  of  work  with  Yogi 
Breisner." 

The  vulnerability  behind 
Copper  Boy's  prowess  was 
underlined  when  he  broke  a 
blood  vessel  when  second 
favourite  for  the  Coral  Cup 
at  the  Cheltenham  Festival, 
but  there  is  no  doubting  that 
he  has  the  basic  talent  to 
return  there  for  the  Royal 
SunAllianoe  Novices'  Chase 
next  March. 


0RSWB1THATEMSWELL  to  bed  to  toose  wtai  egcneace,  tad  vulneaUe  urate  a  penalty 


YESTERDAY'S  RESULTS 


9  0000  FAST  FRANC  19  (BJ)S)  5  C  Vftl&wc  61  MjrtnDwyal  rvcWUL 

10  0400  JONATHAN'S  Sn.  43  J  Dntpr  60 - PFtssey  (3)8  Gonw  good 

11  6054  PMJP  41  c  Qwie  60  .  .  _ JQumB  |  (hwdfesi) 

12  0400  AB5TW  PET  6M.  7  P  Bars  7-C  ....  A  McCarthy  (7)  9 

13  0000  MUM'S  MACK  38  X  kwy  7-12 . .  N  titans  4 

14  00  MSS  LADY  LVOAIOSJPortn  7-10  . .  F  Norton  2 

7-2  M  Afioftti  Tm.  62  Pti».  6-1  C*  Bata.  Fart  Franc.  7-1  Aigetea,  Doreg* 

Sare.  61  Lagal  Uri  161  news 


THUNDERER 

1.10  Our  Kits.  1.40  General  Haven.  2.15  Feel  The 
Power.  2.45  Du  Las  Bay.  3.15  Double  Achievement. 
3.45  Toby  Brown. 

Timekeeper’s  top  rating:  2.15  FEEL  THE  POWER. 


til 


GOING:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  9i  PLACES) 


1.10  CARAD0H  MIRA  CONOmONAL 

J0CKETS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,390:  2m  If  110yd)  (10  runners) 

.  me  rote  i a  ransi  U  Swrarata  612-0 

Ffcarad  612-0 


THUNDERER 

12-20  Ivor’s  Deed.  12.50  Curzon  Street  1-20  Blue 
Lamp.  1 .50  FHnup.  2-25  Largesse.  2J35  African-ParcL 
3.25  Rubamma.  3.55  Palacegate  Tout*. 


Newbury 

GomgjjgooG  lo  tom  I  chase  cousel,  good 

120  pm  1 10yd  tefe)  1.  WLLSWICK  (A  P 
McCoy.  615  lav).  2.  Shhnba  H3te  <D 
Bridgwalcf,  7-11:  a  Javteto  Cool  IB 
Thornton.  1611  ALSO  HAN  3  Into  The  Web 
(4tm  4  ran  101. 4L  d st  J  hng  a)  Swindon. 
Tote:  £1  40  DF.  £3-30  CSF  £4.17 


3.40  Cm  61  novd  hrJoi  1.  More  Cham¬ 
pagne  (D  Parker.  12-1).  2.  NutTy  Sole/a 
1611:3.  CrwlM  Men  f2£-1)  Onyouiov>ri  62 
lav  II  ran  ll.  51  Mrs  D  Thomsen  Tcte 
£1680.  £1 .40.  £360.  EE  10  DF  £74  10 
Trier.  £314.60  CSF-  £705  52  Tntasr 
CL  441  70 

Placapot  £2,794.50.  OuadpoC  £316.60. 


GOING:  STANDARD 

DRAW:  5F-1M.  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


2.25  BRIAN  60UL01NG  CONDITIONS  STAKES 

(£3,306: 1m  4f)  (8) 


:  12.20  BOTHER  HANDICAP  (Divl:  £1,649: 71)  (11) 


ECtabtftre  109 


15.  0 

64  Wk  Bw,  7-2  Ftateto.  7-1  Narontao.  61  Sid  Mrt  Bad.  161  Mngdan 
Brpan.  J ittba  ta  14-1  Create  Fata*.  161  otas 


_  F  LaaM 


;365  0URKRS14 

3  Si  vunm«  ffii T feirtu 611-9 R Ttarton  98 

5  ^23  TAWTCH 10  (BJF^J^)j»W  -  JVSfif  gg 

c  non.  oft  MfNi  ?fT7  A/ Si  M  itHnstf  6-1P-12  —  ® 

■gsssliBSSja^i 

IB  ,T»-  WHITEWEBB 1086  PS)  B  Mfngr  16160  -  D  J 
,14  orogo.  7-r  say  Mwy.  »M  Qmbb«  Wrca.  7-1  Taprti.  !61  tea. 


1.40  sbjork  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£3.197: 2m  IMIOyiJ)  (19)  •  _ 

l^ssjr.viBuap^Sgg 

5“Sg'F-!*S  : 
■  s  - 

_ 

2  1 5  JACKSON  BUBJHNG  CSITIES  NOVlCfiS  CHASE 

iZZSSiBiisss™  ^ses  a 

ssfissis^aSf-sLiBsJ’Ss; 

i  ,«*  sfiisss®  : 


3.15  CARAD0N  IDEAL  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.929:  3m  11)  (9) 

1  54U  DAW  OAK  14  (CDlFAA- J  Crts  11-11-13 - D  Byrne  105 

2  F26  NAUGHTY  FUTURE  28(DJSJi)  J  J  CTflsfll  611-1?  _ _ 

RMcGnta(EJ  108 

3  413  TRE  WHOLE  HOG  7  (BFJXF)'K  BaBey  61M  NYtemsca  97 

A  24Z-  COOLE HU. 2S9jG) DMrtiscn 611-8, - AUapfei  104 

5  /PSD  MR  FIDGE  33  (Ffl  M  Sooeebf  1611-2  U  H  fertte  (5)  - 

6  54D-  MN0WIY  MAJOR  18?  (B.S)  P  QMtrogh  61610 

RJuEnson  1 06 

7  366  0BS6 HARSHML303 J Hteta MO-9 - ASSiWi  S7 

g  FIJI  FORT ZETOAAM 18 (RWBSSbBi 7-165 - RGrata  100 

9  P-P3  D0UBLE  ADBEVBCmT IBM  Pipe  7-10-0 - C  Mart  107 

2-1  Cotta  W.3-IT1»  Wide  H#6  61  teogKy  Frti.  61  Dak  Ote.  12-1  Fort 
ZMttro.  161  Dote  Aetewoaste.  261  Itajoly  Mrt.  Data  Urttal.  361  M 
'  Ftd£B 


60  HKaiMd (7)6 
10  MBafeMor@2 
ChnylBan  rn  5 

-  JB^rfti 

12  J  ratafias  H 
A  McCarthy  (51 11 

- DSaceney9 

_ P  Fessry  3 

—  MnoDaraT 
..  PDi*_e)8 

.  R  SretinO  (7)  10 


45  4-67  .  W  Ryan  B 

W5-62 -  PDoa(7)5 

_ :  -  HMgbamZ 

■2 _ -  D  Sweeney  (3)  4 

*667  ..  DmDNtaO 
■2 - UawiDwyot 

34-10 - jrtg*7 

_ SOnwt 


7-5  Rta  A  Pmce.  62  FtoaL  61  Edan  Heqfe.  N0a  Cly.  7-1 
X- 1  fttaar  Attane.  Prtmo. 


2.55  BOOKER  FOODSERVICE  HANDICAP 

(Dtv  11:  £2.479: 1m  21)  (11) 


61  fenet  Man  Sprtfror-  62  tareo.  7-1  Royal  GerliM.  I6T  ethos. 


3.45  emiNDSOS  HANDICAP  HURDUE 

(£2,338:  Zm5f  110yd)  (13) 

j  31J-  ^SMO0T>B227(V^JRCSete6l2-0FLfirtR  B- 

2M5  JAaOOMtWKUMTEtartt-IVB--^  fftoSjl  1W 

3  2234  B0URD0MlS1Mf£)Mfetrwd611-4lirJD»tes(3  .94 

4  016  SLEEPY  RWB1 205^5)  JJ  0  MB  61M  .  RMeflntt  (5]  - 

5  B36  DOUBLE  ATOIT 194  BAJJHitadJctiwfiB  611 -4  A  Delon  S3 
61122  FWEflASS7(ro/AS)rtSSnltiH1-3 — RGoeS  97 

J  53-1  TOBY  B80WI  ffi  (ETDtadrisr  4-11-1 - AMiguta  102 

fl  4F5  PRUSSIA  6  (VflFfl  *  Qa»  6lM - R  JrtfiWt  108 

a  135  JUBRAJf  ZS  CR  J  Dodds  11-166  .-J - SDndtoy  106 

10  424  POMTEVEEm  19  {D£)  K  Mart  6166 - A  fMl  W 

11  016  RDTHAM  229(G)  8  Retortl  6164  ... - --RSppe  ffl 

12  4P3  NDCATCHM 19  WAS) K Uojn 6162  —  PWort  {5)  90 

13  21-8  iaEW0M2«(WJAWoCCTOlH61..-lL*ll»»  84 


12.50  B00KB1  HANDICAP  (E2.492: 1m  21)  (ID 

1  S553  MA5TD(  BEVELED  7  (C£S)  P  feres  7-612  _  A  McCarbr  (7)  G 
?  latB  REHTY  HO  46  (VACLS)  P  Mteto  6610 - T  Sprite  3 

3  4530  CURilM STREET  «  D  Baotb  669 - SDmnai 

4  0000  MUHAMXS  3  (Vfl  C  l  Moots  4-64 - Candy  Hate  !B 

5  0004  »WRto0EB£W9M Hate «-615 - PF«sreffl2 

6  0004  W«ft  16 f)R «■* 3-M - WRjmfl 

7  0500  HAHM  JMfiS  14  (B)  P  Hath  3-67 - AC*BM4 

B  256  ROMAtOGOKSOWM 335  (CflB Stan 444  ...  JCUn7 
9  320  MUAZH SAP SZfeMUO 44M Ararat) Sndssil- 

10  BM5  MULTI FRftmaSE 21  ffZU)  H  Floras 4-7-13  —  MrttDaysS 

11  440  MSJWH0GH15 21  Ktorte 67-10 — - P0oe(7)8 

l-l  Uadar  Bmtad.  6i  CUan  Stoat.  162  HextaSge  Boy.  161  oBtoto. 


1  0000  ETKBAAT 10  §J3)  M  tfctaon-£Ks  6611 - ACtarft4 

2  3365  SWEET  SUPPOSH  54  (V.CO)  C  Dnyei  669  ..  R  Crataaa  9 

3  0000  VBGATUTY 9 R  Johson  Huujhton 4-94  .  SMlMOrtflB 


««  AY?Sl!Sli  3£0(2m110ydhdte)  1. CHEBRYMOHE  [R 

9004  PALBflMDBt  7  41  3  Do*  34-11 - P  Dm  ft  10  Fanara.  7- IV  2,  Coiltery  ftw.  (M  A 

SSSffSSSfiLW&ftRil&Sitt r  ••  JET. I  si (c uUse. 


J  101D  ftFRCAA-PftftD 63  fbfM  0 H**  Jwrs 68-5  . .  S0nm2 

a  4000  MlRIlfin  SAGA  37  C  Dn*o  44-4 . . T  Spate  1 

S  2000  SOLD CUTOI 7 Mtote 3-7-13 - 0B«s7 

ID  6305  COLOUR  COUNSELLOR  17  (BAF)  B  Ftom  4-7-(0  —  J  (few  5 

II  0400  MASTS!  BOBBY  112 B  Ftaf  67-10 - — .  JLfita3 

lUGwsanown.  61  Mdeaivfed.  61  Wrara.  6raa  Supposn.  61  atan. 


1 .20  ARDN  MAIDEN  STAKES  {£2294: 6f)  (12) 

1  0600  DURABLE  GEORGE  10J  J  Mger  344 - JOtttal 

7  5000  L0GE PBTT LAD 7 J Bridger 660 -  Ftotan2 

3  DOS  AUBJA  JANE  26  L  Madam  fed  3-8-11  —  DaneOlW3 

4  5440  BLUE  LAMP 63  MJaneM-11 -  RCortaoe4 


5  0600  CHEF'S L/OY  1(0 J 5 Mom S-B-11 - PCtaarjffttt 

6  460  JUHFlHTlfflhW-rt . —  UaKisWrftO 


3-1  Tody  Broro.  1H  Ftrt  Ftaga,  61  «*  &mna  61  Bnitono  161 
tadsw  fei  Saepy  Bnr.  Jteta  12-i-BBm. 


,  Sleepy  ffinr.  JMta  12-led** 

COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


7  0000  NUCHA  LADY  7  J  Ft*  34-Tl - -  SDrewelO 

I  0640  omOWTAGAK  2B  N  Httader  5-611 -  CLo*9w[3)5 

9  626  5HARAZMIATAZ45EK toy M-11 - MrtnD^er? 

W  006  SHARP  HOVE  349  B  hate  68-11 -  UBalMfl* 

II  8000  SURE  10 DREAU 30 R Redes 4-611 - RPMamB 

12  0000  •CTTLE’  T  J  ftn  S-5-T  f _ _  OffStan 

2-1  Bite  Lara  3-1  Otonoogata.  7-2  Aada  Jn.  7-1  Stmaaimar.61  atom 


3.25  E  B  F  WYE  MAH) 01  STAKES 

(2-Y-0:  £3,159: 1m)  (11) 

1  00  BOLD  LEGACY  6  M  Mta  60  - MartnDvrB 

?  ODCB  LONG  ELAND  12  R  fenro  94 - Ura»Q1*ffi2 

3  8040  ■OHIWa.IlflHIbM - - UtO»i 

4  0000  RED RKK 131  P Hurt 9-0  — . .  -  ACUSbhII 

5  0043  RUGAUAA27P«rtyn60 -  HComaneS 

6  SAM4YS  SHUFFLE  R  Hero  60  .. - J  Lowe  7 

7  D  BATCHWQRTH  KUE  23  E  WKdei  8-9  -  S  Cason  (7)  6 

B  0  IHm OWNER 21  R Rote 84 . -  SWMwr45 

9  0  SOAP  STONE  00  A  Brty  B-9  - - DWrtg«3 

10  SPECIAL  PasmPWBMI  69 . . A  date  10 

11  00  IHEASWE ISLAND 6 M tasen B-9 - CNuBer4 

64  atramra  61  N0i  Yfl.  Ling  toted.  i?-l  Treasue  Ited,  161  otoars 


Tote:  £1  40  DF.  C3J0.  CSF  £4.17 
1^0(3mch)  1,  LAUGHING  FONTAINE  (Mr 
Fl  WaMw.  1 1  -2):  2.  Mutual  Agreement  (M  A 
Frtzaafald.  13-8  lav);  3.  GoBeva  Sfe  (P 
Hodey.  6-41  ALSO  RAN-  4  Snow  Board 
(4th)  4  tan  Z.  241.  dto(.  K  Sal  lev  31  Upper 
Lantooum  Tole-.  £780  DF.  £4.CO  CSF 
E12G9 

Z2D  (3n  SI  hcttel  I.  DARAYUAN  (A  P 
McCoy.  1-8  lav):  2.  Ococ4d  (R  Thorteon. 
161).  3.  Fteodey  Wbod  (B  Po wd.  161)  3 
ran  8L  cfca  M  Pipe  at  Wfcltoigion  Tore: 
Cl  10  DF:  Cl. ID.  CSF:  n  60 
2M  (2m  «l  ch)  1.  COPPER  BOY  (B  PowkI, 
2-1).  2,  Northern  StartgK  (A  P  McCoy,  4  -5 
tav).  3.  KBtaaney  Carr  (L  Asped.  20-1) 
ALSO  RAN:  S  Mahler  (4th)  A  ran.  81.  test. 
19  R  BtxMet  a)  Brldpon  Tote  £290.  DF. 
£180  CSF- OBI 

320  (2m  V  chi  1.  DR  ROCKET  PC  Acpuni. 
65  lav).  2.  Brack  Statement  (L  AspeiL  3-1 1: 
3.  Fausfino  (R  Thorton.  2-1J.  3ran.  ia  2n 
RCrtcFJn  Ed  NewenL  Tote  E2BO  DF  £220 
CSF' £389 

380  t2m  1 10yd  hdfc)  i.  CHERRYMORE  [R 
Farrars.  7-1);  2.  Courtly  Beau  (M  A 
Fitzgerald,  9-4  lav);  3,  Big  Perira.  (C  Maude. 
16-1J  ALSO  RAN'  7-2  Persian  Soy.  5 
Bmngsgate.  162  Skycab  (5111).  16  BKSfc 
Browne  (4th),  20  News  Flash.  FtecKettwt 
(6lh).  33  Mawalc  AJtor.  SO  Pedlar's  Cross. 
IDO  Joctor  Don  12  rro.  2 M.  61.  r*.  S.  51 
Mrs  J  Paraan  at  Upper  lantxsum.  Tote- 
£560.  Cl  SO.  ?1  80.  £3  10  DF.  E780.  Tno. 
£24.10.  CSF:  £21.06. 

Ptacepot  C2SS.BO.  Quadpot  £1880. 


Worcester 

Going:  good,  good  lo  soft  m  places 
1.00  (2rn  41  hcflei  1.  Easy  Feefln  tA 
Magura .  2-1  lav);  2,  Raffles  tfcwrer  (6 1  j. 
3.  Sweet  Lord  (10-1).  22  ran  Si.  r*.  D 
NKtootson  Tote-  E3  00.  £1  60.  £2  60. 
£3.40.  DF-  E14B0  Trio  £55  40  CSF 
£1084 

1.30  12m  71  110yd  chj  1.  Kamikaze  (?J 
VW Samson.  4-1);  2.  OraweH  Lad  (11 -2t.  3. 
Lrery's  Lord  (4-1).  Donfuan  CoBongos  ll; 
11-8  tw  6  ran.  211.  nk  K  BaBev  Tole- 
£4  30.  52  SO.  £2  90  OF  £1820  CSF- 
£21  16 

ZOO  Cm  htrtej  1.  Miss  Roberta  (T  j 
Murphy.  61).  2.  Bold  Statement  113-8  taw). 
3.  Garrto  (4-11.  7  rai  H  a  J  O'Steo. 
Tole:  E8  40;  £3' 10.  £1  10  DF- 53  80  CSF 
£11.15. 


Kelso 

Going-,  good,  good  to  tom  *  placer, 

1.10  C&n  110yd  hdtej  1.  Morf  Wanted  (C 
McComack,  20-1);  2.  Trscbabiay  (1 1-4):  3. 
Escobar  (161).  China  Castle  2-1  tav  is 
ran  NK  II  W  McKeown  Tae-  E28.4U 
ES 10,  £1.80.  £2.60.  DF.  £49  B0  CSF: 
£71.34.  Tno:  £24680 


230  fan  71 110yd  ch)  1.  Wandering  Light 
(R  Johnson.  12-1):  2.  Herey  Cone  (6-D:  3. 
Nearly  An  Eye  (13-6  Im).  10  ran  91.  121  T 
Forster.  Tote-  E14  to.  £320.  £1.50.  £1  SO 
DF-  £27  10  Tno-  £37  50  CSF-  £68  35 
3.00  ran  hdte)  1.  Alpine  Joker  (R 
Dunwoody.  5-2  lav):  2.  Bernard  Seven  (7- 
2).  3.  Out  Of  The  Blue  (33-rj  to  ran.  >•[. 
ia  P  Hobbs  Tore  £4  70.  n  70.  £1 ». 
£4  10  OF  £4  30  Tno-  £7010.  CSF 
£10  86.  Tricast  £200.03 
330  (2m  chi  1,  Tidebrook  (N  waiemson. 
9-4):  2.  Zatoon  (2-1  lav);  3.  Haurfdield  (ii- 
4 L  Stan  41  h  Barley  Tole  0220.  El  30. 
£180  OF- £3  00  CSF"  £691 
4.00  (2m  rial)  I.  Conchobor  (W  Walsh,  fi¬ 
ll:  2.  JiregS  (tol):  3.  Dirty  Doran  (10-11 
tav)  21  ran.  NR  UnleMBler  51.81  KBafcy 
Tote  £4,70'.  £180.  £680.  El  10.  DF 
£193 10  Trier  E79  TO  CSF  CIOS  S9 
Jackpot  £7,100.00  (03  wtnnfng  tickets. 
Pool  at  HL285.57  earned  torward  to 
Taunton  today). 

Ptacepot  E24-20.  Quadpot  £2.40 


1.40  (3m  If  ch]  1.  Panfands  Ffcw  (A 
Dobbin.  1-3  lav).  2.  Mantes  (IM):  1  AJdo 
Memora  (12-1)  5  ran  2YA.  121.  J  Howard 
Johnson  Tola-  £1.30;  £1.10.  £380.  DF: 
£S40  CSF:  £4 83 

2.10  (2m  21  hdo)  1 .  Wei  Appointed  (G  Leo. 
61).  2,  Chiu  king  (62  lav):  J.  Conuatoe 
(9-1}  8  ran  Hd.  61.  B  Maosggart.  Tate. 
£10 80.  £2.00,  £1  4a  £2-30.  OF  El  130 
CSF  E262S.  TncasL  £168  42. 


J  S  .  »»  - 

.  "■  — taSnSSH 


TRASBS:  K  Bart.  14  wa«  bon  «  njrwra.  292V  D 
Mdinben  7  feral  ft  &9k  C  tads.  4  tam  lfi.  aJ«fc  Ifol M 
Rtaey.  34  tom  103. 213»;  M  PS(».  16  inn  a  23A  T  EWartiy. 
3tamM.3lA». 

JOCKEYS:  6  Bratey.  9  eraen  tom  ?4  (das.  37il  H  **■» 


1.50  MEDWAY  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(2-Y-0:  £2294:  Sf)(U} 

1  0000  AiraRAT0RHtan63 - B»01M14 

2  IflOO  LEGAL  LWX  BjDfl  P  Krrata  63 - ACMC 

3  00  0FBOE»a(nSRSitH<ra611 - M  Grtrti  5 


3.55  RQTHER  APPRENTICE  HANDICAP 

(DIV II:  £1.649: 70(10) 


3  00  0FBDE  MGKT 16  8  Stansira  611 - M  Gsfenta  5 

4  2D2S  JUST  ANOTHER  Ttt£  45  JBenyM _ CLtra*ffP)10 

5  00  MAYLAN  19  D  feta  68 _ _  AMeSanr3 

6  56  OK  BABE  23  J  Antes  84  .  . 0Sggs13 

7  0008  TfEDRj0BS7(B)G8OMy64 _ P  Doe  I7J  7 

8  5000  DOBaAL  SEAN  12  ll  Crtirti  6-3 _ SDraett  11 


f  0952  ntUOfiATE TOUCH 7 pCJQJBeiy 7-611  ...  CLratosJ 

2  0050  LANCASHIRE  LESBC  7  ff,C0)  5  Doa  667  _  P  Doe  p)  10 

3  330  fs.m mass wu* a*a _ 

4  0660  CQM3C QUEST 7 (DT.S) H Ctan 660  . .  AEddn&7 

5  DOtM  NVOCATW 17  (CDJ1 6  L  Mogra  10-612 - AVbrtil 

6  0100  FR9CH 6M6ER 22 (DJ) L UtruJ-Janc 6-8-3  .  SUtaefilS 

7  0680  SZZLBB 56 B R fesm 58-1 _ PDoUsftS 

B  6400  SlfBUD  43  (F.S  J  Rrtdoa  5-7-10 - PftSS«y8 

9  0380  SHEW  Oft  36  sea  Jobb  67- JO _  &mraJaraft3 

10  0000  LADffiOHBk  71  J  Parti  67-10 _ R  BlUrt  ft  Z 

62  Ptoteffe  Tgota,  62  kMCatta.  162  Conide  Omsl  161  ram 


2.40  (2m  61  110yd  ch)  1.  Baflylree  (A 
Dototan,  62).  2.  CefeJh  Bw  (12-1).  3. 
Weaver  George  (3-1  o-tav)  5  ran  71  J)  W 
Komn  Tote:  £560:  £200.  £260  DF 
£1380.  CSF:  £1953.  CtassJc  ComaO  (2-1 
JMm)  MhdtBwn.  ran  under  adas  —  nie  4 
BD0I66  to  a*  bas.  dedmm  30p  m  pound 


IRISH  LOTTERY  R£SU1 
0930  162  441 


dv>Yj  (> 


Lye }  bSj& 
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Fitzpatrick 
beaten  by 
knee  injury 


By  Mark  Souster 


SEAN  FITZPATRICK  was 
yesterday  ruled  out  of  a  New 
Zealand  team  because  of  inju¬ 
ry  for  the  first  time  in  an 
illustrious  international 
career  that  dates  back  to  1986 
when  he  made  his  debut 
against  France  in  Nantes.  In 
the  intervening  years  Fitzpat¬ 
rick  has  only  missed  one 
international  for  the  All 
Blacks  —  during  the  1995 
World  Cup  when  he  voluntari¬ 
ly  stood  down  against  Japan. 

However,  even  34-year-old 
Fitzpatrick's  legendary  heal¬ 
ing  powers  have  failed  him.  A 
knee  injujy,  which  forced  him 
to  stand  down  against  Llanel¬ 
li,  the  opening  game  of  the  All 


NEW  ZEALAND 


NEW  ZEALAND:  C  Cufcn  (Mrawatu).  J 
WBson  (Otago).  F  Bunco  (North  Hartxw). 
A  terema  iweSngton).  O  Osborne  (Noth 
Harbour).  A  Mdvtens  (Canterbury}.  J 
Marshal  |Cortcrbuiy,  captami,  C  Dowd 
(Auckland),  N  Hewiu  (Southland),  O  Brown 
i Auckland),  1  Jones  (North  Harbour),  R 
Brooks  (Auckland).  T  RandaB  (Otago).  A 
Blowers  (Auckland).  Z  Brooks  (Auckland) 
Replacements:  S  McLeod  (Waktfol.  J 
Preston  (Wettngtonj.  J  Kronfeid  lOunoi.  C 
Rrectwknann  (Auckland).  M  Aten 
iManawalu),  A  Oliver  |Oiago) 


Blacks  tour,  means  he  misses 
the  first  international,  against 
Ireland  at  Lansdowne  Road 
on  Saturday. 

Fitzpatrick,  who  has  91  caps, 
said  that  it  had  been  strange 
not  hearing  his  name  on  the 
team  sheet.  “It  was  my  deci¬ 
sion.”  he  said.  “I'm  just  not  100 
per  cent  right  and  1  wouldn't 
want  to  jeopardise  the  team's 
chances  of  winning.” 

Norm  Hewitt,  the  South¬ 
land  hooker,  replaces  Fitzpat¬ 
rick  to  start  only  his  second 
international  for  New 
Zealand. 

Justin  Marshall  assumes 
the  captaincy  in  place  of 
Fitzpatrick  and  the  Canter¬ 
bury  scrum-half  is  partnered 
at  half-back  by  his  provincial 
colleague.  Andrew  Mehrtens. 


who  is  preferred  to  Carlos 
Spencer  at  fly-half.  Josh 
Kronfdd  is  also  omitted,  with 
Andrew  Blowers  winning  the 
open  side  berth. 

As  expected,  Jonah  Lomu, 
who  made  a  try-scoring  return 
Tor  New  Zealand  against 
Wales  A  at  Pontypridd  on 
Tuesday  night,  is  not  being 
rushed  back  to  international 
duty  after  15  months  out  with  a 
serious  kidney  disorder.  He 
will  continue  his  rehabilita¬ 
tion  in  the  midweek  team. 
Glenn  Osbourne  is  on  the  left 
wing. 

Although  the  Irish  public 
will  be  denied  seeing  one  of  the 
sport's  greats,  Fitzpatricks'  ab¬ 
sence  will  not  noticeably 
weaken  the  All  Blacks. 

“There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
bad  All  Black  player,”  Pat 
Whelan,  the  manager  said. 
“We  learned  first  hand  on  the 
Ireland  development  tour  last 
summer  how  good  Hewitt  is. 
He  is  experienced  and  an 
impressive  player.  Losing  the 
captain  is  always  a  regret  but 
Fitzpatrick's  absence  won't  in 
any  way  make  things  easier 
for  Ireland.” 

Keith  Wood,  the  Ireland 
hooker  and  captain  who 
would  have  been  Fiztpatrick's 
adversary,  rates  his  country's 
chances  of  winning  as  “really, 
really  slim."  He  said:  “I  am 
not  a  betting  man  but  the 
realistic  odds  of  us  winning 
must  be  20-1.  There  is  no  point 
in  us  ignoring  the  strength  of 
the  All  Blacks.  A  very  good 
season  for  us  would  be  wins 
over  Canada,  Italy.  Scotland 
and  Wales." 

The  fact  that  Ireland  had 
four  members  in  the  success¬ 
ful  British  Isles  tour  party  to 
South  Africa  has  raised.  Wood 
believes,  unrealistic  expecta¬ 
tions  among  Irish  supporters. 
“Four  players  can't  win  a 
match,”  he  said.  "Every  single 
year  we  set  our  goals  too 
high." 


King,  the  new  England  fly  hal£  during  the  training  session  yesterday  at  the  Bank  of  England  ground 

Young  pretenders  ready  for  stand-off 


The  destiny  of  the 
Cook  Cup,  to  be  con¬ 
tested  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  Australia  at 
Twickenham  on  Saturday, 
will  lie  in  the  hands  of  two 
fresh-faced  fly  halves  with 
scarcely  a  breath  of  interna¬ 
tional  experience  between 
them.  Alex  King,  who  played 
a  final  quarter  for  England  in 
Argentina  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  will  be  opposed  by 
Australia's  only  debutant, 
Elton  Fladey. 

Flatty  20,  was  named  yes¬ 
terday  in  an  Australia  team 
showing  three  changes  from 
the  one  that  was  beaten  18-16 
by  Argentina  last  Saturday. 
He  w01  be  joined  by  the 
experienced  John  Langford  at 
lock  and  the  familiar  figure  of 
Willie  Ofahengaue  in  the 
back  row,  who  will  be  playing 
his  first  international  for  two 
years.  In  place  of  Troy  Coker. 

The  introduction  of  Hatley, 
the  latest  in  a  long  line  of 
rugby  talent  produced  by 
Nudgee  College  in  Brisbane, 
may  be  the  result  of  injury  to 
David  Knox,  but  has  been 
long  predicted  since  be 


David  Hands  on  the  promising  fly  halves 
who  will  be  in  opposition  at  Twickenham 


stepped,  as  an  18-year-okL  into 
die  Queensland  team  against 
Otago  last  year. 

Whether  Hatley  wifl  prove 
to  be  the  long-term  replace¬ 
ment  for  Michael  Lynagh, 
who  retired  in  1995,  remains 
to  be  seat,  but  this  represents 
an  opportunity  for  him  as 
great  as  that  for  King.  He 
turned  down  a  substantial 
offer  from  the  Canterbury 
Bankstown  rugby  league  dub 
just  before  the  tour  began  and 
will  benefit  in  his  first  interna¬ 
tional  from  the  experience 
around  him  provided  by 
George  Gregan  and  Tim 
Horan.  In  that  respect.  King 
will  profit  toa  from  die  assis¬ 
tance  of  Kyran  Bracken  and 
Mike  CatL  though,  as  he 
pointed  out  yesterday.  “I  have 
the  ninth-most  experience  in 
the  England  side” 

News  of  his  selection  on 
Sunday  evening  came  as  a 
timely  morale-booster  for 
King  after  Wasps  had  been 


beaten-  by  Brive  in  the 
Heinek.cn  Cup.  Since  he 
emerged  two  years  ago  from 
the  unlikely  surroundings  of 
Bristol  University,  his  poten¬ 
tial  has  been  obvious  and  bis 
decision  to  postpone  an  eco¬ 
nomics  coarse  and  sign  pro¬ 
fessional  forms  has  confirmed 
his  standing. 

“It  takes  time,  but  my 
experience,  confidence  and 
general  skills  have  grown,” 
King,  22.  said.  “Once  yon  play 
with  and  against  the  best  in 
England  and  Europe  — 
people  Like  Lynagh.  CatL 
Stransky  —  it  gives  you  the 
belief  that  you  can  bold  your 


AUSTRALIA 


S  Larkham,  B  N  Tine.  T  J  Horan,  P  W 
Howard.  J  W  Rod;  E  Halley.  G  M 
Gregan;  RLLHany.MAFoiey.AHa^h, 
J  Langford.  J  A  Eales  (captain),  O 
Rrngan  B  J  Robinson,  V  Otanangaue. 
Raptecfflnerts-  M  Hardy,  S  J  Payne.  □  J 
Wfcon,  M  Cockbain,  A  T  Blades,  M 
CsputDi 


own  at  that  1 eveL  I  loved  h  at 
university,  playing  rugby  with 
my  males,  and  I  hope  that  I 
can  complete  my  degree  at 
some  stage. 

“Bat  it’s  great  to  be  part  of 
the  England  set-up  now  — 
new  captain,  new  coach,  new 
ideas.  The  game  has  changed 
from  the .  days  when  Rob 
Andrew  and  Stuart  Barnes 
were  competing  for  the  No  10 
shirt  the  play-maker  needs  to 
be  able  to  kick  as  well  as  run 
and  pass.  There  are  so  many 
options  now  and  working 
with  Dave  Aired,  who  has  so 
many  ideas  about  lacking, 
has  helped  me” 

King  played  against  Brive 
after  keyhole  surgery  on  his 
knee,  which  robbed  him  of  an 
dement  of  pace  though  not  of 
the  good  impression  he  had 
already  created  on  Clive 
Woodward,  foe  England 
coach.  “Playing  for  my  coun¬ 
try  in  Argentina  was  fantas¬ 
tic,”  King  said,  “but  since 
everyone  is  available  for  selec¬ 
tion  now.  this  game  will  feel 
like  my  first  proper  cap.  Clive 
wants  ns  to  play  heads  up. 
eyes  open  —  I  hope  we  will." 


Scotland  selection  hampered  by  injury  Lacroix  and  Cabannes 

By  Mark  Souster  day;  James  Craig's  promotion  on  their  summer  tour  to  South  position.  1^0.1  ICQ  IjXjl  Dy  T  I 

W9C  tuirfolv  fluoopd  aflw  a  Afrirfl  The  Iraiartanrtino  inni-  Rirhir*  Divnn.  thp  marh  “ 


By  Mark  Souster 

WHEREAS  England  have,  by 
design,  rung  wholesale 
changes  to  their  team  to  play 
Australia  on  Saturday,  the 
shape  of  the  Scotland  to  meet 
the  Wallabies  the  following 
week  at  Murrayfield  is.  by 
default,  radically  different 
from  that  which  lost  to  France 
at  Rare  des  Princes  in  March. 
Predominantly  because  of  in¬ 
jury,  only  seven  players  re¬ 
main  from  that  game. 

Four  new  caps  were  an¬ 
nounced  in  Edinburgh  yester¬ 


day;  James  Craig's  promotion 
was  widely  flagged  after  a 
succession  of  impressive  try- 
scoring  performances  for 
Glasgow  in  the  Heineken 
Cup,  but  foe  inclusion,  in  the 
pack,  of  Adam  Roxburgh. 
Scott  Murray  and  Grant 
McKelvey  is  surprising.  There 
is  also  a  new  captain  in  Andy 
Nicol.  of  Bath,  who  leads  in 
rhe  absence  of  the  Rob  Wain- 
wright,  who  is  not  fit 
Nicol,  no  stranger  to  injury 
himself,  as  his  eight  caps  over 
five  years  bear  witness,  suc¬ 
cessfully  captained  Scotland 


on  their  summer  tour  to  South 
Africa.  The  longstanding  inju¬ 
ries  to  Wainwright,  Tom 
Smith  and  Doddie  Weir  have 
deprived  Scotland  of  three 
players  who  made  significant 
contributions  to  the  British 
Lions. 

Their  absence  will  be  sorely 
felt.  given  the  shortage  of 
experienced  replacements. 
McKelvey,  of  Watsonians.  is 
the  new  hooker,  Murray,  rath¬ 
er  than  Andy  Reed,  partners 
Stewart  Campbell,  at  lock, 
and  Roxburgh  foe  Kelso  cap¬ 
tain,  fills  Wainw'right's 


position. 

Richie  Dixon,  the  coach, 
described  as  the  most  difficult 
decision  taken  was  the  one  to 
play  Nicol  at  scrum  half, 
rather  than  Gray  Armstrong 
or  Bryan  Red  path. 

SCOTLAM)  fv  Australia,  November  22):  R 
Shepherd  (Metrose);  J  Craig  (West  at 
Scotland).  A  Stanger  (Hmickl.  A  Ta# 
(Newcastle).  K  Logan  (Wasps);  G 
Townsend  (Northampton).  A  Meal  iBath. 
Captain)  D  HStan  (BaUn).  G  McKehray 
(Watsonkans),  M  Stewart  (NorttiampiDn).  S 
Campbell  (Dundee  HSH^,  S  Minay 
(Bedford).  A  Roxburgh  (Kelso),  I  Smttn 


i Bedford),  A  Roxburgh  (Kelso),  I  Smith 
(Moseley).  E  Peters  (Baffi)  Reptacemants: 
C  Jofoer  (Leicester).  C  Chahnem  Mel- 
rose).  G  Am  strong  (Newcastle),  A  Reed 
(Wasps],  G  Graham  (Newcastle),  G 


FRANCE  have  kept  faith  with 
with  Thierry  Lacroix  and  Lau¬ 
rent  Cabannes.  of  Harlequins, 
for  the  match  against  South 
Africa  in  Lyons  on  Saturday. 
The  return  of  Fabien  Galthfe 
is  the  one  change  to  the  side 
that  beat  Argentina  32-27  in 
the  Latin  Cup. 

South  Africa  make  one 
change  from  the  side  that  beat 
Italy  62-3!  last  weekend  as 
Justin  Swart,  the  lull  back,  has 
injured  a  hamstring.  No  re¬ 
placement  has  been  named. 


FRANCE  J-L  Sadoumy  TCtfomtare);  L 
Lafiamand  (Bourgoin),  C  Lamafeon 
(Brive).  S  Gtes  (Qouradn).  P  SoMAndns 


quins).  FGeatWfiK 
(Toulouse). .  M  D 
Toumafro  (TouJou 
louse),  O  Broucet 
Benetton  (Agen). 


,  T.  Lacroix  (Harte- 
^rtlors);  C  Caifano 
ftteao  (Agen),  F 
,  F  Petoue  (Tou- 
igfes-BoitJeaux).  P 
Cabannes  (Harle¬ 


quins),  A  Bonezri  (Agen). 

SOUTH  AFRICA:  A  N  Other  J  Small 
(Western  Province).  A  Snyman  (Northern 
TrtravaaQ,  R  Mur  (Natal),  P  Ftosaouw 
(Western  Pravtneg);  H  Hombal  (Nats/),  J 
van  der  Wasthumm  (Northern  Trans¬ 
vaal];  O  du  RantS  (Free  Stote),  J  Dalton 


Oxford  find 
weight  of 
experience 
too  much 
to  b  ear 

Oxford  University  — :'~17 

Major  Stanley’s  XV  —  45 

By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  timeless  quality  of  univ¬ 
ersity  rugby  survives. at  Iffley 
Road  but  foe  changing  face  of 
the  game  was  portrayed  in  the 
quality  of  the  XV  assembled  by 
foe  trustees  of  Major  R.  V. 
Stanley's  XV.  Each  of  them 
plays  for  money  and  the 
difference  in  strength  and 
experience  gave  the  students 
of  Oxford  University  a  thank¬ 
less  task  yesterday. 

For  50  minutes  the  Dark 
Blues  stayed  in  touch  with 
distinguished  opponents,  but 
they  saw  so  little  of  the  ball 
that  their  prospects  were 
slight  and  they  lost  their  shape 
as  they  tired. 

It  was,  however,  26  minutes 
before  Stanleys  XV  gathered 
themselves  sufficiently  to  put 
points  on  tire  board,  by  which 
time  Nwume  had  sent  Booth 
to  the  line.  Urged  on  by  Rees, 
the  visitors  settled  into  their 
stride  and  scored  three  tries 
before  the  interval. 

Sadly,  a  rash  of  replace¬ 
ments,  on  both  sides,  de¬ 
stroyed  continuity.-  Spicer, 
surprised  to  find  a.  rebound 
coming  his  way.  sent  Maher 
on  a  40-metre  run  to  die  fine 
and  foe  hard-working  Orsler 
helped  to  create  Pollock’s  try. 
These,  though,  were  no  more 
than  gestures  as  Green  and 
his  colleagues  plundered  their 
way  forward  for  a  regular 
supply  of  tries. 


SCORERS;  Oxford  Unhandy.  Tries: 
Booth  (2&r*i).  Mtfw  (M),  Pollock  095). 
Conversion:  Keteher.  Major  Stanley's  XV: 
Tries:  Darke  S  (26.  41).  D  Hoptey  (33L 
Kinsey  (40).  Green  (4q,  Scrivener  (58). 
WHttord  (77).  Conversions:  Rees  3,  Hull  2. 
SCORING  SEQUENCE  (Oxford  University 
first):  ?-a  7-7,  7-12,  7-19  (hatHme).  7-26. 
12-26. 12-33. 12-38, 17-38. 17-45. 

OXFORD  UNIVERSITY:  *R  Maher  (St 
famiiuA  Sydnay  and  UrWnrsaM;  N  Booth 
(Lytham  &  Anne's  and  WocoastoO.  N 
Larsen  (HBon  Catena.  Durban  arid  Lkv 
coh:  rap:  G  Lewis,  anode  Hutme  and  St 
Anne's,  43mm),  B  Budge  (St  Edward's, 
Liverpool  and  Kebte:  rep:  J  Bursefl.  WBteld  . 
aid  New.  771  R  Poflock  (Diocesan 
Cotago.  Cape  Town  and  Keblo);  ^TJanaan 
(St  Edmund's.  Canberra  and  St  Anna's;  rap: 
S  Uro,  Leeds  GS  and  Kebta.  44),  *N  Hogan 
(Taremro  Cottage,  Dublin  and  Merton);  R 
Lahner  (Jesuit  Ojage.  Sacramento  arc  St 
Anm'K  rap:  J  Sharpies.  Sydney  C  of  E  GS 
and  St  Edmund  Hal  43),  MCoBard  (King's, 

.  Paramasa  and  St  Arne's:  reprM  Prawr. 
Sedbtrah  and  Christ  Ouch.  55).  A 
Reuben  (Sotfhnfl  and  Univeraty),  *T 
Baenhsuer  (St  Ignatius,  Sydney  aid  St 
Anna's;  nap:  H  Nwume,  Nottingham  -Hp 
and  Brasanrae;  13-25). '  S  van  Reonert- 

eul  Roos  Qyuiraskan.  Stellenbosch  and- 
tana's),  *M  Orator  (King's,  Canterbury 
and  Christ  Chinch;  rep:  C  Levin,  King 
Edward  Vfc  Lytham  and  St  Edmund  Hat 
7ft.  DKataher  (St  Joseph's,  Sydney  end  St 
Cross);  *K  Spicer  (Oongowwi  Wood, 
Dublin  and  St  Ame' 3). 

MAJOR  R  V  STANLEY'S  XW  p  Hut  l&totat 
and  .England):  P  Hoptay  (Wasps).  D  . 
Hopfay  (Wasps  and  Enoand;  rep:  N 
MarW.  London  Welsh;  56),  T  WtSford 
(Richmond),  J  Fstton  (Richmond);  G  Rees 
(wasps  and  Canada;  rep:  J  Rtondet, 
London  wash,  AS).  T  Nu*uoBlta  (West 
Hartlepool  and  Western  Samoa;  rap:  C 
Wright  Hartoqitos:  49);  1  Dureton 
(Wasps).  COtoey  (Saracens:  nscrTLaota. 
Waaps  end  Western  Samoa.  49).  J  Prabyn 
(Bedford  end  England;  rap:  G  Pearce. 
Aytestjury  and  England,  40),  J  BherUm 
(St  Ctauder;  rap:  S  Gafinas,  Wasps.  66),  R 
fCnsay  (Wasps),  R  PhHps  (London  WMsh 
and  wales;  rap:  J  Green.  Beridnq.  401.  L 
Jones  (London  Wtilah;  rep:  S  Cassidy, 
West  HantopooL  37),  B  (tenge  (RUinmnl 
and  England;  rap:  P  Scrivener,  Wasps,  SS). 
Ratetee:  C  White  (GtouaseteraNra). 

"  ’denotes Blue 


laai  Sydney  CafEGS 
43).  M  CoKsrd  (Kmq's. 
rma’s;  reprM  Mr, 


Cardiff  give 
Botham 
new  chance 
to  realise 
his  potential 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

LIAM  BOTHAM  has  joined 
Cardiff  on  a  permanent  basis 
-after  being  given  a  free  trans¬ 
fer  by  West  Hartlepool  The 
20-year-old  centre,  who  arose 
rugby  rather  than  foDowing 
Tiiw  father  into  cricket, 

despite  early  success  with 
Hampshire,  is  determined  to 
succeed  at  the  Anns  Park. 

“1  am  totally  committed  to 
Cardiff,"  he  said  yesterday. 
“They  have  opened  my  eyes  to 
whatprofessioiial  rugby  is  all 
about” 

Botham  got  a  chance  at 
Cardiff  as  a  result  of  a 
meeting  between  the  club's 
millionaire'  benefactor,  Peter 
Thomas,  and  lan  Botham  at 
foe  Ryder  Cup  match  in 
Valderamma.  After  watching 
him,  playing  in  two  hid 
matches,  Terry  Holmes,  the 
Cardiff  coach,  has  seen 
enough  potential  to  offer  him 
terms. 

Peter  Manning,  the  dob 
manager,  said:  "We  are 
pleased  to  haw  signed  Liam. 
He  has  a  good  attitude  and  is 
a  very  determined,  competi¬ 
tive  person  who  wants  to 
make  it  as  a  professional 
rugby  player." 

Uanrili  haw  reluctantly 
paid  foe  £10.000  fine  imposed 
by  the  organisers  of  foe 
Heineken  Cup more  than 
three  weeks  late.  The  finan¬ 
cial  penalty  was  the  outcome 
of  a  bad-tempered  pool  match 
against  Pau  in  France  on 
September  13. 

Llanelli  at  first  refused  to 
pay.  potting  European  Rugby 
Cup  limited  in  the  dock 
instead  and  demanding  an 
explanation  of  what  rules  had 
been  breached  and  from 
which  disciplinary  charge  the 
fine  arose.  Pau  settled  their 
account  immediately,  as  did 
Brive  and  Pontypridd,  who 
were  both  final  £30,000  — 
£15.000  of  that  suspended  — 
after  a  violent  encounter  24 
hours  later. 

UaneUL  though,  stood  defi¬ 
ant  while  foe  dob's  solicitors 
sought  to  clarify  foe  competi¬ 
tions  role  book  and  disciplin¬ 
ary  procedures.  At  tiro  time, 
lianeOi  were  experiencing 
severe  financial  difficulties. 
They  £dd  their  Stradey  Park 
ground  to  the  Welsh  Rugby 
Union  for  £L25  million  and 
received  £75,000  from  Bath 
for  their  British  Isles,  wing. 
Ieuan  Evans. 

A  cashflow  problem  has 
now  eased .  considerably, 
thanks  to  a  share  issue  which 
has  brought  in  more  than 
£500.000.  But  Llanelli  haw 
always  maintained  that  their 
financial  problems  were  not 
an  issue. 

“We  have  made  it  plain  that 
there  is  a  need  to  reschedule 
the  disciplinary  procedure  be¬ 
fore  next  year's  competition," 
Stuart  Gailacher,  the  dob's 
chief  executive,  said.  .  - 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


Save  £4  on  BBC 
cookery  book 

This  week  The  Times,  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  BBC  Good 
-  Food  Show,- offers  you  foe 
chance  to  buy  a  series  of 
“outstanding  cookery  books  by 
,  celebrity  chefs  at  up  to  £5  less 
than  the  cover  price. 

Today’s  choice  is  Hof  Wok 
{£11.99  instead  of  £16.99 )  by  top 
Chinese  chef,  Ken  Horn.  He 
demonstrates  hew  the  wok  works 
far  stir-frying,  deepflying, 
steaming,  boiling  and  even 
making  cakes.  With  Horn’s 
guidance  you  will  be  able  to 
cook  more  than  150  one-pan 
healthy  recipes. 

You  can  see  him  and  a  host 
of  celebrity  chefs,  demon¬ 
strating  live  at  this  year’s  BBC 
Good  Food  Show  between 
November  25-30  at  foe  NEC, 

Birmingham.  To  book  tickets, 

call  foe  show  hotline  on  0121  _  _ 

767  4000  quoting  NTI  for  your  Times  disoount- 
(Weekday  £8.10,  weekend  £9.10). 

HOW  TO  ORDER 

To  order  your  book/s  by  credit  card,  call  the  number 
below.  To  order  by  post  make  your  cheque  payable  to 
Book  Service  by  Post  and  send  to:  The  Times  BBC  Book 
Offer,  PO  Box  29,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  IM99  1BQ.  wwa-suaJONorootowr 

The  dosing  date  is  November  21. 1997 .  we 


ORDER  HOTLINE  01624  675137 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

Intern attonai  match 

BRAZD.  (?)  3  WALES  (0)  0 

A*a3?  30.0000 

Rmida36 

HmhgoM 

WORLD  CUP:  Asian  toner.  Group  A  China 

1  lai  Doha^Sawi/SLaa  quality  tw  finah. 
Irai  meet  Japan  to  a  play-cC). 

Tuesday's  UlB  results 
NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  Third  division: 
Corfu  0  Sarahorpe  0 
BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  first  A- 
Venn:  Ayr  I  FoBOttc  2 
FA  TROPHY:  Second  qiaWytng  round: 
Raptays:  Lagh  RM1  t  RadcStla  O.  Great 
Harwood  3  Smurttodge  J:  Btean  2  woran 
Athron  2  (aet  score  after  OOrrai  2-2;  B-fcan 
wto  6-6  on  pens):  Harragare  Town  0 
Woitongton  0  fast  Hanooate  wn  S-4  on 
DORS):  Atderehor  Town  3  Corshairon  CL 
Bastiiey  2  Walton  and  HersnaroO 
HYMAN'S  LEAGUE:  Premier  rSvtetorr 
Chasham  3  Yeading  1 ;  a  A2»am  2  Befiop's 
Stanford  1  Second  dMsort  Bartong  0 
Horsham  T:  Brachnefl  0  Edgwara  0; 
Hunoartort  2  Brartrao  3.  Toofing  and 
Utctoam  2  Martcw  0  Third  dMaiorc 
Comtun  Casuals  1  Rarir«D  Hoafii  1 
Guardwr  tosurance  Cup:  Second  round: 
Hactwi  4  Weatdaorra  e. 

Dfl  MARTENS  LEAGUE  SoUtwm  tO- 
'Mok.  T  onOndqu  Angels  0  rtshcr  2. 
UN2BONO  LEAGUE:  Praoaar  division: 
Attuncham  1  LansasaarD.  Chartcy  1  HyfiaS. 
Fnciley  2  Bfctooa  AuoWsrd  3.  flu naom  0 
Barrow  I  first  division:  Hhaon  □  Crr^Lrclen 
1.  Stocksbrldgg  PS  5  Lmeato  i.  Cup: 
Second-roranJ  replay:  CongMon  3 
Wmstord  2.  Mama  2  Accnngian  Sunto-,!  0 
Unifila  first  rfivteon  Cup:  find  round; 
Mato*  Town  t  Ea£wood  Ttwrn  2 
AVON  (NSURANCE  COMBMAUON:  first 
(SvisMn:  Crystal  PUaco  1  Chelsea  0: 
tffltaafl  f  Queens  Park  Rangers  0  Wlesf 
Horn  0  Southampton  2. 

PONTWS  LEAGUE  Premier  dMston: 
Everton  0  Leeds  I  first  division:  Coventry 
4  Manchester  City  2:  Gnmscy  1  Lejcastor  0-. 
Notts  Ccvnry  2  4  Second 

dhtecn;  Bradlord  4  Bura«>- 1;  ftochettsani  3 
Wrerfuma 

COURAGE  COONS)  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Premk*  dMMn:  Cave  1 
Gudatomg  jnd  Gu^'crd  ■».  2 

Sandhura  f 

WMSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  first 
rflvtakm:  Fareisharr  2  SnariHsy  F  jrocs&  1. 
Harm  Bay  3  Tuntndge  Web  a  Slade 
Green  0  Bectenr^rn  t.  TTvameuncad  0 

VCDQ. 

LWLET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE,  first 
ifivisian:  HauocAs  1  Lartgnoy  Sports 
Pd^«r.  1  VAck3.  Ftedh*  1 
BTOSL0GH  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMBINATION:  Premier  division: 
CatostBI  3  Masssy  Ferguson  1 
UfERVA  SPARTAN  SOUTH  MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE  O'Brian  BUEcten  Premier  tfi- 
Vtaon  Cup:  Miron  Keynes,  0  BcasonsfitAJ 
3;  St  Magorrasbury  4  Bgdeswrada  4. 
Wrfham  AWrv  1  Sesflorf?.  LeaftwOtr.  4 
ftwnsdann  5  Roys4on  1  Bartsn^jrte  3 
Hftngdon  1  lanisn  WcMyn 

Garten  3  KsmwS  0;  HarafieM  2  Anew/ 2: 
Hesingey  5  Langtryo2- 
INTERUNK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE: 
Krwper-Jey  V  1  SWnal  T  0;  SanowaJ  2 
BriC^orth  4;  Y fflataaM  t  PtasaK  V  t. 
tnvttaaonCup'  fcnaatoeAKiogsHaatnO 
Anstay  Ncsrarfs  2  KiCy  Lfijtoe  i  Post¬ 
poned:  TNidflte  v  Evrsfiten. 

SCREWFR  DWECT  LEAGUE  Premier 
dMston:  Postponed.  CCd  Down  v 
WUristbury 


JEWS  ON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Pramiar  tflvtakm:  Bury  Toivn  t 
Waton  Z  Ctodont  Halstead  S.  GortestcnO 
Fakertoam  0:  Harwich  and  ParKeston  2 
Tlptree  Z  Lowestoft  1  Great  Yarmouth  3; " 
Newmarket  4  Drss  0:  Sjobuy  Wendarers  3 
WoodOtldge  2:  Waioys  1  fly  t. 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE  firat 
division;  Atherton  LR3  St  Helens  2:  Maate 
Road  0  Chadderton  3;  Nantwch  A 
SaJtord  1; 
oaponed: 

LEAGUE 
Sapwefl  1 
Tadcaster 
North  For- 
rhacWey  3 

Gertorth  Z 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Cup:  FW  round, 
second  tog:  Caanws  1  Haverfordwest  2  4- 
4  on  agg,  Caersws  win  on  away  goatet 
FAI  HARP  LAGER  CUP:  BemMfoaL  fctf 
lag:  Homs  Farm  0  Sltgo  0 
NATIONWIDE  GOLD  CUP:  SamWnat  . 
GJeravon  3  Cntsadara  I 
THE  TMES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  first  round: 
Torquay  3  Layton  Orient  3;  Exottv  4 
Colchesiw  Z  Croydon  AhUdic2  Northarnp- 


BOWLS 


ton  5;  Gtoucoslor  0  SouBwntSon  fi; 
Plymouth  Argyte  4  Hereford  &  Dartre  0 
BankpoolZ;  Futoam3  A&ngdon  Towi  I 
GBSMAN  LEAGUE:  Bayw  levettawxto  4 
Cologne  ft  Bonissa  Dtflrrutd  0  Bayern 
Munch  2. 

SPANISH  LEAGUE:  Atttbco  Madnd  1 
Salamanca  1 


_ BASKETBALL _ 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  fTBAJ-  ASsTOa 
69  Seattle  87.  Oevetand  101  CNcago  6ft 
Mtom  101  Sacramarto  82,  New  Ytrt  93 
Denver  9ft  San  Antonio  93  Minnesota  9ft 
LA  Later*  1 1 8  Dallas  96;  Vancouver  IW  LA 
Cfiaaerem 

EUROPEAN  CUP:  Group  &  Mfart  102 
London  Towers  86 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

Wcfc-oJf  730  untess  stated 

Europoon  under-21  champfonahip 

OuaSfying  ptay-off 

firsttog 

Greece  v  England 

(et  ftaWon.  Crete,  5  Of  ..  - - 

THE  TIMES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Feat  round: 
Reading  v  Oxford  Uneedt  Fbslon  v  Gravos- 
cndandNorinftect 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES;  Plantar  League 
Trophy;  Under-15:  Staflardshlra  v 
Wforoaflpfsmaia  Chase  Town,  7 15).  Fuji 
film  Trophy:  Trard  round:  South  Note  v 
wafcofl  (at  Kimberley  Tuan.  7 15):  Wofew- 
hampfon  v  Bronsgnwc  and  Drojwich  (at 
VVotooftanrptari  Casuals)  Sooth  Waal 
Couritai  cup:  Oral  round:  UndoMft 
Oorsot  v  HerctortWtiie'  (at  Srurmnstef 
Newton  Urtod.  2  IS) 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Untttafl  Trophy;  London 
Leopards  v  &rtnngham  BuHets  (7.« 
BOXING:  British  BtaHmawalghl  ehamp- 
tonstyp:  N  WSdarc  v  N  Priny  (at  Bradford). 
ICE  HOCKEY:  Seperieagutf  Nw«3N 
Cobras  v  Noftngrtam  fisTfflOE  (7.0J. 
SNOOKER:  Uvsrpool  Yctorta  UK  ehanp- 
sjnshp  (at  Preston). 

TENMS;  National  durepianstspe  (at 
Tdtcwl), 


(Eng)  6-3;  S  Stray  (Eng)  bi  £  Henderson 
(Soot)  6-1. 

SQUASH 


_ CRICKET _ 

RAWALPINDI:  Tour  match  (second  day  oi 

lou);  West  Mtars  464  (C  L  H^er  146. 3  L 
Caritobeo  78,  P  V  StovnOns  73);  AtxU 
Qaoeor  Khan  XI  14£-l. 

ICE  HOCKEY 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL}'  COtoTOdO  Z 
DeaottO:  PhMeipWa  1  Otam  ft  Torono  S 
CMeago  ft  Phoartr  5  Tampa  Bay  ft  Los 
Anpates  8  Vancouver  2 
SUPERLEAGUE:  MaictesKr  Storm  S 
SteffieU  Steeien  l 

RUGBY  UNION 

CLUB  MATCH:  Qrttad  Umrerslty  17  Major 
Stanley's  XV  38. 

TOUR  MATCH)  Wales  ASNewZs^andXV 
Si  (afijmypritfd) 

REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH:  Oxrbned 
Services  33  Berbanans  40  («  US 
Portsmouth) 

SAILING 


TELFORD:  Guanflan  Dfaact  Brffish  nat- 
fooal  championships:  Man:  first  rounct  D 
N  Watts  (Wferihs)  7-S. . 
ItriGHandarsan 
6-1;  A  Parmer  . 
W  N  Gould  (Awn)  6-4, 6-ft  A 
wacm  (Waal  ot  Scottanr"  -  ----  ■ 

(Eased  7-3.  J  Dorado 
bt  O  Draper  (Northarasl  8-3.  M,  8-3; 


not  ^ 


6-2.  W:T 
6-4, 6-3;  LM 

6-2.  6-4;  C  WBVtoaon 
6-3,  6-3.  Woman: 
UngtamariMpiL 
6-2.  6-2;  J  PuSn 
62,  6-2:  L 


i '  b 1 5  ■ • . 


7-6.fr3;K 
ta  JH8rt(MdcBe- 


ttH'n»8by(Not- 


«  u  rJB®1  (narancKsrtre)  6-2,  6-7.  7-5. 
PHSJtDapHLA:  Advanta  woman's  cham- 


Huto  CGW)  bt  I  Utocri  (Oo)  6-3. 1-fl.  6-3;  A 
Sanchez  Veano  (Sp)  bt  YBSrauh'flMo)  6* 
6ft  C  ManSiez  (S^  bfS  Code  6^3. 6-1;  B 
SdaJB^foCartw  (Hoi)  bt  S  Tayta 
2.  frft  I  Spfrtea  (tom)  ta  V  WHams, 

3.6-2. 


POOLS  PIVIDBiDS 

(JTTTjEWOOOS:  Treble  chance:  24sts 
E4ft4O4  06,  23  Cl 488 15.  22  £8170/21 
E27-D5.  Halt-time  resut  22pts  E8.04a.4ft 
Four  draws:  E422S.  Nine  homes:  £20.45. 
Hw  major  E79  85 

Treble  chance:  24pta 
£203273.00,  23  £1209.15, 22  £11240 
ZETTBT&  -  Treble  ’  dranc*  -  24pts 
£40.94705.  23  £303.65.  22  £1505,^1 
£305  Four  (timre:  £53.40.  fight  homes: 
Efl-20  Four  mmvr.  £24:60.  TTree  draws: 
£3475  Fafr  hr  641.10  Lucky  rumbero: 
26  3885^1  19. 


not  $ ' j*' 


.Q 


“How  much  will  it  cost  to  try 
LineOne  for  a  month?” 

"  OnefMIaiQaflft  marahnllp  -HaeBiacHialatidrciaas 


Tea  USE  boon’ i 


ifoUaKtacawfOwtatamet 


(SMQ)  4.1BH.8. 

SNOOKER  ~ 

PRESTON:  Uvetpool  Vfoterii  UKrSwrtpL 
orrahlp:  find  rounrt  D  Data  (Unites)  H  A 
Butdan  (Eng)  86;  W  Thane  (Eng)  tx  P- 
ucCufiaghtEna)  82  P  Lres  (Eng)  «  J 
ttahto  (6^68.  J  Read  {Ena  bt  M%dgo 
(Ire)  83  MShmos  (Mates)  btJWbodman 


Rtai  cost  you  nomoeto  hrUMOn^me 

atnneeiHlh  fa  awn! -wiontng WenietactesspnwMBdbyST 

TiyUH0H««l «m  taaiiHirnnr  uQSOQ  111  210. 
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rugby  league 


struggle 
with  back 
injuries 

By  Christopher  Irvine 


Hnu'.tMifLo! 

tank  deposit,  i 


BIUTAIN  reported  a 
clean  Ml  of  health  yesterday 
S  ™  deciding  match  of  the 
Bnush  Gas  series  ai  Elland 
Road  on  Sunday,  but  Austra- 
“a  have  more  than  wounded 
pnde  from  the  defeat  at  Old 
Traflord  to  trouble  them. 
Three  of  their  backs  —  An¬ 
drew  Ettingshausen,  Brett 
Mullins  and  Ryan  Girdler  — 
are  nursing  injuries. 

A  knock  to  his  sternum  is 
unlikely  to  prevent  Ettings- 
hausen’s  participation.  Aus¬ 
tralia  will  muster  all  the 
experience  that  they  can  to 
maintain  their  27-year  domi¬ 
nance  over  Britain  and  there 
is  still  no  finer  defensive  centre 
in  the  game  —  as  ftul 
Newlove,  his  opposite 
number,  found  to  his  cost  in 
Australia's  opening  victory  at 
Wembley. 

Ettingsbausen’s  reassuring 
presence  is  made  doubly  im¬ 
portant  by  the  likely  absences 
of  his  centre  partners  from  the 
first  two  matches:  Mullins  has 
a  burst  blood  vessel  in  a  leg 
and  Girdler  a  knee  ligament 
problem,  although  he  has 
resumed  training. 

Darren  Smith,  no  stranger 
at  centre,  having  scored  three 
tries  in  the  Brisbane  Broncos’ 
world  club  championship  fi¬ 
nal  victory,  is  set  to  move  out 
of  the  pack,  with  the  experi¬ 
enced  Brad  Clyde  —  who  is 
now  folly  recovered  from  a  fall 
—  installed  at  loose  forward. 

The  line-ups  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  today.  Andy 
Goodway,  foe.  Britain  coach, 
wanted  an  extra  24  hours  to 
fine-rune  his  pack,  where  he 
may  be  tempted  to  start  with 
Simon  Haughton  and  push 
Chris  Joynt  into  foe  front  row. 
Good  way  must  balance  foe 
impact  Haughton  made  as  a 
substitute  at  Old  Trafibrd  and 
cutting  down  his  options  on 
the  bench. 

If  Andy  Farrell  feels  foe. 
weight  of  histbiy.  rit  is- not  ~ 
apparent.  The  Britain  captain 
exuded  a  quiet  confidence 
yesterday.  “Obviously,  every¬ 
one  is  aware  that  Australia 
haven't  been  beaten  in  a  series 


for  many  years,-  he  said.  “If 
we  concentrate  too  “much  an 
that,  we’re  not  concentrating 
on  the  job.  We  know  the  areas 
where  we  have  to  improve  to 
win." 

A  healthy  dose  of  realism 
was  supplied  by  the  Austra¬ 
lian  in  .  foe  Britain  camp. 
Shaun  McRae,  Goodway's  as¬ 
sistant  and  part  of  the  Austra¬ 
lia  coaching  set-up  on  the  1990 
and  1994  tours,  said:  “We  fed 
Britain  can  play  better  and 
will  have  to  in  order  to  match 
Australia. 

Their  reactionto  defeat  will 
be  immaculate  preparation 
and  to  draw  on  the  experience 
of  Walters,  Daley,  Ettings- 
hausen  and  Clyde  in  foe 
pressure  situation." 

Alan  Hunte,  the  Britain 
wing,  is  set  to  join  Hull 
Sharks,  newly-promoted  to 
foe  Super  League  next  season, 
after  he  submitted  a  second 
transfer  request  at  St  Helens, 
where  he  has  been  at  odds 
with  the  citafrs  board  since 
August 

Bradford  Bulls  also  made  a 
recent  offer  for  him.  but  St 
Helens  will  seriously  consider 
a  £350,000  padeage  by.  Hull, 
which  also  involves  Steve 
Prescott  and  Simon  Booth. 

The  proposed  deal  is  Hull's 
first  step,  under  the  new 
ownership  of  David  Lloyd,  the 
former  tennis  player,  towards 
strengthening  their  squad  and 
appeasing  supporters  who  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  sale  of  Tevita 
Vaikona,  the  prolific  Tanga 
centre,  to  Bradford. 

"Hull  haven’t  spoken  to  me 
personally,  but  they  have  to 
the -dub"  Hunte  said.  “I've 
had  S1!  great  years  at  Saints, 
but  1  am  unhappy  with  foe 
way  that  the  club's  being  run." 

Castleford  Tigers  are  to 
consult  shareholders  and  sup¬ 
porters  about  a  move  to  a  new 
stadium  at  Whrtwood,  near 
foe  M6Z  The  West  Yorkshire 
•  dutfis  now  in  -  a  poritidn  to 
finalise  an  agreement  over 
land  owned  by  Wakefield 
council,  ft  has  signed  a 
£250,000  three-year  kit  deal 
with  Olympic  sportswear. 


Education  provides  Wright  choice 


M  arketing  men  se¬ 
duce  would-be 
sporting  heroes  fay 
tefling  them  to  buy  tire  prod¬ 
uct  swagger  to  foe  playing 
field  and  “just  do  if”.  Others 
believe  in  the  less,  dreamy 
theory  that  behind  every  top 
player  stands  a  coach.  If  so, 
Ludlla  Wright,  17,  foe  bright 
young  hockey  player  of  Olton 
and  England,  is  only  one  pare 
ahead  of  a  man  finding  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  stay 
in  foe  shadows. 

Gavin  Fearherstone  has 
guided  his  dub  to  foe  top 
division  of  foe  women's  nat¬ 
ional  league.  He  is  abrasive 
or  charming,  depending  on 
who  you  talk  to.  One  thing, 

.  though,  is  certain  —  he  is 
responsible  for  foe  develop¬ 
ment  of  many  of  foe  country’s 
top  young  hockey  players 
arid,  with  National  Lottery 
money  nudging  international 
players  towards  full-time 
commitment;  he  keeps  their 
feet  firmly  on  the  ground. 

As  the  England  Under-21 
coach,  his  demands  are  exact¬ 
ing.  Before  the  Junior  World 
Cup  in  Seoul  last  August,  he 
thought  nothing  of  telephon¬ 
ing  his  players  at  6am  to 
ensure  that  they  were  up  and 
running.  Strict  diets  had  to  be 
followed.  He  does  not;  how¬ 
ever.  believe  in  too  much,  too 
soon  and  some  remarks  that 
he  has  made  have  dearly 
irked  the  hockey  hierarchy. 
“Teenage  dropout  follow? 
teenage  burnout,”  he  said. 
"Insensitive  overuse  is  not 
helpful.”  - 

Wright  has  reason  to  be 
grateful  for  such  care  and 
attention..  Her  stalls  and  dog¬ 
ged-  deterntination  .  eafiu.  ai' 
selection  call  from  Maggie 
Souyave,  the  England  coach, 
for  last  summer's  World  Cup 
qualifying  tournament  in 
Zimbabwe  and  she  has  been 


Wright’s  outstanding  potential  on  the  hockey  field  has  already  caught  the  eye  of  an  impressed  England  coach 


handed  a  National  Lottery 
grant  to  help  her  in  her  sport 
It  is  a  pity  that  when  foe  next 
big  international  event  the 
World  Cup,  takes  place  in 
Holland  next  May,  Wright 
will  also  be  taking  her 
A  levels. 

Indeed,  the  dash  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  a  deeper  problem. 
Selectors  want  to  satisfy  foe 
darion  call  for  youth,  there 
are  other  issues,  such  as 
education,  at  stake. 

Teenage  development  is  a 
hot  issue  to  a  dub  like  Olton. 
which  has  eight  of  its 
16-strong  squad  under  the  age 
of  20.  Everyone  agrees  that 
Wright  is  one  of  hockey’s 
brightest  prospects.  ‘  but  foe 
timing  of  her  development  is 
less  dear  and  Souyave  wifi 
have  to  address  the  issue, 
before  announcing  her  World 
Cup  training  squad. 

"Hockey  is  changing 
because  weVe  got  a  lot  more 
funding  now,”  Souyave  said. 


"After  Christmas,  it  will  be  a 
semi-professional  time  for  foe 
players  chosen. 

“What  we've  done  in  the 
past  year  will  be  very  indica¬ 
tive  of  what  we  selecL  Ludlla 
is  certainly  in  foe  forefront 
and  it’s  going  to  be  an 
interesting  time  as  to  whether 


her  Einstein  path,"  Ludlla 
Wright  said,  "but.  if  I  get  the 
grades,  i  would  like  to  go  to 
university  and  become  a 
physiotherapist” 

Again,  like  her  sister,  she 
wants  to  continue  playing  at 
Olton,  which  is  as  much  a 
testament  to  the  dub's  sorial 


‘Everyone  agrees  that  she  is  one 
of  hockey’s  brightest  prospects’ 


she  can  do  this  alongside  her 
education” 

That  education  means  ex¬ 
ams  in  biology,  business  stud¬ 
ies.  physical  education  and 
general  studies,  which  will  be 
taken  at  Brumsgrove  School 
where  Wrighrs  older  sister, 
Sally,  also  an  England 
Under-21  international,  went 
before  her.  Sally  Wright  is 
now  studying  medicine. 

"I’m  not  sure  I  can  follow  in 


appeal  as  its  coaching  policy. 
“It’s  superb  at  Olton,”  Wright 
said.  “We’ve  got  six  women’s 
and  men's  teams,  so  ifs  a 
great  atmosphere.  The  spon¬ 
sors  are  terrific  and  Gavin 
develops  our  strong  points. 
He  doesn't  tiy  and  make  you 
into  a  robot  hockey  player. 
I’ve  had  to  grow  up  and 
mature  in  the  game  and  he's 
given  me  that  side.” 

Top  coaches  can  now  earn 


lucrative  fees,  but  whether  the 
top  players  can  follow  suit 
remains  to  be  seen.  Profes¬ 
sionalism  might  hasten  an 
overhaul  of  foe  competitive 
domestic  structure  that  places 
too  many  demands  on  its 
performers,  especially  the 
young,  it  might  ensure  better 
planning  for  our  national 
squads,  but  it  can  never  be  as 
liberating  as  a  foil  education. 

Wrighrs  parents  are  play¬ 
ing  their  parL  "They  bring  me 
back  to  reality.”  she  said. 
“They  want  me  to  go  as  far  as 
possible;  but,  more  than  that, 
they  want  me  to  go  to  school, 
pass  my  exams  and  lead  a 
normal  life.  Tm  not  like  a 
total  hockey  geek." 

Featherstone  described  ex¬ 
actly  what  she  is:  “An  excep¬ 
tional  talent  for  British 
hockey"  The  most  immediate 
gold  medal  though,  will  be 
a  place  at  university—  as  tong 
as  it  is  somewhere  dose  to 
Olton. 
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Silk  Cut 

loses 

position 

■  SAILING;  The  second 
leg  of  the  Whitbread  Round 
The  World  Race  continues 
to  produce  swings  of  fortune 
among  those  chasing  foe 
leader.  Swedish  Match. 
Yesterday,  less  than  17 
miles  covered  five  boats 
scrapping  for  position  in 

the  lower  half  of  the  fleet  with 
Lawrie  Smith,  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Silk  Cut.  slipping 
to  eighth  place. 

Smith's  young 

navigator,  Steve  Hayles.  was  ■ 
feeling  the  pressure,  as  foe 
British  boat  dropped  down 
another  position.  "We  are 
concentrating  on  Merit  Cup 
and  Chessie  Racing  at 
present  with  a  big  emphasis 
on  working  south."  Hayies 
reported. 

Irish  highs 

■  BOWLS:  Ireland 
continued  to  dominate  the 
European  indoor  team 
championship  *a  Jersey 
yesterday,  maintaining 
their  eight-point  overnight 
lead  in  foe  final  round  of 
the  women’s  pairs  and  triples 
in  the  morning  and  then 
notching  up  wins  in  the 
opening  men’s  singles 

and  fours  events  to  stretch 
their  advantage  to  nine 
points  over  England,  the 
defending  champions. 

Lara  dear 

■  CRICKET!:  Warwick¬ 
shire  have  cleared  another 
hurdle  in  their 
negotiations  to  sign  Brian 
Lara  for  next  season.  Steve 
Camacho,  chief  executive  of 
the  West  Indies  Cricket 
Board,  confirmed  yesterday 
that  Lara's  commitments 
with  Trinidad  and  Tobago  in 
the  Red  Stripe  Cup  were 
"unlikely  to  extend  too  far  into 
April”. 

Japan  date 

■  GOLF:  Lee  Westwood, 
after  winning  the  Volvo 
Masters  and  finishing 
runner-up  In  the  Sarazen 
World  Open  in  Georgia, 
has  moved  on  to  Japan, 
where  today  he  starts  his 
defence  of  the  Sumitomo 
Masters,  a  tide  he  gained 
by  beating  Jeff  Slamaua  and 
Costantino  Rocca  in  a 
play-off. 


TENNIS:  BRITISH  CHAMPION  TURNS  ON  THE  POWER  TO  MAINTAIN  HIS  GRIP  ON  NATIONAL  TITLE 

Henman  will  not  make  U-turn  on  Telford 


THE  long  goodbye  has  begun  —  in 
more  ways  than  one.  Tim  Henman 
launched  his  final  campaign  al  the 
Guardian  Direct  national  champion¬ 
ships  with  a  6-4,  5-7,  6-1  victory  over 
Nick  Weal  yesterday  and  then  went  on 
to  re-affirm  that  he  would  not  be 
playing  in  Telford  again; 

"It  is  good  to  crane  and  support  the 
event,”  Henman  said.  "I  really  want  to 
win,  but  if  I  lose  it  is  not  the  be  all  and 
end  all.  It  would  not  be  a  setback  in  my 
career.  From  a  personal  point  of  view  1 
have  nothing  to  gain  from  this.  I’ve 
always  enjoyed  it  here,  but  a  week's 
rest  could  be  more  beneficial." 

Certainly  Henman  did  not  seem 


By  Aux  Ramsay 


bothered  that  Weal  played  exceptional¬ 
ly  well;  fending  off  five  match  points  at 
4-6,  4-5  before  taking  the  second  set 
and  forcing  Henman  to  move  up  a 
gear.  "At  times  1  was  a  little  careless,"  a 
relaxed  Henman  said. 

The  national  championships  have 
come  a  long  way.  With  foe  interest 
surrounding  Henman  and  Greg 
Rusedski,  selling  tickets  has  not  been  a 
problem,  but  lake  away  the  top  twb 
attractions  and  the  event  reverts  to  its 
former  low-key  status. 

-  For  its  part.  Guardian  Direct  has 
slated  that  it  will  continue  to  be 


involved  with  the  Lawn  Tennis  As  sod- ' 
ation,  but  the  contract  next  year  has  yet 
to  be  finalised.  The  unoffitial  line  is 
that  it  will  support  foe  nationals,  but 
probably  not  to  foe  same  extent. 

The  company  is  also  putting  its 
money  behind  the  new  tournament  to 
be  staged  in  London  next  February,  tire 
E480.000  Guardian  Direct  Cup,  featur¬ 
ing,  understandably,  Henman  and 
Rusedski. 

Jo  Dune,  who  supported  foe  nation¬ 
als  through  thick  and  thin,  believes 
that  Henman  has  got  it  wrong.  During 
13  appearances  at  the  nationals,  she 


won  foe  title  seven  times  and  earned 
more  than  £100.000.  In  the  early  days 
she  was  in  Henman's  position,  sitting 
at  foe  upper  end  of  the  world 
rankings. 

"Yes,  of  course  it  was  difficult  to 
come  back  here."  she  said.  "It  was 
nerve  racking  at  times  and  frustrating. 
I  was  playing  against  people  with 
nothing  to  lose  and  I  had  everything  to 
lose.  There  were  times  when  it  was  a 
real  pain  and  I  wandered  what  1  was 
doing  here. 

"It  is  very  important  that  we  keep  foe 
roll  going  that  has  been  generated  with 
Tim  and  Greg.  You  have  to  give 
something  back.” 


SQUASH:  ENGLAND  BRACED  FOR  FINLAND  AFTER  OLD  FIRM  CRUSH  GERMANY 

Frustrated  Marshall  left  waiting  in  the  wings 


Prom  Coun  McQuillan 
IN  KUALA  LUMPUR 

ENGLAND  will  meet  Finland  in  foe 
quarter-finals  of  foe  world  team  champ¬ 
ionship  today  after  a  confident  3-0  defeat 
of  Germany  in  their  final  pool  A  match 
yesterday.  Playing  what  could  be  called 
-*the  old  firm"  of  Simon  Parke.  Del 
Harris  and  Chris  Walker,  foree^pf  the 
quartet  who  won  foe  championship  last 


time  in  Cairo  two  years  ago,  England 
dropped  only  IS  points  in  foe  first  two 
derisive  robbers  and  18  in  the  thud^string 
dead  rubber. 

On  the  sidelines,  Peter  Marshall  who 
failed  rather  worryingly  against  Canada 
on  Tuesday,  sat  twitching  a  racket  in  his 
hands,  plainly  longing  to  get  back  among 
the  action.  “We  will  not  play  him  against 
Finland,  although  we  are  keeping  out- 
options  open  for  Australia  in  the  semi¬ 


finals,”  Stuart  Courtney,  the  England 
team  manager,  said. 

Australia  face  South  Africa,  whose 
first  string,  Craig  Wapnidk.  gave  foe  new 
worid  champion.  Rodney  Eyles,  all  sorts 
of  trouble  in  the  Worid  Open  last  week. 
Egypt  should  cruise  through  against 
Pakistan  and  Canada  are  expected  to 
beat  Malaysia. 

Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  in  the 
play-offs  for  ninth  place. 


Hitachi’s  3DS  Spatial  Surround 
Sound  TVs  wfth  Dolby  FtoLogfc 
create  powerful  all-around 
cinema  sound  without  trailing 
wires  or  external  speakers, 
call  6181 849  2434  for  your 
nearest  stockist  Ail  foe  action 

starts  from  just  £499.99 
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Answers  from  page  45 

TRTNCULO 

(a)  In  The  Tempest,  Alonso's  jester,  made  lugubrious  by  drink.  He 

spends  bis  tune  with  Caliban  and  Stephano,  plotting  to  instal 
Stephano  in  Prosperous  place.  For  most  of  the  time  his  wits  are 
sowed  in  sack,  but  he  has  occasional  flashes  of  asperity  to  remind  ns 
of  his  true  Galling. 

(XOTJEN 

(b)  cymbefine's  stepson,  the  man  Cymbelme  has  in  mind  as  husband 
for  his  daughter  Imogen,  As  Ins  name  suggests.  Cfoten  is  a  crass, 
unthinking  fooL  mocked  by  his  own  lords  behind  his  back,  easily 
persuaded  to  disguise  himself  as  I  mogen's  husband,  follow  her  into 
etile  and  rape  her.  He  is  loud  and  uncouth,  and  when  be  quarrels 
with  true  nobility,  in  foe  form  of  the  king’s  long-lost  (and  disguised) 
son  Goiderras,  he  loses  his  head,  both  figuratively  and  fiterafly. 

FREDERICK 

(b)  In  Ay  YOU  Like  It,  foe  Wicked  usurper  who  takes  his  brother's 
i auric  and  dukedom  and  drives  him  into  exile.  He  is  a  done  of 

Oliver,  and  his  part  changes  as  abruptly  from  foe  bad  (a!  the  start  of 
foe  pby,  when  he  bamsheg  Rosalind)  to  good  (when  be  meets  a  hofy 
hermit  sees  the  error  of  Us  ways,  makes  restitution  and  retires  to  a 
monasteiy— aDwifooutonce  stepping  onstage). 

LONGAVILLE 

fa)  In  love’s  Labour's  bm,  an  attendant  lord  on  Ferdinand,  out  of 
foe  four  young  gall  ants  at  foe  heart  of  foe  play.  Though  he  is 
described  ffay  die  Princess)  »“a  merry  modting  lord"  and  one  of  the 
"sboi+Jiv’d  trier  who  “wither  as  they  grow”,  his  lines  seldom  hear 
out  this  report  and  Ins  role  is  chiefly  to  he  one  voice  in  an  ensemble. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I  RxgM  Bag?  2,Qxb8+  wifo  an  easy  win. 

.  y. 


SNOOKER 


Dale  lives  up  to  new  star  status 


THE  determination  that 
helped  Dominic  Dale  unex¬ 
pectedly  triumph  at  foe 
Grand  Prix  Last  month  was 
again  in  evidence  as  he 
rrached  the  second  round  of 
the  United  Kingdom  champ¬ 
ionship  at  Preston  Guild  Hall 
yesterday  (Phil  Yates  writes). 

Dale;  the  worid  No  54,  re¬ 
covered  from  a  5-2  deficit  to 
beat  Alfie  Burden  6-5.  He  will 
now  play  Darren  Morgan,  a 
fellow  Welshman. 

“I  was  very  nervous."  Dale, 
still  coming  to  terms  with  his 
new-found  celebrity,  said.  “1 
felt  that  everybody  was 


looking  for  something  special 
and  1  couldn't  settle  down.” 

Burden,  who  had  reached 
(he  last  16  of  the  Grand  Prix 
led  45-1  in  the  eighth  frame, 
but  Dale  produced  a  50 
clearance  to  keep  foe  match 
alive. 

The  prospect  of  defeat  con¬ 
fronted  Dale  again  in  the 
ninth  frame,  but  Burden,  who 
beat  him  5-0  in  the  qualifying 
competition  of  foe  German 
Open  this  season,  overcut  a 
brown  to  a  baulk  pocket  when 
an  additional  blue  would 
have  secured  victory.  Dale 
cleared  to  pink  to  trail  5-4 


before  adding  foe  dosing  two 
frames. 

Matthew  Stevens,  a  sur¬ 
prise  semi-finalist  at  the 
Grand  Prix,  compiled  the  first  ■ 
century  break,  105,  during  a' 
6-3  victory  over  Jamie . 
Woodman. 

Willie  Thome,  runner-up  to 
Steve  Davis  in  the  UK  champ¬ 
ionship  12  years  ago,  high¬ 
lighted  a  6-2  win  over  Peter 
McCullagh  with  breaks  of  81 
and  75.  while  John  Read,  of 
Wolverhampton  progressed 
to  meet  Stephen  Hendry,  the 
title-holder,  by  rallying  to  beat 
Michael  Judge  6-3. 
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TO  THOMAS  ANSTLY  BAILEY 

unu'OP.vonH  inn  l  raffs  mux,  noMur,  iew  bsi  mwCuu 
siw  mac.  38TX.  OB190  SAXTCMur,  bucqona.  san. 
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lb  ul  Sudani  rf  1  br  Maori.  HttTW 

Tt*  Caxfan  daoMds  nimril  el  176J30  97  Ar  Maun  mb  due  ob  i  ludanM  rflht 
Hqfi  CiXM  ffl  luao,  Qw*ns  Bn**  Dnam  dwd  to  Jd  day  of|u*  'W 
nwSa«x>  DatUAd  a  ai  aopolM  doOMM  and  a 

in  8*  iter  tf  iht  fa  wanu  of  to  jdMBVmci 

«toi  21  dM  oi  to  <am  apon  you  o>  muU  tc  (wimp  and  wu  papaft 
jnrfgwfciuftntyfonvai,  i  yai  an>  n  »y  da^i  s  u  na  pniu.  ycu  thouU  vA 
ato®  mmedtot,  te*i  a  sofiou*  r*  youf  tend  Garni  mukf  (umi 
rv  SUbton  Ctmuxlanbe  or  a  iaiftvcarT  jnd  tzicaon  bon 

Utoswood  S  Co  of  40  tVtfeci  Shfl  London  WIM  BIN.  Sokohn  Im  to  Onto 
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mnel  la  toe  brtn  icntd  op  you 
.  You  am  M  «A  to  Draind 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


TV*  Iu*uJa*uy  Aa  198 6 
MQBSfOT  LHPTBP 
NOTICE  IS  HUBBY  GIVEN, 
to  iMin  98  of  to 
Act  1986.  tk tx  • 
ICMtonaftlwitaN 
jnOl  bo  Md  on 
27th  NMmbn  1997  m  4 


KIM  <EN  Bl  ZXflO  BOOB  tor  A* 
wupmw  MMWto—d  In  Sacdoaa 
99.  WO  sad  101  tho  saU  Act. 
NOTICE  IS  KJKIHU  GIVEN  tine 
Kanztca  Raynaud  Denlafltax 

CtoKHhooM  Square,  brado* 
EC1V  fiBN  l>  wjpitoredw  acta* 
Oh  quuiflacf  uuoftrury  rncH, 
Moon  pnrenont  to  thettan 

S-6C2X*)  of  to*  akid  tot  who  «fll 

farnUA  exotfou,  ftOO  Of  dum, 

wftfc  md  Inform*  rfrwt  «*<*»- 
lafl  ttoCoypp-AV  atfafa*  a*  th»y 
n»  i  ■— umiMy  reoolrt 
Duad  Odn  10th  d>T  oT  Hovontor 
1997 

By  Odgr  a!  to  toad 
IMS  imafflam  Director 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF 


NO  006312  Of  1997 
CHAHCBBT  OnrtSlOH 
COMPANIES  COURT 
XN  THE  MATTER  V  CXTYCATB 
SCALEBSHXH  LOOTED 
AND 


■NOTICE  W  taXEBVGSVBK  ttot 
■  Fllliwi  m  on  27  OcWbw 
1999  Minted  to  Hot  MatMto-i 
Hlflb  Coart^of  frretig^fag^tLa 


nsti 

AND  NOTICE  19 _ 

cxvrar  that  tho  ssfd  Mdoa  to 
direct*!  to  bo  htatd  before  the 
lwyi-Hi  of  the  Coerpaaten 
Crest,  m  die  h*r>l  Orest*  at 
Uigi,  Asad,  London  NC2A 
2LL  on  Wednaadsy  26  ifavnober 
1997. 

AMY  Creditor  Or  fniarehnldw  of 
fits  "totf*  Ccugiuif  dMUsn  o> 
oppom  tbs  Mkbg  tfn  M** 
for  iha  onaHnoattom  at  ilia  saU 

nOocdoB  of  ■  "pitmi  h tumid 
appear  at  the  dare  of  btmtefl  in 
pen n  er  by  Cotreiei  for  that 
pnrpOto. 

AmyofthenldFedtipawaitM 
ftntiuMl  n  uy  •qrfi  p^rion 
teqatoteg  tfc*  nw  by  dw 


- —  Solicitor  on 

of  ttt»  Mflnlatad  cinrjB 


—  the 

Doted  thU  1 1th  dry  of  Wot—her 
1997. 

J“*aioBOBilHHdof  BLOm 
Me,  78  Xhwni  Stnret,  Loston 
swixexn 

fMMter  th*  atm,*  named 
Company.  _ 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE 
OF  MUSIC 

Prince  Consort  Road 
London  SW7  ZBS 

NOTICE  to  hereby  given  that 
the 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND 
THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL 
GENERAL  MEETING 

Of  (tie  Corporation  win  be 
held  a  the  College  on 
Monday  15  December  1997 
a  3.4Spm  ro  receive  a 
Repot  and  Statement  of 
Accounts  fium  the  Council. 

Any  member  wishing  to 
mend  as  a  Graduate  should 
apply  by  &  December  1997 
to  The  Qexk  ro  the  Council 
a  Ac  above  address, 
furnishing  d»**itc  of  bis  /  her 

claim  to  membetihip.  so  dm 
the  necessary  papers, 
security  and  voting 
authorities  may  be  male 
available  ai  the  meeting. 

DATED  10  November  1997 
W  M  Morgan 
Cist  id  the  CotmcdL 


M^MHTvSJni^uKnreD 
oW  Oat 

hmtrm  tarem  Dnttamn 

rzrA  or  ropptotoc  a 


lb*n>  tod  awNfore  mi 

Jtnr  1997. 

HA.  DOtMHBTCet  Uanfaterer 


COMPANIES  ACTS 
1963-1990  OF 
IRELAND 

DANA  PETROLEUM  pic 

iRegisttrfd  In  lir  Republic  tf 
IreitmJ  iriiJi  rexiamd 
number  /{99.t7i 

NOTICE  IS  HERBY  GIVEN  dm. 
purnute  Id  Section  201  of  [he 
Con  if  lie*  Act  1963  of  Iiehiid,  a 
meeting  of  die  iknboiden  o( 
Dana  lo  Ltor  place  at  die  oTEcet  of 
Alien  A  Owy,  One  New  Change. 
London  EC4M  9QQ  at  1030  am 
on  4th  December.  1997  bss  been 
conwaiej  by  The  High  Cbmt  nf 
Ireland  to  consider,  and  if  tfaongbl 
Bt  approve  i  Scheme  of 
Ananjrmem  *>Wd}  amid  reseh 
in  Dm  Penuleuiu  pie  having  a 
new  bolding  cwnjwny  regmerod 
aader  the  laws  of  England  and 
Wales. 

Thu  Nonce  appears  pucraam  u  u 
order  dosd  >M>  November,  1997 
oi  The  High  Coon  ofliri  and. 


1  GAM  CCA}  LOOTED 
COMPANY  HBWm  1979341 

2  GfUA  FINANCIAL  SBhVICKS 

UMTTXO 

OOOfPANf  NOMBEB  1S83A03 

3  CAN  INVESTMENTS  LIMITED 

COMPANY  NUMBER  1O70O1O 

4  GW  SERVICES  LOOTED 


_  COMPANY  NUMBER  022107 

6  GENERAL  PORTFOLIO  TRAVEL 

•t  cOTvnmo«s  plc 
COMPANY  NDaUJEl  2I2B0M 

7  GAN  CONSULTANTS  UMITSD 

COMPANY  NUMBER  206640. 7 

B  GENERAL  PORTFOLIO 
WBLLBSUHY  LIMITED 
CDMPANT  NOMB1?  1516307 
CALL  D«  MEMBERS-  VOLUNTARY 

uoamAXioN) 

NOTICE  TO  CREDITOBS.- 
On  6  Namlwr  1997  Om  m ton 


WMHiuuto  warn  *ppatetod  am 

nqafttMor  by  the  atretoholdnr*. 

Th*  lltoUator  gtva*  ma  srefor 

of  *uU  4J82A  of 


ftdda^LowteBffCI  9W,  by  19th 

DMwto  1997  wUedh  in  the  tear 

dn  for  pwlno  etntm*  Th* 

Uqnkhnor  afoo  stote  boric*  Man 

h*  wm  chm>  realm  >  n--i 
dMndDiMndlMnada.1 
*n*  twt  took*  , 

claim  By  (ha  dare  i 


CO  Bbd.  LfowteM*, 


LEGAL,  PUBLIC,  COMPANY  & 
PARLIAMENTARY  NOTICES 

TO  PLACE  NOTICES  FOB  THIS  SECTION 
PLEASE  TELEPHONE 

0371-4806878 

OR 

FAX: 0171 481  9313 

Notices  are  subject  to  confirmation  sad  should  be 
nmtd  bf  130pm  two  days  prior  to  insrotlan. 
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Hoddle  points  the  way  ahead  for  Arsenal  striker  as  he  chases  England  place 


Wright  is 

gunning 
to  stake 
his  claim 


By  Matt  Dickinson 


FOR  any  other  striker  it  would 
be  a  blip  at  worst.  For  Ian 
Wright,  though,  failure  to 
score  in  the  past  four  FA 
Carling  Premiership  games  is 
deemed  to  be  bordering  on  a 
crisis  and  it  was  enough  to 
prompt  some  lengthy  analysis 
of  the  Arsenal  forward  at 
Bisham  Abbey  this  week, 
where  England  are  preparing 
for  the  international  against 
Cameroon  on  Saturday. 

Whether  Wright  will  be 
among  Glenn  Hoddle’s  merry 
band  travelling  to  France  in 
the  summer  could  be  one  of 
the  fascinating  sub-plots  of  the 
season,  and  the  England 
coach  only  muddied  the  wa¬ 
ters  further  the  more  he  talked 
about  the  enigmatic  player. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  Wright,  passionate  to  the 
end  and  often  to  a  fault,  would 
be  devastated  by  omission 
from  the  World  Cup  which,  at 
34.  could  provide  a  fulfilling 
and  dramatic  dimax  to  a 
colourful  career.  He  had  not 
even  made  it  bade  to  the 
dressing-room  after  England's 
decisive  draw  againsr  Italy  in 
Rome  before,  his  eyes  wild 
with  childlike  excitement  and 
longing,  he  pleaded:  "Pick  me. 
pick  me,  Glenn." 

Hoddle.  compassionate  but 
no  sentimentalist,  gave  his 
blunt  answer  this  week.  “All 
the  players  understand  that. 


dependent  on  injuries  over  the 
next  seven  months,  there  are 
only  a  Few  cast-iron  certain¬ 
ties."  he  said.  "Ian  knows  he 
isn't  one  of  them,  and  even 
those  that  are  must  maintain 
their  form. 

"But  he  knows  he  has 
another  opportunity.  If  he  had 
been  told  two  years'  ago  that 
he  had  a  chance  of  playing  in 
the  World  Cup  he  would  have 
laughed.  The  main  event  is 
playing  well  for  Arsenal,  try¬ 
ing  to  win  the  championship 
and  then  going  on  to  the 
World  Cup." 

Nine  Premiership  goals  this 
season  hardly  constitutes  a 
drought  but  Wright  does  in¬ 
deed  seem  to  be  struggling  to 
fulfil  his  target  of  playing  well 
and  consistently  at  club  level. 
The  absence  of  Dennis  Berg- 
kamp  appears  to  upset  Wright 
personally  as  much  as  the 
Arsenal  team  collectively  and 
he  has  performed  fitfully 
since  breaking- Cliff  Bastin's 
Highbury  goalscoring  record. 

"I  just  think  the  record  was 
a  bit  of  a  barrier.”  Hoddle 
said.  “He  needs  to  imagine 
there  is  another  one  there  to  be 
broken.  He  was  magnificent 
in  Italy.  I  asked  him  to  do  a 
specific  job  and  he  did  it 
almost  to  a  tee,  hitting  the  post 
at  the  end.  But  he  just  needs  to 
recharge  again  because  a  lot 
has  happened  this  year  for 


A  relaxed  Wright  takes  a  break  with  Nicky  Butt  left,  and  Teddy  Sheringham  during  an  England  training  session  at  Bisham  Abbey 


him.  many  positive  and  a  few 
negative.  A  goal  will  do  it. 
Once  he  sticks  one  in  the  back 
of  the  net.  the  big  flyer  will  be 
back." 

It  is  the  fear,  though,  that 
Wright’s  many  off-field  activi¬ 
ties  are  distracting  him  that 
concerns  the  England  camp 
and  it  is  something  that  the 


player  reoently  admitted  to  in 
a  phone  call  to  John  Gorman, 
Hoddleis  assistant  A  commit¬ 
ted  charity  worker,  recently 
seen  in  Brixton  as  supporting 
a  police  gun  amnesty,  Wright 
has  also  capitalised  wherever 
possible  on  his  high  profile 
with  an  endorsement  by  Nike, 
as  well  as  a  newspaper  col¬ 


umn  that  has  probably  cost 
him  as  much  in  fines  as  it  has 
added  to  his  bank  balance.  As 
a  late  developer  in  the  game, 
his  desire  to  cash  in  is  under¬ 
standable,  but  even  he  is 
willing  to  cut  down  the  money 
making  and  focus  his  atten¬ 
tions  on  a  place  in  noddle's 
22-man  squad. 


"fan  is  getting  on  a  bit  now," 
Hoddle  said.  "You  can  do 
tilings  when  you  are  23,  not 
when  you  are  30-plus.  This  is 
the  biggest  season  he  will  ever 
have  in  his  career  and  he  has 
been  turning  down  tilings  off 
thepheh- 

“It  was  a  few  too  many 
appearances,  here  and  there. 


not  just  the  commercial  side, 
because  he  does  a  lot  for 
different  charities.  He  spoke  to 
John  Gorman  and  made  sure 
the  message  got  through  to  me 
that  he  was  doing  that.  He 
realised  it  himself  and  has  put 
his  hand  up.  As  a  coach,  you 
can  never  quite  know  what  is 
going  on  behind  the  scenes.” 


Wales  profit  from  learning  experience 


Rxvalda  of  Brazil,  clears  a  challenge  from  Coleman  yesterday 


Brazil ...... _ ... _ _ _ ..3 

Wales . 0 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

IT  WAS  a  mis-match,  but  then 
everybody  knew  that.  Brazil  may 
have  been  without  Ronaldo  and 
Romario,  Deni  Ison  and  Edmundo. 
but  they  were  still  able  to  field  a 
team  to  make  many  a  manager 
drool  with  envy.  Wales  were  with¬ 
out  Giggs.  Hughes.  Hartson  and 
Blake  and  to  take  on  the  world 
champions  with  a  handful  of  Na¬ 
tionwide  League  novices  in  their 
stead  seemed,  at  best,  eccentric. 

Eccentric,  yes,  but  a  failure,  no. 
The  expected  rout  never  happened 
and  Bobby  Gould,  the  Wales  man¬ 
ager,  found  his  unheralded  players 


rising  to  the  challenge  with  unex¬ 
pected  honours.  But  for  two  typical¬ 
ly  Brazilian  free  kicks  —  you  know, 
the  cannonball  curlers  that  wobble 
improbably  but  unstoppably  to¬ 
wards  top  and  bottom  comers  —  the 
margin  would  have  been  1-0  and  the 
natives  would  have  been  restlessly 
inquiring  into  how  such  a  fright 
could  have  happened 

Gould  could  afford  to  accentuate 
the  positive  afterwards.  Wayward 
finishing  may  have  denied  his 
cobbled-together  team  the  goal  their 
performance  deserved,  but  he  and 
they  returned  home  with  heads  held 
high. 

“We  had  seven  dear-cut  chances, 
but  they  scored  two  world-class 
goals,”  Gould  said.  "You've  got  to  be 
there  to  see  how  brilliant  they  are. 
What  l*m  trying  to  do  is  tell  my 


players  that  they’ve  got  to  lock  at 
what  they  saw  today  and  say:  That 
is  what  I  want  to  be.' 

"We  had  three  players  under  21  in 
the  team.  This  was  a  fantastic 
experience.  We’ve  got  .to  have  faith 
and  belief  in  our  players  and  some 
of  themroseto  the  challenge.1  People 
tike  this  have  to  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  find  out  if  they  have  the 
capability."  People  like  Simon  Haw¬ 
orth,  who  took  his  first  steps  in 
international  football  in  Brasilia 
yesterday. 

Haworth,  of  Coventry  City, 
earned  special  praise  from  his 
manager  —  “he  was  colossal”  —  as 
did  Dean  Saunders,  the  veteran 
Nottingham  Rarest  striker  —  "he 
was  truly,  truly  superb".  Both  were 
unlucky  not  to  score. 

As  it  was,  Brazil  made  the  game 


safe  with  two  goals  in  four  minutes, 
first  from  Hnho,  breaking  through 
tire  Wales  defence  just  after  the  half- 
hour.  then  RivaJda  who  scored  with 
a  30-yard  free  lock  after  he  had  been 
felled  by  Speed.  When  Rodrigo  was 
brought  down  on  the.  edge  of  the 
penally  area  five  infcttites  into 'the’ 
second  half,  he  got  up  to  bend  in  the 
third. 

BRAZL  (4-4-2):  TaffareJ  —  CaW  [nub:  Za  Marta. 
70m»nj.  AM*.  AradnS  Cruzjsutr.  Junior  SaJano  B4)r 
Dortva  —  Ze  Roberto.  Rarto  Concefcao  (sub: 
Emerson  70).  RtaHo,  Znho  —  Muter  (sub: 

,  Rodrigo  46).  Oorto. 

WALES  (1-4-3-S):  P  Jones  (SouJhampton:  si*r.  A 
Mart*.  VWwfwn.  BT) — G  Spaed  (Bwtoftf— S 
JonWna  (HuddarefieM  Town  a**  Andrew  W&- 
tame,  Southeroton.  B1).  C  Coleman  (Btadkbum 
Rows),  K  Ready  (Queens  Parir  Rangera),  R  Page 
‘  -  J  RoUrnon  (Charlton  AtfitettcfM 

CShefSeU  Wednesday;  sutr  PTraBcrpe. 


Wanderers,  60), 
fMnec  J  CastnB  (Argentina). 


Wilkinson 
rejects 
chance  to 
rejoin 
Wednesday 

By  David  MADDOCac 

HOWARD  WILKINSON  has 

declined  an  offer  to  become  the 

manager  of  Sheffield  Wednes¬ 
day.  He  confirmed  yesterday 
that  he  will  be  staying  with  me 
Football  Association  as  its 
technical  director. 

Wilkinson,  who  managed 
Wednesday  before  his  last 
dub  post,  at  Leeds  United, 
and  this  week  unveiled  his 
Charter  for  Quality-  a  blue¬ 
print  for  the  future  of  the 
English  game,  said:  "I  have 
got  a  contract  with  the  FA  and 

I'm  manager  of  the  under-18 
side.  1  have  just  seen  my 
charter  pushed  through  and 
now  Itn  committed  to  getting 
it  organised.  I  was  committed 
when  I  signed  the  contract 
with  the  FA  and  I’m  commit¬ 
ted  now." 

His  decision  leaves  Dave 
Richards,  the  Wednesday 
chairman,  wondering  where 
to  turn.  The  dub  had  stated 
that  the  successor  to  David 
Pleat  would  be  announced 
yesterday. 

It  appears  that  Richards,  a 
member  of  the  FA  Council, 
was  reminded  by  the  powers 
that  be  at  Lancaster  Gate  that 
Wflkmsoo  was  seen  as  a 
valuable  member  of  staff. 
Wilkinson  has  always  played 
by  the  book  and  would  never 
break  a  contract. 

Last  night  it  became  in¬ 
creasingly  obvious  that  the 
Wednesday  board  had  pinned 
its  hopes  on  WIQdnson  and 
would  not  be  returning  to  a 
shortlist  containing  experi¬ 
enced  names  such  as  Ray 
Harford.  Bruce  Rioch  and  Joe 
Rqyle. 

It  is  understood  that  an 
emergency  meeting  of  the 
directors  considered  Steve 
Bruce,  the' former  Manchester 
United  centre  half  and  cap¬ 
tain,  who  is  playing  with 
Birmingham  City. 

Tony  Cottee,  the  former 
England  striker,  is  bong 
'allowed  to  leave  Leicester  City 
after  three  months  at  filbert 
Street  Hehas  joined  Birming¬ 
ham  on  loan  for  a  month  with 
a  view  to  a  permanent  trans¬ 
fer.  Cottee,  32,  has  started  only 
one  match  in  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership  ^  since1  joining 
Leicester  from  Selangor,  a 
Malaysian  dub,  for.  £500,000. 

Trevor  Francis,  the 
Birmingham  manager,  whose 
team  has  slipped  from  second 
to  fourteenth  place  in  the 
Nationwide  League  first  divi- 
sion  over  the  past  two  months, 
is  also  keen  on  Nestor  Subvat, 
another  striker,  who. played, 
for  Switzerland  in  "the  1994 
World  Cup.  Subiat  31.  is 
playing  with  Basle,  on  loan 
from  Grasshoppers  of  Zurich. 


Lincoln  and  North  London  offer  grounds  for  giant-killing  acts  in  intriguing  first-round  ties 


i  Sherwood’s  Gray  day  haunts  him  still 


No  sporting  event 
suspends  reality 
like  the  FA  Cup. 
Little  people  be¬ 
come  heroes  overnight  and 
legends  in  time.  As  the  epii- 
ume  of  just  what  is  possible, 
Ronnie  Radford.  Chris  Kelly 
and  Tim  Buzaglo  are  part  of 
football's  folklore.  So,  rather 
more  haplessly,  is  Peter 
Mellor.  the  Fulham  goalkeep¬ 
er.  who  conceded  two  of  the 
daftest  goals  seen  at  Wembley 
in  the  1075  final. 

It  is  unfair  to  rank  Steve 
Sherwood  alongside  Mellor 
though  he,  too.  remains  in  the 
memory  for  an  unfortunate 
goal  conceded.  Watford  trailed 
Evenon  1-0  in  the  second  half 
when  a  high,  hanging  cross 
was  curled  in  from  rHe  right 
flank.  It  appeared  to  be  too 
close  to  Sherwood,  moving  off 
his  line,  but  Andy  Gray  con¬ 
tinued  his  run.  rose  with  the 


Richard  Hobson  talks  to  a  goalkeeper 
once  involved  in  Wembley  controversy 


goalkeeper  and  nodded  the 
ball  seemingly  from  Sher¬ 
wood's  outstretched  arms  into 
the  net  The  year  was  I9S4  and 
Sherwood  has  recounted  the 
incident  so  many  times  that  he 
talks  like  a  schoolboy  reciting 
his  tables.  There  is  neither 
anger  nor  bitterness  in  his 
voice,  not  yet.  By  the  weekend 
even  this  most  accommodat¬ 
ing  man  might  tire  of  telling 
the  tale. 

Saturday  sees  the  first 
round  proper  of  the  competi¬ 
tion  this  season  and  Sher¬ 
wood.  at  43,  will  keep  goal  for 
Gainsborough  Trinity  against 


Lincoln  City.  He  has  been  a 
guiding  light  through  the 
qualifying  rounds  and  the 
focus  of  attention  since  the 
draw  matched  the  Unibond 
League  premier  division  side 
with  their  nearest  league  dub, 
some  30  minutes  away.  “I  had 
forgotten  whar  it  was  like  to 
answer  the  phone  and  have  a 
reporter  at  the  other  end." 
Sherwood  reflected. 

Conversations  take  a  famil¬ 
iar  route.  A  few  pleasantries 
are  exchanged,  some  facts 
volunteered  and  then,  as  if  the 
question  has  dawned  sponta¬ 
neously,  a  request  for  memo¬ 
ries  of  that  goal. 

So  here  goes:  “There  was  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  it  was  a 
foul.  Andy  was  doing  his  job 
and  I  hold  no  grudge  against 
him.  but  he  knew  he  touched 
me  when  he  jumped.  Nine 
rimes  out  of  ten  he  would  not 
have  got  away  with  it.  If 
ruined  the  game  because  it 
knocked  us  back  so  far.  Of 
course  it  reflected  badly  on  the 
goalkeeper,  but  I  have  never 
worried  or  felt  1  should  apolo¬ 


gise  because  I  know  what 
reaJJy  happened." 

Sherwood  holds  happier 
memories  of  the  semi-final,  of 
the  moment  when  the  team 
bus  drew  out  of  Villa  Park 
after  the  win  over  Plymouth 
Argyle.  “That  is  when  we 
realised  what  we  had  achie¬ 
ved,  because  it  was  not  a  great 
Watford  side,"  he  said.  “People 
think  of  Cup  final  day  as  a 
great  occasion,  but  for  the 
losing  team  it  is  awful.  I  got  a 
lot  of  criticism  in  the  papers 
the  next  day.  That  Sunday  is 
not  one  I  want  to  live  again.” 

Sherwood  ended  his  League 
career  three  seasons  ago  —  at 
Lincoln,  ironically  —  and  arri¬ 
ved  at  Gainsborough  after  IS 
months  with  Gateshead.  He 
was  considering  retirement 
when  Ernie  Moss,  the  manag¬ 
er.  invited  him  to  Gainsbor¬ 
ough.  He  did  not  take  a  lot  of 
persuading.  ”2  am  suspicious 
of  players  who  give  up  because 
they  say  they  want  to  end  at 
the  top,"  he  said.  "To  me.  that 
says  they  have  lost  their  love 
for  the  game.  When  we  beat 
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Sherwood  at  his  aptly  name  Grimsby  home 


Halifax  to  reach  the  first 
round  proper  we  were  hug¬ 
ging  each  other  on  the  pitch 
and,  at  that  particular  time, 
the  win  meant  as  much  to  me 
as  any  through  my  career.  I  do 
not  think  of  playing  in  non- 
league  football  as  a  come¬ 
down  at  all." 

it  is  hard  to  consider  that 
Sherwood  will  ever  completely 
sever  his  links  with  football. 
The  same  is  true  for  Moss, 
who  remains  Chesterfield's 
leading  league  goal  scorer  with 
161  in  three  spells,  and  die 
oldest  man,  at  42.  to  score  for 
Kettering  Town.  As  the  owner 
of  a  sports  shop  in  Chester¬ 
field.  which  he  used  to  run 
jointly  with  Geoff  Miller,  the 
former  Derbyshire  and  Eng¬ 
land  cricketer,  Moss  wit¬ 
nessed  first  hand  Iasi  season 
the  uplifting  effect  that  a  Cup 
run  can  have  on  a  community. 

Gainsborough  can  only 
dream  of  emulating  last  sea¬ 
son's  semi-finalists,  yet  their 
passage  through  the  qualify¬ 
ing  rounds,  coupled  with  good 
league  form,  has  already  kin¬ 
dled  interest  in  the  town. 
Trinity  won  the  league's  team- 
of  thenmonth  award  for  Octo¬ 
ber.  when  they  won  seven 
games  our  of  right,  and  expect 
to  take  2,000  supporters  to 
Lincoln. 

Their  best  days  are  long 
behind  them.  They  were  elect¬ 
ed  into  the  Football  League  in 
1896  and  played  their  first 
game  against  Newton  Heath. 
Cricket  always  took  priority  at 
(he  Northoime  ground, 
though,  and,  after  finishing 
bottom  of  The  old  second 
division  in  1912.  they  returned 
to  the  Midland  League. 

As  for  Heath,  they  became 
Manchester  United  and  Alex 
Ferguson  has  promised  that 
his  side  will  play  at  Northoime 
to  mark  Trinity's  125th  anni¬ 
versary  next  summer.  With 
good  fortune,  some  of  the 
players  on  Saturday  may  be 
familiar  names  by  then, 
though,  unfortunately,  nor  as 
familiar  as  Steve  Sherwood. 


Hyatt  catches  new  mood 
of  optimism  at  Hendon 


Freddie  Hyatt  used  to 
help  fix  curtains  but 
wanted  a  job  with 
better  long-tom  pros¬ 
pects.  He  is  now  employed  by 
the  Royal  Borough  of  Ken¬ 
sington  and  Chelsea  and  en¬ 
joys  his  work,  rummaging 
among  the  debris  of  human 
life  in  the  dark,  dank  comers 
of  West  London.  He  is  a 
senior  pest  control  technician: 
a  rat-catcher. 

On  Saturday,  Hyatt,  29,  will 
give  the  King’s  Road  rodents 
a  break.  Lack  of  overtime  tins 
weekend  means  the  morning 
off  and  proper  preparation  for 
Hendon’s  FA  Cup  first-round 
tie  against  Leyton  Orient  at 
Claremont  Road.  A  chance, 
perhaps,  to  exterminate  Ori¬ 
ent’s  hopes. 

Hyatt  the  Hendon  midfield 
player,  ventures  daily  where 
others  fear  to  tread:  into 
crumbling  sewers  teeming 
with  vermin,  needle-strewn 
basements  once  inhabited  by 
drug  addicts  and  cockroach- 
infested  houses  containing  de¬ 
composing  corpses.  After  four 
years,  he  has  become  immune 
to  flesh-creeping  horror. 

“You  get  used  it  it  doesn't 
bother  me  now.”  he  said.  "I 
supervise  the  lads  who  do 
most  of  the  work  but  we  ail  get 
our  hands  dirty.  We  once  had 
about  thirty  rats  running 
around  our  feet  and  over  our 
shoulders.  The  trouble  is, 
they’re  partially  blind.  They 
don't  really  know  where 
they're  going." 

House  dealing  can  be 
worse.  “Sometimes,  the  body 
of  the  person  who  has  died  is 
still  there  and  has  been,  for 
some  time,”  Hyatt  said. 
“That’s  not  the  problem,  we 
just  dear  up  what’s  left.  What 
gets  me  is  when  the  relatives 
turn  up.  They're  not  usually 
concerned  about  why  or  how 
the  person  died,  just  about 
what  they  can  have,  what’s  in 


Russell  Kerapson 
meets  a  non-league 
player  who  has  an 
unenviable  day  job 

it  for  them.  They’re  nothing 
but  scavengers." 

Hendon,  the  Isthmian 
League  dub,  sit  in  mid-table 
in  the  premier  division  under 
the  guidance  of  Frank  Mur¬ 
phy,  the  manager  who  dou¬ 
bles  as  mine  host  of  the  Prince 
Albert  pub  in  Dulwich.  They 
have  planning  permission  to 
develop  Claremont  Road  into 
a  12.000-capacity  stadium  and 
have  a  new,  99-year  lease.  . 

Three  yeans  ago.  though, 
the  dub  almost  expired.  Only 
the  last-minute  intervention  of 
Ivor  Arbiter  prevented  a  grisly 
demise  for  the  three-times 
Amateur  Cup  .winners:  the 
only  side,  in  34  seasons;  never 
to  have  .experienced  relega¬ 
tion  from  the  leading  Isthmi¬ 
an  division:  the'  dub  that 
spawned  ■  Denis  arid  Leslie 


Hyatt  dirty,  work 


Compton  and  ...  er,  Iain 
Dowie.  Arbiter,  67,  runs  the 
Aririter  Group,  the  distributor 
of  musical  instruments  to  the 
rich  and  famous.  Pick  a  pop 
legend,  any  one,  and  it  is 
'  likely  that  he  or  she  has  been 
kitted  out  by  the  west  Hendon, 
company.  Fender  guitars,  the 
firm’s  leading  brand,  sponsor 
the  football  dub. 

"It  was  either  watch  them 
go  into  extinction  or  help 
them  out"  Arbiter,  the  Hen¬ 
don  chairman,  said.  “It  looked 
like  a  borstal  institution  when 
we  took  over,  with  -barbed 
wire  fences  everywhere,  fait 
we’ve  worked  hard  and  ifs 
looking  good.  IfS  amazing 
ho w  emotionally  involved  you 
can  become. 

"I  used  to  follow  Arsenal 
bat  always  had  a  secret  ambi¬ 
tion  to  be  chairman  of  a 
football  dub.  1  didn't  fancy  a 
Football  League  -side  -  too 
much  pressure,  too  much 
money  —  bm  its  luce  here 
Nice  crowd,  nice  people.  It’s  a 
hobby  which  has  grown  and 
Pm  startmg'to  enjoy  it.  now, 
even  if  we  are  spending  a  bit 
'  too  much.1’  - 

Arbiter's  other  passion  is 
the  sea.  He  rescued  the  dub 
wtuleonaboat  off  the  coast  of 
Holland,  with  negotiations 
conducted  by  ship-to-shore 
radio.  "Hie  line  was  a  bit 
crackly  but  we  got  the  job 
dene,"  he  said.  On  Saturday, 
Ik  wflj  listen  to  the  game  by 
telephone  from  a  hold  in 
Buenos  Aires,  where  be  and 
his  wife,  Adrienne;  condode  a 
three-week  cruise  —  a  belated 
42rtd  wedding  anniversary 

present  .  - .  ...  .. 

“IPs  our  biggest  notch  since 
we  took  over  and  its  st  shame 
to  have  to  miss  it”  he  raid. 
“When  I  booked  the  trip,  I: 

.  didn’t  realise  the  dates 
:  dashed.  I  couldn’t  really  can¬ 
cel  it.  I  couldn’t  do  that  to  the 
wife,  could  ir  .  * 
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FOOTBALL:  IRELAND  FOLLOW  VETERAN  STRIKER  TOWARDS  WORLD  CUP 
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Cascarino  plans  French  finale 


F°/  Tory  Cascarino. 
tone  is  of  the  essence. 
He  has  perhaps  one 
more  match  at  inter¬ 
national  level,  should  Ireland 
lose  to  Belgium  in  the  second 
leg  of  their  World  CUp  qualify- 
mg  plajFoff  in  Brussels  on 
Saturday,  perhaps  six  months 
more  on  the  .  dub  circuit, 
should  his  contract  with  AS 
Nappy,  the  French  second 
divuibn  side,  not  be  renewed 
at  the  end  of  the  season.  At  35, 
the  queue  of  prospective  em¬ 
ployers  is  dwindling. 

Cascarino  shrugs  it  off  wnh 

almost  casual  indifference. 
After  16  years  and  seven  dubs, 
there  is-  little  left  to  fear.  Old 
centre  forwards  never  die, 
anyway;  they  simply  fade 
away.  He  will  reappear  in 
some  new  guise,  somewhere, 
contributing  in  the  same,  hon¬ 
est  fashion  that  has  charac¬ 
terised  his  career.  Did  not 
Wimbledon  inquire  about  his 
health  only  a  few  weeks  ago? 

“I'm  enjoying  it  at  Nancy," 
he  said.  “We’re  top  of  the 
second  division,  going  for 
promotion  and  weVe  got  a 
good  young  side  with  some 
very  promising  players.  The 
club  has  always  had  a  good 
reputation  for  bringing 
through  the  younger  lads  and 
you  can  see  why.  If  we  go  up, 
who  knows?  I  might  have 
another  year  left  m  me,  I 


Russell 


Kempson 


celebrates 


an  unlikely 


revival 


needed  a  striker  and  I  fancied 
a  change,”  he  said.  lie  also 


might  not  1H  have  to  see 
what*s  available.”  Vest  la  vie. 

Adjusting  to  France  has  not 
proved  a  problem.  He  joined 
Marseilles  on  a  free  transfer 
from  Chelsea  in  1994,  scoring 
77  goals  in  two  seasons,  before 
moving  on  a  year  ago.  “Nancy 


likes  the  calm  Gallic  existence. 
"lt*s  good  to  go  out.  have  a 
nice  meal,  just  relax.  Gone  are 
the  days  of  drinking  and 
clubbing.”  . 

Gone  are  the  days.  too.  of 
the  lanky,  lumbering  central 
strikers  who  made  up  for  lack 
of  skill  and  pace  fay  physical 
presence  and  aerial  power.  If 
the  centre  back  sustained  a 
lump  or  two,  so  be  it;  if  the 
goalkeeper  got  unfairly  jos¬ 
tled,  tough, ' 

Cascarino,  in  many  re¬ 
spects,  is  a  relic  of  die  past. 
Nowadays,  at  home  and 
abroad,  centre  forwards  are 
built  mostly  for  speed.  It  is  not 
enough  to  bully  an  opponent 
or  bulldoze  a  way  through; 
managers  look  for  more  sub¬ 
tlety,  more  grace  and  guile. 
And,  naturally,  more  goals. 

In  April,  after  Ireland's  dis¬ 
mal  3-2  defeat  against  Mac¬ 
edonia  in  Skopje,  Cascarino's 
proud  .wearing  of  the  green 
shirt  appeared  over.  He 
played  when  palpably  unfit, 
such  was- his  desire  to  help  the 
cause,  and  was  replaced  at 
half-time.  “I  was  going  to  drop 
him  foam  the  squad.”  Mick 


McCarthy,  toe  Ireland  man¬ 
ager,  said.  “I  thought  he  was 
finished* 

Five  months  later,  Cas¬ 
carino  scored  twice  in  the  2-1 
victory  against  Lithuania  in 
Vilnius  that  effectively  secured 
Ireland's  play-off  berth.  Mc¬ 
Carthy  sung  his  praises  and 
thanked  the  Lard  for  giving 
him  the  good  sense  to  recon¬ 
sider. 

Cascarino  is  the  only  squad 
member  to  have  played  a  rote 
in  Ireland's  11  qualifying  ties, 
in  which  he  has  scored  seven 
times.  His  19  goals  in  75 
internationals  is  only  one 
short  of  Frank  Stapleton’s 

lrdand  record.  Impressive  sta¬ 
tistics,  yet  meaningless  if  he 
and  hiscountry  do  not  reach 
their  third  successive  World 
Cup  finals. 

Ireland  have  to  score  at  least 
once  on  Saturday,  after  the 
disappointing  1-1  draw  against 
Belgium  ar  Lartsdowne  Road 
last  month,  to  retain  a  chance 
of  going  on  to  France  next 
year.  “If  I  don't  score,  bur  we 
get  through,  that's  fine," 
Cascarino  said.  “We  can’t  play 
any  worse  than  we  did  in 
Dublin  and,  anyway,  we  tend 
to  play  better  away  from 
home.  I  think  we  made  Bel¬ 
gium  look  better  than  they 
were. 

"It's  a  bit  strange,  really. 
When  I  was  on  my  way  to 
Marseilles  three  years  ago,  I 
never  imagined  Iti  be  in  the 
position  nn  in  now.  Perhaps 
there’s  some  son  of  destiny  at 
work  here  —  a  chance  to  end 
my  international  career  in 
France  in  the  World  Cup 
finals:  Whotf  have  thoughts?” 


Cascarino  celebrates  against  Romania  last  month 


McCarthy  admits  concern 
about  Houghton’s  injury 


RAY  HOUGHTON  remains  ariaubt- 
Ful  starter  for  the  second  leg  of 
Ireland’s  World  Cup  playoff  against 
Belgium  in  Brussels  on  “Saturday.  The 
Reading  midfield  player  took  no  part 
in  yesterday’s  training  season.  “Ray 
has  a  heel  injury,  which  is  an  obvious 
concern,  and  we  will  just  have  to  wait  - 
and  see,”  the  Ireland  manager.  Mick 
McCarthy,  said. 

David  Kdly,  the  Tranmere  Rovers 
striker,  and  the  Everton  defender, 
Terry  Phelan,  also  missed  training  but 
McCarthy  stressed  that  this  was- 
purely  a  precaution  and  both  would  be 
available  for  selection-  • 

After  the  draw  at  Lansdowne  Road, 
McCarthy  is  expecting  a  tough  strug¬ 
gle.  There  will  be  physical  commit¬ 
ment  ...  but  size  and  weight  don’t 


always  matter.  Belgium  are  a  big, 
strong  team.  But  you  have  to  stand  up 
to  people.  Billy  Bremner.  Johnny  Giles, 
Kenny  Dalglish  and  Toto  Schillari 
were  not  the  biggest  of  players  but  that 
never  worried  them  on  toe  field  of 
play,”  he  said. 

McCarthy  will  not  name  his  team 
until  an  hour  before  toe  start  and 
intends  to  keep  Belgium  guessing 
whether  he  wfll  play  five  in  midfield, 
with  Tony  Cascarino  as  a  lone  striker, 
or  opt  mr  a  more  orthodox  4-42 
formation.  But  with  Ireland  needing  to 
score  to  cancel  out  Belgium's  precious 
away  goal  toe  probability  is  that 
Cascarino  will  be  partnered  by  David 
Connolly,  of  Feyenoord,  with  Lee 
Caiistey.-of  Derby  County,  likely  to  win 
his  third  cap  in  midfield. 


Qatar  miss  rich  rewards  as 
Saudi  Arabia  take  spoils 


SAUDI  Arabia  ended  Qatart  World 
Cup  hopes  with  a  1-0  win  in  Doha 
yesterday  that  secured  their  place  in 
the  finals  in  France  next  year.  Moham¬ 
med  Shahrani  struck  a  shot  under 
Aamer  al  Kaabi,  Qatar’s  reserve 
goalkeeper,  in  the  63rd  minute  to 
decide  the  match  and  the  top  spot  in 
Asian  group  A.  Hie  Saudis  also  quali¬ 
fied  for  toe  finals  in  toe  United  States 
in  1994. 

The  result  meant  that  toe  favourites, 
Iran,  dropped  to  second  and  must  face 
Japan  in  a  playoff  in  Malaysia  on 
Sunday  The  winner  wQl  qualify  for  the 
finals  and  the  loser  will  play  Australia 
over  two  tegs,  on  November  22  and  29. 
Japan  finished  second  in  Asian  group 
B  behind  South  Korea,  who  took  the 
other  automatic  spot. 


Qatar,  who  had  won  their  previous 
three  matches  to  force  their  way  back 
into  contention,  had  gone  into  toe  final 
group  match  looking  for  a  victory  that 
would  have  secured  qualification  for 
the  tiny  Gulf  emirate.  Qatar’s  rulers 
offered  large  cash  prizes,  homes  and 
cars  to  the  players  if  they  qualified. 

The  Qatarteam  started  in  enterpris¬ 
ing  fashion,  putting  pressure  on  their 
neighbours,  who  brought  a  large  army 
of  fans  to  the  Al  Arabi  dub  stadium. 
Shahrani’s  shot  was  a  rare  chance  to 
score. 

Saudi  Arabia,  who  dismissed  their 
coach,  Eduardo  Vmgado,  and  brought 
in  Otto  Pfister  halfway  through  toe 
group  matches,  must  ultimately  thank 
Qatar  for  their  top  spot.  Qatar  beat 
Iran  2-0  at  the  weekend. 


Tied  by  red  tape  and 
running  in  circles 


If  you  are  fit  enough, 
and  determined 
enough,  you  can  run 
your  way  through 
deserts,  up  mountains  and 
across  continents.  But  you  can 
hardly  move  at  all  if  your 
ankles  are  hobbled  with  red 
tape.  . 

Pawing  the  ground  in 
Egypt  today  are  two  runners 
who  had  toe  dream  of  pad¬ 
ding  their  way,  entirely  on 
foot,  toe  length  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Africa  —  from  Alexan¬ 
dria  in  the  north  to  Cape 
Town  in  the  south. 

They  had  hoped  to  raise 
more  than  £1  million  for  two 
charities  —  Save  the  Children 
and  the  Bom  Free  Founda¬ 
tion  —  with  a  6^00-nrile  cross¬ 
country  run  that  had  never 
been  done  before. 

Nicholas  Bourne,  27,  and 
Chris  Rainbow,  29,  set  out 
from  Alexandria  on  October  1. 
Their  spirits  were  high,  their 
bodies  well  prepared  and 
soon  they  were  covering  45 
miles  a  day. 

They  had  had  a  few  prob¬ 
lems  —  an  upset  stomach, 
some  dizzy  spells  and  what 
they  describe  as  a 
couple  of  toe  biggest 
blisters  ever  seen  cm 
the  African  continent. 

But  blisters  were  noth¬ 
ing  to  the  trouble  that 
awaited  them. 


three  two-hour  runs  of  toe 
day,  to  avoid  toe  heat  They 
covered  around  15  miles  in 
cadi  stretch  and  their  relent¬ 
less  progress  made  the  outra¬ 
geous  idea  of  the  end-to-end 
continental  foot-slog  seem 
possible. 

But  17  days  into  their  jour¬ 
ney.  toe  expedition  ran  into 
toe  sand.  An  Egyptian  major 
ordered  them  to  halt  at  Quseir 
on  toe  Red  Sea  coast  warning 
that  ahead  lay  a  no-go  milita¬ 
rized  zone  betwrn  them  and 
the  border  with  Sudan.  Effect¬ 
ively,  they  could  run  no  far¬ 
ther. 

The  frustrated  runners 
opted  not  to  kick  their  heels, 
but  to  keep  their  bodies  and 
minds  in  shape  for  the  thou- 


4 Blisters  were  nothing  to 
the  trouble  that  awaited9 


Bourne  is  something  of  a 
naming  adventurer.  At  18.  he 
competed  for  Great  Britain  as 
a  junior  hurdler  since  then, 
he  has  worked  as  a  model  and 
set  up  his  own  sports  promo¬ 
tion  business.  He  met  his 
fellow  runner.  Rainbow,  after 
placing  an  advert  in  a  run¬ 
ning  magazine  for  someone  to 
join  him  on  what  he  calls  his 
“spiritual  odyssey"  through 
Africa. 

Rainbow,  a  primary  school 
teacher  from  Skegness  in 
Lincolnshire,  is  an  experi¬ 
enced  athlete.  He  completed  a 
run  from  John  O’Groats  to 
Land's  End  in  32  days  in 
1995. 

The  runners  are  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  six-strong  team, 
including  Bourne's  sister, 
Emma,  the  chief  organiser  of 
the  trip.  They  travel  in  four 
ex-Army  Land  Rovers,  donat¬ 
ed  by  the  RAC. 

Once  in  toe  desert,  armed 
with  heart-monitors,  isotonic 
drinks  and  22  pairs  of  run¬ 
ning  shoes  each,  their  training 
started  to  pay  off.  The  runners 
would  get  up  each  morning  at 
330.  breakfast  on  pasta,  and 
set  out  at  4am  for  the  first  of 


sands  of  miles  yet  to  come. 
They  have  been  running 
around  in  circles  in  Egypt 
ever  since. 

Anyone  who  is  mad 
enough,  or  bold  enough,  to 
try  to  go  on  foot  from  Cairo  to 
the  Cape  is  guaranteed  trou¬ 
ble.  Wherever  you  turn,  you 
run  into  awl  war.  uprisings, 
deserts,  swamps  or  toe  dan¬ 
gers  of  being  kidnapped. 
Crossing  Sudan  is  virtually 
impossible.  A  full-scale  dvfi 
war  has  been  going  on  for 
decades;  guerilla  fighters 
roam  the  countryside  and  the 
areas  they  do  not  control  are 
mostly  swamp. 

East  or  west  from  Egypt  is 
just  as  difficult  Ubya,  to  the 
west  is  hostile  and  has 
turned  down  previous  chari¬ 
ty  ventures,  including  Rich¬ 
ard  Branson's  request  to 
overfly  in  a  balloon. 

To  the  east  are  Saudi 
Arabia,  sticky  for  visas,  and 
Yemen,  where  kidnapping  of 
westerners  is  rife.  Further 
dangers  lurk  in  Ethiopia, 
where  the  fierce  Danikii  tribe 
Is  still  apt  to  kill  intruding 
strangers,  and  Somalia, 
where  tribal  fighting  has 


halted  only  because  of  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  country  is 
flooded. 

With  toe  expedition  halted. 
Emma  Bourne  headed  baric 
to  Cairo  in  a  desperate  at¬ 
tempt  to  hade  her  way 
through  the  tangle  of  red  tape, 
In  toe  meantime,  Bourne's 
mother.  May  G randy,  is  run¬ 
ning  round  in  drefes  bade  in 
London,  employing  her  own 
brand  of  shuttle  diplomacy  — 
skuttling  aiergetically  be¬ 
tween  envoys  of  Egypt,  Sudan 
and  Eritrea. 

With  the  Egyptians  still 
refusing  to  grant  passage  to 
toe  Sudan  border,  and  with 
the  ever-present  danger  of 
landmines  there,  (he  only 
realistic  option,  if  toe  expediK 
tion  is  continue,  would  seem' 
to  be  to  take  a  terry  from 
Suez,  sail  down  toe  Red  Sea 
and  therefore  bypass  Sudan 
by  boat.  This,  of  course^ 
would  kick  an  enormous  hole 
in  the  runners'  original 
dream. 

G randy  is  still  hopeful  that 
she  is  within  a  step  of 
charming  a  deal  that  will  let 
toe  runners  through.  If.  in  the 
name  of  sport  and 
charity,  she  can  cobble 
up  an  agreement  get¬ 
ting  the  Egyptians,  Su¬ 
danese  and  Eritreans 
to  deal  with  each  oth¬ 
er,  she  will  have  pulled 


off  more  Qian  the  peacetafkers 
of  the  United  Nations.  And 
the  Run  for  Africa  will  have 
achieved  more  than  its 
organisers  could  ever  have 
dreamed  o£ 

In  toe  days  of  the  Ancient 
Greeks,  sport  managed  to 
flourish  for  centuries,  despite 
the  dangers  of  almost  non¬ 
stop  wars.  Once  every  four 
years,  out  of  respect  for  the 
ancient  Olympic  Games,  war 
ring  cities  and  states  would 
honour  a  truce  to  allow  safe 
passage  to  Olympia  for  their 
champion  athletes. 

Things  are  not  so  easy  these 
days,  as  the  would-be  cross- 
continent  runners  are  discov¬ 
ering.  They  are  determined 
that  nothing  will  make  them 
give  up,  but  what  they  really 
need  in  their  back-up  crew  is 
not  a  mechanic  to  fix  their 
tracks  or  a  nurse  to  lend  their 
wounds,  but  a  diplomat  to  get 
them  across  borders. 

Meanwhile,  they  still  run 
round  in  circles  in  Egypt  — 
still  sadly  taping  their  blisters, 
but  somehow  still  nursing 
their  dream. 


John  Bryant 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


This  hand  from  the  BBL  Premier  League  has  a  similar  theme  to 
yesterday's.  Would  you  rather  defend  or  play  Four  Hearts? 


Dealer  East 


IMPs 


3H  Pass  4H 

Ctoirtn^F«fl-H«artsbySoulh.  Uw*  of  ciuba. 

The  usual  line  in  Four  Hearts  mand  for  a  dub  discard.  The 


was  for  declarer  to  win  the 
dub  lead,  draw  trumps  and 
exit  with  a  dub.  That  would 
have  succeeded  if  East  had 
won  and  innocently  led  _  a 
diamond  from  a  holding  in¬ 
cluding  the  queen.  With  the 
distribution  as  it  is  that  foils, 
and  in  any  case  it  relies  on  a 
defensive  error. 

Better  is  to  play  for  toe  only 
distribution  that  will  guaran¬ 
tee  the  contract  First,  declarer 
has  to  assume  the  dubs  are  8-1 
{quite  possible  — ■  after  all  East 
has  opened  Three  Clubs  at 
adverse  vulnerability)-  So  to 
make  the  best  use  of  hisonfy 
entry  to  dummy  (the  eight  ot 
hearts),  dedarer  should  play 

for  West  to  hold  the  ace  and 
queen  of  diamonds,  and  cor 
East  to  hold  the  queen  of 

spades.  .  , 

After  winning  the  firs*  ctot) 
declarer  draws  trumps  ana 
leads  toe  king  of  diamonds. 
Thai  leaves  West  telpless. 
However  he  defends,  declarer 
win  eventually  set  up  a  dia- 


fortu  irons  doubleton  queen  of 
spades  in  East'S  hand' is  not 
necessary  —  even  if  East  had 
been  3-l-l-S,  after  winning  toe 
king  of  diamonds  with  toe  ace 
West  would  have  to  give 
dedarts-  an  extra  entry  to  play 
spades,  or  play  spades 
himself. 

Finally,  do  you  see  the 
defence  that  does  beat  Four 
Hearts?  West  had  to  start  with 
ace-  and  another  diamond. 
East  ruffs,-  and  now  dedarer 
has  an  inescapable  dub  loser 
as  well  as  toe  ace  of  spades. 
You  should  opt  to  defend - 

□  The  Times  Book  of  Bridge  1, 
a  compendium  of  some  of 
Robert  Sheftoan'S  daily  col¬ 
umns,  is  now  available  in  all 
good  bookshops  or  direct  from 
the  publisher,  BT  Batsford, 
on  01376  321276.  price  £6.99 
(plus  El  p&p). 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  toe  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


Bv  Philip  Howard 


SHAKESPEARIAN 

TRINCULO 

a.  A  jester 

b.  Afoiiy  , 

c.  A  crooked  steward 


FREDERICK 

a.  A lover 

b.  A  wicked  usurper  _ 

c.  A  best  friend 


CLOTEN  . 
a.  An  Athenian  lord 
ffAdot 

c.  A  conspirator 


longaville 

a.  An  attendant  lord 

b.  The  French  Marshal 

c. Atutor  .  ' 

Answers  on  page  43 


By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


Fine  Score 


London  grandmaster  Jon 
Speelman  was  one  of  toe 
heroes  of  the  English  team’s 
performance  in  the  World 
Team  Championship  which 
finished  last  week  in  Lucerne, 
Switzerland.  Speelman  scored 
4  points  from  6  games  and 
many  felt  that  it  would  have 
been  more  profitable  to  em¬ 
ploy  Speelman  in  toe  remain¬ 
ing  three  rounds  of  toe 
tournament,  instead  of  relying 
on  reserves. 

Speelman’s  play  is  a  pleasing 
blend  of  massive  strategic 
vision  allied  with  an  acute 
tactical  ability,  whenever  dan¬ 
ger  threatens.  His  win  today 
against  a  representative  from 
Cuba  shows  his  aggressive 
spirit  and  breadth  of  vision  in 
action.  Particularly  worthy  of 
note  is  his  decision  to  avoid 
castling. 

White:  Jon  Speelman 
Blade  Juan  Benges 
World  Team  Championship, 
Lucerne  1997 
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Diagram  of  final  position 
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Speelman  has  celebrated  his 
fine  result  in  Lucerne  by 
publishing'  the  long  awaited 
book  of  his  best  games.  The 
notes  to  the  encoumers  are 
exceptionally  deep  and  a  fasci¬ 
nating  section  includes  a  blow 
by  blow  account  of  every  game 
from  his  match  victory  against 
Nigel  Short  played  at  London 
in  1988,  a  contest  which  pro¬ 
pelled  Speelman  to  toe  semi¬ 
final  of  the  World 
Championship  Candidates 
tournament.  Jon  Speelm art’s 
Best  Games  (Batsford  £15.99) 
□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  toe  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 


White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Red  — 
Przepiarka,  Marienbad  1925. 

White  is  two  pawns  up  but 
bishops  of  opposite .  colour 
increase  Black’s  drawing 
chances.  However,  there  is  a 
way  of  breaking  through  in¬ 
stantly.  What  is  it? 

Solution  on  page  43 
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Legendary  figure  of  the  ring  sees  career  counted  out 


POPPMFOTO 


Tim  Witherspoon  salutes  his  victory  over  Frank  Bruno  in  the  Duff-promoted  1984  world  heavyweight  tide  fight  at  Wembley  Stadium 


Duff  hears  toll  of  final  bell 


Ir  was  a  small  show  bur  a 
fair  house  at  York  Hall, 
Bethnal  Green,  on  Tues¬ 
day  nighL  The  bill  was 
topped  by  Dominic  Negus,  a 
cruiserweight  from  Havering- 
atre- Bower,  the  Milky  Bar 
Kid.  He  boxed  a  Ukrainian. 
Konstantin  Okhrey,  and 
stopped  him  with  a  left  to  the 
body  in  the  sixth  round. 

Mickey  Duff,  the  promoter, 
has  only  one  boxer.  Monty 
Wright  of  Stevenage,  on  the 
carl  After  Wright  won.  Duff 
went  home,  leaving  his  co¬ 
promoters.  Panix,  to  wrap  up 
the  evening. 

The  promotion  was.  in  ef¬ 
fect  the  last  of  Duffs  47-year 
career.  He  started  matchmak¬ 
ing  in  the  East  End,  at  Leyton 
Baths,  and.  typical  of  the  cruel 
blows  that  boxing  deals  to  its 
loyal  servants,  it  ended  in  the 
East  End  on  a  minor  show. 
Duff  will  neither  confirm  nor 
deny  that  it  is  the  end  of  the 
road  for  him.  All  he  says  is:  “If 
you  don’t  have  socks,  you  can't 
pull  them  up." 

He  has  no  more  dates  with 
Eurosport,  the  only  television 
company  that  has  a  contract 
with  him.  Duff  no  longer  has  a 
sufficient  number  of  world 
title  aspirants  to  induce  tele¬ 
vision  companies  to  back  him. 
His  offices  in  Wardour  Street, 
with  its  views  of  Soho  rooftops 
and  the  entrances  to  basement 
striptease  joints,  closes  today 
and  is  moving,  with  just  one 
secretary,  to  Harrow. 

Duff  will  work  from  his  flat 
in  Marble  Arch.  Terry  Law¬ 
less,  his  long-rime  partner,  has 
already  stopped  relying  on 
National  Promotions  and  puts 
his  boxers  on  Frank  Mal¬ 
oney’s  shows. 

Duff.  68.  has  only  Billy 
Schwer.  the  European  light¬ 
weight  champion,  left  as  a 
credible  world  contender. 
When  Sdiwer  boxed  two 
weeks  ago.  Duff  said:  "If  he 
lost  to  Oscar  Garda,  I  would 


Srikumar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent,  talks  to  a  man 
contemplating  the  last  chapter  of  his  sporting  life 


have  packed  up  completely. 
Now  don’t  write  me  off."  Duff 
is  still  a  manager.  "I  don’t 
have  to  be  active  particularly." 
he  said.  “1  just  have  to  be 
available.  I  can  do  a  deal  with 
Panos  Eliades  [of  Panix  Pro¬ 
motions)  or  others.” 

Duffs  best  boxers  left  to  join 
other  promoters:  Frank  Bru¬ 
no.  Joe  Calzaghe,  Richie 
Woodhall  and  Neville  Brown 
left  him  to  join  Frank  Warren; 
Robert  McCracken  went  to 
Mat  Tinley,  an  American  pro¬ 
moter.  Johnny  Armour  is  like¬ 
ly  to  go  to  John  Hyland  in 
March  and  Henry  Wharton  is 
believed  to  be  thinking  of 
moving  as  well. 

Duff  blames  Sky  Television 
and  Don  King  for  his  demise. 


King  teamed  up  with  Warren 
when  Mike  *fyson  came  out  of 
prison  and  told  Slcy  that  it 
oould  have  Tyson  if  it  took  a 
package  of  shows  that  he 
intended  to  put  on  with  War¬ 
ren.  With  Sky  cornering  the 
business,  BBC  and  1TV 
dropped  out  of  boxing.  The 
irony  for  Duff  is  that  King  has 
now  fallen  out  with  Warren. 

“One  of  the  major  mistakes  I 
made  was  staying  too  loyal  to 
the  BBC,"  Duff  said.  “[TV 
offered  me  all  kinds  of  deals  id 
go  with  them,  and  I  wouldn’t 
do  it  I  had  Naseem  Harried 
for  eight  fights.  I  went  to  the 
BBC  with  him  and  they  said  to 
me  ‘wftar-roakEs  yqu  think 
anybody  is  going  to  switch  on 
the  television  to  watch  some¬ 


body  called  Naseem  Hamed? 
We  haven’t  got  too  many 
Arabs  living  here  you  know. 
When  I  lost  BBC  about  18 
months  ago  that  was  a  blow. 
When  Warren  joined  Sky,  that 
put  me  in  the  comer. 

“I  don’t  have  to  stay  in 
boxing  for  financial  reasons.  I 
am  financially  comfortable 
enough  to  retire.  I  have 
enough  money  to  live  in  the 
way  I  have  been  used  to.  I've 
been  in  booting  at  a  certain 
level  over  40  years.  1  wouldn't 
like  to  go  much  below  that.  I 
don't  want  boxing  to  cost  me 
money  that  I  work  hard  to 
make.  I  don’t  want  to  end  up 
like  Jack  Solomons.  He  left 
peanuts  compared  to  what  he 
made. 


Duff  in  his  element—  at  ringside,  concentrating  intently  on  the  action 


“1  am  68  and  I’ve  got  my 
health  and  strength.  I’ve  never 
been  fitter.  There’s  nothing 
wrong  with  me  compared  to 
five  years  ago,  except  that  1 
haven’t  got  a  TV  company.  I've 
got  my  son.  Gary,  and  grand¬ 
children  and  friends.  That's  all 
I  need." 

His  son,  Gary  Praeger,  lives 
in  Florida  and  has  a  petrol 
station  in  Orlando.  Duff  has 
been  spending  more  of  Ins 
time  with  him  and  has  helped 
him  to  build  a  covenience 
store.  “I've  invested  some  seri¬ 
ous  money  in  his  business,” 
Duff  said. 

Duff,  who  is  the  only  British 
promoter  to  rank  alongside 
Solomons  in  world  standing, 
had  no  equal  as  a  matchmaker 
or  negotiator.  His  greatest 
achievement  was  securing 
three  world  title  bouts  for 
Frank  Bruno.  Without  Duff 
and  Lawless,  Bruno  would 
almost  certainly  have  re¬ 
mained  no  more  than  a  bag 
and  boots  man. 

After  turning  professional  in 
1948  and  boxing  for  two  years. 
Duff  became  a  matchmaker 
working  at  Leyton  Baths  and 
Mile  End  Arena.  He  then 
moved  to  Empress  Hall  and 
Liverpool  Stadium,  where  he 
staged  his  first  promotion  in 
19£3  and  promoted  for  four 
years-“I*ve  been  around  ever 
since."  he  said. 

Together  with  Mike  Barnett 
Jarvis  Astaire  and  Lawless, 
Duff  promoted  the  country’s 
best  boxers  under  the  banner 
of  National  Promotions  at  the 
Albert  Hall,  Wembley,  and  the 
Anglo-American  Sporting 
Club  at  the  Hilton  HoteL  He 
was  directly  connected  or  asso¬ 
ciated  with  32  world  champi¬ 
ons.  including  Terry  Downes, 
John  Conteh,  John  H  Stracey, 
Alan  Min  ter,  Lloyd  Hcney- 
ghan,  Charlie  Magri,  Duke 
McKenzie,  Cornelius  Baza-Ed- 
wards,  Maurice  Hope  and 
Barry  McGuigan. 
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Herbal  help  for  migraines 


t, 


•  chi 


Natural  Born  Healcra 
Channel  4. 8J00pm 

Sceptical  doctors  join  Dr  George  Lewith.  a  former 
GP  and  now  a  specialist  m  complementary 
medicine,  to  test  the  rffectiveness  of  alternative 
treatments.  The  first  patient  to  be  featured  is 
Dianne  Shorten,  who  for  26  of  her  39  years  has 
suffered  from  severe  migraines.  The  headaches 
can  be  as  frequent  as  daily,  she  has  tried  every  sort 
of  painkiller  and  her  doctor  has  run  out  of  options. 

Enter  Michael  McIntyre,  a  herbalist.  He 

prescribes  a  mixture  of  Chinese  chrysanthemum. 

.  un  combi  a  bark  and  peony.  Mrs  Shorten  must  also 
give  up  hairspray.  perfumes  and  tea.  At  the  end  ca 
three  months  there  is  a  significant  tmprovarant- 

Theviewra’ may  be  reluctant  to  accept  the  verdict  of 

an  isolated  case  but  Mrs  Shorten^  doctor  is 
impressed.  He  is  also  pleased,  as  a  fundholder,  to 
have  saved  E1.000  a year  on  his  drugs  budgrt. 


New  wap  Gaynor  Fox  (BBCL  830pm) 


Holiday  Reps 

BBCI, 8J0pm 

Here  is  another  of  those  documentary  series  that 
works  like  a  soap  opera,  with  regular  characters 

and  running  stones.  The  stars  are  young  wevnert  in 

their  early  twenties  employed  by  the  travel 
company  unjjet  to  keep  British  holidaymakers 
happy  chi  Minorca  and  Lanzarote.  “TTunk  tin  your 
feet  arid  be  diplomatic"  is  the  advice  from  their 
instructor,  as  they  prepare  for  the  gruelling  six- 
month  season.  They  are  also  given  a  warning 


series.  The  project  has  many  echoes  of  the  BBC 
documentary  about  Heathrow,  another  busy 
transit  point  with  a  rich  store  of  human  stones. 
InevitaKy.  perhaps,  die  customs  officers  threaten 

to  take  star  billing,  if  only  because  everyone  likes  to 
see  a  villain  unmasked.  It  does  not  quite  happen 
tonight,  though  Scooby,  the  sniffer  dog,  does  ner 
best  on  a  suspect  Mondeo.  As  at  Heathrow.  IDO. 
passengers  get  lost  and  miss  their  connections, 
leaving  hard-pushed  staff  to  cool  tempers  and  sort 
out  the  rness. 


Only 

show.  Sea.  sand  and  possible  romances 
notwithstanding,  it  seems  a  tough  job.  Trying  to 

calm  angry  passengers  held  u  pal  the  airport  is  one 
thing.  Comforting  a  family  of  three  injured  when  a 
wall  collapses  is  something  else. 


Channel  4, 9JQOpm 

Not  many  people  may  know  this  bat  one  of  the 
measures  introduced  by  the  previous  Labour 
Government  in  the  1970s  was  to  grant  tax  relief  to 
owners  of  historic  homes  and  open  countryside  m 
return  for  public  access.  The  trouble  is  that  it  ts 
very  difficult  far  the  public  to  discover  which 
properties  are  covered  by  the  scheme.  Even  local 
authorities,  who  know,  are  not  allowed  to  tell 


Dover 

rrv,830pm  ...... 

With  Eurotunnel  providing  a  service  that  is  not 
only  much  quicker  but  imbehokten  to  the  weather, 
might  have  feared  for  the  future  of  Dover  as  a 
port  But  it  has  not  happened  yet  and  the 
ins  of  vehicles  still  passing  through  each  year 
promise  to  offer  plenty  of  material  for  this  six-part 


because  of  the  stipulation  that  all  tax  affairs,  are 
confidential.  Lortf  Barnett,  the  Qrtxnef  minister 


GLNUJUCULULU  LU[U  DtUU&U,  UK  vwuiw* 

responsible  for  the  scheme,  says  it  is  not  working 
as  they  intended.  But  the  current  Government 
appears  to  have  no  plans  to  “out”  the  owners.  In  a 
departure  from  conventional  documentary 

practice,  the  argument  is  presented  by  the 
comedian  Mark  Thomas,  ft  is  no  less  cogent  for 
being  delivered  in  jocular  terms.  Peter  Waymark 


RADIO  CHOICE 


The  Rass  Abbot  Show 
Radio  2,930pm 

Russ  Abbot  was  big  on  television  for  a  few  years,  a 
fact  which  has  its  downside:  once  yon  stop  bong 
big  on  television,  the  impression  spreads  that  you 
have  either  died  or,  even  worse,  gone  to  live  in  New 
Zealand.  Abbot  did  neither  and  now  makes  a 
comeback  in  what  is  his  first  series  for  radio, 
though  most  of  the  scripts  have  been  adapted  from 
his  various  television  series.  Abbot  is  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  comyjoke  and  his  best  work  is  in  die 
finest  traditions  of  Quc  Murray  and  Timmy 
Cooper.  Tonights  show  includes  a  sketch  from  the 
Bathe  of  Rorke’S  Drift:  Officer— “You’ll  stay  here 
and  fight  with  the  other  men."  Sergeant— “1  don’t 
mind  that  sir,  it's  fighting  with  the  Ziihis  that 
worries  me." 


Torremolinos:  Beyond  The  Beaches 

Radio  4, 8.45pm 

The  start  of  a  three-part  series  on  tile  Spanish 
resort  where  egg  and  bacon  is  easier  to  obtain  than 
paella.  It  may  sound  awful,  it  may  be  awful,  but  the 
British  still  go  there  in  vast  numbers  every  year. 
Harry  Ritchie's  series  does  not  dwell  on  how  awful 
everything  is.  indeed  there  are  plenty  erf  British 
*  to  Tor 


rorremoiinos 


people  who  have  moved 
permanently.  Instead  Ritchie  takes  a  look  at  how 
Torremolinos  used  to  be  (a  trendy  haunt  for  artists) 
and  less  weUknuwn  aspects  of  its  present 
incarnation  (such  as  tire' gay  scene).  Flans  of  grear 
broadcasting  flops  will  be  fascinated  to  hear 
Ritchies  interview  with  Franco  Rev.  the  Spanish 
actor  who  lives  in  the  town.  Wasn’t  ne  in . . .  ?  Yes, 
indeed,  he  was  in  El dorado.  Peter  Barnard 
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RADIO  1 


WORLD  SERVICE 


630am  Kevin  Greentag  and  Zbft  Bel  9lOO  Simon  Mayo  12.00 
Jo  WHtey.  indudes  I2£0pm  Nawntocot  2.00  Mark  Radcflto 
400  Dove  Paatas  *15  Neuebsat  «J0  Earning  Session  630 
Movie  Update  with  Mart*  KemiodB  840  John  Pad  10.30  Maty 
Anne  Hobbs  1240  Bus  Jam.  A  new  allbeat  comedy  sales 
1.00am  Clive  Wanen  4.00  CMs  Moytas 


RADIO  2 


640na  Sarah  Kennedy  130  Wake  Up  to  Wogan  930  Ken 
Bruce  11.30  David  Asronovfich  130pm  Debbie  Thrower  3.00 
Ed  Stewart  5.06  John  Dim  740  DenM  Alan's  Courtiy-Club 
8.00  Pad  Jones  8.00  Soul  Provider  930  The  Russ  Abbot 
Show:  See  Choice  1030  Behan  Alteon  12.05am  Steve^. 
Madden  SUM  Alar  Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


64aaaiTha  BraaMaatProgamme 940  Mcty  Campbell  1240 
Mdday  with  Mair  240pm  Ruscoe  on  Rra  4j00  Nrfonwfcte  with 
Julan  Worrictef  7.00  News  Extra  730  On  the  Line  (LOO  tetde 
Edge  wth  Rob  Bonnet  940  SportsAmoica  wfth  Alton  Byrd 
930  Sportshop  1040  News  Talk  11 40  News  Extm  with  Devki 
McNal  1240  After  Hoorn  240am  UpAI  Mgrt  with  Rtod  Slap 
SjOO  Morning  Reports 


640em  Nawsday 630 MertianBoote7 40  News  7.15  Oft  ihe 
Shelf-  The  Colour  oi  Blood  7J30  Composer  of  the  Month  840 
News  8.10  Pause  tor  Ttaugtx  Kffi  Wteshray  830  The  Ed 
Stewart  Stow  9.00  News;  News  in  German  {643  only)  946 
Worid  Business  Report  9.15  Poems  by  Post 930 BBC  English: 
Business  Fie  9L45  Sports  Roundup  10.00  Newsdedc  1030 
Discovery  1140  Nawsdesk  1130  Htatoiy  Today  1155  From 
Our  Own  Corraspondertf  1240  News  12.05pm  World 
Buskiass  Report  12.15  Britain  Today  1220  Bacon*  News 
1245  Sports  Roundup  140  Newdxaur  2J»  News  2-05 
Outlook  220  Muttfrack  X-Preec  3.00  News;  News  in  German 
(648  only)  3.05  Sports  Roundup  3.15  Westway  230  The 
Vintage  Chart  Show  400  News  415  Record  News  430  The 
Work!  Today;  News  In  German  (648  only)  445  Britain  Today 
-SjOaHrope  Today  530  WoridBcStescBepbrt  SASSporta^ 
Roundup  640  Nemsdesk  430  Aasignmert;  News  in  German 
(848  only)  7JD0  News  Sunwraty  741  Outlook  725  Pause  tar 
ThougW730  John  Paai  8jOO  Newshour  9JW  News  205  World 
Busbnss  Report  9.15  Britain  Today  230  Meridan  Books  10JW 
Nawsdesk  1030  The  World  Today  1046  Sports  Roindup 
11-00  News  1145  Outlook  1130  John  Peal  1200  Nawsdesk 
1230am  Westway  1245  Brfeln  Today  140  Nawsdesk  130 
Composer  of  the  Week  240  Nowaday  230  Focus  an  FaSh 
340  News 345  WMd  Bustess  Report  215  Sporta  Roundup 
330  Assignment  440  Nswedask  430  Eisope  Today  540 
Nawsday  530  Euope  Today  ' 
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VIRGIN  RADIO 


CLASSIC  FM 


540am  Jerarry  dark  740  Chris  Evans  1040  (FM)  Robin 
Bants  (AM)  Graham  Dene  140pm  (FM)  Nick  Abbot  (MW) 
Nicky  Home  440  Russ  'nr  Jono  740  (FM)  Paul  Coyle  (AM) 
Calriiin  Jonee  1040  Mark  Forrest  240wn  Richard  Porter 


TALK  RADIO 


630am  Paul  Rocs  and  Carol  McGHfan  940  Scott  Chisholm 
1240  Lorraine  Kelly 240pm  Tommy  Boyd  440  Peter  Deeiay 
740  Anna  Raeburn  200  James  Whale  1.00am  Ian  CoBte 


640am  Alan  Marm.  Inctades  Breakfast  Baroque  940  Henry 
Ke*y.  Michael  Barry's  Ovale  Recipe  Is  tar  and  onion 
cassarolB.  Plus,  the  Classic  Masterpiece  1.00pm  Listens 
Request  Hour  with  Jana  Jones  240  Concerto.  Beethoven 
(Piano  Concerto  No  2  in  B  Bat)  340  Jamie  Crick  740 
NeMsnigW  with  Jote  Bnmning  730  Sonata.  Daqprat  (Sonata 
far  Bassoon  and  Harp)-  840  Evening  Concert  Franck 
(Symphonic  Variations};  Faurb  (incktentat  Music.  PeSees  and 
Meteande);  Grieg  (Plano  Concerto  in  A  minor);  Schedrin  {Old 
Russian  Circus):  LefebreAltfaiy  (Posdude  In  B  flat)  10.00 
Michael  Mappln  200wm  Concerto  (r)  3.00  Marie  Grfttdha  - 


RADIO  3 


r.  includes 
(Cantata 


.  Johann 


S40am  On  Afr.vvfth  Andrew  I 
Respighi  (Overture  T 
Clori,  Ma  Bella  Oori);  I 
Nos  1  and  2);  Copland  (Four  I 
Rodeo);  Besthwen  (Overture  I 
940  Mornbtg  Codaction,  with  Pater  I 

Strauss,  son  (Wafcz  Mom  ha  Papers);  Chopin 
(Throe  Mazurkas);  Chopan  (Four  Mazurkas); 
Bernstein  (West  Sfcte  Story  Symphonic  Dances) 
1040  Musical  Encounters,  with  Chris  Wines.  Mozart 
(Uida  SSa.  uKcsrpts);  Handal  (Air  and  Variations 
Suite  in  E.  Harmonious  Blacksmith),’  Brahms  - 
(Variations  on  a  Thame  by  Handel);  Bartok.  (String 
Quartet  No  6);  Bach  (Vtodn  Concerto  in  E)  ' 
1240  Coiqpoaar  of  the  Weak:  Ugatl 
1.00pm  Varfamo  Voices,  todudes  excerpts  from  La 
Gkxonda,  Ate dame  Butterfly.  Afeftstofefe, 
L'Aiiessana  and  La  fiamidb  del  West  The  voices 
include  Gina  Cigna,  Sootto,  Cabana.  Smtanalo, 
Ponsete,  SgO.  Sepi  and  ftulto  (i) 

240  The  BBC  Orcheatraa.  BBC  Natibnal  Orchestra  of 
Wales  under  Martyn  Brabbtas,  Mark  Wiggtasworth 
and  Mariss  Jansons,  with  Susan  BrcfcJey,  mezzo, 
Ntoel  Robson,  tenor.  Mched  Torke  (Green); 
Mailer  (Das  Lfed  von  dsr  Ends):  Brahma 
(Symphony  No  3  in  R 

4JMI  Ensembta.  Penny  Gore  introduces  a  recital  by  the' 
young  Finnish  vtofirtist  Pekka  Kuusisto,  violin, 
winner  of  the  1995  International  SibeSus 
Campettion.  WSh  Rail  Kappo.  piano.  PrdkoAev 


- ,  .ate  Tommy  Peari,  . 

540  In  Tuna,  aAh  Sear  Rafferty.  Music  Encfudos  work 
-  by  Liszt,  Mozart  and  Sfadius 
730  Perfomimoa  on  3  (Sounding  the  Century). 
Rotwi  Haggart,  tuba.  Royal  Liverpool  Phflhwmomc 
under  Vernon  Handley.  Elgar  (Pomp  and 
Oroumatance  March  No  4  in  G);  Walton 

r  No  2);  Vaughan  WBiams  (Tuba 


14) 


9.10  Pmrtscrtpt  Friends  Who  Disagree,  with 

RDfessorAMjar  Ahmed,  Fellow  of  Safcvyn  Cbflme. 
Ctembrxjge  andthe  FSght  Rev.  Dr  Michael  Nazir- 
Ai.  Bishop  of  Rochester  (4/5) 

Proverte,  by  Sen)amin  Britten 
pertonT^  by  the  composer  and  the  baritone 
-•n  nn  81 010  Aldeburgh  Festival 

1040  Music  RealoredL  Anthony  Roofay  Introduces  arr  • 
wvwraary  perfamance  by  the  Gabriel  Consort 
and  Players  under  Pam  McCreesh.  of  motets  aid 
■  -  caizonas  from  Grovaral  Gnhfipiffg 


t!. 


i 


(Rve  MakxSea) 
Mazurka);  Rave 


;  Ravel  (VtaHn  Sonata)  (r) 


i.  Rondino. 


teHemsone  Lee  about  the  recant  histoiyoC '  - 
.  ™&^»irta^withth8mecfica)  ■ 

1  ^  J^  Not^  ^h  p^  Fairwaather.  Part  two 
Annie  Whitehead  Band 
upem  Huirs  1997  International  Jazr 

140  Ttyough  the  Wgtrt,  with  DonaM  Madeod  ■ 


■-%fq 


RADIO  4 


555am  (LW)  Shtoping  Forecast  640  News  I 
6.10  Farming  Today  643  Prayer  for  the  Day< 
Today  540  Yestensy  in  Partiamerri  655- Wither 
940  N««a  945  The  Moral  Man.  A  new  series  with 
MJchad  Buwk  chairing  Rve  investigations  tato  the 
moral  questions  behind  the  week's  news.  W2h 
David  Cook.  Janet  Datey,  Mcftaal  Mansfield.  DC. 
and  Dr  David  Starkey 

1040  ffM)  Nam,  A  Caribbean  Mystery.  Agatha 

Christie's  novel,  dramatised  by  MkJiaal  Bakeweti. 
Starring  June  WMtfiMd  as  Mss  Maple  8ft) 

1040  (LW)  Daily  Servlca 
10.15  (LW)  On  Tte  Day,  wifi  Geoffrey  WheeJer 
1030  Woman**  Hour.  Introduced  by  Jenrt  Murray 
1130  From  Our  Oam  Correspondent.  News  from  BBC 
mportarg  around  the  wold 
1240  Nmn^Yeu  and  Yours,  with  Mark  Whittaker 
1225pm  btephratfon.  Chris  Stuan  c  joined  at  the  ' 
Science  Museum  by  teEsn  capfans  Professor 
Lews  Wbtpert  and  Adam  Hart-Oavts  1255 
Weather 

140  The  WorM  M  Om,  wfm  Kck  Ctota 
1 M  The  Archer*  (rj  155  Shipping  Forecast 
240  News;  Thursday  Afternoon  Ptey:  Wasteland, 
by  Nigel  Moffat  With  Adjoa  Andbrr.  Eddta  Nestor 
and  JriTie  Meere 

340  News;  Afternoon  Shift,  vsth  Dma  flrehan 
4.00  News  44S  KafaWoscope.  Paul  ASan  talks  to 
Geoffrey  ftish,  star  rt  the  highlyficdamad  JSfa? 
ffme.  as  he  produces  a  pSay 
4,45  Short  Story;  Windfall,  by  Dorothy  tC  Haynea, 

mad  by  Crawford  Logan .. 


SM  556'^^i^*La?lCharilc  LeeJSotter  .•  . 

64oM°ty^S&^S-56Woalhef  -  - 

the  victim  of  an  extensive  Insurance  tend: 
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Gregory  and  John  Meftefnera. 
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AH  that  any  devoted  parent 
■wants  is  to  be  able  to 
educate  his  offspring  in  a 
way  which  ensures  that  one  proud 

*SJ  —  God  willing  -  that  fofld 

will  be  able  to  show  off  the  fruits  of 

ms  education  by  looking  his  doting 
father  straight  in  the  eye  and 
saying:  “Dad,. don’t  be  so  stupidl" 
The  hunt-  for  just  such  an 
education  becomes  more  frantic 
ev«y  day  as  even  left-leaning 
parents  lose  faith  in  their  local 
state  school,  and  as  newly  wealthy 
people  start  buying  private  educa¬ 
tion  for  the  same  reason  they  start 
buying  Mercedes;  because  they 
can  now  afford  it,  and  the  badge 
looks  impressive  —  with  private 
schools  having  the  bonus  over  a 
Mercedes  that  nobody  actually 
tries  id  steal  your  school  badge. 
There  is,  of  course,  a  way  of 
ensuring  that  your  child  gets  a  top- 
class  education  from  a  state  school . 
—  even  if  you  Uvenvell  outside  its  / 
catchment  area  —  but  h  involves 


beaming  Prime  Minister  first. 
Actually  it  may  be  easier  to  become 
PM  than  to  get  into  many  private 
schools  in  London. 

“The  cUmatej"  according  to 
Alan,  father  of  ten-year-old  Lea.  “is 
taw  of  panic.  The  current  system 
creates  winners  and  losers  —  and 
obviously  you  want  your  kid  to  be 
among  the  winners;”  Private  edu¬ 
cation  is  against  everything  that 
Alan  —  himself  a  privately  educat¬ 
ed  American  —  stands  for.  But  in 
the  end  he  had  the  moral  courage 
to  abandon  his  principles  and 
cram  his  daughter  for  die  entrance 
exam  for  Palmers  Green  High 

School  for  Girls,  the  subject  of  last 
night's  Modern  Times  (BBC2). 

Its  headmistress.  Sian  Grant, 
pegs  the  hurdles  high,  so  only  the 
keenest  jumpers  get  a  place.  That 
goes  for  2  h  -year-olds  trying  for  the 
nursery  section,  top.  “It*s  obviously 
important  for  our  marketing  strat¬ 
egy  that  we  have  a  good  appear¬ 
ance  in  foe  league  tables,”  said 


Mrs,  Grant  "People  see  our  girls 
walking  along  the  streets  and  they 
say  to  them.  'Where  do  you  go  to 
school?' They  are  our  best  market¬ 
ing  tool;  they  are  our  product  and 
welre  proud  of  them." 

If  Mrs  Grant  thought  that 
letting  her  school  appear  m 
the  BBC  would  swell  the 
number  of  applications,  then  she 
might  have  miscalculated.  Last 
week,  the  grubby  greed  of  Liver¬ 
pool ’sAddphi  Hold,  on  the  day  the 
IRA  blighted  the  Grand  National, 
which  we  witnessed  in  the  new  fly- 
on-the-wall  series  Hotel,  must 
have  persuaded  many  viewers  to 
look  elsewhere  for  a  room  the  next 
time  they  are  seeking  a  bed  in 
Liverpool.  After  hearing  Mrs 
Grant  and  her  fellow  teachers  sniff 
under  their  breath  that  one  girl, 
was  "quite  a  confident  little  thing, 
but  ZTtn  not  sure  about  the  back¬ 
ground".  or  foal  another  was  "a  bit 
of  a  padding,  really",  l  wonder 


Joe 

Joseph 


whether  parents  will  new  shuffle 
their  little  girls  towards  Palmers 
Green  with  quite  the  same  gusto. 

.  Lea.  who  was  offered  an  inter¬ 
view  (and  later  a  place,  which  her 
amsoaice-stricken  parents  de¬ 
clined  in  favour  of  a  selective  state 
::schbc^I  was  smart  enough  to  know 
that  she  should  be  economical  with 
tile  truth  when  the  time  came  to 
meet  Mrs  Grant  "111  tzy  not  to  lie 
that  much,"  foe  bed,  "tut  111  have 


to  stretch  the  truth  a  bit.”  A  life  in 
politics  beckons  for  Lea:  this 
engaging  girl  could  be  penning  the 
anti-foxhunting  and  tobacco  ad¬ 
vertising  sections  of  new  Labour's 
next  manifesto  before  you  or  l 
could  say  Formula  One. 

And  when  the  headmistress 
asked  Lea  in  her  interview  what 
she  would  most  like  to  change  in 
the  world  if  given  foe  chance,  it 
became  clear  that  Lea  had  soaked 
up  more  pressure  than  betrayed  by 
her  confident  smite.  “The  school¬ 
ing  system,"  she  replied,  forgetting 
to  lie.  "Because  I  don’t  like  cests. 
Some  people  break  under  their 
nerves.  And  I  think  0’s  so  awful 
that  sane  people,  if  they  don't  get 
into  the  school  of  their  choice,  then 
sometimes  get  so  unhappy,  and  it 
almost  ruins  their  life."  Far  foe 
first  time  in  the  programme, 
breezy  Mrs  Grant  looked  as  if  she 
felt  slightly  uncomfortable. 
Though  that  didn't  stop  her  push¬ 
ing  the  next  bunch  of  2*2 -year-olds 


through  two  tests  before  consider¬ 
ing  them  far  a  nursery  place. 

Lord  knows  what  Mrs  Gram 
would  make  of  the  girls  in 

Witness:  Blooming  Youth 
(Channel  4),  which  spent  an  hour 
eavesdropping  on  under-age, 
mostly  inarticulate  teenagers  talk¬ 
ing  about  snogging  and  sex.  The 
director,  Witold  Staredd,  said  he 
was  aiming  “to  make  a  film  that 
gets  right  inside  their  experiences. 
This  is  real-life  drama  of  rgepag* 
life  that  has  more  power  and 
intensity  than  any  soap...  teen¬ 
agers  are  breaking  the  rules." 
Crikey!  We  never  thought  we’d  see 
that  being  done  again  in  our 
lifetimes, 

Like  a  leasing  girl  who  doesn't 
go  all  the  way,  it  was  a  letdown.  If 
you've  ever  been  a  teenager  your¬ 
self.  nothing  here  came  as  much  of 
a  surprise.  As  one  of  the  mothers 
said  to  her  daughter  “1  was  15 
once,  yew  know!”  If  you’ve  got  your 
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it  to  do? 


6.00  am  Business  Breakfast  {7241 6) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  Nmn  {!)  (77874) 

9.00  Can’t  Cook,  Won’t  Cook  (TJ  (5643226) 
9-25  Style  Challenge  (5723961) 

9.50  KHroy  (T)  (5623413) 

10.30  Change  Thai  (9985315) 

10J55  The  Realty  Useful  Show  (T)  (7945665) 
11*35  Real  Rooms  The  makeover  team 
transform  a  Plymouth  journalist's  dowdy 
study  into  an  inspirational  retreat 
(7510446) 

12.00  News  (T);  regional  news  and  weather 
(0335597)  : 

12.05  pm  Call  My  Bluff  (486031 5) 

12J5  Give  Us  A  Clue  (2354394) 

1.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (70961) 

1  JO  Regional  News  (T)  (84548700) 

1 M The  Weatiwr  Show  (59926771) 

1A5  Neighbours^)  (44488139) 

2.05  Quincy  (r)  (2048684) 

2J5  Terry  and  June  (r)  (7138077)  ■■ 

3  JO  Funnybones  (1216868)  3^5  Ptaydsys 
(r)  (8298400)  3.55  The  Silver  Brumby 
.  (B372416)  4J0  Mr  Wym!  (T)  (9181600)' 

1'  4.35  Smart  (T)  (1995329)  5.00 

Newsround  (T)  (5556752)  5.10  Bytar- 
Grove  (T)  (9407752)  - 

5.35  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (414400) 
s.oo  News  (T)  and  weather' (139) 

6  JO  Regional  News  Magazine  (!)'  (619)  * 
7.00  Watchdog  with  Aim  Robinson 
Consumer  magazine  (T)  (6597) 

7.30  EastEnders  Joe  pours  out  his  heart  and  i 

begs  Sarah  for  forgruenass  —  wffl.sha 
taka  him  back?  (T)  (503)  ... 

8.00  Animal  Hospital  An  ambulance  driver 
rescues  a  very  hungry  cat  (T)  (8145) 

*-3°  Holiday  (tops  A  six-part 

BBH  series  following  the  1997. 
summer  season  through  the  eyes  of  the 
tour  operators'  representatives  (T)  (4752) 
9.00  News  (T]r  regional  news  and  weather 
(9232) 

9.30  Men  Behaving  Badly:  Wedding  Gary 
and  Dorothy  ere  struck  by  befcaunute 
nerves  on  their  wedring  day,  but  tiwy  can 

j  rest  assured  —  best  man  Tony  has  taken 
f  charge  of  the  find  preparations  (T) 

*  (54394) 

10.00  They  Think  Ifa  All  Over  Mck  Hancock 
hosts  the  last-moving  sports  quiz.- with 
guests  Tony  Banks,  the  Minister  forSport, 
and  John  Maloney  (T)  (11140)  , 

10.30  Clive  Andreraon  AD  Trik  The  guests  are 
Ben  Bton  and  NeB  Hamfflon  (24665) 

11.00  Question  Time  The  panel  Is  Brian 
Wilson,  MP.  John  Redwood,  MP.  Hugh 
Dykes  and  Joan  Smith  (7)  ( 579706) 
12.05am  Betrayal  of  Silence  (1989)  Meg 
om  Foster  stare  as  an  assistant  district 
Bol  attorney  defending  a  young  girl  who  has  ' 
made  serious  allegations  against  thB  | 
head  of  a  renowned  foster  home.  | 
Courtroom  drama  with  Joanne  VSnrecola  , 
and  Alex  Carter.  Directed  by  Jeffrey  i 
Wooinough  (T)  (0851288)  WALES: 
Auntie  —  the  Inside  Story  (6237559)  1 .05  : 
News  and  weather  (9700511)  1.10  BBC 
News  24  J 

1.35  Weather  (9430153) 

1  Join  BSC  Nows  24  (5603733)  , 


VMwPkw+  end  die  Video  PlueCodee 
The  numbers  next  to  »ch  TV  programme 
feting  am  Video  PhwCoda"  numbers,  wtiroh 
■Bow  you  to  programme  your  video  recorder 
instant*  with  a  WedP1ua+"  handsel  Tap  in 
the  video  PtusCode  tor  foe  prowanme  you 
wish  to  record.  V«deoplu8+  {*),  Pluacode  D 
end  Video  Programmer  are  trademarks  of 
Gemstar  Development  Ud. ' 


TjOOamSee  Hem  Brecddeet  News  (I) 

(9680413) 

7.15  TeMubbiee  (r)  (4019930)  7 AO  Smurfs' 
Adventures  (r)  (2466077)  3J5  Blue  Peter 
'•  WO)  (2046874)  aao  Mouse  and  Mote  (r) 
(B777226)  8.35  Johnson  and  Friends  (r) 
(466440Q)  K45  The  Record  (9669955) 
a.10Ntanbertkne  (1096413)  9J5 

■  Magamaths  (T)  (2248110)  9,45  Come 
Outside '  (4556684)  1000  Teietubbcos 
(66226)  1 0JM  Storytime  (301 4923)  10j45 
.  The  Experimenter  (2468752)  11J5 
Space  Ark  (8488874)  11.15  Zg  Zag 
(175378 7)  1135  English  File  (8061936) 

.  11 J51.  Ufeschooi  (4461972)  12J0pm 
-  Showcase  (6337955)  . 

12JXJ  Working  Lunch  (KfOO)  1.00  Barney 
(30043446)  1.05  Monty  (31493987)  1.10 
■  The  Art  and  Antiques  Hour  (6406868) 
2.10  Going,  Going,  Gone  (62649619)  240 
News  (D  (3418868)  2J5  Westminster  (T) 
'  {71 75597)  3J5  News  (T)  (8186874)  3J0 
The  WJIage  (r)  (597)  3J8  Fit  for  a  Queen 


440  Reedy,  Steady,  Cook  (232)  430 
Through  the  Keyhole  (1)  (1814400)  4.55 
Esther  (9661955)  520  Today’s  the  Day 


ftJOStar  Trek:  Deep  Space  NlneOdo  Is 
rushed  to  hte  homeworid  when  a  mystery 
-  Wne3s  strikes,  but  an  unpleasant  surprise 
.  awaits  him  (T)  (266597) 

&45HK,  Mfos  or  Maybe  (rj  (838752)  - 
T.OOThe  WWtbra»d(4139) 

7^30  Fbst  Sight  Robin  Gibson  reports  on  how 
dtriy-free  bootteggers  are  using  Dover  as 
a  base  through  which  to  conduct  their 
RfegaT activffles  (145)  WALES:  Just  One 
,:Chance 

S00  Just  One  Chmce  Inside  information  on 
ctvkken's  education  for  parents.  This 
.  week,  a  look  at  parental  choice  (1)  (6787) 
WALES:  Nobel  Causes 
230  Top  Gear  Jeremy  Clarkson  test-drives 
.  the  Land  Rover  Freetander  (T)  (2394) 
9.00  Third  Rock  from  foe  Sun ^Dldt  takes  up 
the  cause  of  animal  rights  after  tvtlteg  a 
cNpjrink  (T)  (651771) 

9.25  Horizon:  Antarctica  The-  last  of  three 
■  Antarctic  specials  deals  with  global 
warming,  reveaflng  what  would  happen  if 
the  West  Antarctic  Ice  Sheet  melted  (T) 
(891058) 


6.00am  GMTV  (4283416) 

9J25  Supemtertad:  Sweep  (T)  (5636481) 
955  Regional  News  (T)  (6153110) 

10.00  The  Time,  the  Place  (53752) 
lOJSOTMs  Morning  (T)  (48439955) 

1220pm  Regional  News  (T)  (6324481) 

1230 ITN  Lunchtime  News  (T)  (2453619) 
12^5  Shoctfand  Street  (23581 10) 

1.25  Home  end  Away  (T)  (58842333) 

1^0  The  Rockford  FUes  (r)  (T)  (5707936) 
250  Vanessa  (8789771) 

3L20  News  (0(8181329) 

325  Regional  News  (0  (8000400) 

3.30  Potamue  Park  (3005348)  240  Wizadora 
(1214400)  250  Kipper  (1210684)  4.00 
Sylvester  and  Tweety  (9070394)  4.15 
Juman])  (4666446)  440  Out  ot  Sight 
(9041329) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice  (r)  (T)  (9032503) 
540  ITN  Early  Evening  News  (T)  (760706) 
6.00  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T)  (504503) 

225  Regional  Weather  (I)  (317684) 

BL30  Regional  News  (7)  (787) 

7.00  Etnmerdaie  Jack  breaks  Sarah's  ground 
rules  (T)  (1685) 

7  JO  WALES:  Wales  This  Week  (771) 

7  JO  The  Big  Story:  Girfs  Behaving  Badly  A 
look  at  the  hype  surrouneflng  "gil  power-' 
(771) 

8.00  The  BBI  Loxton  gets  In  trouble  (1923) 


KyHeWnogue  stars  (10.1 5pm) 

10.15  Expanding  Pictures  New  series  of 
. .  •  experimental  shorts.  The  first  stare  KyWe 
fcfinogue  (T)  (532464) 

lOJONawsrdght  (0  (752752)  11.15  Late 
Review  (697810)  1135  Weather  (620619) 
•  1200  The:  Mfclnight  Hour  (45172) 

12JOam  BBCLaandng  Zone:  The  Making  of 
,  Arm.  Summers  1235  World  Painters 
2.00  Living  and  Working  In  Europe  4J0 
•  Teaching  FUnrv  and  Media  4J0  Bm 
Education  5  JO  Teacher  Training  5.30 
.  North  South  Uhkteg  6J0  The  Global  Car 
Industry.  6J0  Which  Body?  (5631356) 


Patrolman  Les  Godiey  (8.30pm) 

830M  Dover  New  documentary 
i—W  series  lhat  goes  bebing  the 
scenes  at  the  port  cf  Dover  (T)  (2348) 
9J0  Thief  Takers:  Sister  bi  Arms  The  team 
are  left  baffled  by  a  spate  of  gem 

•  •  robberies  untfl  two  sparring  sisters 

•  attempt  a  robbery  that  goes  horribly 
wrong  (B042) 

IdXtO  News  at  Ten  (7)  (333 13) 

10  JO  Regional  News  (T)  (150400) 

10.40  In  the  Shadow  of  Evil  (1994) 

a  Thriller  with  Treat  Williams, 
Margaret  Colin  and  Timothy 
Busfield.  Direcred  by  Daniel 
Sadcheira  (41724481) 

12J0am  WALES:  The  Big  Story 
(1161820) 

1220  Short  Story  dnemac  Under  the 
Car  (r)  0161820) 

1250  The  LADS  (I)  (6978153) 

125  Funny  Business  (6712608) 

1  j55  The  Loop  (r)  (8537463 
2-20  Late  aid  Loud  (r)  (4147545) 

3.20  The  Good  Sex  Guide  Late  (r) 
(4249443) 

4.15  Jones  and  Jury  (r)  (54063820) 

4J0  The  Time,  the  Place  (r)  (11288) 

5.00  The  Pulse  (I)  (80820) 

5  JO  News  (4062?) 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255-1 J5  A  Country  Practice  (23581 10) 
5.10-&40  Shortfand  Street  (9032503) 
5J9-&O0  Air  Watch  (155771) 

525  Central  News  (416394) 

6J5S-7.00  LHetoie  (451232) 

1040  The  MOBO  Awards  (8501619) 

11 J5  Alfred  HRchcock  Presents  (577313) 
1225am  Sound  Bites  (5456630) 

1240  Rainy  Business  (6989260) 

1.15  Plareri  Mirth  (67251 72) 

1.40  Rockmanla  (9667917) 

2^10  God's  Gilt  (6982269) 

3J5  Late  and  Loud  (3104269) 

4  jO  Central  Jobflnder  V7  (2052795) 

5  JO  Aslan  Eye  (9301424) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

12J0pm-1230  Illuminations  (6324481) 
1255  Home  and  Away  (7352771) 

1  JO-1  JO  Emmerdale  (79452771) 
5.10-5J0  Home  and  Away  (9032503) 
6.00-7  JO  Westeountry  Live  (40145) 
1220am  Weekly  World  News  (1161820) 
4J5  The  Time,  the  Place  (93744356) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

S.IOpmJ.40  Home  and  Away  (9032503) 
6.00  Meridian  Tonight  (435) 

6JO-7.00  Rural  Ridas  (787) 

1220am  live  at  Jongleurs  (1161820) 
4J5  Beyond  Reason  (93744356) 

SJO  Fraescreen  (80820) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255-125  What’s  My  Line?  (2358110) 
5.10-5.40  Shoritand  street  (9032503) 

&2S  Anglia  News  (416394) 

6J5-7J0  What’s  On  (451232) 

1220am  The  Making  of  a  Life  Lass  Ordinary 
(1161820) 

4  JS  The  Time,  the  Place  (93744356) 


Starts:  7  JO  The  Big  Breakfast  (97684) 

9  JO  Ysgoflon  (182771) 

11  JO  Powerhouse  (3435) 

12J0  Sesame  Street  (30226) 

1230pm  Rlckf  Lake  (67868} 

1  JO  Slot  Metthrtn  (41313482) 

1.15  WII  Cwac  Cwac  (46363987) 

1  JO  Him:  I  Was  a  Male  War  Bride  (70619) 
3JO  Collector’s  Lot  (665) 

4J0  Flftaen-to-One  (400) 

4J0  The  Lonely  Planet  (684) 

5.00  5  Pump  (2771) 

5J0  Countdown  (936) 

6J0  NewyddEon  (977435) 

6.10  Heno  (344329) 

7.00  Pobof  y  Cam  (618890) 

725  Penbfwydd  Hapus  (801139) 

8.00  Os  Byw  Ac  tech  (8955) 
BJONewyddkm  (3690) 

9  JO  Hettwr  (2435) 

11  JO  Brookstde  (542941) 

11 J5  Dispatches  (709435) 

1220am  Bombay  Blue  (6219153) 

1  JO-1  JO  Natural  Bom  Healers  (6744207) 


CHANNEL  4 


own  14-year-old,  you  had  probably 
heard  all  this  stuff  first-hand 
anyway,  which  must  have  made  it 
as  entrancing  as  waching  a  strang¬ 
er  on  television  perform  any  other 
aspect  of  your  domestic  routine, 
sum  as  putting  the  bins  out 
(except,  maybe,  if  you're  Woody 
Allen).  Starecld  needs  closer  paren¬ 
tal  supervision  and  should  seek  his 
Mummy's  permission  before  mak¬ 
ing  another  documentary. 

As  h  happens.  Home  Front 
(BBCZ)  introduced  us  to  the  con¬ 
cept  of  the  “Rent-a-Mam”,  an 
American  called  Sandee  Corshen. 
She  comes  to  your  house  and  nags 
you  to  tidy  up  your  room.  Or  “to 
make  the  most  of  your  storage 
space",  as  she  puts  it  —  though  not 
the  best  of  your  wallet  space:  she 
charges  $250  an  hour.  Who  Jroows, 
if  foe  also  does  your  worrying  for 
you  while  your  ten-year-old  girl 
takes  her  Palmers  Green  exam,  or 
14-year-old  son  asks  for  condom- 
money,  she  might  even  be  worth  it 


CHANNEL  5 


5J5am  Saaame  Street  (92226)  7 JO  The  Big 
Breakfast  (97684) 

9  JO  Schools:  History  In  Action  (2252771) 
920  Geographical  Eye  (T)  (2345435) 
9.40  The  Maths  Programme  (T) 
(787769(9  10.00  MWde  English  (T) 
(1864987)  10.15  Le  Petite  Monde  de 
Pierre  (9260508)  1020  Scientific  Eye  (T) 
(2470567)  10 JO  Film  and  Video 
Showcase  (2556961)  11.10  The  Spanish 
Programme  (167G6B4) 

11  JO  Powerhouse  Political  magazine  (3435) 
1200  Sesame  Street  (30226)  1230pm 
Light  Lunch  (2630787)  1J5  Gardens 
without  Borders  (r)  (83319067) 

1  JO  Seven  Thieves  (i960)  starring  Edward 

mG.  Robinson  as  a  disgraced  scientist  who 
plans  a  casino  heist  with  the  help  of  six 
speclafists.  With  Rod  Stager,  EH  Waltach 
and  Joan  Coifins.  Henry  Hathaway 
directs  CH  (15200955) 

320  Collector's  Lot  (T)  (665)  4 JO  Fifteen- to- 
One  (T)  (400)  420  Countdown  (!) 
(1810868)  425  Ricki  Lake  (T)  (9656023) 
520  Pet  Rescue  (T)  (938) 

BJO  Boy  Moote  World  FWes-of -passage 
comedy  (!)  (357) 

'  620  Hotiyoaka  Teen  soap  (T)  (329) 

7.00  Chanml  4  News  (!)  (366061) 

7  JO  Golden  Old  tea  Another  golden  wedding 
celebration  (211481) 


Dianne  Shorten  (8.00pm) 

8.00  BHMia  Natural  Bom  Heaters 

■WWW  Herbalism  is  the  subject  of  the 
first  In  a  six-part  series  on  complementary 
mediefne.  Focusing  on  a  natural 
treatment  far  migranns  sufferer  Dianne 
Shorten  (T)  (8955) 

fUOBrookside  Jacqui  es  defighted  when 
Barry  sate  the  ball  rolling  with  CaHum,  but 
what  is  she  letting  hereeff  in  for?  (!) 
(3690) 

9-00  Otepatches  A  light-hearted 

■MUM  look  at  the  Conditionally 
Exempt  Land  and  Bidding  Schema  (T) 
(710139) 

9J5LIoyds  Bank  FBm  Chaflengee  Nurse 
Ajax  Comedy  drama  about  a  hospital 
cleaner.  Written  by  CoTrn  Blytheway  and 
directed  by  Ed  Fraiman  (1/6)  (T)  (930482) 
1020  Streets  of  Fire  Drama  documentary 
series  about  the  work  of  the  Baltimore 
City  Fire  Department  (2/3)  (2819145) 
11J5  Babylon  5  Garibaldi's  plot  to  overthrow 
the  government  escalates  (T)  (370787) 
1200  Dope  Sheet  Magazine  series  about 
animation  (2/3)  (1165646) 

1225am  Animation  Animated  shorts  with  an 
erotic  theme  (32062998) 

240  Rage  and  Outrage  Ute  Lem per 
performs  a  cabaret  tesed  on  the  Dreyfus 
case  (r)  (2226998) 

240  J’ Accuse:  Philip  Laridn  (r)  (56771511) 

4.10  J'Adore:  The  M25  (r)  (41753795) 

425  The  American  Football  Big  Match  (r) 
(9695375) 


CHANNEL  5  ON  SATELLITE 
Channel  5  is  now  broadcasting  on 
transponder  No  63  on  the  Astra  Satellite. 
Viewers  with  a  Videocrypt  decoder  wfil 
be  able  to  receive  the  channel  freest 

esTare  picture:  10J2075^ST«Mjnd: 
7.02  and  7  JO  MHz 

620am  5  News  Earty  (2685597) 

720  Milkshake  (4348139)  725  Sackin' 
Around  (r)  (6805690)  8.00  Havakazoo  (r) 
(7144315) 

BJOWkteWorid:  A  Mlgranfa  Heart 

Documentary  series  about  human 
migration  (5/10)  (8594856) 

9.00  Espresso  Consumer  affairs  magazine 
(2620042)  10 JO  Exclusive  (r>  (8727394) 
1020  Dwellers  of  the  Deep:  Citizens  of 
the  Coral  (8699400) 

IIJOLeeza  Chat  show  chared  by  Leeza 
Gibbons  (7455348)  11 JO  Double 

Espresso  (94638348)  1200  The  Bold 
and  the  Beautiful  (!)  (4994892)  1230pm 
Family  Affairs  (r)  (!)  (8562481) 

1.00  5  News  Update  (97048067)  1 J5  Sunset 
Beach  (T)  (3351955)  200  5's  Company. 
Live  entertainment  show  (8329023) 

320  The  First  of  the  Few  (1942,  b/w).  A 

n  Second  World  War  propaganda  movie 
teifing  the  story  of  RJ.  Mitchell,  the 
designer  of  the  Spitfire.  Starring  Leslie 
Howard,  who  also  directed,  and  David 
NHven  (2889313) 

520  Whittle  Audience  participation  game 
show  (T)  (3889503) 

6.00100  Par  Cent  Quiz  without  a  host 
(3886416) 

620 Family  Affairs  Weekday  soap.  Holly 
suggests  a  gay  rright  (!)  (3704868) 

7.00  Exclusive  Showbusiness  gossip 
(5385042) 

7  JO  Dwellers  of  the  Deep:  Million  Dollar 
Weed  The  fight  to  keep  California  kefo  in 
its  undersea  forests  (!)  (3793752) 

8.00  Was  It  Good  lor  You?  Holiday  advice. 
John  Leslie  and  ASsa  Greenhaigh  travel 
to  Barbados  (5477690) 

820 5  News  (T)  (5390507) 


Berenger,  GoMMurp,  KHiw  (9pm) 

9  JO  The  Big  CMD  (1983)  Kevin  Kline,  Tom 
dwhi  Berenger  and  Jafl  Goldblum  star  in  this 
□ittlti  tale  ot  a  group  of  thirlysomelhings  whose 
college  friendships,  rivalries  and 
passions  are  renewed  at  the  funeral  of  a 
friend.  Directed  by  Lawrence  Kasdan 
(9786313) 

11.00  The  Jack  Docherty  Show  Chat  and 
comedy  (4324597) 

11AS  Melrose  Ptaee  (r)  (T)  (7159435) 
1240am  Live  and  Dangerous  (32485066) 
425  The  Streets  of  San  Francisco:  Men 
WRI  Die  Police  drama  series.  A  rape 
victim  gets  even  (T)  (7455917) 

520 100  Per  Cent  (r)  (2613207? 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


'tied 


mtot****'*-  --  . 


ST-j 


•  For  farther  listings  see 

Saturday's  Vision 

SKY  1 _ _ 

UttMl  Morrang  Gtay  (5733S0) 

Hid  Kattto  Lea  1*2787)  WfO  Anrthw 
Wodd  (38SS6J  11J»  Days  ^ 

(21619)  12JW  Oprah  Wfr*»y  P36B68) 
U»pm  Geraido  (00787)  tUJO  SaJyJ^ 

.  .. 

TJX)  The  Srrpsons  (7481) 
teSSS)  8JX  Suddenly  Susan  (6329)  JL30 
.  1  ItoNanny  (2838)  tOO 
.  T  %3D  Mad  About  You  (15429)  10J0EH 
08991)  114»  Star  Tibk  Voyyr  P9684) 
72X0  late  Show  -Wim  Pwid  Lettarnan 
(31573)  1-OOem  h  the  Hoai  o I  the  Mgfit 
(84733)  ZJJO  Long  Ploy  ^4^268) 

SKY  MOVIES  SCREEN  1  _ 

,,  SJXMm  ar— Mne  A*S? 

,  126163874)  7^5  He«f 1IJ»J ■ 

a  as 

.  srw»«ssS2 

snaiangSgS 

■ 

Doeohied  by  Tnwt  A0° 

RumpaMBtsUn  (ItiBS)  P9207] 

SKY  MOVIES  SGREBW_2 - 

gjBoai  They  Know  WhatThty.****1 
(U4tq  (64145)  MO  1 

Laopanf  Mrt#fCSpJ5Sffio  S 

HsaJBLSBaSa 

2J00|»BJor«4LMBBfrigS>t<^tS 

sM  1bp10(KM1lUOJ«*w«^2 
i  B«5)  &BBBT ^HsSSSSS 
ttw  Peer  ftMW)' 
ijhku  Tyson  P«te? 

Hnl  (1991)  (631S11)  <^« 
KtagdamotfoeBeaa{1B73)  (»1383D| 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD  - 

'  <LDOptn  Ftet 

8X0  Ttm  Jacrat  *4  Sty  SooceBO 


(26238B8)  &00  BarttajJce  (1999) 

(2928313)  10W  8«(to  '  J19T3) . 

(64S43587)  t2.tSam  A1  ttw  Woh*  Move* 

'•  (1963)  (2177795)  145  Houw*»*ptaB 
(10S7)  P5324Z4)X45  CtDflO  . 

TNT 

gnflpm  Tba  Brofcan  CM  (1993) 
(38470984)  11W  Uat  foe  Ute  (1950) 
(38247519)  1.1S—  Swage  MaMteB 
(1972)  (54157153)  MO  Night  Must  FaB 
(1964)  (31990575)  SWCboa 

SKY  SPORTS  1  ~  j  - 

7Wwn  Sports  Contra  (681  K$  7  W  Bhech- 
combor  Soccer  Savons  (10139)  030  Sports 
Conte' (711  ICQ  OW  Rodng  NM  (888B0) 
920  ten totes  115042)  moo  Sports  LWte 
Und  (56329)  11W  WacnahonaJ  C*nbemor 
(B3G6S  7SJOO  terobfcs  (82225)  Vtaopm 
FAQ®  Spocial — Yow  ol  it»  Glart  Kpara 
[842265  2W  Pod  (8Z70G)  MOiW«ax 
«aa  4jOQ  Esprit  (7130)  4W1nslda  The 
Sfiriw  PGA  Tour  IBOZarsjO  Beachcofrea 
Soccer  Swore  p226)  «JOO  Sports  Centre 
(5835)  LsagiB 

740-  ftngsid&  (67874)  MO  Spanish 
-  Femora  tie*  (74110)  104X1  Sports  Centre 
(S3BSS)  KUO  Ofehcm  PewertMflts 
(6590%  11W  Pod  P7DS8)  1M0  Sports 
Cflrtffl  (30^ .12WBmThe  Rugby  CkJb 
01240)  MO  ftrcptti  (7526^  &M»  Span- 
&  Pnmera  Uga  (OTfTIJ  SMSpoM  Centre 
(84820)520  Close 

SKY  SPORTS  2  i  _ 

7-tften  AHtetos  (1682S05)-7W^^ 
Cwtre  (7183990)  MO  fto*g  (8014139) 
820  Fish  TV  (9471881}  MO  Go#  Boa 

ZOO  Onnw  rowiwte 

WBtesportsVAxld  {4477130)  MO  FA  Q41 

Special— TOa  of  the  .Ctarti  Klsm 
p  837888)  520  FbothaB  Lngue  Retew 
ffl906O7hMOPowBboolandJelaWWo(W 
®S?aaoi  UD  inside  the'  PGA  Tow 
(9864042)  7X0  Sports. Cento  (25B3771I 
720  flirty  HSBtVS)  9X0  Angakle 
GB2iS03)  WXO  Tran*  World  Sport 
(2524690)  11X0  HgM  Unoe.  (1631083) 
12X0  Foottrt  Leegua  Ravtew  (8976068) 

IStjOreriBost  and  WWrt  (388091 7)  txo 

Spore  Conte  (3784088)  120-TiOW  Wtartd 
Sport  PB331S^  MO  Ctaoa'  •  •  . 

SKY  SPORTS  3  ■ 

12X0001  fiewricortjber .  Soccer  Seusna 
[82624313)  1J»  R*h  TV  (82908981)  2X0 
^x*mfiaH3l»B6771)  MO  Goldwi  at 


Motor  Raring  (96297348)  320  Sport  USA 
(10472329)  5X0  Whdmfing  (30777023) 
520  Pori  (35093232)  820  Bew  and  Worst 
(55057110)  7X0.  right  Linas  (89568435) 
ILOO  Trans  World  Sport  (B94T9BS)  ftjtn 
AtNettcs  (84370400)  B20  Powsifaoat  and 
JcteM  Wortd  (62825042)  10X0  FootMB 
Scrapbooh  (1583X381 1120  does 

EUROSPORT _ 

720am  Colt:  Estorf  Grand  Fatal  (83085) 
aao  Moon  Magazhe  &t329)  9xo  m 
OfHtoed  taoai  0)  10X0  Mokxsporta  Mago- 
2ina  (78507)  11X0  ftxjttBl:  France  v  Soot- 
land-{B6077)  i.oopm  ATP  World  Champ- 
lonshto  (7S51619)  420  Pari  Rrcard  Vintage 
Ftaly  (4610)  5X0  World  Cup  Dream  Team 
(6477)  520  ATP  ' World  Championahlp  — 
Lke  (327042)  520  Wghl  ri  ttw  Praapacts 
(27058}  020  Football  BrazB  v  Cameroon 
(1141Q  1120  SaShg  (42684)  1220  4M 
OR-Road  (E5356)  t220am  Bose 
UK  GOLD  _  ■ 

720am  Wo net  Gummtdge  (2345413)  72S 
Neighbours  (8460706)  520  Crossroads 
(3161384)  525  EastEnders  (1558771)8X0 
The  B*  (8171058)  530  Howards'  Way 
®Kh416J  •  1000  Bless  Tbs  House 
(8426874)  1020  The  Suiivans  (8097042) 
11X0  Boon  (4370348)  WXO  Crossroads 
(14942874)  ISXSptn  Naghbous 
(14945961)  12J55  EastEnders  P124771) 
1 20  HH>*+«  (3578706)  510  N&Placa  Ute 
Home  (7024058)  ISO  Are  You  Bteig 
Served?  (2600481)  320  ri»  B»  (7911394) 
4X6  CaaeSy  (76974138)  5X5  E*stEndHB 
(8790668)  540  Bob'*  Fril  House  (7484880) 
525  Thai' a  Showbusiness  (83S5384)  7X0 
R  Ab't  Halt  Hot,  Mun  (4775787)  7X5  No 
Place  u@  Homo  (206644Q  520  CHbao 
StWh  (1966058)  "9X0  The- 1*  (170800) 
9X0  Toe8Brt.(25BBai3g|  1028  The  Man 
tanAuntef12996741 11.16  ri»  JackUaa 
Show  (4582688)  nxOBUfc  Med  VWm 
(1980)  (2844029  IJOan  Marnl  Vice 
(41816801)  2X6£tapptog  (67055569) 

GRANADA  PUIS _ 

eXOemThe  Bor  (6514810)  7X0  Carana- 
Uon  St  (8358597)  7X6  Fantess  [843123^ 
8X0  Surprise'  Surprise  (9446874)  9X0 
Uretate,  Downstairs  (3064139)  16X6  T7» 
Protos*5na|s  (8437418)  11X0  Hart  to  Hart 
(83447SS)  -reXO  CqtonaMn  Si  ^608078) 
1220pm- JF*m9aS  (2Be8077)  -U)0  arxj 
DUa  @854338}- xxe  HWate,  Ooiwwato 
(3ffifl232)  3X0  Donahue  P82C868)  4X0 
The  Ttafeadrirafc  (97055031  5-00-Hami 
R»0  (1603961)  6X6  Farr**  £27*7503) 


BmceWQUs  and  Brad  Pitt  In  TwehfeUonkeya  (Sky  Screen  1, 9.00pm) 


620  Coronation  Si  (266SB55)  7.00  tend 
.  Dale  (7238752)  8X0  Hart  to  Hart  (7245400) 
9.00  Coronation  St  (9701787)  920  The 
Canedois  (2873313)  16X0  Hanot  Fti&O 
(7235023)  1120  Close 

CARLTON  SELECT  (cable) 

SXOpm  Gridtook  (307B2B55)  520  Hey  Dad 
P  (55154077)  6X0  BtOCtoUSHE  (55144680) 
620  Courtly  Practice  (£062042)  7X0  My 
Two  Wins  (306756191 720  Rotative  Stran¬ 
gers  (55068226)  8X0  Desmnfft 

(30798139)  820  Lite  After  Birth  (30063874) 
9X0  Boon  (B9484023)  10X0  Detartao 
(B94671 10)  11X0  9  Ssewhere  P4509232) 
12X0  Us  end  Them  (15611288)  1220am 
Talas  oi  the  UffflWCWi  (34672340) 

DISNEY  CHANNEL 

9X0WB  Dumbo's  Circus  (48855)  820 
UmtweSa  Tree  (32874)  7X0  Aladdin'.  The 
Sores.  (63232)  720  Quack  Pack  (88129) 
8X0  Dnosaus  (18618)  820  Banters 
.(89090)  6X0  Gumrri  Bears  (28042)  820 
Grounding  Mesh  (18094QD)  UStfaa 
ecapro  Mten  (B326110)  10X0  Sesame  Sr 
(76033)  11X0  WinniB  Vie  Pooh  (566D70S 
11.15  Rosie  and  Jm  (873941^  1125  Stag 
Me  a  Stay  [18475B7)  12X0  T«s  TV 
(62S3955)  1220pm  Shorts  (8874329) 


122SBfl  Garage  (6347ES0)  12X5  Wtme 
tte  FTOoh  (74960435)  ixo  Sesame  Sr 
(36503)  2X0  Madtooro  Adveriurea  (7610) 
220  tSumml  Bears  (4056)  3X0  Tate  Sph 
(3226)  320  Goof  Troop  (9503)  4X0  Tmon 
and  Pumbaa  (5H0j  420  Aladdn  The 
Seres  (1394)  5X0  Geigoyte  (8771)  520 
Dinosaurs  (8874)  BXO  HOESWJl  (5787)  R30 
Boy  Meec  World  (31391  7X0  Home 
bremonenl  (1435)  720  Wonder  Yen 
{2023)  8X0  FILM;  fturmtofl  Vffid  (1985) 
,  (JK3&5)  020  HtmelmptCMariwjI  (55684) 

FOX  KIPS  NETWORK 

8X0am  Dety  620  B»y  B»  c*  7X0 
Ptoocchto  720  ftoecr  Rangers  2W>  8X0 
Beetteborgs 820 Maafcod  Fktef  8X0  Mage 
Boc  820  Dudley  the  Dragon  10X0  Insp¬ 
ector  Gadget  1020  Sanual  Pizza  Crts 
11X0  Smci  vaey  Hgft  12X0  Ace  vartura 
1220pm  Casper  1.00  The  rick  120  Iren 
Man  ZO 0  Fanustie  Four  Z30  Power 

^Suw^SxO  AseWrtLrePoo  Ca^ar 
8X0  The  Tick  520  X  Man  6X0  Sptoemwn 
aao  Sweet  VateyhfiBh  7X0  Ctose 


WBfld  TXOSprou 720  Danrto  tha  Menace 


8X0  Batman  B20  Beds  Master  9X0  Art 
Artack  920  Earterorm  Jkn  10X0  Grave- 
date  High  1020  Ftarii  Godon  11X0  Izno- 
goud  1 120  Ggentot  12.00  Gtawctato  High 
1220pm  Bote  Master  1X0  Batman  120 
Eek  2X0  Spirou  220  Hash  Gordon  3X0 
Sorm  320  Eartworm  Jim  4X0  Denote  Hie 
Menace  420  An  Atm*  5X0  Ctoee 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

AH  your  tavoude  cartoons  broadcast  tram 
520am  to  SXOpm,  seven  days  a  week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

&0(te>ti  KBar  Tomatoes  820  Aeahhl  Real 
Monatere  7.00  Hey  Amridl  720  Rugram 
8X0  Doug  B20  Neverenring  Story  9.00 
CBBC 10X0  Wlmae'e  House  1020  Batov 
11X0  Magic  Schori  Bus  1120  Bananas  in 
Pyjamas  12X0  Wombtea  etc  1220pm 
Astro  Farm  «c  1X0  Dr  Seuss  120  Lttrie 
Bear  Stories  2X0  Anmal  Show  220  CBBC 
320  RoctaOoug  4X0  Angry  Beavers  420 
Ruwats  EXO  Skter  Stater  520  Kenan  and 
Net  SXO  Sabma  620  Moarfw  7X0  Ctose 

TROUBLE _ 

12.00pm  Swan’s  Crosamg  1220  Reedy  or 
Mot  1X0  Hudson  120  Ca Stomta  Dreams 
200  Saved  by  the  Bel  220  Swarfs  Cross- 
sig  3X0  9-2-5  320  Ready  or  Not  4.00  Sev- 
ad  t>y  She  Bell  420  USA  High  520  Hang- 
6rm  8M  CaStonta  Draoms  6X0  Cto  the 
Mate  6.15  Teenage  Adventurers  620 
Madtaon  7X0  Hangame  720  USA  Fflgh 

CHALLENGE  TV _ 

SXOpm  Cross  Wta  520  Say  the  Word  8X0 
Famfy  Fortunes  830  Crtchphr&se  7.T5 
$64,000  Ouestnn  8X0  Spll  Second  820 
«t  Up  21S  Wrrer  Tates  At  woo 
Treasure  Hurt  11.15  WhWe  12X0  Say  the 
Word  1220am  Kart  to  HartlXO  Bfe  V4Bey 
220  Big  Brother  Jala  3X0  Boogies  Diner 
320  Where  I  Line  4X0  Showy  Bwar  Tha 

McOre^x  Saga  5X0  Shop^ng 
BRAVO _ 

SXOpm  A-Taam  (6438481)  9X0  Tour  of 
Duly  (B521145)  10X0  Rad  Shoe  Darios 
(890770B)  10A5  HIXL-  Pamte  (M1634B) 
t24Sara  Tour  ot  Duty  (G034086)  1v45  Red 
Shoe  Dterin  (7317023)  220  FILM!  WM 
Search  (4060172)  420  The  Head 
(8285511)  SXO  A-Taam  (8368917) 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

720pm  Grace  Under  Fire  (5067)  720 
fonarni  (5384)  8X0  Efen  (3145)  820 


CyM  (8752)  9X0  Chaws  (34058)  020  Tad 
(20B5G)  10X0  Frasier  (81597)  1830  Kenny 
Everett  (63145)  11X0  Festival  of  Fiji 
(39503)  1120  Bten  (MOSS)  1200  Rose- 
anna  (21530)  1220am  Nightstend  (82153) 
1X0  Soep  155369)  120  Taxi  2X0 

Festival  of  Fin  (1&M3)  220  Grace  Under 
Firo  (35578)  3X0  Fra&er  (68733)  820 
tamy  Everett  (13530)  4X0  Ctoee 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

extern  Snhfrns  (4517771)  SXO  FILM: 
BomtetwB  (1996)  («B0058)  11X0  Friday 
the  13th  (2820771)  1220  SJgrtngs 
(8673714)  1.00am  Tha  TvMIghi  Zone 
(6565424)  120  Tates  oi  the  Unexpected 
(1576004)  220  Dark  9tedau»  (1058356) 
220  New  Attred  Hitchcock  (1068181)  3X0 
Friday  the  13ih  (7770795)  4.00  Close 

HOME  &  LEISURE _ 

920am  Joy  ol  Panung  (6099400)  920 
Qaiden  Quo  (910905$  10X0  deal  Gar¬ 
dening  Pin  (B424416)  1020  New  Yankee 
WtaritEhop  <SGSS6®4J  11X0  flex  Hunt 
(10993291  1120  Homottne  (1090058) 
12X0  Close  Gride  (8086836)  1230pm 
This  OW  House  (91 03374 J  1X0  Just  tor 
Starters  (4372706)  120  Our  House 
(9102145)  2X0  FumrtuiB  Guys  (6276313) 
220  Room  kx  Improvemenl  (7010619) 
3X0  rite's  Country  (638B34B)  320  Home 
Agan  (7B19936)  AXOOoso 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm  The  Dtoeman  (7321771)  420 
Onwig  Plasstons  (7827BS5)  5X0  Anti ant 
Warriors  (E2676G5)  520  Beyond  2000 
(7014435)  6X0  Abeka  s  Arctic  Wfctte 
(9015685)  7X0  World  of  Strange  Powers 
(6350329)  720  Disaster  (7928604)  0X0 
Waking  Among  Shake  (644 1955)  9X0  Top 
Marques  (1706S6S)  920  Wontarc  ol 
Weather  (9010110)  10X0  Working  on  the 
PCpMart  (6537706)  T1X0  Mertcrt  Derec- 
ftres  (1701110)  1120  Medea)  Detaeavaa 
(0340400)  12X0  FkgWne  (3874065) 
1220am  Driving  Passim  (5S47S59)  1X0 
Dsastar  (BZaoaaS  120  Beyond  2000 
(29781 72]  2X0  Ciosa 

(cartel 

TRAVEL _ 

l2X0pm  Travel  Live  1X0  NoTnjckn'  Hofi- 
day  120  On  ttw  Road  to  the  tatenda  8X0 
WorfcMde  Grit*  220  Fkyd  on  ktfy  3JOO 
Ocean  World  d  John  Stoncman  320 
tanocent  Ahmad  4X0  Reel  World  420 
Agrees  at  Ute  5X0  Gang  Places  8X0 


RaJwey  Adventmes  Aoots  Europe  620 
Domtete's  Plana  7X0  Travel  Live  6X0 
Cdtes  o(  ttie  World  830  Peopto  and  Places 
of  Airies  SXO  Swiss  RaAvsy  Journeys 
10X0  Pathfinders  1020  Aspects  ol  Lite 
11.00  flKtoe  Mars  1120  Spore  Solars 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4X0pm  StwMKmn  re  Leyte  Oril  (7633961) 
5X0  Modem  Manels  (256Z04Z)  6X0 
Anoant  Myoma  (1382954)  7X0  &ogra 

ptv  Sigmund  Freud— Analyse  at  a  Mnd 
(2532619)  6X0  Close 

NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 

7.00pm  Endangered  (74DC674)  720  Outer 
Bonds  (5091752)  8X0  LrvtoQ  mth  Leopreds 
(3807400)  9X0  Avalanche  (0685503)  920 
Earthquake  (4729507)  10X0  Searchng  tor 
Extrateneernres  (6873389)  1020  Mystery  ol 
the  Crop  Cade  (6882077)  11X0  Ice  Walk 
(4240855)  12X0  Endangered  (3465801) 
1220am  Outer  Bonds  (8408842) 

CARLTON  FOOD  /cable) 

12X0pm  Food  NenwrkDafiy  1220 French 
Lunch  1X0  Food  lor  Though!  120  Idea) 
Home  Cooke  ZOO  Mnduta's  Indian  Kitchen 
Z30  Food  Network  Daily  3X0  The  Rbsibu- 
rart  Show 320  Graham  Ken's  (Qichen  4X0 
From  Die  Ground  Up  420  Ross's  Foreign 
Aeugnment  5X0  Close 

UV1NG _ 

6X0am  Tlry  Lhwig  9X0 1  Dream  ol  Jeanrte 
920  The  Gordon  E0«n  Show  10.10  Jerry 
Smtoer  1 1X0  The  Yotng  and  ttB  Resttese 
11X0  Brooksda  1220pm  Why  Me?  1X0 
Tempest!  120  Ready.  Steady,  Cook  220 
Cheap  Chic  3X0  Live  a)  Thee  4X5  Jtany 

fjDFfeedy,  Steady,  Cook  TXDhtesns  Afire 
720  Mysteries.  Magic  and  Mractes  8X0 
Adrenalin  Junkies  9,00  FILM!  Maaune 
11X0  The  Sen  Flas  11 12X0  Close 

ZEE  TV _ 

&30aRi  Dhoap  Chain  7X0  Jtaagran  720 
Business  8X0  Buetoass  News  and  Music 
820  Raahai  9X0  Char  Rasta  920  Aap  K 
Farmarth  10X0  Kachcy  Dhagoy  11X0  Pot 
Luck  1120  Mast  Mas)  Ha)  Zndagi  12X0 
Dastaan  1220pm  Raahat  1X0  FILM  320 
Mocda  Melody  4X0  Top  105X0  ZEE  Zone 
620  h  a  Jiffy  6X0  Hum  Paanch  820  ZEE 
and  You  7X0  Pand^yai  720  CSnemagte 
8X0  News  820  Andar  9X0  Bat  Ban  Jaye 
820  Hasteoin  10X0  But  TV  1020  Men 
MarS  11x0  Shotgun  Show  1120  Ameanat 
* 
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THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  13 1997 


Fitness  problems  add  to  British  No  l’s  discomfort  during  defeat  by  Sampras 


Rusedksi’s  hopes  hang 


From  Julian  Muscat 

TENNIS  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  HANOVER 

GREG  RUSEDSKI  lost  con¬ 
trol  of  his  own  destiny  in  the 
ATP  Tour  world  champion¬ 
ship  here  yesterday  when  Pete 
Sampras,  the  world  No  1.  in¬ 
flicted  a  second  defeat  on  the 
Briton  in  as  many  days. 
Rusedski's  slim  hopes  of  pro¬ 
gressing  beyond  the  round- 
robin  stage  now  depend  on  a 
series  of  favourable  results, 
which  he  must  initiate  by 
defeating  Carlos  Moya  in 
straight  sets  this  evening. 

In  that  event,  Rusedski  must 
hope  that  Patrick  Rafter  — 
who  conquered  MpyA  64. 6-2 
last  night  —  inflicts  a  straight- 
sets  defeat  on  Sampras  tomor¬ 
row.  Such  a  carefully 
choreographed  sequence 
might  just  allow  Rusedski  in 
through  the  back  door  on  a 


RESULTS 


Rod  group 

P  Sampras  (IS)  bt  G  Rusedski  (08)  6-4, 

P  Ratter  (Aus)  be  C  Moya  (Sp)  6-4, 6-2 
White  group 

M  Chanp  (US)  t*  S  Btoguera  (Sp)  7-ft  M 
Y  KufeMov  (Russ)  W  J Bjorkrran  (Swe)  6- 
3,7-6 

TODAY  (from  1pm  GMT,:  Chang  u 
KafeMiov:  Bntanan  v  Bniggam:  (from 
630pm  GMT)  Moya  v  Rueadsw. 


percentage  countback  of 
games  won  and  bsL  The 
whole  scenario  further  de¬ 
pends  on  Rusedski  sufficiently 
recovering  from  a  damaged 
hamstring  to  faoe  Moya 
today.  His  aspirations  could 
hardly  be  dangling  from  a 
finer  thread. 

Rusedski  has  enjoyed  pre¬ 
cious  little  fortune  in  this 
tournament  Drawn  in  the 
tougher  of  two  groups,  he 
faced  a  demanding  opening  tie 
against  Rafter,  the  world  No  3. 
He  then  had  to  kjck  horns  with 
Sampras  after  the  latter*  hu¬ 
miliation  by  Moya  and  took 
the  backlash  full  in  the  face. 

Along  with  tfie  mental  bag- 


Journalist 
with  unique 


Rusedski  hits  a  forehand  with  an  assurance  that  was  often  missing  from  his  game  during  his  emphatic  defeat  at  the  hands  of  Sampras  in  Hanover  yesterday 


It  was  difficult  to  interpret 
tile  effects  of  Rusedski*  trou¬ 
blesome  right  thigh.  He  later 
said  that  his  movement  was 


Sampras.  Rusedski’s  precari¬ 
ous  foothold  was  further  erod¬ 
ed  when  he  awoke  with  a  tight 
hamstring.  The  circumstances 
proved  too  daunting,  even  for 
one  with  his  spirit  and  he 
succumbed  to  the  Sampras 
onslaught  with  little  meaning¬ 
ful  resistance. 


injury  for  a  double-fault  count 
that  was  high  by  his  stan¬ 
dards.  “It's  hard  to  go  out 
against  the  number  one  player 
in  tile  world  on  any  given 
day,"  he  said.  Trying  to  play 
him  when  you  are  not  100  per 
cent  fit  is  not  the  easiest  of 
tasks." 


0HE300  mmm 


Rusedski*  thoughts  were 
echoed  by  Tony  Pickard.  his 
coach,  who  suggested  that  his 
charge  was  only  75  per  cent  fit. 


prised  to  learn  of  Rusedski’s 
ailment  “I  couldn't  teU."  he 
said.  uIt  seemed  like  he  was 
moving  fine,  still  hitting  his 
second  serve  real  trig.  I 
couldn't  sense  any  hobbling 
out  there." 

Whatever  its  extent  Rused¬ 
ski*  injury  is  hardly  encour¬ 
aging  for  his  match  with 
Moya.  His  request  to  have  the 
contest  held  over  until  tomor¬ 
row  was  overruled. 

Sampras  makes  an  awe¬ 
some  sight  at  his  best  and  he 
was  not  far  short  of  that  here. 


Alone  among  men.  he  is 
unperturbed  by  Rusedski* 
presence  across  the  net.  That 
inner  belief  was  discernible 


Rusedski’s  confidence  with  a 
string  of  spiteful  returns.  An 
unconverted  opportunity  in 
Rusedski*  opening  service 
game  only  delayed  the  break¬ 
through,  which  Sampras  duly 
secured  in  game  five. 

The  contest  was  just  15 
minutes  old  when  Rusedski 
became  increasingly  frustrat¬ 
ed  as  Sampras  outmanoeu¬ 
vred  him  with  groundstrokes 
of  tile  highest  dass.  This  was 
certainly  not  the  Sampras  that 
was  on  display  against  McyA, 
a  defeat  he  described  yester¬ 


day  as  a  “wake-up  call".  This 
time,  his  returns  fizzed  like 
firecrackers  about  Rusedski* 
ankles  and  his  backhand  pen- 


world  rankings,  encourages 
the  belief  that  London  offers  a 
realistic  alternative  venue  for 
this  championship  when  the 


fences  with  near  surgical 
precision. 

Rusedski  held  on  grimly  for 
much  of  the  second  set  but  it 
became  increasingly  apparent 
that  his  service  could  not 
sustain  him.  When  Sampras 
duly  earned  the  chance-  to 
dose  out  the  contest  the  match 
ended  tike  so  many  of  the 
previous  points:  with  Rused¬ 
ski  dumping  a  backhand  pass 
into  the  middle  of  the  net 

However,  his  presence 
here,  together  with  Tim 
Henman*  prominence  in  the 


2000.  Preliminary  discussions 
toards  that  aim  have  already 
taken  place. 

While  the  red  round-robin 
group,  featuring  Rusedski.,  is 
well  advanced,  the  white 
group  has  yet  to  unfold  in  any . 
meaningful  way.  Michael 
Chang  drew  Gist  blood  on 
Tuesday  evening  when  defeat¬ 
ing  Sergi  Brugera  in  straight 
sets,  and  Yevgeni  Kafelnikov 
joined  him  yesterday  when  he 
dished  out  similar  treatment 
to  Jonas  Bjorkman-  The  Rus¬ 
sian  prevailed  6-3,  7-6  in  a 


match  that  combined  -probing 
rallies  with  daring  play  at  the 
net  . 

This  was  a  joust  between 


Kafelnikov  having  qualified 
by  winning  in  Moscow  last 
wedt  and  ^orkhum^friyed 
on  the  back  whis  vftctbry  yiffie 
Stockholm  Open  ■  on  .^Sunday. 
Kafelnikov*saperioraIkxHzrl 
game  made-  the  difference. 
Injured  inJanuary,  anti  oi&pt 
sorts  for  much  of  foe  season. 
Kafelnikov  has  timed  his  reha * 
bflitation  to  perfection.  He  is 
starting  to  look  like  the  player 
widely  hailed  last  year  as  fife' 
natural  successor  to  Sampras. 

Relaxed  Henman,  page  4$ 


By  John  Goodboot  . 

ALEX  FERGUSON,  the 
Manchester  United  manager; 
last  night  led  the  tributes  ,  to  -- 
Peter  BaQ.  the  northern  fool- 
ball  correspondent  of  The  . 
Times,  who  died  on  Tuesday 
night  in  Manchester  at  the  - 
age  of  54.  Ball  had  been  91' 
with  leukaemia  for  six 
months. 

Apart  from  being  a  respect¬ 
ed  analyst  of  football.  Bait 
was.  a  noted  author  .  and. 
compiler  of  many  books,  »- 
chiding  Only  a  Game?,  which 
followed  a  season  with  . 
MiSwall  through  the  eyes  of; 
Eamonn  Dunphy,  thefrdand 
international-  This  was  criti- 
caily  acclaimed  in  1978  and  set 
new  standards  for  writing 
about  football.  • 

Ferguson,  with  whamBall 
wrote  a  book  on  the  1994-95^ 
season,  said  yesterday.  “1  fch'l 
comfortable  with  Peter.  You  „ 
never  had  to  look  over  yoor-  -- 
badtor  shoulder. Youfidt  safe 
that  he  would  write  some-.  . 
thing  in  fberight  way!  You 
could  idyon'him  to  tell  the 
truth.  ••  - 

“There-  was  also  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  fuss  about  the  n&aii 
He  war  so .well  respected.  It  is 
not  bow  you  die  mat  matters;  . 
it  is  how  you  live." 

Ferguson  added:  "In  inter- 
viewing  me,  he  would  listen 
carefully,  hardly  saying  a 
word.  He  wasn’t  always  inter¬ 
rupting.  But  after  he  list¬ 
ened,  he  would  make  his 
point." 

Peter  Reid,  the  Sunderland  - 
manager  and  former  England^, 
international,  with  whonA 
BaU  collaborated  on  a  book  tifT' 
1986,  entitled  Bverton  Winter,  !> 
Mexican  Summer,  said  yes-  \ 
today:  “ It  was  only  a  success  _ 
because  ‘  of.  Peter*  unique 
style  of  writing." 

.  Ball  also  reported  exten¬ 
sively  on  cricket  for.  71e 
Times  and  wrote  For  on  the.  ,C 
Run,  with  Graeme  Fowlexv  - 
the  Lancashire  and  Englaxifr  ^ 
batsman. 


Obituaries.  page23  . 


Windass  strikes  six  after  Neville  out 

reluctant  exit  stage  left  f0r  England 


Ziiiiandel  ? 

Vwisi)  I  .-))«_•  .1  ImIIcTIHiI  ? 


ACROSS 

I  Bungle:  hand-warmer  (4J 
3  Nevada  gambling  town 
P.5) 

8  Legal  document;  action  (4) 

9  Highly  productive  (8) 

1 1  Utterly  unconcealed  (2.4.4) 

14  Conan  Doyle*  detective  (6) 

15  Bovine  beasts  (6) 

17  Insubordinate  (IQ 

20  Authoritatively  confirmed 

(8) 

21  Leaning  Tower  city  (4) 

22  Rules  of  conduct;  sort  of 

play  (8) 

23  Embankment  ditch  (I) 


DOWN 

1  Twelve;  sort  ofotL  of  sun  (8) 

2  Descent  under  gravity  (4v4) 

4  Reach  destination  (6) 

5  Open  to  damage  (10) 

6  Free  offer  (4) 

7  Big  bag;  plunder  (4) 

10  Censor*  weapon  (4.6) 

12  Savagdy  wicked  8  {8} 

13  Convince  (8) 

16  Go  away  (6) 

18  Froth  (4) 

19  At  a  distance  (4) 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  1249 

3  ACROSS:  iCossadt  S  Facet  8  Relic  9  Prevail  10  Old  wives’ 
tale  12  Archer  14  Switch  17  Light  Brigade  21  Irksome 
22  Pasta  23  Hutch  24  Terence 

DOWN:  1  Corporal  2  Solid  3  Archive  4  Kipper  5  Fleet 
6 Chaplet  7T91  II  Shoelace  13  Cricket  IS  Whisper 
16  Object  18  Hooch  19  Arson  20  Rich 


BOOKSHOP  I 


CROSSWORD  ENTHUSIASTS  -  SPECIAL  OFFER: 

Ttelfaw  Jumbo  Crosworis  BnpfcJ  b  walhhfc  to  Tm*  tradars  forjutf  f*  (REP  M.W) 


DEAN  WTNDASS,  the  Aber¬ 
deen  forward,  has  often 
proved  the  source  of  much 
mirth  among  opposing  teams’ 
supporters.  Nothing  to  do 
with  his  ability,  or  lack  of  it. 
more  a  case  of  possessing  a 
surname  of  two  syllables  that, 
once  separated,  appear  inex¬ 
tricably  linked. 

A  pungent  odour  already 
hung  over  Pittodrie  yesterday, 
only  two  days  after  the  dis¬ 
missal  of  Roy  Aitken.  the 
Aberdeen  manager.  The  whiff 
worsened  when  it  was  re¬ 
vealed  that  Windass.  28,  must 
serve  a  six-match  suspension 
and  will  not  play  again  until 
after  Christmas. 

The  punishment,  handed 
down  by  the  Scottish  Football 
Association  (SFA},  followed 
the  former  Hull  City  striker* 
sending-off  in  the  5-0  defeat 
against  Dundee  United  in  the 
Beil*  Scottish  League  premier 
division  on  Sunday.  Before 
reaching  the  sanctuary  of  the 
dressing-room,  he  had  man¬ 
aged  to  accumulate  22  disci¬ 
plinary  points. 

it  was  only  the  first  half,  far 
goodness'  sake,  but  he  first 
collected  a  yellow  card  and 
then  received  red  for  a  second 
cautionable  offence.  Stuart 
Dougai.  the  referee,  also  re¬ 
ported  two  separate  outbursts 


By  Russell  Kempson 

of  foul  and  abusive  language 
as  Windass  reluctantly  de¬ 
parted. 

That  he  ripped  up  a  corner 
flag  and  flung  it  to  foe  ground 
cart  his  way  to  the  players’ 
tunnel,  and  that  he  had  been 
sent  off  four  times  previously 
since  his  move  from  Humber¬ 
side  two  year*  ago,  hardly 
helped  his  cause.  “If  the  player 
is  a  regular  offender,  our 
disripfinaiy  system  can  work 
quite  effectively."  an  SFA 
spokesman  said,  until  barely 
disguised  relish. 


Windass:  dismissed 


Windass,  who  has  also  been 
fined  two  weeks’ wages  for  his 
sins,  has  much  to  contemplate 
during  his  enforced  lay-off, 
which  ends  on  Deoember  27. 
“It  is  imperative  that  players 
learn  not  to  lose  their  disci¬ 
pline,”  Keith  Burkinshaw,  the 
Aberdeen  caretaker  manager, 
said.  “Dean  has  found  this  oat 
to  his  cost,” 

At  least  he  does  not  qualify 
for  a  recordbreaking  entry 
in  Scotland*  hall  of  shame. 
Martin  Nefl.  the  Berwick 
Rangers  midfield  player, 
racked  up  23  points  in  a  fixture 
against  Hamfltan  Academical 
last  season  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  banned  for  il. 
matches. 

His  crime?  One  booking, 
dismissal  for  violent  conduct 
in  the  89th  minute  and  further 
reprimands  for  abusive  lan¬ 
guage  at  the  end  of  the  match. 
“His  previous  record  was 
quite  poor,"  the  SFA- spokes¬ 
man  said,  “it  only  added  to  his 
troubles." 

It  might.be  an  ill  wind  that 
blows  nobody  any  good,  but 
not  in  this  instance.  “Dean* 
absence  at  least  gives  other 
members  of  the  squad  a 
chance  to  claim  a  place  in  foe 

team,"  Burkinshaw  said, 

drawing  some  consolation 
from  tiie  episode. 


GARY  NEVILLE  yesterday 
pulled  out  of  the  England 
squad  to  play  Cameroon  on 
Saturday  with  a  hamstring 
injury  that  he  picked  up 
playing  for  Manchester  Uni¬ 
ted  in  the  3-2  defeat  at  Arsenal 
on  Sunday. 

ft  meant  that  NeviBe.  22,  sat 
out  training  at  Bishain  Abbey 
on  Monday  and  the  hopes  of 
Glenn  Hod  die.  the  England 
coach,  that  Neville,  would 
recover  were  dashed  yester¬ 
day.  Neville  beaded  back  to 
Manchester  last  night  for 
treatment,  alongside  Teddy 
Sberingham  his  United 
team-mate. 

Neville  joins  Shermgham, 
who  has  a  Imee  Injury  Gary 
Paltister;  axmfoer  Manchester 
United  colleague,  and  Tony. 
Adams,  the  Arsenal  defender, . 
in  dropping  out  of  the  original 
25-man  squad. .  A  .  Sean  on 
Adams*  injured  ankle  yester¬ 
day  revealed,  however,  that 
he  will  not  need  an  operation 
as  feared. 

Hoddle.  who  drafted  in 
Steve  Watson,  the  uncapped 
Newcastle  United  defender, 
on  Monday,  has  derided 

against  caging  up  any  further 
replacements. 


j  ,  .law 


TOP  COLUMNISTS  ON  SATURDAY  IN  THE  TIMES 


PLUS 

Simon  Barnes 
.  and 
.  -?•  Danny 
Baker 


Frank 
Leboeuf 
o  n  a  return 
to  national 
colours 
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